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AN 

APPEAL 


TO  THE  ' 

PEOPLE  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 


ON  THE 

State  of  Medicine  in  England,  and  of  Military  Medical 
Arrangements  in  the  Army  and  Navy. 

INTRODUCTION. 

X HE  germ  of  a work  on  the  prevailing  difeafes  in  Great 
Britain  was  firfh  announced  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fixty-eight.  A life  and  fortune  have  fince  been 
devoted  to  it ; and  it  is  now  again  moft. humbly,  dutifully,  arid 
affeflionately  prefented  by  the  Author  to  his  fellow- fubjefts, 
with  unabated  zeal  for  the  fervice,  and  a moft  ardent  defire  of 
rendering  it  at  length  effeflual  to  their  fafety  and  comfort,  and 
to  the  benefit  of  our  warlike  defenders,  for  whom,  in  particu* 
lar,  it  has  been  extended  far  beyond  the  original  defign. 

After  an  extenfive  practical  experience  in  various  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  a laborious  literary  inveftigation,  an  enlarged 
and  extenfive  view  of  the  fubjefl  was  given  in  the  year  one 
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thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy ; and  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-four,  and  three  following 
years,  the  obfervations  on  that  fubjed  were  flill  further  extended 
and  confirmed  at  the  Weftminfter  General  Difpenfary,  originally 
inflituted  for  that  exprefs-purpofe;  where  a corred  regifler  was 
kept  open  to  public  infpedion,  in  which  every  cafe  was  regu- 
larly entered  and  accurately  accounted  for,  whether  terminating 
in  death  or  recovery,  or  otherwife  difmilfed. 

Reports  were  made  out  froni  thefe  regiffers  and  publiflaed 
every  month,  and  a general  return  compofed  from  thefe  monthly 
reports  was  publifhed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

* * 1 - * 

For  a work  of  fo  much  labour,  containing  an  extenfive  collec- 
tion of  well-authenticated  fa6ls,  of  immenfe  public  utility,  from 
which  no  private  advantage  was  derived,  nor  any  indemnifica- 
tion for  the  vaft  labour  and  expence  with  which  it  was  attended, 
no  patronage  was  folicited. 

The  work  has  been  continued  to  the  prefent  times  by  indi- 
vidual exertions,  unparalleled  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  fince 
the  ninth  year  of  the  Peloponnefian  war,  when  a firnilar  defign 
was  accomplifhed  by  Hippocrates,  and  his  fons  and  fcholars,  as 
far  as  the  penury  of  officinal  medicines  and  the  limited  bounda- 
ries of  geographical  knowledge  would  then  admit ; as  may 
hereafter  be  demonflrated  in  a work  nine  years  prepared  for 
the  prefs,  but  hitherto  fuppreffed  by  an  unaccountable  oppofi- 
tion  from  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown. 

Some  obfervations  on  the  praftice  of  the  Weftminfter  Difpen- 
fary attracted,  however,  the  attention  of  an  able  mathematician, 
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employed  in  inftrufting  the  younger  branches  of  the  firft  family 
in  the  kingdom,  in  the  principles  of  political  oeconomy,  who,  diC-’ 
cerning  that  thefe  obfervations  fet  the  relief  of  the  fick  in  a new 
lights  by  calculations  founded  on  faSls^  which  would  not  otherwife 
have  occurred  to  him^  determined,  without  perfonal  acquaintance 
with  the  author,  and  without  his  knowledge,  as  appears  by 
written  vouchers,  “ to  lay  the  work  properly  on  the  table  of  one  whofc 
firf  care  is  the  welfare  of  worth  and  talentsP 

In  confequence  of  his  reprefentation,  that  auguft  Perfonage, 
with  great  humanity  and  found  political  oeconomy,  anxiouily 
Solicitous  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  brave  men  whofe  lives 
are  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  their  King  and  Country,  exprelTed 
an  ardent  defire  that  they  fhould  reap  all  the  benefit  that  might 
-be  derived  from  the  improvements  made  in  the  management  of 
thofe  difeafes,  which  in  all  ages  and  countries  had  proved  de- 
■ftruftive  to  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  fcourge  of  the  human 
race  ; and  to  introduce  into  the  medical  departments  of  the 
army  and  navy  that  regular  plan  of  accurate  regifters,  by  which 
praftical  errors  had  been  difcovered,  and  valuable  practical  im- 
provements eftabliflied  on  the  unerring  bafis  of  arithmetical  de- 
‘monftration. 

CHAP.  L 

Of  the  Origin  of  the  Inquiry  Into  Military  Medical  Arrangements ; and 
of  the  Oppofitlon  to  Ity  by  the  Officers  and  Mlni/iers  of  the  Crown^  during 
the  American  JVar, 

Thus  irrefiftibly  called  to  promote  that  wife,  politic,  benevo- 
lent defign,  the  inveftigation  has  ever  fince  been  purfued  with 
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unceafing  perfeverance.  Foreign  hofpitals  have  been  vifited ; 
j the  management  of  difeafes  in  various  countries  invefUgated  ; re- 
gular authentic  returns  of  the  lick  have  been  diligently  collecled 
from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  from  thefe  authentic  records 
I accurate  calculations  have  been  formed,  of  the  comparative  pre- 
I valence  of  difeafes  in  various  circumflances  and  fituations,  and 
of  the  comparative  fuccefs  of  the  different  methods  in  which 
they  have  been  managed. 

/,  Early  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
li  nine,  Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army 
and  Navy,  compofed  from  materials  thus  laborioufly  collefled^ 
were,  by  the  highefi  commandy  prefented  to  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  his  Majefty’s  Armies  ; but  by  what  fatality  the  army 
and  navy  have  hitherto  been  deprived  of  every  advantage  that 
might  be  derived  from  them,  has  not  yet  been  explained.  The 
Public  have  a right  to  demand  an  explanation  ; and  at  this  awcr 
ful  crifis,  when  a connivance  at  fuch  inhumane  negligence  may 
have  perilous  confequences,  the  guardians  of  the  public  fafety 
may  perhaps  judge  it  expedient  to  inflitute  a fevere  and  rigo- 
rous inquiry  into  the  ftate  of  military  medical  arrangements, 
and  into  the  caufes  of  the  dreadful  mortality  in  the  army  and 
navy. 

To  conceal  defperate,  determined  negligence,  the  caufes  of 
the  fatal  cataflrophe  in  the  American  war  were  mifreprefented, 
and  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  America,  emboldened  by  the 
fupport  of  a criminal  Adminiftratlon,  unjuftly  imputed  the  failure 
of  the  military  operations  to  the  mifcondufcl:  of  the  General  Offi- 
cer fecond  in  command;  but  an  inquiry  inflituted  in  the  upper 
houfe  of  Parliament,  on  the  iith  of  February  1782,  “ into  the 

caufes 


Appeal  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain^  £sf^,  ^ 

€iatfes  of  the  calamitous  hfs  of  the  army  under  Lieutenant  General 
Bari  Cornfwallis^t  by  being  made  prifoners  of  %var  at  York  Town  and 
Gloucefer^  in  the  province  of  Virginia^  demonitrated  the  falfehood 
of  the  accufation,  and  fully  juftified  that  Commander  in  the  face 
of  the  univerfe. 

The  fa£ls  expifeated  in  that  inquiry,  and  in  a public  corre- 
fpondence  between  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  America  and  the 
General  Officer  fecond  in  command,  being  collefted,  Obferva- 
vations  were  publifhed  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the 
Army  and  Navy  during  the  American  War;  in  which  it  was 
clearly  demonftrated,  from  official  returns  authenticated  by  the 
beft  authority,  and  by  accurate  arithmetical  calculations  founded 
on  thefe  returns,  that  the  calamities  were  owing  to  the  ficknefs 
and  mortality  of  the  troops  in  confequence  of  the  negleft  of 
medical  arrangements,  and  an  obflinate  inhuman  oppolition  to 
the  difeoveries  and  improvements  which  had  been  made  in  the 
knowledge  and  management  of  difeafes  in  the  army  and  navy. 

But  though  it  had  been  admitted  by  the  Officers  and  Mini- 
flers  of  the  Crown,  in  the  courfe  of  the  parliamentary  inquiry, 
that  whoever  were  the  authors  or  caufe  of  the  calamity  which  had  hap* 
pened  at  York  Town^  if  clearly  pointed  out  to  the  fatisfaSfion  of  the 
public^  defer ved  to  he  brought  to  immediate  exemplary  punifhment ; yet 
their  crimes  have  been  connived  at,  the  military  medical  ar- 
rangements have  been  flill  more  vitiated  and  perverted,  and 
the  confequent  ficknefs  and  mortality  in  the  army  and  navy  have 
continually  proceeded  in  a rapid  progreffion. 

This  perfevering  oppofition  brought  the  bufinefs  to  a crifis 
it  became  neceffary  to  make  the  option,  of  laying  afide  every 
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idea  of  attempting  to  remedy  the  great  abufes  in  the  public  ad- 
miniftratioii  of  military^  medical  arrangements,  or  firmly  to 
adopt  a determined  refolution  of  facrificing  private  intereft,  and 
even  perfonal  tranquillity,  to  the  execution  of  a defign  fo  deeply 
implicating  the  highefl  interefts  of  mankind. 

The  better  part  was  chofen.  It  was  firmly  refolved,  under 
all  thefe  difadvantages,  and  at  every  perfonal  hazard,  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the  inquiry  with  greater  afiiduity; 

The  accumulated  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  propriety  of  the 
plan  became  fo  clear  and  convincing,  that  it  was  cordially 
I adopted  and  diligently  profecuted  by  many  judicious  and  con- 
i fcientious  praditioners  in  the  army,  in  the  navy,  in  the  militia, 

1 and  in  the  Eaft  India  Company’s  fervice  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa, 

I and  America,  and  would  probably  have  become  univerfally 
[ prevalent,  had  not  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown, 
whofe  duty  it  was  to  have  protefted  and  fupported  thofe  by 
whom  it  was  carried  on,  opprelled,  perfecuted,  and  banlfhed 
them  from  the  fervice.  But  no  perfecution  could  damp  the 
ardour  with  which  the  inveftigation  has  hitherto  been  purfued*; 
not  even  the  malignant,  oppreffive,  illegal  meafures  of  adverfa- 
ries  armed  with  all  the  power  of  the  State,  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  and  the  flill  more  exorbitant  authority  derived  from  the 
adminiftration  of  a new  and  impracticable  fyftem  of  finance, 
profeffing  to  pay  the  public  creditors  at  the  extravagant  rate  of 
eighty  per  cent,  more  than  had  been  borrowed,  and  to  enrich 
the  nation  by  a falfe  pretence  of  raifing  public  credit ; while, 
in  reality,  it  only  enriched  the  few  infignificant  individuals,  de- 
nominated by  Davenant  the  Muck-worms  of  the  State,  afford- 
ed a pretence  of  extending  the  iron  hand  of  power,  and,  by  levy- 

ing 
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ing  money  without  the  confent  of  P^riiameut  ftilf  farther  to 
oppf efs  unoffending  fubjefls  deeply  engaged  in  the  mofl  la- 
borious exertions  for  the  public  fervice  ; whofe  only  crime  is^ 
an  honourable,  dutiful  refiftance  to  an  overwhelming  torrent  of 
corruption,  which  laid  the  foundation  for  the  pecuniary  em- 
barraffments  we  now  experience,  by  tempting  the  avarice  of 
money-jobbers  to  purchafe  in  the  funds  when  low,  to  fell  out  at 
an  advanced  price,  and,  with  immenfe  profit  to  themfelves,  and 
great  lofs  and  inconvenience  to  the  public,  to  carry  the  current 
coin  out  of  the  kingdom.  - 

. Though  the  account  of  thefe  important  difcoverles  and  im- 
provements had  been  printed  at  great  private^ expence,  yet  the 
publication  was  deferred  during  the  war ; and,  that  the  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  them  might  redound,  exclufively,  to  the 
benefit  of  this  country,  copies  of  the  work  were  gratuitoufly  pre- 
fented  to  thofe  in  the  principal  official  departments,  who,  if  they 
had  not  been  more  intent  on  promoting  their  private  intereft 
than  the  good  of  the  fervice,  might  have  rendered  them  effec- 
tual to  the  advancement  of  the  national  glory,  honour,  and  hap- 

* It  would  be  highly  improper  to  enlarge  here  on  that  illegal  proceeding.  From 
an  irrefiftible  impulfe  of  indifpenfible  duty,  it  has  been  humbly  reprefenied  to  the  only 
competent  tribunal,  the  Honourable  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of  England  ; art 
affembly  envied  and  admired  by  furrounding  nations,  in  which,  by  the  virtue,  heroifm, 
and  found  political  wifdom  of  our  revered  anceftors,  liberty,  property,  and  indepen- 
dence have  been  fo  well  fecured,  and  fo  firmly  eftabllflied,  as  to  reflefl  a grandeur  and 
dignity  on  a Britifii  fubjedt,  highly  extolled  by  foreigners,  as  far  fuperior  to  the  falfe 
fplendour  of  arbitrary  fovereigns.  A freeman  in  England  has  been  faid  to  be  greater 
than  a king. 

Defcendantg,  be  it  your  peculiar  cares, 

That  no  degenerate  dull  e’er  mix  with  theirs ! 
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pinefs,  to  the  fuccefs  of  our  military  operations  by  fea  and  land, 
and  to  the  prefervation  of  our  brave  failors  and  foldiers,  of  whom 
myriads  perifhed  from  negligence,  avarice,  and  Inhumanity. 

CHAP.  11. 

Of  the  Attention  paid  to  the  Inquiry  by  France. 

Heaving  thus  dlfintereftedly  facrificed  all  private  interefl:  to 
the  public  fervice,  and  faithfully  difcharged  the  duty  of  a loyal 
and  affeftionate  fubjeft,  it  became  no  lefs  obligatory,  on  the 
happy  return  of  univerfal  peace,  to  perform,  with  the  fame  zeal 
and  ardour,  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  a citizen  of  the  world. 

To  render  the  colleftion  of  facts  more  complete,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  beneficial  commercial  treaty  and  amicable  in- 
tercourfe  with  France,  after  intimating  the  intended  excurfion 
to  the  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign  department, 
and  ineifeftually  foliciting  the  favour  of  being  honoured 
with  his  commands,  the  French  military  hofpitals  were  vifited  ; 
and  the  humanity,  benevolence,  and  philanthropy  evinced  by 
the  French  phyficians,  philofophers,  ftatefmen,  and  military 
commanders,  in  the  cordial  reception  given  to  the  improve- 
ments made  in  military  medical  arrangements,  afforded  fome 
hope  of  foftening  the  perfevering,  obftinate  inhumanity  of 
thofe  in  the  high*official  departments  in  this  country,  by  an  ex- 
ample of  true  wifdom  and  found  political  oeconomy  in  a foreign 
kingdom,  where  a plan  for  the  prefervation  of  military  forces, 
obftinately  oppofed  in  this  country,  was  eagerly  adopted. 

Under 
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Under  this  delufive  hope,  as  the  only  means  left  untried,  to 
render  it  effedual  to  the  benefit  of  our  warlike  fellow-fubjeds, 
Obfervations -on  the  Connexion  of  Medicine  v/ith  Civil  Govern- 
ment and  Military  Operations,  were,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  prefented  to  the  Firft  Minifler 
of  France  and  a celebrated  General  Officer  in  the  French 
army. 

By  them  the  Obfervations  were  prefented  to  the  King  of 
France,  and,  by  his  order,  tranflated  into  the  French  language, 

fp 

to  be  publifhed  at  Paris  for  the  univerfal  benefit  of  mankind, 
and  the  Englifh  original  would  alfo  have  been  immediately 
publifhed. 

Though  thofe  in  the  high  official  departments  in  this  country 
' had  beheld,  with  the  moll  perfeft  apathy,  the  dreadful  morta- 
lity in  the  Britifh  army  and  navy,  and  the  confequent  failure  of 
the  belt  concerted  military  enterprifes,  tending  rapidly  to  na- 
tional degradation  ; yet,  roufed  from  their  torpid  indifference, 
by  a folicitude  for  their  falfe  dignity  and  high-toned  refponfibi- 
lity,  and  dreading  a comparifon,  highly  injurious  to  their  hol- 
low reputation,  between  the  real  dignity  of  intelligent  policy, 
and  the  falfe  pride  of  uninformed  gothic  barbarifm,  defcending 
from  their  altitude,  without  feeling  the  leaf!  remorfe  for  the 
dreadful  mortality  occafioned  by  their  obllinacy,  they  now  pre- 
tended to  approve  that  laborious  work  they  had  obflinately 
refilled  and  oppofed  for  a long  feries  of  years. 

I 

Unacquainted  with  the  influence  of  an  ingenuous  culti- 
vation of  the  liner  arts,  in  exalting  the  fentiments  of  benevo- 
lence and  philanthropy,  to  the^bfolute  exclufion  of  mean  pur- 
fuits,  they  grofsly  attempted  to  obtain,  by  corrupt  influence, 
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the  only  political  engine  they  knew  how  to  employ,  a copy  of 
• that  work  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  fupprefs,  and  which 
would  have  been  voluntarily  oflicred  up  as  an  act  of  beneficence, 
had  they  evinced  a fincere  intention  of  rendering  it  effectual  to^ 
the  benevolent  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended. 

But  confiant  only  in  oppofing  and  fupprefling  it,  though  they 
varied  the  means  they  perfifted  in  the  defign:  they  attempted, 
by  corrupting  the  proprietor  of  the  work,  to  obtain  his  authority 
^ to  recall  it  with  rudenefs  and  infolence  from  the  Firll  Minifier 
of  France,  who  had  cordially  received  it  with  that  polifhed  ur- 
banity which  is  at  once  the  teft  and  ornament  of  a well-informed 
mind,  a cultivated  underfianding,  and  a heart  open  as  day  to 
melting  charity^. 

Thefe  corrupt  arts  failed  in  England,  but  fucceeded  in 
France.  The  profligate  party  in  that  kingdom,  fuborned  by 
foreign  powers  and  fupported  by  foreign  wealth,  plunged  the 
country  into  civil  war;  and  being  for  fome  time  viftorious, 
they  proferibed,  exiled,  or  maffacred  the  virtuous  men  with 
whom  alone  thofe  employed  in  improving  military  medi- 
cal arrangements  were  connefted;  and,  during  the  reign  of 
anarchy,  the  publication  of  the  Obfervations  on  the  Connexion 
of  Medicine  with  Civil  Government  and  Military  Operations 
was,  on  the  motion  of  Mirabeauf,  fuppreffed  by  foreign  corrupt 
influence  in  the  National  Aflembly ; and  France  being  thus  ex- 
clufively  pofTeffed  of  the  means  of  preferving  her  military  forces, 
Italy,  proverbially,  in  all  former  ages,  the  grave  of  the  French 
armies,  became,  under  a better  Adminifiration,  by  the  fkilful  con„ 
duel  of  the  modern  Alexander,  the  triumphal  theatre  of  her  molT: 
fplendid  vidories. 
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The  parallel  between  the  ancient  and  modern  Alexander  is 
linking,  and  the  means  by  which  they  fucceeded  extremely 
fiinilar.  Both  paid  ftrift  attention  to  medical  arrangements. 
The  ancient  Alexander  fludied  phylic,  to  render  him  competent 
to  tlie  command  of  armies.  He  vifited  the  lick  in  their  canton- 
ments, and  attended  the  confultations  of  his  army  phyficians. 
He  honoured  thofe  who  excelled,  trufted  his  life  to  their  care 
with  implicit  confidence,  and  ordered  the  phyfician  who  at- 
tended his  favourite  Hephefiion  on  his  death-bed,  to  be  exe« 
cuted  for  ignorance  or  negleft  of  duty. 

The  modern  Alexander’s  attention  to  the  fick,  and  his  appli- 
cation to  the  ftudy  of  military  medical  arrangements,  gave  rife 
to  a report  of  his  having  been  bred  a phyfician;  and  he  emi- 
nently difplayed  the  fuperiority  gained  by  connefting  medicine 
with  military  arrangements,  when,  in  the  heat  of  viftory,  he 
arrefied  the  rapid  progrefs  of  a triumphant  army,  and  formed 
a cordon  round  the  contaminated  cantonments  of  the  Auftrian 
forces,  to  guard  againft  contagious  maladies  more  dangerous 
than  the  fword  of  the  enemy. 


CHAP.  III. 


Of  the  Oeconomy  of  the  Dire^ors  of  the  Eaf  India  Company  in  the 

Medical  Departments 

But  though  the  genuine  national  fpirit  was  mortified  by 
contrafting  the  condudt  of  the  French  Minifters  and  Military 
Commanders,  with  that  of  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  our 
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own  country,  yet  the  true  national  characler  was  nobly  vindi- 
catedj  and  its  reputation  redeemed,  by  the  Dire£tors  of  the  Eafh 
India  Company,  who,  while  they  pofTeired  the  uncontrouled 
direction  of  their  own  affairs,  difplayed  a degree  of  wifdom, 
humanity,  and  found  political  oeconomy,  not  excelled  by  the 
mod  exalted  flatefmen  in  the  mod  poliQied  countries  and  mod 
civilized  ages  of  the  world. 

The  mod  humane  attention  was  paid  to  the  health  of  the  troops, 
and  to  that  of  the  Company’s  fervants  by  fea  and  land ; and 
every  propofal  tending  to  that  purpofe  was  applauded  and  en- 
couraged. 

/ 

/ Dr.  Clark,  now  an  eminent  and  fuccefsful  phyfician  at  New- 
/ caftle,  having  collefted  many  valuable  obfervations  on  the  ma- 
! nagement  of  difeafes,  and  kept  a regular  journal,  during  a voy- 
age to  and  from  China  in  the  years  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  feventy-one  and  feventy-two,  they  were  approved  by  Sir 
John  Sylvefter,  who  then  conduded  the  medical  arrangements 
of  the  Company,  and,  by  his  recommendation,  publifhed  at  the 
Company’s  expence,  at  the  requefl  of  the  Diredors;  who  deter- 
mined, that  regular  journals  fhould,  in  future,  be  kept  in  all 
j the  (hips  trading  to  and  from  India,  and  that  no  Surgeon  fliould 
receive  his  appointments  till  his  medical  journal  was  depofited 
at  the  India  Houfe.  Thus  was  a plan,  originally  intended 
for  the  medical  arrangements  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  obfti- 
nately  oppofed  by  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown, 
adopted  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  by  the  wif- 
dom and  found  political  ceconomy  of  the  Diredors ; -and, 
after  their  example,  it  obtained  partially  in  the  army,  in  the 
navy,  and  in  the  militia,  in  Europe,  Afia,  Africa,  and  America ; 
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and  would,  probably,  with  the  countenance  of  the  Sovereign,, 
and  the  approbation  of  the  moft  celebrated  General  Officers, 
have  become  univerfally  prevalent,  had  not  the  Minifters  of  the 
Crown  unhappily  given  it  the  mofl  decided  oppolition. 

Had  the  arduous  labours  with  which  it  was  attended  In  its> 
origin  and  progrefs,  been  as  fruitlefs  as  they  proved  fuccefsful, 
they  ought  at  leaft  to  have  fecured  for  the  perfon  by  whom  . 
they  were  originally  undertaken,  and  affiduoufly  profecuted, 
that  common  prote6lion  which,  in  all  well-regulated  govern^ 
ments,  is  the  common  right  of  all  unoffending  fubjeSs. 

• Yet  in  a civilized  country,  in  tlie  eighteenth  century,,  and 
under  the  dominion  of  a mild,  humane,  and  equitable  Sove- 
reign, who  gave  countenance  to  the  plan  by  his  approbation^ 
and  under  the  forms  of  the  beft  frame  of  government  that  has- 
been  known  in  the  world,  means  have  been  contrived  to  render 
him  the  objeft  of  a virulent  perfecution,  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  the  mofl  arbitrary  government  or  amongfl  the  moff 
barbarous  nations. 

But  no^  perfonal  confideration  nor  private  injury  fhould  have 
provoked  him  to  obtrude  himfelf  into  public  notice,  had  not  the* 
circumftances  of  the  times  rendered  it  an  indifpenfible  public 

His  profeffional  occupations  led  him  to  undertake  amiinute* 
inveftigation  of  the  medical  arrangements  in  the  fervice  of  the 

o o 

Eaft  India  Company,  which,  while  under  the  foie  management 
of  the  Direftors,  v/ere,  for  feveral  years,  fingularly  judicious,, 
and  confequently  eminently  fuccefsful.  But  new  arrange- 
ments. 
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nients  bavins:  been  made,  under  the  direftion  of  the  Officers 
and  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  the  errors  which  had  been  cor- 
refted,  again  became  prevalent,  and  were  followed  by  alarming 
confequences.  ' 

On  the  firfl;  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-two,  after  a laborious  examination  of  the  Medical  Jour- 
nals at  the  India  Houfe,  in  which  from  four  to  fix  hours  in  the 
day  were  for  many  months  employed,  it  was  reprefented  to 
Adminiftration,  that  from  official  vouchers  it  appeared,  that 
pernicious  alterations  had  taken  place  in  the  medical  arrange- 
ments in  the  Company’s  fervice,  and  that  there  was  reafon  to 
^ believe  that  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and  the  brave  army  un- 
der his  command,  were  fuffering  feverely  from  mifmanagement, 
of  which  a particular  account  was  then  laid  before  the  Minifter, 
and  has  fince  been  publifhed,  with  many  judicious  additional 
dbfervations,  in  aPoftfeript  to  the  fecond  edition  of  Dr.  Clark’s 
Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  which  prevail  in  long  Voyages  to 
hot  Climates 

I 

Such  further  information  was  alfo  offered,  as  might  have 
enabled  Minifters  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  their  wifdom  might 
direct,  to  avert  the  calamities  which  muft  infallibly  enfue, 
fhould  fuch  information  be  treated  in  future  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  fimilar  reprefentations  have  been  on  former  occafions. 

But  the  fame  indifference  concerning  the  mortality  in  the 
army  and  navy,  the  fame  difregard  of  the  valuable  lives  offered 

* See  a Report  of  the  PraClice  in  Fevers  in  the  Ships  in  the  Service  of  the 
Honourable  Fall  India  Company,  from  the  year  1770  to  1785.  Dr.  Clark’s  Obfer- 
X'ations,  Vol.  II.  p.  464^ 
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up  in  defence  of  their  country,  the  fame  falfe  pride,  and  the  fame 
anxious  folicitude  for  afFe6led  dignity,  high-toned  refponfibllity^, 
and  pompous  reputation,  already  difcovered  in  their  condu6l 
refpefting  the  Obfervations  on  the  Conne6lion  of  Medicine  with 
Civil  Government  and  Military  Operations,  was  now,  again,^ 
eminently  difplayed  by  a callous  indifference  to  the  lives  of 
thofe  gallant  men,  and  a keen  attention  to  fordid,  interefted. 
purpofes. 

The  public  intereft  being  ftrongly  expreffed  for  the  fate  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief  in  India,  and  the  brave  army  under 
his  command,  the  adherents  of  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the 
Crown  endeavoured  to  caff  reflections  on  that  meritorious 
commander,  and  to  fcreen  their  own  mifconduCl  by  throwing" 
the  odium  upon  him.  But,  failing  in  that  diOionourable  at- 
tempt, they  affumed  anew  charafler;  and affeCUng great  anxiety 
for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  valuable  lives,  for  which,  on  all 
former  occafions,  they  had  betrayed  the  moft  callous  indiffe- 
rence, they  pretended  an  ardent  defire  to  introduce  into  the 
fervice  the  plan  of  medical  arrangements  they  had  conffantly^ 
oppofed. 

But,  only,  fixed  in  their  ruling  paffion,  they  were  more  folicit- 
ous  to  obtain  unmerited  applaiife,  than  to  enfure  fuccefs  to  the 
meafures  they  pretended  to  adopt,  and  fafety  to  thofe  for  whofc 
benefit  they  were  intended.  They,  indeed,  requeffed  a plan  to- 
be  made  out  for  correcting  the  errors  which  had  become  preva- 
lent. Their  commands  were  immediately  obeyed..  But  widi- 
out  confulting  thofe  to  whom,  by  long  experience,  the  praCtice 
had  become  familiar,  they  affected  clearly  to  underftand  what 
they  had  never  deigned  to  examine,  and  rendered  the  plan, 

by 
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'by  their  management,  abfolutely  imprafticable  in  the  execii' 
tion. 

r 

» 

Yet  the  pretence  gained  them  a temporary  popularity;  and 
ibme,  who  by  the  abfurd  manner  in  which  it  was  to  have  been 
carried  into  effect,  became  interefted  in  defeating  the  defign,  fent 
a pretended  courier  with  a forged  exprefs,  announcing  the 
taking  of  Seringapatam,  and  the  triumphant  fuccefs  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  forces  in  India*^. 

Thus  relieved  by  falfe  intelligence  from  their  anxious  concern 
for  themfelves,  they  refumed  their  ufual  confidence,  and  un- 
difguifed  indifference  concerning  the  deftruftive  ravages  of 
contagious  difeafes  in  the  army  and  navy ; and  before  the  for- 
gery was  detected,  the  prudence  and  found  policy  of  the  Com- 
mander  in  Chief  had  realifed  the  falfe  paradife  in  which  they 
exulted.  By  a wife  and  politic  exercife  of  the  powers  with 
which  he  was  inverted  as  Civil  Governor,  he  concluded  a treaty 
of  peace;  which  extricated  the  troops  from  the  danger  in  which 
they  were  involved,  and  the  nation  from  the  difgrace  with 
which  it  was  threatened,  by  the  obrtinacy  of  Adminirtration, 
veiled  under  a mafk  of  firmnefs  and  prudence. 


CHAP.  IV. 


Of  the  continued  Oppojition  of  the  Officers  and  Minl/lers  of  the  Crown  ^ to 
the  Plan  for  Improving  Medical  Arrangements ; and  a Proof  of  its 
complete  Succefs  m the  Wef  Indies^  notwithfanding  that  Oppoftiom 


At  this  critical  period,  a new  flratagem  was  artfully  emplcyed 
to  delude  and  deceive  the  people.  Thofe  who  were  firmly 


* See  Note  C. 
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attached  to  the  Conftitution  as  fettled  at  the  Revolution,  and  to 
the  Protellant  Succeffion  in  the  illuflrious  Houfe  of  Hanover, 
and  all  who  demurred  to  the  infallibility  of  Adminiftration,  and 
their  right  to  domineer  over  every  branch  of  the  Conftitution 
and  every  fubje6l,in  the  realm,  were  accufed  as  difaffefted  per- 
fons  tainted  with  undefined  French  principles,  and  branded 
with  the  odious  appellations  of  jacobins.  Levellers,  Republicans, 

and  Democrats. 

Under  this  denomination,  amongft  others  whofe  laborious  in- 
veftigations  tended  to  expofe  official  peculation,  was  claffed  the 
Surgeon  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  who  hav- 
ing afcled  as  officiating  Clerk  to  the  Phyfician  of  the  Weftminfter 
General  Difpenfary,  where  the  plan  of  medical  arrangements 
was  originally  inftituted,  was  inffrufted  in  the  proper  manner  ol 
correctly  entering  all  the  cafes  treated  at  the  Difpenfary,  and 
making  out  regular  monthly  and  annual  returns  from  thele  en- 
tries. From  thence  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  s-mate  to  the 
twenty-ninth  regiment ; embarked  with  that  regiment  from 
Chatham  Barracks  in  the  month  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven 

hundred  and  feventy-fix,  and  ferved  eleven  yeais  in  North 

» 

America,  in  that  capacity. 

On  the  feventh  of  May,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-ei^^ht,  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  third  battalion 
of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  in  which  he  ferved  in  the  Weft  Indies 
till  Oaober,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

Monthly  returns  of  the  fick  in  the  twenty-ninth  regiment,  com- 
mencing in  Oftober,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  ending  July  lecond,  one  thoufand  feven  hundied  and 
eighty-two,  were  regularly  made  out  by  him,  and  tranfmitted 

D , . to 
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to  Dr.  Hugh  Alexander  Kennedy,  Phyfician  to  the  Army,  and 
Infpeftor  of  Regimental  Hofpitals  in  Canada^. 

He  purfued.  the  fame  plan  in  the  W eft  Indies,  and  made  out 
returns  from  books  correftly  kept  according  to  the  forms  of  the 
Weftminfter  General  Difpenfary,  and  regularly  prefented  them 
to  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  afterwards  tranfmitted  them 
every  fix  months  to  Mr.  Adair,  Surgeon  General  to  the  Army, 
and  to  Mr.  Hunter  who  fucceeded  him  in  that  office,  in  obe* 
dience  to  an  order  figned  by  Sir  Clifton  Wintringham,  Phyficiaa 
General,  and  Robert'Adair,  Efq.  Surgeon  General  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Forces. 

From  thefe  official  records,  which  might  be  fuftained  as  legal 
evidence  in  a court  of  juftice,  it  appears,  that  even  in  that  for- 
midable difeafe  denominated  the  Yellow  Fever,  and  pronounced 
incurable,  not  more  than  one  in  one  hundred  and  four  died  ; 
and  that,  excepting  confumptions,  of  which  only  fifteen  fatal 
cafes  occurred  in  a period  of  nearly  four  years,  there  were  no 
other  fatal  difeafes  under  Mr.  Reide’s  management +. 

On  his  return  to  England,  judging  it  an  indifpenfible  duty  to 
contribute,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power,  to  the  correction  of  fatal 
abufes  in  military  medical  arrangements,  he  publiflied  a Journal 
of  the  Difeafes  and  Movements  of  the  Twenty-nintli  RegiraenK 
from  February,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix, 
to  December,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-feven; 
and  a Journal  of  the  Difeafes  and  Movements  of  the  Third  Bat- 
talion of  the  Sixtieth  Regiment,  from  May,  One  thoufand  fe- 
ven hundred  and  eighty-eight,  to  September,  One  thoufand 
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feven  hundred  and  ninety-one  ; together  with  corre£t  Monthly 
and  Annual  Returns  of  the  Sick  of  thofe  Regiments  during  that 

Period. 

In  confideration  of  his  meritorious  fervices  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed, by  his  Majefly'^,  Surgeon  to  the  hill  battalion  of  tlm 
firft  (or  Royal)  regiment  of  loot ; and  as  a mark  ol  attachment 
to  the  Royal  Family,  and  of  high  eftimation  of  his  Royal  fligh- 
nefs  the  Duke  of  York,  he  dedicated  his  work  to  that  illullrious 
Commander 

This  juft  tribute  of  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign  and  attachment 
to  the  Prince  was  not  to  be  forgiven.  The  lirft  opportunity  of 
refenting  it  was  eagerly  feized.  His  Majefty’  obferving,  in  the 
Army  Returns,  Mr,  Reide’s  eminent  fuccefs  in  the  Weft  India 
Fever,  which,  by  thofe  whom  Minifters  fupported,  was  de-  ■ 
dared  incurable}  appointed  him  Apothecary  General  on  the 
ftalF  to  the  forces  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Moira.  The  Mini- 
fters, in  purfuance  of  a fettled  defign  of  ufurping  the  whole 
power  of  the  State,  and  deterring  all  in  inferior  ftations  from 
paying  more  refped  to  his  Majefty  than  to  his  fervants,  at  the 
- hazard  of  the  deftruaioh  of  his  Majefty ’s  forces,  withheld  the 
commilfton,  at  a critical  period,  when  the  aftiftance  of  thofe  in 
the  medical  department,  who  had  evinced  their  diligence  by 
uniform  fuccefs,  was  abfolutely  eftential  to  the  fervice  ; and, 
with  infatuated  perverfenefs,  turned  the  advantage  of  which 
they  were  polleffed  againft  themfelves,  by  converting  the  fer- 
vices which  had  fucceeded  in  preferving  the  valuable  lives  of 
his  Majefty ’s  forces  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to  deftroying  lives  in 
Ireland  by  military  execution;  an  employment  from  whicli  he 

* See  Note  F. 
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ought  to  have  been  excluded,  if  they  really  believed  him  a De- 
mocrat, a Republican,  and  a Jacobin.  So  much  lefs  fcrupulous 
are  his  Majefty’s  Miniders  in  fclecling  indruments  cf  deftruc- 
tion,  than  in  adopting  approved  means  of  preferving  the  brave 
defenders  of  their  country  ! Mr.  Reide  is  now  a Captain  and 
Adjutant  in  a regiment  ferving  in  Ireland  ; a ftation  to  which 
thoufands  were  competent ; but  it  does  not  appear  that  his 
place  in  the  medical  department  has  been  fuccefsfully  fupplied. 
On  the  contrary,  in  a few  weeks  the  forces  under  Lord  Moira’s 
command  were  difabled  by  fickncfs,  to  the  aftonifhment  of 
Colonel,  now  Brigadier  General  Strutt,  who  ferved  in  that 
army,  and  who  had  commanded  the  third  battalion  of  the  fix- 
tieth  regiment  in  the  Weft  Indies ; had  been  witnefs  of  Mr. 
Reide’s  fuccefs,  and  praftically  experienced  it  in  his  own  cafe, 
in  that  difeafe  which  proved  univerfally  fatal  under  different 
management. 

Minifters  having  thus  fuppreffed  a plan  which  had  proved 
uniformly  fuccefsful,  his  Majefty’s  forces  in  every  part  of 
the  world  became  lickly,  debilitated,  and  abfolutely  incapa- 
ble of  vigorous  exertion,  excepting  in  fome  inftances,  when 
they  were  brought  to  a61;ion  before  they  had  been  fo  long 
aiTembled  as  to  fuffer  from  contagious  difeafes.  In  the  Weft 
Indies  the  mortality  became  dreadful  beyond  example,  though 
the  difeafe  that,  from  improper  medical  arrangements,  has 
proved  fo  deftruefive,  is  more  fpeedily  and  more  certainly 
cured  in  the  Weft  Indies  than  in  cold  countries;  and  much 
more  eafily  cured  in  the  hot  than  in  the  cold  feafon,  in  more 
temperate  climates.  The  contraft  between  the  management  ap- 
proved by  his  Majefty  and  that  which  Minifters  fubftituted  and 
have  obftinately  fupported,  is  too  ftriking  to  be  miftaken  or 
mifreprefented. 
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On  the  26th  of  December,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  the  twenty-fird  regiment  of  foot  had  loft  no  lefs  • 
than  nine  officers,  and  more  than  one  hundred  private  foldiers, 
in  the  Weft  Indies;  while  the  third  battalion  of  the  fixtieth  re- 
giment, quartered  in  the  fame  ifland,  having  become  hardy 
veterans,  or,  in  the  military  phrafe,  feafoned  troops,  under  Mr. 
Reide’s  care,  loft,  during  the  fame  period,  only  one  man  by 
difeafe ; and  a more  fuccefsful  practice  having  thus  been  intro- 
duced into  that  ifland,  the  inhabitants  have  alfo  become  more 
healthy  than  tbofe  of  the  neighbouring  iflands. 

The  whole  of  Mr.  Reide’s  praftice,  and  the  general  average 
of  fuccefs  during  three  years  and  three  months,  in  the  Weft  in- 
dies, appear  in  numbers  in  the  following  Tables  compofed  from 
official  monthly  returns,  regularly  made  to  Colonel,  now  Briga- 
dier Ge;neral  Strutt,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  and  tranf- 
mitted  every  fix  months  to  Mr.  Adair  and  Mr.  Hunter,  Surgeons 

General  to  the  Army*. 


No.  I. 

'Table  of  the  Proportion  of  Deaths  to  the  whole  Number  of  Sick,  from 

June  1788/1?  September  1791. 


"No. 

Year. 

Entered. 

Died. 

Average  of  Deaths. 

I 

1788 

342 

2 

I in  170 

2 

178Q 

595 

9 

I in  DO 

3 

1790 

628 

10 

I in  68^  nearly 

• 

4 

4791 

401 

4 

I in  TOO  i 

— ,, — — — - 

Grand  total 

1966 

25 

!i  in  78-2- 

* Reide’s  View  of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army.  London,  I793- 
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No.  II. 

P able  of  Deaths  in  the  Remitting  Fever  of  the  IVeJl  Indie Sy  denominated 
the  Yellow  Fever  by  His  Majeffs  Miniftersy  and  deemed  incur  able  y 
as  it  has  actually  proved  under  their  Arrangements. 


No. 

Year. 

Remit- 

tingfever. 

Of  whom 
died. 

Dyfentery. 

Of  whom 
died. 

Total. 

I 

t— 1 

GO 

CO 

207 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1789 

205 

4 

122 

I 

5 

3 

1790 

235 

2 

6b 

0 

2 

4 

^791 

179 

X 

24 

0 

I 

Grand  total 

826 

9 

212 

I 

10 

No.  III. 

Yable  of  the  Proportion  of  Deaths  in  Confumptiony  from  June  1788  to 

September  1791. 


j Confumption. 

Died. 

Average. 

23  1 15 

Nearly  two  thirds. 

There  were  no  other  difeafes  which  proved  fatal  in  the  third 
battalion  of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  while  the  medical  depart- 
ment was  conduced  according  to  the  plan  refilled  by  Admi- 
niftration. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Succefs  of  the  Plan  in  the  Militia. 

Th  E fame  plan  was  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs  in  the 
Militia,  in  England.  Mr.  John  Marfhal,  who  had  officiated  as 
Apothecary  to  the  Weflminfler  General  Difpenfary,  where  that 
plan  was  originally  inftituted,  became  Surgeon  to  the  firft  bat- 
talion of  the  Weft  Riding  Yorkffiire  Militia,  and  introduced 
that  praftice  into  that  department  of  the  fervice. 

From  the  official  return  of  that  regiment  it  appears,  that  from 
the  firft  of  February,  one  thoufand-  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  to  the  fifteenth  of  March,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  a period  of  one  year  and  fifteen  days,  there  wercj 
in  that  Regiment, 

Reported  fick  _ . - - 707 

Returned  of  that  number  to  duty  - - 749 

Difcharged  unfit  for  duty  - - - 5 

Left  the  regiment,  their  time  of  fervice  being  completed  3 
Sent  home  with  medicines  at  the  difembodiment  3 

Left  an  out-patient  at  Leeds  Infirmary  - i 

Left  in  the  country  . . - . i 

Died  - - - - ~ 5 

767 

The  proportion  of  deaths,  to  the  whole  number  of  fick,  is 

one  in  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  : a degree  of  health  fimilar 

to 
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to  that  in  the  third  battalion  of  the  fixtieth  regiment  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  not  furpafted  in  the  healthieft  village  of  any  of  the 
inoft  temperate  climates  in  Lurope 

' C H A P.  VI. 

Of  the  Succefs  of  the  fame  PraStke  in  the  Royal  Navy,  though  oppofed 

by  thofe  in  the  Official  Department, 

T H E fame  plan  was  introduced  in  the  Royal  Navy,  by  Dr. 
Robertfon,  now  Phyfician  to  the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich, 
with  the  fame  uniform  fuccefs.  While,  with  the  greateft  care 
and  attention  to  his  duty,  he  followed  the  beft  pradice  then 
known,  or  that  could  be  adopted,  in  the  imperfe^l  ftate  oi  mi- 
nifterial  military  medical  arrangements,  the  pioportion  of  deaths 
to  the  whole  number  of  fick,  was  nearly  one-eighth,  or,  on  an 
average  for  one  year,  nearly  half  the  ftrip’s  complement ; a 
pradice,  though  extremely  fatal,  much  more  fuccefsful  than  the 
“^^eneral  average  under  the  prefent  minifterial  regulations. 

But  when  he  adopted  the  plan  oppofed  and  ultimately  fup- 
prelfed  by  his  Majefty’s  Minifters,  and  provided,  at  his  own 
expence,  the  proper  remedies  denied  him  in  the  official  depart- 

jnent of  two  hundred  and  feventy-nine  ill  on  boaid  the 

Rainbow,  of  that  fever  now  declared  mortal  and  incurable, 
and  which  has  indeed  proved  univerfally  fatal  to  the  Britifh 
forces,  the  whole  recovered.  Two  others,  not  fuppofed  to  be 
in  danger,  took  antimonial  medicines  and  died. 

* See  Note  G. 
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But  vwhen  it  is  contidered  that  this  plan,  direclly  oppofite  to 
the  received  opinions  concerning  the  efficacy  of  antimonial  and 
mercurial  medicines  and  profufe  evacuations,  was  thus  fuccefs- 
fully  adopted,  in  three  different  voyages  to  the  Weff  Indies,  and 
the  Coaft  of  Africa,  by  Dr.  Robertfon ; as  well  as  in  the  Eafl 
Indies  by  Dr.  Clark ; and  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies  by 
Mr.  Reide ; the  prejudices  concerning  the  inevitable  mortality 
of  difeafes  in  thefe  climates,  can  no  longer  be  maintained;  and 
it  muff  be  lamented,  that  the  fame  arrangements  were  not  effa- 
blifhed  in  the  various  departments  during  the  prefent  war;  fince  - 
it  may  be  juftiy  concluded,  they  muff  have  given  a decided 
effefcl  to  the  vafl  fuperiority  of  the  Combined  Towers  over  an 
enemy,  who  had  nothing  to  counterbalance  the  great  difad- 
vantages  of  internal  anarchy,  and  a powerful  combination  of 
external  enemies,  but  a ftrift  attention  to  medical  difcoveries 
and  improvements,  which  a few  individuals  in  this  country  have,  | 
indeed,  had  the  honour  of  confirming  by  the  unerring  evi-  | 
dence  of  arithmetical  calculation,  but  which  have  moft  unfor-  | 
tunately  been  decidedly  turned  againft  us  in  the  great  fcale  of  ^ 
military  operations. 

C H A P.  VI r. 

Of  the  General  Medical  Practice  in  the  Army* 

r O contraft  the  Pradice  of  thofe  Gentlemen  whofe  Official 
Returns  have  been  examined,  not  regular  bred  Phyficians,  and 
one  of  whom,  now  banifhed  from  the  medical  department, 
had  no  other  medical  inffruction  than  what  he  received  during 
an  official  refidence,  for  one  year,  at  the  Weftminffer  General 
Difpenfary,  as  Phyfician's  Clerk,  with  that  of  Sir  John  Pringle, 
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an  Army  Phyfician  of  the  highell:  eminence,  of  extenfive  ex- 
perience, and  celebrated  throughout  the  world  for  his  fuperior 
learning  and  abilities,  attentive  obfervation,  diligence,  fidelity 
and  afliduity,  muil  be  highly  favourable  to  miniderial  arrange- 
ments, protected  by  the  whole  power  of  the  State,  and  fup- 
ported  at  unbounded  expence ; and  extremely  unfavourable  to 
a plan  introduced  by  perfecuted  opprelTed  individuals,  and 
fuflained,  ainidft  the  mod  malignant  oppodtion,  by  the  narrow' 
funds  of  private  refources. 

Sir  John  Pringle’s  military  pradice  w^as  confined  to  Ger- 
many, Flanders,  and  Great  Britain,  climates  very  improperly 
denominated  healthy,  as  contraded  with  Ada,  Africa,  and  Ame- 
rica, as,  in  the  courfe  of  this  inquiry,  has  been,  and  will  in 
the  fequel  be  dill  more  fully,  demondrated, 

\ 

The  detail  of  Sir  John  Pringle’s  military  pra61ice  commences 
in  June  1742.  In  1743  an  Hofpital  w^as  opened  at  Fecken- 
ham,  to  which  about  dfteen  hundred  dek  w^ere  fent  from  the 
•camp,  mod  of  whorn'were  ill  of  tiie  Dyfentery,  with  which  the 
Apothecaries,  Nurfes,  and  other  Attendants,  with  mod  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  village,  were  foon  infecled''^ 

I 

Of  fourteen  Mates  employed  about  the  dckj,  dve  died ; and 
excepting  one  or  two,  all  the  red  had  been  ill  and  in  danger. 
The  Hofpital  lod  near  hair  the  dek;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village,  having  drd  received  the  Flux,  and  afterwards  the  Fever 
by  contagion,  wxre  almod  utterly  dedroyed  +. 

Three  thoufand  dek  were  left  in  Germany;  but  orders  com- 


* Obfervations  on  Difeafes  in  the  Army,  p.  222  ; 2d  edition. 
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ing  foon  after  to  remove  all  the  fick  from  Germany  to  Flanders^ 
they  were  embarked  in  bilanders,  and  conveyed  by  water  to 
Ghent.  Above  half  the  number  died  by  the  way,  and  feveral 
more  foon  after  their  arrival 

A parcel  of  tents  were  fent  on  board  the  fame  bilanders  with 
the  fick,  which,  being  to  be  refitted,  were  put  into  the  hands  of 
a tradefman  at  Ghent,  who  employed  twenty-three  journeymen 
about  the  work;  but  thofe  unhappy  men  were  quickly  feized 
with  a malignant  fever,  and  feventeen  of  them  died  f. 

This  difeafe,  though  fuppofed  by  that  learned  phyfician  to 
be  peculiar  to  a different  climate  was  of  Englifli  origin.  In  the 
year  preceding  the  war,  the  troops  having  encamped  on  Lexden 
heath,  near  Colchefter,  and  ftaid  late  out,  returned  fickly  into 
quarters.  Now  it  was  obfervable,  that  thofe  who  recovered  * 
and  went  over  to  Flanders,  were  the  firft  fick  in  the  garrifons  ; 
and  that  the  fame  men,  with  others  who  were  taken  ill  in  the 
Low  Countries,  were  alfo  the  firll  ill  in  the  cantonments,  and 
afterwards  in  the  camp  in  Germany.  So  that  thefe  Corps  were 
never  healthful  till  they  ]oft  all  their  weak  men  ; which,  indeed, 
in  a great  meafure  happened  in  the  courfe  of  the  firfl  Cam- 
paign  §. 

The  two  following  Campaigns  in  Flanders  w^ere  remarkably 
healthful  II;  but  on  the  return  of  the  troops  from  Flanders  in  the 
year  1745,  the  men  embarked  in  perfedl  health,  but  fell  ill  of 
Remitting  Fevers  during  the  voyage,  and  arrived  fickly  at  New« 
calfle,  Holy  Ifland,  and  Berwick.  An  Hofpital  was  made  at 

* Obfervatlons  on  Dlfeafes  of  the  Army,  p.  26;  2d  edition.  f Ib.  p.  27. 

X Preface  to  the  Obfervatlons  on  the  Difeafes  c-f  the  Army,  p,  1 1 ; and  Appendix, 
6th  edition,  j Ib.  p.  123.  ■ !>  tb.  p.  12  r. 
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NewcaRlc,  in  which  the  Sick  as  they  landed  were  lodged:  not 
only  the  Nurfes  were  taken  ill,  but  alfo  the  Medical  Attendants 
infomuch  that  three  of  the  Apothecaries  of  that  place,  and  two 
Journeymen  employed,  were  feized  with  the  contagion  and 
died 

Ligonier’s  and  Price’s  regiments  landed  at  Holy  Ifland.  They 
had  embarked  in  perfe6f  health ; but  before  they  arrived  they 
were  in  the  fame  condition  with  thofe  at  Newcaftle:  ninety- 
feven  were  taken  out  of  the  lliips  ill  of  the  malignant  fever, 
whereof  forty  died ; and  the  people  of  the  place  receiving  the 
infedion,  in  a few  weeks  buried  fifty,  which  was  a fixth  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  fmall  ifland.  A^  greater  proportion  than 
that  on  an  average  of  the  whole  year  during  the  great  plague  in 
London,  conftantly  regarded  with  horror  and  aftonifliment  +. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  fatal  Corfequence  of  the  fame  Practice  in  the  Royal  Navy. 

The  fame  mortality  has  prevailed  in  the  Royal  Navy,  and 
even  in  the  Channel  fervice,  where  the  particular  influence  of  a 
hot  climate,  to  which  the  great  mortality  in  the  Wed  Indies  is 
afcribed,  cannot  be  alledged.  The  Tartar  fhip  of  war  was  fitted 
out  at  Deptford  in  the  months  of  Oftober  and  November, 
1770.  So  many  men  had  offered  themfelves,  that  the  officers 
had  an  opportunity  of  felefling  the  beft:  the  crew  confifted  of 
two  hundred  chofen  men.  On  the  fecond  of  December  two 

* Sir  John  Pringle’s  Obfervations,  p.  39.  f Ib.  p.  40,  41. 
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hundred  impreft  men  were  taken  on  board  from  the  guardfhip 
at  the  Nore.  Sicknefs  prevailed  ; the  principal  and  mod  com- 
mon complaint  was  the  fhip,  gaol,  or  hofpital  fev'er,  as  defcribed 
by  Sir  John  Pringle,  and  probably  treated  in  the  fame  manner, 
which  then  was,  and  now  is,  the  prevalent  praftice ; feventy 
were  fent  on  fhore  at  Deal,“  who,  if  they  had  not  gone  immediately, 
muff  it  was  affirmed,  “ have  died  on  board."  It  being  reported 
that  the  Tartar  had  the  plague  on  board,  Admiral  Geary,  who 
commanded  at  Portfmouth,  ilfued  orders,  that  on  the  ai  rival  of 
the  Tartar  at  Spithead  none  of  her  boats  fhould  be  allowed  to 
go  on  fhore,  nor  any  of  the  men  to  go  on  boaid  an^  olhei  fhip , 
that  none  of  the  boats  of  the  fleet  fhould  be  fuffcied  to 
vifit  her,  until  a report  was  made  to  the  Admiral  of  the  ical 
nature  of  the  difeafe,  by  proper  officers  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  As  foon  as  the  report  was  made  to  the  Admiral,  orders 
were  given  to  fend  as  many  of  the  lick  to  Haflar  Hofpital  as 
might  be  judged  neceffary.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  of  the 
worfl  cafes  were  fent  immediately  ; and  others  as  foon  as  ac- 
commodations could  be  got  ready.  Three  days  aftei  her 
arrival  the  fhip  appeared  almoft  unmanned,  fo  few  were  left  on 
board;  and  many  died  in  the  Hofpital. 


But  a more  recent  example  lately  occurred  in  the  Channel 
Fleet,  which  was  nearly  difabled  by  the  fcuivy,  the  ulual  con 
fecjuence  of  mifmanagement  in  fevers ; as  was  faithfully  repre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty’s  Minifters  in  a Memorial  prefented  to 
them  by  command  of  the  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Controul, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ilxchec|ucr,  on 
the  27th  of  January,  1792.  Inllead  of  applying  the  cautions  to 
the  fafety  of  the  fleet,  and  vindicating  the  facred  honour  of  the 
nation,  by  indemnifying  the  memorialift,  the  lives  of  the  brave 

failors  were  difregarded,  and  the  memorialifl,  while  zealoufly 
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engaged  in  the  njoli  laborious  exertions  for  the  public  fervice, 
was  calumniated,  circurr-veiUed,  enfnared,  and  furrounded  by 
fpies  and  informers,  deprived  of  his  property,  and  denied  that 
common  juftice  which,  in  all  well-regulated  governments,  is 
the  common  right  of  all  unoffending  fubje£ls 


C H A P.  IX. 


Of  the  Ancient  PreiAnce  In  the  French  Arm)\  and  its  Confequence^ 


rT^ 


1 HIS  great  mortality,  though  fhocking  to  humanity,  was 
not  fo  pernicious  to  the  vState  in  former  wars,  fince  the  ravages 
of  difeafes  were  then  hill  more  terrible  in  the  fleets  and  armies 
of  our  enemies.  “ In  what  light,”  fays  a modern  Hihorian, 
pofterity  will  view  the  tranfaclions  of  the  year  1757?  is  un- 
certain ; they  appear  to  us,  who  live  at  the  time,  and  know 
them  to  be  facts,  in  a marvellous  light.  It  is  fcarce  credible 
what  we  have  feen  achieved,  and  what  we  have  feen  mifearried. 


“ The  fpace  of  a firigle  year  never  exhibited  fuch  a feene  on  the 
theatre  of  a fingle  country  ; never  contained  fo  many  ftriking 
events,  never  difplayed  fo  many  revolutions  of  fortune,  as  thofe 
we  have  feen  in  Germany  ; revolutions  ndt  only  beyond  the 
moft  fanguine  expectations,  but  far  beyond  what  the  moft  ik- 
gacioLis  forefight,  reafoning  from  experience,  and  from  the 
nature  of  things,  could  poflibly  have  imagined.  Behold,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  the  King  of  PruHia  triumphant,  the  whole 
power  of  the  AuRrians  totally  defeated,  and  their  hopes  utterly 
ruined!  Suddenly  the  Auftrian  affairs  were  re-eftablifiiecl,  their 

* See  Chap.  1.  p.  6,  7.  Chap.  iv.  p.  13,  16.  and  Note  H. 
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armies  vi61orious,  and  the  King  ot  Prudia  defeated,  abandoned 
by  his  allies,  lurrounded  by  Ins  enemies,  and  reduced  to  the 
very  brink  of  defpair.  he  nfes  and  triumphs  again  beyond  all 
hopes,  and  defeats  and  levels  to  the  ground  the  united  power 
of  France,  Auftria,  and  the  Emperor.  A whole  Hanoverian 
army  of  forty  thoufand  men  fubmits  to  eighty  thoufand  French, 
and  are  only  not  prifoners  of  w'ar,  and  the  French  become 
poffedbrs  of  all  the  country  between  the  Wefer  and  the  Elbe  ; 
yet  thefe  lame  Hanoverians  refume  their  aims,  and  recov'er 
their  coimtry^.  Within  this  year  there  have  been  four  bundled 
. thoufand  men  in  action : Six  pitched  battles  have  been  fought  : 
Three  great  armies  demolilfied ; The  French  army  of  eighty 
thoufand  men  reduced  and  vanquifhed  without  fignting  . 1 he 
Ruffians  victorious,  yet  flying  as  if  they  had  been  vanquiflied  : 
A confederacy  of  the  five  greateft  Powers  in  Europe,  to  reduce 
one  fmall  Potentate ; and  all  the  flrength  of,  thefe  Powers 
exerted,  yet  baffled  in  one  fingle  campaign  by  the  King  of 
Pruffia.  ■ 


“ Chanp-e  the  fcene  to  Great  Britain.  All  the  northern  provinces 

o 

of  America  left  expofed  to  the  enemy  : The  troops  that  fliould 
have  defended  them  tranfported  to  be  exercifed  at  Halifax; 
while  the  French  ravaged  and  conquered  what  they  pleafed  : A 


Indians  conquered  ail  before  them.” 


All  thefe  marvellous  events  admit  of  an  eafy  explanation  by 
attending  to  the  infeparable  connedlion  between  medical  ar- 
rangements and  military  operations ; and  add  to  the  accumu- 
lated proof  of  the  fatal  confequences  of  neglecling  the  improve- 
ments made  in  military  medical  arrangements^  as  appears  ironi 


a limple 
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a li  111  pie  narrative  of  plain  facts.  Tliele  fcenes,  which  appeared 
in  fuch  a marvellous  light,  inevitably  originated  from  defective 
medical  arrangements,  and  the  confequent  deftruCtion  of  the 
military  forces  by  contagious  difeafes. 

Of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thoufand  men  fent  from  France 
to  Germany  in  the  year  1757,  not  quite  forty -fix  thoufand  fur- 
vived  the  firll  campaign,  though  they  fought  only  one  pitched 
battle,  in  which  no  more  than  two  thoufand  were  killed, 
wounded,  and  miffing.  The  miferable  ftate  of  this  army  de- 
termined the  French  Cabinet  to  recall  the  Duke  de  Richelieu, 
who  by  court  intrigue  had  obtained  the  chief  command  to  re^- 
pair  his  broken  fortune  ; and  had,  by  his  rapacioufnefs,  and  his 
mifbehaviour  toward  the  officers  and  negleil  of  the  private  men, 
difgulled  the  whole  army,  reduced  to  a moll  miferable  condi- 
tion for  want  of  proper  accommodations  and  well-planned  mi- 
litary medical  arrangements. 

The  Count  de  Clermont  who  fucceeded  him,  finding  the  army 
quite  unfit  for  fervice,  informed  the  King  that  he  found  his 
majedy’s  army  divided  into  three  bodies;  one  above  ground, 
who  were  become  thieves  and  vagabonds,  another  underground, 
and  the  third  in  the  hofpitals;  and  entreated  the  King’s  inflruc- 
tions,  whether  he  fliould  endeavour  to  bring  the  firft  away,  or 
flay  till  it  had  joined  the  other  two. 

Under  the  immediate  prefTure  of  affairs,  the  Count  had  been 
hurried  away  with  fuch  hafte,  that  he  neither  carried  difere- 
tionary  orders  with  him,  nor  proper  inftruftions  for  withdraw- 
ing his  army  ; and  his  delperate  circumftances  being  perfectly 
known  to  Prince  Ferdinand,  that  vigilant  and  able  general 
refolved  to  give  him  no  time  to  mend  his  condition,  or  to  re- 
cruit his  deplorable  remnant. 


The 
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The  Count  was  obliged  to  retire.  Prince  Ferdinand  piuTued^ 
and  drove  the  French  before  him  out  of  his  Britannic  Majefty’s 
eleftoral  dominions.  The  French  Miniftry  were  mortified  by 
this  defeat  of  the  Gallic  arms  ; and  by  the  flight  of  their  great  / 
army,  before  thofe  very  troops,  whom,  v^hiile  in  health  and  vi- 
gour, they  had  a few  months  before  treated  with  contempt 
and  derifion,  pent  up  in  a corner,  and  obliged  to  feek  their 
fecurity  by  laying  down  their  arms. 

The  people  were  fadly  convinced  of  the  fatal  effecls  of  cor- 
ruption and  intrigue.  On  that  urgent  emergency  the  truly 
noble  and  venerable  Marfhal  Duke  de  Bellifle  took  upon  him 
to  deliver  the  fentiments  of  the  French  Nation  to  the  Council, 
in  prefence  of  the  King,  with  a fpirit  of  patriotifm  exemplary 
to  men  of  high  rank  at  all  times  and  in  all  countries.  I know, 
faid  that  illuftrious  Nobleman,  the  date  of  our  armies ; it  gives 
me  great  grief,  and  no  lefs  indignation;  for,  befides  the  real  evil 
of  the  diforder,  it  reflefts  difgrace  and  infamy  on  the  govern- 
ment, and  on  the  whole  nation.  I know  but  too  well  to  what 
length  pillaging  and  peculation  has  been  carried,  for  want  of 
proper  difcipline,  by  the  officers,  after  the  example  fet  them 
by  their  generals.  It  mortifies  me  to  think  I am  a Frenchman : 
had  I commanded  the  army,  many  things  which  have  been 
done  would  not  have  been  done,  and -others  which  are  ne- 
glected vrould  have  been  executed.  I would  have  had  maga- 
zines and  hofpitals  well  ferved  and  properly  regulated,  and  we 

ffiould  now  have  been  as  much  beloved  as  we  are  abhorred. 

1 

The  people  alfo  expreffed  their  indignation  with  the  greateft 
freedom.  We  know  not,  faid  they,  the  whole  amount  of  our 
iofs,  but  we  are  too  well  informed  of  the  true  caufe  of  this  new 
difgrace  to  our  arms.  AVhile  we  deplore  the  lofs  of  fo  many 

F gallant 
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gallant  men,  we  cannot  help  attributing  it  to  the  prevalence  of 
levity  and  a pafiion  for  plealure,  which  are  inevitably  attended 
with  diffipation,  incapacity,  and  continual  craving.  Inflead  of 
Ifudying  their  duty,  and  qualifying  themfelves  to  difcharge  it, 
inflead  of  zealouOy  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  army  and 
interefl:  of  their  country,  and  ftriftly  fulfilling  the  King’s  in- 
tentions and  commands,  we  fee,  to  the  difgrace  of  the  nation, 
that  moft  of  the  leading  men  have  only  minded  enriching  them- 
felves ; and  while  they  authorife,  by  their  example,  and  for 
their  own  private  gain,  corruption  and  fraud  in  the  commifia- 
ries,  and  negligence  and  incapacity  in  the  medical  department, 
they  have  deftroyed  an  army  which,  under  a Marfnal  Saxe, 
would  have  given  law  to  all  Germany.  Hence  we  fee  the 
Bafiile  fill,  three  officers  of  high  rank  are  now  fent  there, 
and  no  leis  than  twelve  were  lodged  in  it  before.  Thefe  acts 
cf  juft  feverity  will,  we  hope,  bring  back  the  antient  fpirit  of 
honour,  difcipline,  and  oeconomy,  by  which  our  generals  and 
officers  were  formerly  diliinguifhed. 

Such  was  the  ingratitude  and  inhumanity  of  the  French  no- 
bility to  that  ufeful  clafs  of  brave  men,  to  whom,  while  rioting 
on  the  public  fpoils,  they  owed  their  fafety  and  proteftion,  and 
the  fccurity  of  their  property.  Such  was  the  intluence  of  ava- 
rice, that  a juft  and  generous  difpofition,  the  real  characleriflic 
of  true  nobility,  was  funk  and  degraded  by  an  overwhelming 
torrent  of  corruption,  peculation,  and  plunder. 

While  the  troops  were  thus  mouldering  away  by  negligence 
and  mifmanagement,  an  excefs  of  luxury  prevailed  among  thofe 
of  higher  rank.  Hofpitals  crowded  with  fick,  and  totally  un- 
provided with  neceffaries,  were  only  a paflage  to  the  grave; 
while  a train  of  waggons  followed  the  officers,  loaded  with  pro- 

vifions. 
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Tifions  and  forage  for  their  equipages,  utenfils  for  cookery,  and 
the  wliole  parade  of  a fplendid  wardrobe.  In  the  campaigns 
of  1756  and  1757  bread  was  fent  from  Paris  for  their  tables, 
and  the  water  of  the  Seine  for  their  coffee,  while  medical  ar« 
rangements  were  totally  neglefted,  and  the  brave  men  under 
their  command  cruelly  facrificed  to  a fyftem  of  peculation 

Even  in  times  of  profound  peace,  as  if  the  King’s  Minlfters 
had  determined  that  thefe  unhappy  men  fliould  have  no  truce 
with  mifery,  they  were  employed  in  digging  canals  for  water- 
works for  one  of  the  royal  palaces.  A mortal  difeafe,  originat- 
ing from  pernicious  pfaftice  and  deflrutiive  medical  arrange- 
ments, fwept  them  away.  Louvois,  the  Prime  Minifter,  was 
fo  callous  to  their  calamity,  that  with  perfe6l  indifference  he 
affirmed,  that  whether  they  fuffered  in  adminiftring  to  the  King’s 
pleafures  at  home  or  his  glory  abroad  was  of  little  confequence, 
while  they  had  the  honour  of  facrificing  their  lives  in  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  fervice,  and,  he  might  have  added,  of  augmenting  the 
aggregate  fund  of  peculation. 

Yet  fo  great  was  their  enthufiafm,  and  fo  unbounded  their  at- 
tachment to  their  Grand  Mon arque,  that,  amidft  their  calami- 
ties, they  ftill  maintained  the  moft  affeftionate  loyalty.  But  when 
the  diffufion  of  knowledge  opened  their  eyes  to  the  injuftice  of 
their oppreffors,  it  was  no  longer poffible  to  maintain  difcipline  and 
fubordination ; and  though  the  whole  fyftem  was  changed,  and 

the  moft  ardent  endeavours  were  called  forth  to  meliorate  their 

« 

condition,  and  provide  for  their  comfort  and  fafety  by  a humane 
benevolent  adminiftration,  the  time  for  conciliation  was  over 
before  meafures  could  be  arranged  to  convince,  them  of  the 

* i 

Tableau  de  Paris,  tom.  viii.  chap.  640.  ' ' , 
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beneficence  of  the  government  under  which  their  condition^ 
was  humanely  taken  into  the  moft  ferious  confideration  : the 
fenfc  of  former  fufferings  irritated  them  to  infurreftion  : their 
indignation  broke  out  with  violence,  and  terminated  in  the  dc- 
fertionof  their  Sovereign,  the  attack  of  the  Baflile,  and  the  total 
overthrow  of  the  Government : — a revolution  which,  though  it 
has  allonifiied  the  world,  appears  to  have  been  the  inevitable 
confequence  of  feif-evident  caufes. 

Among  other  wife  and  oeconomical  meafures  for  meliorating 

O O 

their  condition,  it  was  intended  that  great  attention  ibould  have 
been  paid  to  medical  arrangements  in  the  army,  in  the  navy^ 
in  hofpitals,  prifons,  and  in  every  public  department. 

In  purfuance  of  this  humane,  benevolent  defign,  during  the 
amicable  intercourfe  between  his  Majefty  and  the  late  King  of 
France,  Mr.  Neckar,  his  firft  Minifter,  having  been  informed 
that  great  improvements  had  been  made  in  England  in  that 
' department,  fent  a deputation,  under  the  countenance  and 
direftion  of  the  Minifters  of  this  country,  to  enquire  into  the 
extent  of  thefe  improvements.  Minifters  having  never  coun- 
tenanced, but  conflantly  oppofed  thofe  by  whom  thefe  improve- 
ments had  been  made,  the  French  deputation,  as  appears  by 
their  printed  Report,  profited  little  by  the  official  affiftance  of 
thofe  in  public  employments  in  this  country^. 

But  France  found  better  fources  of  information ; and  fo  far 
have  thofe  who  fucceffively  filled  the  places  of  public  funclion- 

^ Memoire  fur  les  Hopitaux  de  Paris,  par  M.  Jenon,  ProfelTeur  Royal  de  Patho- 
logic au  College  de  Chirurgic,  des  Academie  Royale  des  Sciences,  de  Chirurgie,  et  de 
la  Societe  Royale  d’ Agriculture  de  Paris  j imprime,  par  ordre  du  Roi,  a Paris,  ijSio 
Preface,  p.  48,  &c.  &Cr 
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aries  under  the  Revolutionary  Government  availed  themfelves 
of  difcoveries  oppofed,  difcountenanced  and  fuppreflTed  in  this 
country,  that  their  fuccefs  in  combating  fingly  the  coalefced 
Powers  of  Europe,  is,  in  a great  meafure,  to  be  attributed  to 
their  great  fuperiority  in  military  medi'cal  arrangements. 

C H A P.  X. 

Of  the  Confequence  f thefcrme  PraSiice  in  the  French  Navy  . 

The  iraperfeftion  of  military  medical  arrangements,  under 
the  old  regulations,  was  no  lefs  deftruciive  to  the  fleets,  than  to 
the  armies,  of  France.  A fleet,  under  the  command  of  M. 
Dubois  de  la  Motte,  took  its  departure  from  Breft  on  the 
third  of' May,  in  the  year  1757.  On  the  20th  of  June,  alter  a 
favourable  palfage,  the  fleet  anchored  in  the  Road  of  Louifburg. 
The  fquadron  had  remained  fome  time  in  Breft  Road,  where  it 
was  joined  by  the  Glorieux  and  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  from 
Rochfort.  Thefe  fhips,  having  taken  on  board  fome  convale- 
feents  from  Rochfort  hofpital,  foon  became  fickly.  They  fent 
four  hundred  men  to  the  hofpital  at  Breft,  The  remainder  of 
the  complement  of  thefe  two  fhips  was  fent  on  board  the  Mag- 
nifique,  which  became  fo  fickly  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed  on 
her  voyage,  and  was  left  on  the  coaft  of  Spam,  The  Glorieux 
and  Due  de  Bourgogne,  though  refitted  and  recruited  at  Breft, 
fuffered  greatly  during  the  voyage  ; and  the  contagion  being 
communicated  to  the  other  fhips  of  the  fquadronj  the  malady 
became  general. 

It  increafed  during  the  fummer ; and  at  the  departure  of  the 
fleet,  on  their  return  to  France,  on  the  30th  of  Odlober,  four 

hundred 
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hundred  men,  fo  ill  as  not  to  be  removed,  were  left  at  Louif- 
bourg,  About  a thoufand,  who,  though  extremely  ill,  exerted 
themfelves  as  convalefcents,  from  an  earneft  defire  of  revifiting 
their  native  country,  were  received  on  board  the  fquadron. 
In  fix  days,  almoft  the  whole  of  them,  together  with  many  others, 
•died;  but  all  who  were  left  at  Louifbourg,  twenty  excepted, 
recovered,  though  ill  accommodated,  and  in  an  unhealthy  fitua- 
tion,  but  probably  under  better  medical  management. 

From  improper  medical  arrangements,  the  contagion  and 
mortality  increafed  during  the  homeward-bound  voyage.  On 
the  fecond  of  November,  when  the  fquadron  arrived  in  Breft 
Road,  there  were  not  a fufficient  number  left  to  afiift  the  lick; 
and  the  ordinary  manoeuvres  could  not  be  performed  till  rein- 
forcements were  fent  from  Breft  to  moor  the  fhips.  The  Au- 
moniers  and  Surgeons  were  either  dead  or  dying,  and  were 
replaced  by  Surgeons  and  Affiftants  from  the  Marine  Hofpital, 
though  it  was  alfo  in  great  want  of  Surgeons ; a thoufand  men, 
ill  of  the  fame  malady,  having  been  fent  there  from  the  Bizarre 
and  Celebre,  two  fhips  which  had  arrived  two  days  before  from 
Quebec,  in  the  fame  miferable  condition  as  the  fquadron  from 
Louifbourg. 

The  infection  fpread  among  the  Phyficians,  Surgeons,  Aumo- 
niers,  Affiftants,  and  Nurfes;  few  efcaped,  and  moft  of  thofe 
who  were  taken  ill  died.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Surgeons  of 
Breft,  and  from  the  Hotel  Dieu  at  Paris  and  tlie  neighbouring 
provinces,  and  more  than  two  hundred  Affiftants,  became  vic- 
tims of  the  contagion,  befides  galley  ftaves,  who  were  compelled 
to  ferve  as  Affiftants,  under  a promife  of  regaining  their  liberty 
after  duly  performing  that  dangerous  duty. 


The 
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Tlie  difeafe  ftill  prevailing,  reached  the  town  of  Bred,  and 
made  terrible  havock  among  the  inferior  people.  The  fick 
were  abandoned,  and  the  houfes  filled  with  the  dying  and  the 
dead:  proclamations  were  ilTued  at  the  parifii  churches,  in- 
forming the  people  that  Phyficians  were  appointed  to  attend 
them  when  requefted,  and  that  food,  medicines,  and  other  ne- 
cefiaries  would  be  delivered  gratis  by  their  diredlion.  But  thi3> 
humane  defign  was  fruftrated,  there  being  feldom  a perfon  in 
the  houfe  able  to  make  the  neceffities  of  the  fick  known.  The 
Priefts  therefore  humanely  undertook  to  vilit  the  houfes  of  the 
poor  inhabitants,  and  to  give  intimation  to  the  Phyficians  wheie 
their  attendance  was  necelfary,  and  to  direcl  undertakers  to 
bury  the  dead;  and,  the  people  being  terrified  by  frequent 
funerals,  they  were  ordered  to  be  performed  filently,  without 
the  ufual  ceremony  of  ringing  of  bells. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  laudable  exertions,  the  contagion 
reached  the  middle  and  higher,  ranksj  and  the  neighbouring 
cantons.  Terror,  defolation,  and  difmay  pervaded  town  and 
country.  From  the  twenty-fecond  of  November  to  the  end  of 
February,  at  leaf!  ten  thoufand  died  in  the  hofpitals  at  Bred 
alone,  befides  the  great  mortality  in  the  town  and  neighbour- 
hood *. 


CHAP.  XL 

Of  Military  Medical  Arrangements  in  the  Frufian  Service. 

XhE  King  of  Pruffia  demonftrated,  in  his  own  cafe,  how  well 
he  was  informed  of  the  ftate  of  medicine,  and  how  much  better 

« M.  Poiflbnnier  Defperrkres  fur  les  Maladies  des  Gens  de  Mer,  p.  apy,  &c. 
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he  underflood  military  difeafes,  and  the  management  of  them, 
than  his  Phyficians.  In  the  month  of  November  1740,  when' 
the  news  of  the  death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Sixth  reached 
Rheinfberg,  where  the  King  lay  ill  of  a fever;  the  Phyficians  in 
waiting,  infatuated,  as  his  Majefly  relates,  with  ancient  preju- 
dices, refufed  to  give  him  the  Peruvian  bark.  He  took  it  con- 
trary to  their  advice,  having  greater  alfairs  in  view  than  nurfing 
a fever;  and  immediately  fet  about  preparing  for  thefe  military 
achievements,  in  which  he  difplayed  the  moft  brilliant  military 
talents,  and  the  foundeft  political  abilities^'. 

But,  involved  in  a complicated  and  widely-extended  war, 
demanding  all  that  Pcridl  attention,  prompt  decifion,  vigour  of 
mind,  and  determined  refolution,  which  extricated  him  from 

t 

difficulties  infuperable  to  inferior  abilities,  he  could  not  attend 
fo  much  to  the  ceconomy  of  hofpitals,  as  to  detefl  the  pre- 
valent errors  and  abufes  in  military  , medical  arrangements. 
I Notwithflanding  his  keen  difeernment,  he  was  deceived  by  the 
• ignorance  or  charlatanry  of  his  Phyficians,  who,  felecling  for 

the  experiment,  or  cafually  finding  flight  ailments,  in  which 

« 

Nature  prevailed  over  the  difeafe  and  the  blunders  of  the  Phy- 
ficians, admlniftered  fmall  dofes  of  ^Tartar  Emetic,  and  reported 
to  his  MajeRy,  that  of  a hundred  foldiers  ill  of  the  Hofpital 
Fever,  who  took  that  medicine,  not  more  than  three  died:  but 
no  official  returns  corroborate  this  ail'ertion  ; nor  is  it  poffible 
they  Ihould,  fince  it  is  now  eRabliflied  by  accurate  arithmetical 
calculations,  founded  on  authentic  official  regiRers  during  half 
a century,  which  not  only  amount  to  perfefl  demonRration,'but 
ferve  to  correcl  pernicious  inferences  drawn  from  partial  im- 
perfe6l  experiments  or  falfe  Ratements,  that  of  all  the  methods 


* Oeuvres  Pofthumes  de  Rol  d-e  Pruffe,  tom.  i.  p.  125. 
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of  treating  that  fever,  that  of  profufe  bleeding,  the  abufe  of 
purgatives  and  mercurial  medicines  excepted,  this  is  the  moft 
unfuccefsful ; a warning  to  Statefmen,  Philofophers,  and  Phy- 
ficians  to  admit  of  no  evidence,  however  refpeaable  the  autho- 
rity by  which  it  may  be  fupported,  unlefs  it  is  founded  on  a- 
regular  feries  of  official  Returns  for  a fufficient  length  of  time, 

parts  of  the  fervice,  and  in  various  chmates  and 
fituations,  checked  and  authenticated  by  proper  Officers,  and. 
invariably  leading  to  one  and  the  fame  conclufion. 

Were  any  further  example  neceffaiy  to  enfoice  this  caution, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  works  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  an  Aimy 
Phyfician  of  the  greateft  abilities,  and  of  the  highefl  honour  and 
integrity ; who,  infatuated,  like  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  Phyficians,. 
by  ancient  prejudices,  and  deceived  by  prevailing  opinions  and 
the  fycophancy  and  falfe  ftatements  of  medical  dependants,  was* 
himfelf  milled  into  dangerous  errors  ; and,  by  his  great  in- 
fluence and  profeffional  authority,  milled  the  praaitioners  in 
his  Majefty’s  Army  and  Navy,  by  recommending  that  very 
medicine*,  and  extolling  a praftice  as  having  arrived  at  as 
much  perfedlion  as  could  be  expeded  +,  though  it  appears  from 
the  fadls  which  he  himfelf  has  Hated, and  from  the  general  refult" 
of  all  fucceeding  experience,  that  of  thofe  who  were  treated  in 
that  manner,  a greater  proportion  died  than  in  the  great  Plague 
in  LondonJ. 

Had  this  learned  Phyfician  brought  the  fafls  he  colleded  to 

* Obfervations  on  Dlfeafes  of  the  Army,  by  Sir  John  Pringle,  Bart. ; 6th  edition, 
p.  201  — 204. 

Poftfcript  of  Sir  John  Pringle  to  M.  de  Hacn. 

$ See  Chap.  vU.  p.'  25— 28  ; and  Obfervations-on  the  Management  of  Dtfeafes  in 
the  Army  and  Navy,  ghap,  v.  fe^t.  pojji”*. 
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the  tell  of  arithmetical  calculation,  for  which  he  has  furnlfhed 
more  materials  than  any  of  his  predeceffors  in  modern  times, 
the  infatuation  of  ancient  prejudices  mult  have  been  abandoned, 
and  this  pernicious  error  muft  have  been  correfted.  But  that 
method  of  demonhrating  the  comparative  fuccefs  of  different 
management  of  difeafes  in  the  Army  and  ISi'avy  was  not  in- 
vented till  a later  period  : and  perhaps  it  is  only  in  one  inftance 
lhat  a fufhcient  number  of  authentic  Regifters  have  yet  been 
collecled,  on  which  fuch  calculations  can  be  founded.  But  as 
the  inveftigation  has  conflantly  been  oppofed  by  thofe  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  have  promoted  and  applied  it  to  the  fafety  and 
comfort  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  prefervation  of 
her  naval  and  military  forces,  and  to  the  exaltation  of  the  glory, 
honour,  and  happinefs  of  the  kingdom,  what  has  been  done,  by 
private  individuals  excepted,  no  public  benefit  has  yet  beea 
derived  from  the  difcovery  ; but  in  the  war  in  which  we  are 
now  unfortunately  engaged,  it  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  too 
fuccefsfully  turned  againft  us  by  our  enemies. 

The  King  of  Pruflia,  aware  of  the  prevalence  of  infeftious 
difeafes  in  camp  and  garrifon,  and  penetrating  with  his  ufual 
comprehenfive  difcernment  the  general  outline  of  military  me- 
dical arrangements,  with  the  confummate  wifdom  and  heroic 
fentiments  of  a good  Prince  and  a great  General,  eflablifhed 
falutary  regulations,  and,  as  far  as  the  neceffary  warlike  opera- 

^ Le  vral  merlte  d’un  bon  Prince  eft  d’avoir  un  attaehement  fincere  au  bien  public, 
d’almer  fa  patrie  et  la  gloire  ; je  dis,  ia  gloire ; car  Pheureux  inftinCl:  qui  anime  les 
liommes  du  defir  d’un  bon  reputation,  eft  le  vrai  principe  des  aClions  heroiques ; c’eft 
le  nerf  de  Paine,  qui  la  reveille  de  fa  lethargic  pour  la  porter  aux  entreprifes  utiles,  ne- 
ceflaires,  et  louables.  C’eft  a la  pofterite  a nous  juger;  mals  fi  nous  fommes  fages, 
T-iousdevons  la  preveniren  nous  jugeant  rigoureufement  nous-memes.— -Oeuvres  Poft- 
humes  du  Roi  de  Prufie,  Avant  Propos. 


tions 
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tions  would  admit,  avoided  contagion,  animated  the  troops 
againft  defpondency  under  the  calamity  of  epidemic  maladies, 
felefted  healthy  htuations,  and  thus  preferved  his  forces,  not- 
withftanding  the  infatuation  of  ancient  prejudices,  from  that 
hiah  decree  of  malignant  contagion,  by  which  his  enemies  were 

frequently  van qui (bed 

» * 

Yet  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  of  1744.  not  a hundred  in 
each  regiment  were  free  from  difeafe,  and  the  officers  were  in 
no  better  condition  than  the  private  foldierst.  In  the  year 
1745  a high  degree  of  contagion  prevailed  at  Neiffe,  where  part 
of  the  Pruffians  had  eftabliffied  their  winter  quarters ; it  was 
dreaded  as  the  plague  ; but  the  King  re-affured  the  inhabitants 
and  the  army,  by  foftening  the  name — denominating  the  dnea  e 
a putrid  fever,  and  concealing  the  danger 

In  the  year  1757.  no  lefs  than  feven  pitched  battles  were 
fouo'ht,  in  one  of  which  eighteen  thoufand  brave  men  felli  yet 
that  dreadful  carnage  was  not  nearly  fo  deflrufcfive  as  the  ra- 
vages of  difeafes  in  the  hofpitals ; a certain  proof,  confirmed  by  . 
the  accumulated  evidence  of  fucceeding  experience,  that  the 
efficacy  of  Tartar  Emetic  had  been  falfely  exaggerated,  and  that 
no  fuccefsful  medical  arrangements  had  yet  been  eftabliffied  - 


t 

* Oeuvres  Pofthumes  du  Roi  de  Prufle,  tom.  ii.  p.  263. 

t Id. ib.p.  126,127.  $ Id.  ib.p.189.  iid.tom.m.p.267,268.. 
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CHAP.  XII. 

OJ'  Military  Medical  Arrangements  in  the  Auftrian  Armies^  under  the 
ancient  Regulations^  and  of  the  determined  Reffance  to  all  Improve- 
ment  by  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Imperial  Court, 

Prince  EUGENE,  while  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  armies 
as  Commander  in  Chief  and  Prefident  of  the  Council  of  War, 
like  all  great  Generals,  paid  the  ftrifleft  attention  to  the  health 
of  the  troops;  and  they  being  confequently  in  much  better 
condition  than  thofe  of  other  nations,  their  military  operations 
in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Sixth  were  gene- 
rally fuccefsful ; but  the  end  of  that  reign  was  far  inferior  in 
renown  to  the  fplendour  of  its  commencement. 

The  decline  of  the  Imperial  affairs  is  attributed  by  that  ex- 
cellent judge  of  political  oeconomy  and  military  arrangements, 
the  late  King  of  Pruffia,  to  the  lofs  of  Prince  Eugene.  There 
being  none  to  fupply  the  place  of  that  great  man,  the  nerve  of 
the  ftate  was  relaxed,  and  the  empire  fell  into  languor  and 
decay. 

Charles  pofteffed  from  nature  the  qualities  of  a good  Citizen, 
Uut  none  of  thofe  which  diftinguifh  a great  Prince : he  was  ge- 
nerous without  difcernment;  of  a narrow  mind,  void  of  pene- 
tration ; he  had  great  application,  but  no  genius  ; laboured 
much,' but  profited  little  ; he  perfetfly  underftood  the  Germanic 
Conftitution ; he  fpoke  feveral  languages,  and  excelled  in  the 
Latin  ; he  was  a good  father ; a good  hufband ; but  a fuperfti- 
tious  bigot,  as  all  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria  are  gene- 
rally 
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rally  reputed.  His  education  fitted  him  for  obedience  rather 
than  command.  His  Minifters  amufed  him  with  proceffes  of 
the  Aulic  Council,  and  minute  ceremonies  and  etiquette  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourgogne ; and  while  he  employed  himfelf  with 
thefe  trifles,  or  fpent  his  time  in  hunting,  his  Miniflers,  real 
matters  of  the  empire,  ruled  with  defpotic  fway  and  unbounded 
corruption. 

Under  an  Adminiftration  conduced  on  fuch  fordid  princi- 
ples by  corrupt  Miniflers,  no  Government  can  profper;  and 
leafl  of  all  can  it  be  expefted,  that  improvements  in  military 
medical  arrangements  fhould  be  encouraged.  In  all  countries 
a pernicious  praftice  prevails  of  iflliing  money  for  the  payment 
of  military  forces,  according  to  the  number  to  be  raifed,  and 
not  according  to  the  mufler-roll.  Seldom  half  the  number  ex- 
ifls ; in  fome  inflances  the  whole  force  in  the  courfe  of  one  cam* 
paign  has  been  almofl  annihilated  ; and  examples  have  even 
occurred  of  money  being  ifflied  for  the  payment  of  regiments, 
of  which  not  a fins^le  man  exifted^. 

o 

The  accounts  are  balanced  at  a diflant  period,  and  perhaps 
never  finally  adjufled.  Hence  men  of  high  rank,  but  low 
minds  and  contaminated  principles,  while  they  artfully  aftect  to 
patronize  unmeaning  reforms  and  pretended  improvements, 
connive  at  or  encourage  remiflhefs,  inattention,  negligence,  ig- 
norance, and  incapacity  in  the  medical  department,  and  oppofe 
and  perfecute  thofewho  fuccefsfully  labour  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  defenders  of  their  country ; fince  proper  medical  ar- 
rangements. and  regular,  official,  medical  returns  would  entirely 
overthrow  this  fertile  fource  of  unbounded  pcculacion. 

^ This  fa£l  was  afTeited  by  an  licnourable  Member  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in 
the  SciP.on  1/97,  and  not  contradfflcd  by  Admiiuflratlom 


Some 
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Some  unfeeling,  intriguing  politicians  have  raifed  themfelves 
into  power  and  pre-eminence,  with  fuperficial  talents  and  low 
cuiining,  by  exclaiming  againft  thefe  criminal  abufes,  and  after- 
ward maintained  their  fituation  by  joining  the  horde  of  plun- 
derers, throwing  a veil  over  the  myfterious  fyftem,  and  multi- 
plying the  fources  of  corruption  and  peculation. 


From  the  intrigues  of  the  Nobles,  the  jealoufies  of  the  Generals, 
the  confequent  diforders  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  and  the  neglect 
of  military  medical  arrangements,  difeafes,  during  the  war  with 
the  Turks,  became  more  deftruclive  to  the  Auftrian  army  than 
the  power  of  the  Infidels. 

The  two  employments  formerly  united  in  the  perfon  of 
Prince  Eugene,  the  command  of  the  army  and  the  prefidency 
of  the  council  of  war,  w^ere  now  feparated.  The  Count  de 
Harrach  had  the  charge  of  the  prefidency  of  the  council  of  war; 
and  Koenigfeck,  Wallis,  Seckeridorf,  Neuperg,  Schmettau,  Khe- 
venhuller,  and  the  Prince  of  Hildberghaufen  difputed  the  dan- 
gerous honour  of  commanding  the  imperial  armies.  What  a 
tafk!  to  ftruggle  in  competition  with  the  reputation  of  Prince 
Eugene,  and  to  occupy  a fituation  which  he  had  filled  with 
fo  much  honour  and  glory  ! 

In  the  mean  time  thefe  Generals  were  as  much  divided  as  the 
fuccelfors  of  Alexander:  having  no  real  merit,  they  had  re- 
courfe  to  intrigue.  Seckendorf  and  the  Prince  of  Hildberg- 
haufen were  fupported  by  the  credit  of  the  Emprefs,  and  of  a 
Minifter  of  the  name  of  Bartcnflein,  a native  of  Alface,  of  mean 
extraction,  but  laborious,  who,  with  two  affociates,  Khor  and 
Weber,  formed  a triumvirate,  who  at  that  time  governed  the 
affairs  of  the  Emperor,  Khevenhuller  had  a party  in  the  coun- 
cil 
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cil  of  war,  and  Wallis,  who  gloried  in  hating  and  being  hated 
by  all  mankind,  was  of  no  party. 

Every  one  took  upon  them  to  dire6l  the  Emperor’s  councils : 
his  Minifters,  the  Emprefs,  and  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  intrigued 
on  all  Tides.  Every  day  new  projects  of  various  operations 
iffued  from  the  Imperial  Council:  the  cabals  of  the  great  coun- 
teracted each  other ; the  jealoufies  of  the  generals  and  the  de-  . 
feCt  of  medical  arrangements  threw  the  army  into  decay,  and 
all  their  military  enterprifes  failed. 

The  Ruffians  v^ere  at  war  with  the  Turks,  and  their  fuccefs 
inflamed  the  courage  of  the  Auftrians.  Bartenftein  imagined  he 
could  chafe  the  Turks  out  of  Europe;  Seckendorf  aimed  at  the 
command  of  the  army.  Thefe  two  i neon  fide  rable  perfons, 
under  pretence  that  the  Emperor  ought  to  affift  the  Ruffiians,  his 
allies,  againft  the  enemy  of  the  Chriftian  name,  plunged  the 
Houfe  of  Auflria  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery. 

When  battles  were  loft  in  Hungary  the  hoft  was  elevated  at 
Vienna,  and  recourfe  was  had  to  the  deiufionsof  fuperftition  to 
conceal  the  fatal  confequences  of  mifconduCl.  Seckendorf  was 
imprifoned  at  the  end  of  the  firft  campaign,  becaufe,  it  was  al- 
ledged,  his  herefy  had  drawn  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  on  the 
Auftrian  army.  Koenigfeck,  who  commanded  the  fecond  year, 
was,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  appointed  Grand  Mafter  to  the 
Emorefs : and  Wallis,  after  the  lofs  of  the  battle  of  Crutzka,  was 
ihut  up  in  the  calfle  of  Brun. 

Such  was  the  confequence  of  the  errors  and  mifrnanagement 
in  the  medical  department;  the  Imperial  army  was  ruined  and 
beaten,  while  the  Tartars/ out  of  the  reach  of  deflrii Clive  me- 
dical 
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dical  arrangementSj  and  the  confequent  ravage  of  mortal  difeafes? 
victorious  in  encountering  the"  Ottoman  armies 

Thefe  dreadful  confeciuences'^of  pernicious  medical  arrange- 
ments arc  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  ignorance  or  negligence  of 
phyhcians,  nor  to  the  imperfecHon  of  the  healing  art,  which, 
as  it  relates  to  the  management  of  the  prevailing  difeafes  in  the 
army  and  navy,  has,  perhaps,  arrived  to  a greater  degree  of 
certainty,  than  any  other  art  or  fcience. 

During  that  mahadminiftration  in  the  medical  arrangements 
in  the  Auftrian  armies,  an  illuflrious  medical  fchooi  was  efla- 
blifhed  at  Vienna,  where  phyficians  were  inhruded  in  a found 
and,  in  that  department,  invariably  fuccefsful  pratlice,  by  one 
of  the  abieft  praclical  phyficians  that  ever  appeared  in  the 
world. 

Of  five  hundred  foldiers  under  his  care  in  the  hofpital  at 
Vienna,  in  the  fame  difeafe,  which  under  the  direftion  of  the 
celebrated  Sir  John  Pringle,  then  prefidmg  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Britifh  army  in  Flanders,  had  proved  almoft 
imiverfally  fatal +,  only  twelve  died,  and  thefe  too  whofe  cafes 
were  too  far  advanced  to  afford  any  chance  of  recovery  A 
faft  which,  together  with  the  immenfe  collateral  § proof  which 
has  fince  been  collefted,  demonftrates  that  the  malignant  con- 

Hifloire  de  Mon  Temps  par  Frederic  II.  Roi  de  PrufTe.  See  Note  I. 

f See  page  25 — 28. 

J Thefes  fiftentes  Fcbrlum  Dlvifiones,  p.  80.  Authore  M.  De  Haen. 

§ Obfervations  on  tlic  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  publifhed 
by  the  Author  in  1777  ; and  Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  during  the 
American  War,  publiflied  in  1783. 
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taglon,  general  mortality^  and  confequent  decay  and  defeat  of 
the  Auftrian  forces,  might  with  certainty  have  been  obviated 
by  a proper  eftablifhment  in  the  medical  department. 

The  contrafl  between  the  fuccefs  of  De  Haen,  and  the  great/ 
mortality  in  the  Britifh  armies,  roufed  Sir  John  Pringle’s  jealoufy  / 
and  profeffional  rivalfhip.  Infatuated,  like  the  King  of  Pruffia’s  / 
phyficians with  antient  prejudices,  he  judged  it  impoHible 
that  M.  De  Haen  could,  by  an  improved  praftice,  have  faved 
fo  many  valuable  lives,  that.muft  infallibly  have  been  loft  under 
the  beft  general  treatment  formerly  known,  and  earneftly  re- 
commended by  Sir  John  Pringle  in  his  learned  Obfervations  on 
the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  and  in  a highly  laboured  critical  dif- 
fertation  in  anfwer  to  De  Haen  annexed  to  thefe  Obfervations* 

But  the  fa6l  was  too  well  authenticated,  and  too  ftrongly  con- 
firmed by  fubfe<juent  obfervations  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  to 
be  refifted ; and  his  uncontaminated  principles,  and  facred  re- 
gard to  truth,  did  not  permit  him  obftinately  to  perfevere  in 
error.  The  prejudices  he  entertained  were  at  length  fubdued* 
He  abandoned  the  caufe  he  had  zealoufly  defended,  and  tacitly 
admitted  the  overbearing  force  of  the  evidence  demonftraling 
the  invariable  pernicious  confequence  of  an  erroneous  pradice, 
which  for  more  than  two  thoufand  years  had  uniformly  proved 
deftrudive  to  fleets  and  armies,  and  the  fevereft  fcourge  of  the 
human  race,  and  the  fuccefs  of  a pra6lice  diametricfally  oppofite 
to  that  he  had  ftrenuoufly  recommended. 

But  thofe  who  (hared  the  fpoils  arihng  from  thefe  deflruftive 
arrangements  determined  not  to  be  convinced.  No  compunc- 
tion for  the  calamities  of  thofe  gallant  men,  to  whom  they  owed 


* See  Chap.  XI. 
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their  fafety  and  protection ; no  fenfe  of  honour ; no  contrition 
for  the  fatal  conlequences  of  diat  corrupt  fyftem,  to  which  hun  - 
dreds of  thoLifands  of  valuable  lives  had  been  facriliced,  could 
foften  their  obduracy. 

They  could  not  forgive  the  man,  whofe  confcientious  difcharge 
of  his  duty  threatened  to  dellroy  an  inexhauflible  fource  of 
unbounded  peculation.  On  different  pretences,  that  able  labori- 
ous phyfician,  indefatigable  and  eminently  luccefsful  in  the  dif- 
interefted  difcharge  of  profeffional  duty,  was  oppofed,  perfecut- 
ed,  and  banilhed  the  Court,  where  he  had  been  retained  as  aulic 
eounfellor  and  phyfician.  A difmilTion  honourable  to  him, 
and  difgraceful  to  the  corrupt  Court  in  which  he  had  been 
retained ; fince  it  might  have  been  obviated  by  a vicious  com- 
pliance with  the  iniquity  of  the  times.  He  records  the  faft 
with  the  confidence  of  confcious  reditude,  in  a devout  ffraiu 
of  piety,  humility,  and  perfedh  refignation:. 

To  my  great  concern,^’  fays  this  good  man,  ‘‘  my  beft  friend 
abruptly  fell  out  with  me,  and  I have  incurred  the  difgrace  of 
the  belt  of  fovereigns.  Since  I have  fpoken  my  fentiments 
- freely,  I am  looked  upon  as  the  chief  of  heretics,  and  as  an 
enemy  to  the  public  ; and  for  this  reafoni  have  been  unhappily 
difgraced,  and  defamatory  libels  of  the  moft  virulent  kind  have 
been  publifhed  againft  me.  I expe6l  yet  more  terrible  ftorms. 
But  I adore  that  Providence  which  direds  all  for  his  glory  and 
my  good ; from  whom  I fhould  deferve  a difgrace  infinitely 
inore  fearful  than  that  which  I now  fuffer,  if  for  the  fake  of 
tranfitory  glory,  perifliable  treafures,  ,or  tranquillity  of  life,  of 
which  I may  be  deprived  in  this  world,  I fhould  become  a 
confederate  with  thofe  who  have  abufed  the  public  confidence 
to  the  difgrace  of  phyfic,  and  the  deftru6tion  of  mankind.” 
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At  the  conclufion  of  the  war  with  the  Turks,  the  greater 
part  of  the  Aultrian  forces  were  left  in  Hungary.  In  a coun» 
try  already  depopulated  by  former  levies^  no  plan  could  be 
formed  for  effedLually  recruiting  the  army.  Inftead  of  one 
hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand,  the  complement  of  the  Imperial 
army,  oppofed  to  the  Ottoman  forces,  and  frequently  recruited 
during  the  war,  it  did  not  altogether  amount  to  eighty-two 
thoufand,  including  fix  thoufand  men  in  Italy,  at  moft  twelve 
thoufand  in  Flanders,  and  five  or  fix  regiments  cantoned  in  the 
hereditary  dominions. 

When  the  Emperor  Jofeph  fucceeded  to  the  Imperial  throne, 
aware  of  the  intimate  connexion  of  medicine  with  civil  govern- 
ment and  military  operations,  he  zealoufly  engaged  in  reform- 
ing  abufes,  of  which  recent  experience  had  demonflrated  the 
pernicious  confequences,  and  efiablifhing  falutary  regulations 
in  the  medical  department.  To  accomplilh  that  great  and  good 
defign,  judging  the  imperfect  education  of  the  German  fur- 
geons  inadequate  to  the  importance  of  the  office,  he  appointed 
a phyfician  to  each  regiment,,  and  ordered  all  the  furgeons  in 
his  army  to  attend  profeffors  felecled  to  inflruft  them  in  their 
duty;  and  that  no  anxious  care  might  diflraft  their  attention, 
he  not  only  defrayed  every  expence,  but  provided  for  fuch  of 
them  as  had  families.  But  the  intrigues  of  thofe  who  fhared 
the  fpoils  of  the  non-effeftive  military  fund  defeated  the 
laudable  defign ; and  the  Emperor  and  his  fuccelTors  have  had 
reafon,  as  well  as  the  other  coalefced  powers,  deeply  to  deplore 
the  miferable  ftate  of  their  medical  arrangements,  during  the 
unfuccefsful  war  in  which  they  have  been  defeated  by  a fingle 
nation,  which  adopted  a plan  for  their  improvement,  to  which 
their  fuccefs  may ^ be  chiefly  attributed. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

OJ'  the  general  ConviSllon  of  the  Necejfity  of  correcting  Medical  Arrange^ 
mentSi  at  the  Conclufon  of  the  American  JVar. 

T HUS  the  fatal  confequences  of  neglefting  the  political 
connexion  of  medicine  with,  military  operations^  have  again 
been  clearly  demonflrated. 

I 

In  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine^ 
a due  attention  to  that  fubjeft  was  earneflly  recommendedy 
by  the  hlghef  command^  to  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the 
Crown.  It  was  then  reprefented,  that  the  unexampled  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  French  arms,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth,  was  entirely  owing  to  the  lingular  means> 
then  adopted,  of  preferving  the  military  forces  in  health  and 
vigour ; and  the  fatal  confequences  that  would  enfue,  fhould 
the  improvements  introduced  in  this  country,  by  private  indi- 
vidualsj  be  negleded  by  our  Statefmen,  and  adopted  by  our 
enemies,  were  exprefsly  predi61ed.  The  recommendation  was 
alfo  enforced  by  the  example  that  the  French  army  afforded,  of 
a complete  reverfe  of  fortune,  when  the  means  by  which  they 
were  rendered  viftorious  were  again  abandoned.  The  forces 
having  then  become  incapable  of  continuing  their  vidorious 
career,  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Louis  le  Grand  was  as  humiliat- 
ing and  calamitous,  as  the  beginning  had  been  profperous  and 
triumphant 

The  fame  recommendation  was  again  moft  earneftly  renewed 
at  the  end  of  the  American  war,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 

* Obfervations  on  the  Management  ofDifeafes  in  the  Array  and  Navy,  p.  317 — 320. 
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one  tlioufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  fatal 
confequences  of  former  negle£l  were  demonflrated  In  the 
mean  time  no  labour  nor  expence  was  fpared  in  collefting  of- 
ficial regifters,  and  drawing  from  them  arithmetical  calculations 
of  the  comparative  health  of  troops  in  different  circumflances 
and  fituations,  and  of  the  comparative  fuccefs  of  different  me- 
thods of  treating  difeafes;  by  which  Minifters  might  have  judg- 
ed by  numerical  calculation,  without  depending  on  the  pre- 
carious interefled  opinions  or  prejudices  of  others ; and  the 
fatal  confequences  of  negledling  to  attend  to  that  effential  duty 
were  explicitly  foretold. 

Though  in  former  wars  the  Britifh  forces  fuffered  feverely 
from  ficknefs,  yet  the  confequences,  though  dreadful  to  indi- 
viduals, were  not  fo  fatal  to  the  State,  fince  ficknefs  and  mor- 
tality w^ere  ftill  more  deftrudfive  to  foreign  powers  f ; and  had 
not  the  French  availed  themfelves  of  the  difcoveries  and  im- 
provements introduced  ten  years  before  that  time  in  this  coun- 
try, and  unhappily  fupprefled  by  thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to 
have  rendered  them  effedlual  to  the  prefervation  of  the  Britifla 
army  and  navy,  and  the  advancement  of  the  national  glory  and 
happinefs,  the  French  troops  inufl  at  leafl  have  been  reduced 
to  the  fame  diflrefs  as  the- combined  forces  oppofed  to  them  ; 
or,  -more  probably,  as  on  ipany  former  occafions,  have  been 
rendered  hors  de  combat^  and  totally  incapable  of  contending  in 
the  field  with  their  enemies. 

The  refult  of  the  pradlice  of  thofe  employed  in  the  medical 
department,  previous  to  and  during  the  American  war,  is  now 

correflly  ftated  down  to  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  war,  when 

\ 

Obfervations  on  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Navy  during  the  American  war,  In«* 
trodu£tion,  &c.  p.  6oy  et  pajjitn.  f See  Chap.  IX.  p.  30^ 
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feme  of  thofc  who  had  been  moll  fuccefsful  were  difmiffed 

*11 

from  the  fervice  ; and  it  was  intended  to  have  continued  the 
inquiry  to  the  prefent  time  : but  the  fubjefl  is  of  fuch  extent 
and  importance  as  to  involve  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  war, 
civil,  military  and  political,  and  fraught  with  fuch  inftrucHon 
and  admonition  to  the  prefent  age,  and  to  all  future  generations, 
as  to  require  much  and  mature  deliberation, and  muft  therefore  be 
deferred  to  a future  occafion : but  being  in  polleffion  of  parti- 
cular information,  from  fources  to  which  others  more  capable  of 
doing  julficc  to  the  fubjecl  have  not  had  accefs,  the  defign  is 
not  to  be  abandoned. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  rumoured  that  a further  reinforcement 
is  deftined  for  the  Weft  Indies,  where  fo  many  of  the  flower  of 
the  Britifti  youth  have  already  been  facrificed  by  an  obftinate 
oppofition  to  the  introduftion  of  medical  arrangements,  by 
which  a vaft  proportion  of  thefe  unhappy  viftims  might  cer- 
tainly have  been  preferved  from  a cruel  and  untimely  death. 

Without  hefitation,  therefore,  that  part  of  the  work  already 
prepared  is  humbly  prefented  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  who 
have  it  in  their  power  to  render  it  effeftual  in  promoting  his 
Majefty’s  fervice ; it  being  an  indifpenlible  duty  again  to  en- 
deavour to  excite  in  them  a juft  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  his 
Majefty’s  prerogative,  to  his  faithful  but  ill-fated  fubjeds,  to  the 
loud  calls  of  humanity,  and  to  the  irrefiftible  claims  of  thofe 
brave  men  whofe  labours  and  lives,  amidft  inhumanly  aggra- 
vated and  cruelly  accumulated  calamities,  are  devoted  to  the 
fervice  and  defence  of  their  King  and  Country. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the,  American  war,  all  parties  were  con- 
vinced that  the  national  calamities  had  been  greatly  aggravated 
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by  an  unfortunate  defecl  in  medical  arrangements,  and  that 
thefe  defe6ls,  if  permitted  to  remain  uncorrefted,  muft,  in  any 
fubfequent  war,  be  produftive  of  fatal  confequences : and  fe, 
rious  refolutions  of  amendment  were  entertained,  or  at  leaft 
profelTed,  by  fome,  who  have  fince  carried  abufes  to  that  pro- 
digious excefs  which  has  occahoned  our  prefent  calamities. 

An  Honourable  Baronet,  now  a noble  Earl,  poffelfed  of  the 
largefl  landed  property  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore  deeply 
interefted  in  the  common  caufe,  declared  in  his  place  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons^,  with  the  moft  impreffive  energy,  that  the 
men  who  were  invelled  with  the  powers  of  Government  in  this 
country  derived  no  advantage  from  experience.  The  furren- 
der  of  one  army  only  gave  them  fpirit  to  rifk  and  lofe  a fecond; 
and  the  furrender  of  a fecond  only  inftigated  them  to  venture 
a third.  There  was  no  end  of  lofs,  or  of  madnefs.  Admini- 
flration  went  on  from  year  to  year,  becaufe  they  were  fupported 
by  a fet  of  men,  whom  they  paid  for  that  purpofe,  in  that 
Houfe.  The  unexampled  ignorance  and  infamous,  mifmanage^ 
ment  of  the  Miniflry  were  now  vilible  to  all  the  world  ; and 
thofe  delufions  which  had  fheltered  and  enriched  the  moft  urn 
principled,  whilft  they  afflided  and  impoveriftied  the  beft  citi- 
zens of  the  empire,  had  loft  the  power  of  impofing  on  The 
awakened  underftanding,  and  of  amufing,  with  imaginary  fecui- 
rity,  the  wounded  feelings  of  an  irritated  Natioru” 

During  this  unfortunate  war,  faid  another  Honourable  Mem- 
ber, the  eftimates  are  filled  with  fuch  abandoned  impofitions, 
that  there  appeared  an  a6lual  defign  to  treat  inquiries  from  the 
Parliament  with  fovereign  contempt.  Several  regiments,  of 
which  the  number  of  men  did  not  amount  to  one  hundred, 
were  fet  down  at  eight  hundred,  and  others  not  having  more 

■*  December  1 2th,  1781. 
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than  fifty  were  mentioned  in  the  eftimates  as  confifiing  of  five, 
fix,  or  feven  hundred  men.  Indeed  a large  part  of  the  army,  for 
which  thatHoufe  had  been perfuaded  to  give  their  votes,  exifted 
only  upon  paper 

Even  the  Paymafter  of  the  Forces,  formerly  the  rigid  exactor 
of  unconditional  fubmilfion,  clamoured  for  putting  an  end  to 
the  war,  for  the  beft  reafon,  as  he  exprefied  hirnfelf,  that  any 
man  could  give,  to  prefer ve  any  little  property  of  which  he 
was  poffefled  f.  He  retired  from  office  without  fettling  his  ac« 
counts;  his  health  from  ‘that  hour  was  broken;  and  after  de- 
fpairing  of  recovery  under  the  management  of  phyficians 
who  had  lent  their  mercenary  aid  to  fupport  the  corruptions  in 
the  medical  department,  from  which  exorbitant  advantages  had 
been  derived,  he  hoped  for  help  from  a navy  furgeon,  whofe 
fuccefsful  praftice  had  been  pointed  out  to  the  Officers  and 
Minifters  of  the  Crown,  and  contrafled  with  the  fatality  of  that 
which  they  fupported  : but  it  was  too  late  ; his  fate  had  already 
been  unalterably  decided  and  that  attention  and  care,  which, 
under  every  official  obftacle,  had  proved  fo  efficacious  in  the 
naval  department,  was  in  vain  exerted  for  his  relief, 

4 

A young  gentleman  exclaimed,  on  his  appearance  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  “ that  the  war  was  an  appendage  to  the 
Minilter  too  dear  to  be  parted  with.  It  was  the  grand  pillar, 
raifed  on  the  ruins  of  the  Conditution,  by  which  he  held  his 
fituation  ; it  was  the  great  means  of  extending  that  baneful  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown,  on  which  alone  he  placed  his  whole  fe- 
curity.  Were  thofe  men  who  had  hitherto  mifguided  the  affairs 
of  the  kingdom,  and  in  whofe  hands  every  undertaking  had 

* December  14th,  1781.  f December  14th,  1781. 

t Obfcrvations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  p.  295. 
See  Note  K, 
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Tailed,  to  be  truRed  with  the  further  mana2;:ement  of  a war  ihev 
had  To  wretchedly  conduced?  What  had  been  the  recompenfe 
for  To  many  lives  facrificed,  and  for  the  enormous  grants  for 
fupplies  with  which  MiniRry  had  been  entruRed?  The  great 
eflbrts  of  the  war  were  fatal  misfortunes ; defeat  and  ignominy 
following  every  effort  of  our  arms ! 

‘‘  When  fuch  a load  of  deep  calamity  was  preRing  with  intole, 
rable  weight  upon  us,  he  deemed  it  not  uncharitable  to  implore 
the  Almighty  to  fliower  down  his  vengeance  on  thofe  MiniRers 
who  were  the  authors  of  the  innumerable  evils  which  had  dif- 
graced,  afflifted  and  impoverifhed  this  once  profperous  and 
formidable  empire,  but  now  humbled,  defeated,  and  alrnoR 
annihilated  kingdom !” 

On  the  2iR  of  February  1783,  the  fame  young  Gentleman, 
exalted  at  that  early  period  of  life  to  the  important  office  of 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  where  he  had  accefs  to  certain 
information,  affirmed,  “ that  the  melancholy  Rate  of  the 
finances  hardly  exhibited  one  ray  of  comfort.  Let  the  im- 
menfe  extent  of  our  debts  be  weighed,  let  our  refources  be 
confidered,  and  let  us  then  afk,  what  would  have  been  the  con- 
sequences of  the  protraclion  of  the  war?  It  would  have  endan- 
gered the  bankruptcy  of  public  faith  ; and  this  bankruptcy,  it 
is  obvious,  if  it  had  come  upon  us,  might  have  diffolved  all  the 
ties  of  Governmient,  and,  in  its  convulfions,  operated  general 
ruin!!!” 

Though  we  are  never  to  defpair  of  the  State,  would  to  God 
thefe  Rrong  and  folemn  affeverations  had  no  relation  to  the 
prefent  times  ; that  we  were  not  now  involved  in  greater  cala- 
mity, more  heavily  burdened,  more  grIevouRy  oppreffed,  more 

* See  Note  L. 
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degenerated,  dejected,  humiliated  and  degraded,  nor  Italned 
deeper  guilt,  more  abandoned  corruption,  and  more  ag- 
gravated crimes ! ! ! 


C O N C L U S I O N. 

THUS  it  has  been  proved,  that  fuccefs  in  vrar  has  conflantly 
depended  on  the  attention  paid  to  medical  arrangements,  and  on 
the  confequent  comparative  ftate  of  the  troops  of  the  contending 
powers  ; and  that  attentive  to  their  true  interefl,  ever  infeparable 
from  that  of  their  fubjeffs,  Sovereigns  have  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
countriesj  aided  by  the  luminous  political  wifdomj  benevolence 
and  humanity  of  virtuous  Statefmen,  and  difinterelled,  humane, 
benevolent  Phyficians,  anxioufly  endeavoured  to  eltablifli  fuch 
medical  arrangements  as  might  preferve  their  fubjefts  and  mili- 
tary forces  in  health  and  vigour ; but  that  the  befl  plans  for  ac- 
complifhing  that  great  defign,  have  been  conflantly  defeated  by 
men  of  high  rank,  but  low  minds,  enriching  themfelves  by 
corruption  and  peculation ; by  profligate  Phyficians,  ignorant 
or  rcgardlefs  of  profeffional  duty ; by  thofe  fubaltern  Kings, 
the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  and  their  corrupt  ad- 
herents, covetous  contraftors,  commiflTaries  and  purveyors, 
necefiary  fervants,  but  defperate  maflers,  who,  when  permitted 
to  gain  an  afcendency,  exert  the  whole  power  of  the  State  in 
protefting  vice  and  perfecuting  virtue  ; in  plundering  the  befi: 
to  aggrandize  the  worft  fubjecls,  and  infallibly  involve  a nation 
in  ruin. 

Thefe  defpots,  corruptors  and  corrupted,  who  violate  and 
]:>rofane,  what  is  moll  lacred  among  mankind,  law,  juftice,  and 
humanity,  who  have  inundated  the  earth  with  their  crimes,  are 
infinitely  more 'dantrerous  than  the  worft  of  tyrants.  Their  au- 
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dacity  is  increafed  by  the  certainty  of  indemnity.  A wicked 
Minifter  rifks  only  his  place,  which  he  hopes  to  regain  in  the 
ordinary  routine  of  political  intrigue. 


A few  virtuous  men  excepted,  among  whom  Sully,  Cecil, 
Chatham,  Turgot  and  Necker  are  eminently  diftinguifhed,  the 
whole  minifterial  hiftory  is  a horrid  picture  of  violence,  rob- 
bery and  cruelty.  It  is  they,  who,  with  impunity,  and  the 
moft  callous  indifference,  diflipate  immenfe  treafures,  deftroy 
innumerable  lives,  and  plunge  the  world  in  mifery. 

They  are  irritated  by  cenfure,  and,  with  implacable  refentment, 
plot  revenge,  not  comprehending  that  cenfure  can  only  be  re- 
pelled by  irreproachable  conduct,  and  retorted  on  their  accufers 
by  impartial  juftice. 


If,  on  the  contrary,  abufing  the  powers  with  which  they  are 
invefted,  not  for  interefted  purpofes,  nor  the  indulgence  of 
private  refentment,  but  for  the  public  benefit,  they  oppofe 
perfecution  to  cenfure,  public  opinion  will  force  their  entrench- 
•ments,  and  beat  down  the  ftandard  of  arrogance.  ^Amidft  the 
deepeil  artifices  of  intrigue,  the  piercing  eye  of  truth  will  pe- 
netrate the  darkell  firades  of  iniquity,  fearch  the  recefles  of  the 
heart,  and  difplay,  in  all  its  turpitude,  the  lurking  guilt  of  the 
mod:  fecret  crimes.  Cenfure  will  brand  the  boldefl  effrontery, 
difpel  the  magic  influence,  and  diffipate  the  intoxication  of 
power,  and  arm  the  humble,  unoffending  and  unprotected, 
againfl  the  malignity  and  injuiiice  of  .their  powerful  Op- 
prefibrs ! .1  c ^ - 1 


Would  they  flifle  the  heart-rendin 
nity  in  the  breaft  of  their  Martyrs 


g agony -of  fuffering  huma- 
Though  the  mouth  fliould 
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be  fealed  by  delpotifm,  cruelly  will  excite 
'The  univcrlc  will  become  the  accufer, 
moll  obdurate  heart,  and  guilt  and  corrup 
to  eternal  infamy  ! ^ 


a cry  of  inclignation  ! 
remorfe  will  feize  the 
tion  will  be  configned 


Statefmen,  in  the  plenitude  of  power,  miflake  not  your  fitu- 
alien  ! In  the  midfl  of  your  triumph  and  exultation,  you  are 
furroundedwith  a thoufand  perils!  Harden  not  your  hearts 
againft  the  voice  of  humanity  ! In  the  time,  of  prosperity 

FEAR,  LEST  ADVERSITY  COMPED  YOU  TO  CON'SIDER  !.  ! ! 


^ It  is  tv/o  thoufand  years  fince  fuch  men  were  branded  with  infamy.  The  fl:ign:ia 
reir.ains,  and  will  endure  while  clalTicai  elegance  commands  univerfal  admiration. 

At  qui  font  ii  qui  rempublicam  occupavere  ? Homines  fceleratiHlini,  immani 
avaritia  nocentiiTimi,  iidemque  fuperbiflimi  ! 

Sallust,  de  Bell.  Jugurih.^ 


Sir  Anthonie  of  Guevara,  Preacher  and  Councillor  to  the  Emperor  Charles  the 
Fifth,  a man,  even  in  that  age,  of  great  learning,  extenfive  information,  and  profound 
political  wifdom,  took  an  opportunity,  on  occafion  of  tbefignal  vidlory  obtained  over  the 
E'rench,  in  w'hich  Francis  was  taken  prifoner,  to  implore  the  Emperor’s  clemency  for 
the  Caflilians,  who  had  been  in  rebellion.  Two  Emperors,  faid  that  enlightened  Philo- 
fopher,  have  been  in  Rome,  unlike  in  name,  and  much  more  in  manners;  Nero  the 
Cruel,  and  Anthony  the  Meek  (Marcus  Antoninus  Pius).  The  one  was  called  meek, 
becaufe  he  could  not  but  pardon  ; the  other  cruel,  becaufe  he  never  ceafed  to  kill.  A 
Prince,  although  he  be  prodigal  in  play,  fcarce  in  giving,  uncertain  of  his  word, 
negligent  in  government,  abfolute  in  commanding,  diffolute  in  living,  difordinate  in 
eating,  and  not  fober  in  drinking,  is  termed  but  vicious : but  if  he  be  cruel  and  given 
to  revenge,  he  is  named  a Tyrant.  He  is  not  a tyrant,  fays  Plutarch,  for  the  goods  he 
taketh,  but  for  the  cruelties  he  ufeth. 

If  cruelty  and  revenge  are  odious  in  a Prince,  how  much  more  deteflable  are  thefe 
vindi£Iive  paflions  in  the  Officers  and  Servants  of  the  Prince  and  of  the  Public  ? 

It  was  the  exorbitant  tyranny  of  Minifters  that  inftigated  Damien  to  attempt  the 
life  of  his  Sovereign,  In  his  infane  cnthufiafm  he  believed  it  a meritorious  adlion  in 
the  fight  of  God  and  of  his  Country.  See  Chap,  ix.  p.  30 — 36, 

See  Note  M. 
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A,  page  3 0. 


A CORRESPONDENCE  on  military  medical  arrangements  commenced  In  the 
year  1787,  long  before  any  queftion  was  agitated  concerning  the  French  Revo- 
lution. But  that  great  event  aliorded  thofe  who  had  oppofed  the  introdu6lion  of  im- 
provements and  difcoveries  in  that  department  a pretence  for  their  oppofition,  by  con- 
found! ng  the  Correfpondence  on  that  fubjedl  with  fadlious  contentions,  with  which, 
during  the  whole  coiirfe  of  his  life,  the  author  has  never  had  any  connedlion.  The 
Correfpondence  in  which  he  was  engaged,  ought  rather,  on  their  own  principles,  to 
have  been  applauded  and  encouraged  by  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  who 
had  profecuted  to  convidlion  an  unfortunate  Nobleman,  for  endeavouring  to  violate 
the  amicable  connection  betv/een  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  cafl  him  into  prifon, 
where  he  perifhed  by  the  Jail  Fever  : — an  event  on  which  his  Majefty's  amiable  hu- 
manity, and  the  callous  indifference  of  his  Servants,  were  eminently  difplayed. 

The  Correfpondence  was  alfo  in  ftridf  unifon  with  the  countenance  and  affiffance 
o iven  to  M.  Tenon  and  the  other  Commiffioners  fent  from  Paris,  to  enq^re  into  the 
extent  of  thefe  improvements  and  difcoveries,  which  the  Miniffers  of  this  country 
have  conftantly  oppofed. 

In  thefe  critical  times  it  would  perhaps  be  improper  to  enter  fully  on  the  fubjedl  of 
that  Correfpondence ; but  it  cannot  be  improper  to  hate,  that  it  has  afforded  the 
author  a key  to  cabinet  fecrets,  and  to  fome  tranfadlions  which  others,  and  perhaps 
even  thofe  of  the  Cabinet  themfelves,  have  not  fully  penetrated. 

To  mention  names  that  might  be  rendered  obnoxious  would  be  improper  ; but  the 
publication  of  extrads  of  the  following  Letters  from  M.  Deleffart,  who  unfortunately 
fell  a vidtim  to  the  fury  of  the  times,  will  throw  forne  light  on  the  tranfaclion,. 
without  implicating  any  perfon  to  their  prejudice. 


Paris y II  Il^ai  179'^’ 


fai 

VC 

qu 
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Je  me  fuis  charge  avec  empreflement  da  foln  de  vous  le  marquer  ; et  j'atl’honneur 
d’etre,  avec  un  parfait  attachement,  Monfieur,  votre  tres-obeilFant  ferviteur, 

(Signed)  DELESSaRT. 

Paris y Aout  179^* 

V OTRE  ouvrage,  et  les  corredlions  que  vous  y avez  fait,  lui  font  parvenus  et  on 
a fait  remettre  cet  manufcrit  a M.  Petit  Radel,  comme  j’avois  eu  Phonneur  devous  le 
promettre.  II  a faifi  bien  volontaire  cette  occabon  d’obliger  un  favant  eflimable, 
et  ce  fera  une  fatisfaction  pour  lui  de  contribuer  a faire  connoitre  aux  Medecins  et 
aux  Philofophes  Francois  vos  utiles  Obfervations. 

J’ai  Phonneur  d’etre,  avec  une  parfaite  confideration,  votre  tres-hinnble  et  tres- 
obciffant  ferviteur, 

(Signed)  DELESSART. 

Note  B,  p.  10. 

E'ROM  the  date  of  M.  Deleffart’s  letter  of  Auguft  loth,  1790,  great  changes 
took  place  in  the  adrriiniftration  of  French  affairs,  and  from  that  time  the  Cor- 
refpondence  ceafed ; nor  could  the  Author  obtain  any  intelligence  concerning  his 
manufeript,  from  thofe  who  had  taken  charge  of  it,  nor  from  the  French  Agents 
in  this  country.  From  the  public  tranfadlions  in  the  National  Affembly,  it  appeared 
that  M.  Mirabeau  had  taken  a violent  part  in  oppcfition  to  the  men  and  meafures 
he  had  formerly  fupported  *,  and  that  this  extraordinary  eccentric  perfon  had  taken 
bribes  from  all  parties,  and  by  turns  deceived  all.  F'rom  that  fyftem  of  plotting  and 
counterplotting,  which  prevailed  univerfally,  originated  the  anarchy  and  confubon 
which  have  pervaded  Europe,  and,  in  all  human  probability,  admit  not  'of  a fpeedy 
termination. 

Facilis  defeenfus  Averniy  fed  revocare  gradusy 
hie  labor y hoc  opus  ejl, 

Amongll;  other  inffances  of  Mirabeau’s  tricaffery,  he  undertook,  what  had  been 
in  vain  attempted  by  thofe  in  power  in  this  country,  to  flop  the  publication  of  the 
Obfervations  on  the  Connedlion  of  Medicine  with  Civil  Government  and  Military 
Operations,  and  fucceeded. 

He  did  not  Immediately  avow  his  intention,  but,  with  that  bniber  policy  which 
Intriguers  generally  purfue,  propofed  that  the  National  Affembly  fliould  appoint 
a Committee  of  Medicine,  to  which  every  thing  relating  to  that  department  biould 
be  referred.  It  was  feebly  objected,  that  fuch  an  appointment  would  interfere 
with  the  Committee  de  MIferIcorde,  to  which  the  Obfervations  had  been  committed, 
as  appears  by  the  following  extradl  of  a letter  on  that  fubjedl,  dated  Paris  i6th 
October  1789. 

A I’egard  du  produit  de  votre  ouvrage,  je  ne  peux  qu’applaudir  au  deffein  que  vous 
,av£z  con^u  de  i’abandcnner  au  Public,  et  fans  doute  e’eb  au  foulagement  des  pauvres 

que 
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que  vous  les  deflinerez  plus  particulierement,  de  meaie  que  vous  avez  deja  coniacic 
VOS  recherches  et  vos  travaux.  J'ai  Thonneur  d etre  avec  une  veritable  eftime, 
Monficur,  Votre,  See. 

Monfieur  Mirabeau  pretended  that  no  fuch  intention  was  entertained  ; but  the 
Committee  was  appointed,  and  the  publication  v/as  ruppreffed. 

Befides  that  awful  retribution  in  a future  ftatc,  which  all  reafonable  men  contem- 
plate with  reverence  ; men’s  adions  even  in  this  world,  often,  in  their  confequences, 
meet  with  adequate  reward  or  juft  punilhment.  It  is  not  for  weak  and  fallible 
men  to  interpret  this  Dramatical  Juftice  : 


Let  not  this  weak  and  erring  hand 
Prefume  thy  bolts  to  throw, 

And  deal  damnation  through  the  land 
On  each  I deem  thy  foe. 


But  the  fate  of  Mirabeau  may  be  recorded,  and  every  one  will  interpret  the  awful 
event  as  their  judgment,  their  convidion,  or  their  feelings'may  dired. 

Soon  after  entering  into  that  combination,  by  which  the  publication  of  the  Obfer- 
vations  was  fupprefted,  Mirabeau  wasfeized  with  the  difeafe  which  v/as  the  principal 
fubjed  of  thefe  Obfervations,  and  which  the  method  there  recommended,  when  early- 

applied,  feldom  failed  to  remove. 

The  connedlons  he  .had  formed,  and  the  meafures  he  fupported,  tended  to  influence 
him  and  thofe  he  confulted  in  the  early  part  of  his  illnefs,  againft  toLowIng  the  me- 
thod there  recommended  ; though  it  feems  evident,  from  the  narxation  of  the 
cafe  as  publifhed  after  his  death  by  his  phyficlan,  that  it  v/ould  not  only  have  arrefted 
the  fatal  progrefs  of  his  difeafe,  but  fpeedily  reftored  him  to  as  good,  if  not  a bettei 
ftate  of  health  than  he  had  for  many  years  enjoyed.  That  method  was  adually  re- 
commended by  that  able  phyfician,  M.  Petit,  on  hearing  from  M.  Cabanis  the  recital 
of  the  fymptoms  of  the  malady;  for,  from  an  ardent  defire  of  rendering  him  popular 
by  the  credit  of  his  cure,  Mirabeau  refufed  to  fee  any  other  phyfician  tiU  a few  hours 

before  his  death.  • " 

•'  ■ , . , ' . ■■  - \ ; ' ■ ■ ■ ^ 

En  reHechiffant  fur  la  maladle,  fays  M.  Cabanis,  je  trouvais  qu’ll  y avait  eu  un 
grand  acces  dans  la  nuit  du  Samedi  au  Diinanche,  un  fecond  dans  celle  du  Lundi 
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au  Mardi,  un  troifieme  dans  celle  du  Mercredi  au  Jeudi.  Cette  periodicite  fi  marque?,, 
jointe  a la  marche  anomale  des  fymptomes  et  a leur  caraclere  pernicieiix,  me  fit' 
foup^onner  une  fievre  intermittente  maligne,  cachee  fous  des  apparences  humorales- 
et  rpafmodiques.  Je  communiquai  ma  conjedlure  a M.  Petit ; il  la  trouva-fondee  ; et 
nous  convinmes  d’elTayer  le  quinquina,  d’abord  a faible  dofe,  et  afTocie  a de  doux 
iaxatifs,  enfuite  a dofe  tres  haute,  fi  ces  premiers  eflais  faifaient  expliquer  plus  daire- 
ment  la  nature,  et  fi  leurs  refultats  nous  confirmaient  dans  cette  route. — Journal  de 
la  Maladie  et  de  la-  Mort  d’Honore-Gabriel-Vidlor  Riquetli  Mirabeau,  par  P.  J.  G. 
Cabanis,  Dodleur  en  Medicine,  et  de  la  Socicte  Philofophique  de  Philadelphie, 
A Paris  1791. 

It  is  thus  that  ellayifls  in  practice  confirm  their  prejudices,  by  adminiflering  a 
medicine  unfkilfully  and  at  a late  period  of  the  difeafe,  and,  unconfeious  of  their 
being  totally  unacquainted  v/ith  the  power  and  operation  of  the  medicine,  and  the 
proper  method  of  adminiflering  it,  relate  cafes  where  they  believe  and  affirm  it  has 
failed.  It  is  left  to  thofe  who  have  had  fufficient  experience  to  judge  whether  the 
medicine  muh  not  have  proved  efficacious,  had  it  been  adminiflered  at  any  time 
during  the  period  of  the  three  firfl  acceflions,  and'  whether  it  would  not,  even  when, 
preferibed  at  that  late  Rage  of  the  difeafe, -have  ftill  proved  fuccefsful,.  under  a Ready, • 
firm  and  ffiilful  direcStion.  Many  fuch  cafes  daily  occur and  in  thefe  the  cure  is 
often  attributed  by  unfkilful  pradfitioners,  to  the  very  medicines  by  which  the  difeafe 
has  been  exalted  to  the  higheft  malignity 

M.  Cabanis  proceeds':  Je  rendis  compte  au  malade  du- point  de  vue  nouveau'  que 
foil  etat  nou5  prefentait  y il  en.  fut  frappe  comme  d’un  motif  d’efpoir,  et  il  sen  rejouit 
eomme  d’un  trait  diRingue  de  mcdecine  quhl  fuppofait  devoir  me  fa-ire  beaucoup 
d’honneur.  M.  Petit  repartit  fans  Favoir  vu ; rnais  il  m’aiTura  que  nous  pouvions 
toujours  difpofer  de  lui  ; et  il  fut  convenu  entre  nous  que  nous  Penverrions  chercher 
le  lendemain  matin, nous flattant  queje  parviendrais  peut-etre  aflechir  enfin.le  malade. 

Quand  on  fut  dans  Paris  que  nous  devions  donner  le  quinquina,  de  toutes  parts 
les  gens  qui  croyaient  en  avoir  de  choifi,.  s’emprefserent  de  nous  en  envoyer.  L’ex- 
cellentM.  Pilos,  Pune  des  plus  fameufes  vidlimes  de  Plnquifition,.  fous  le  nom  d’OI- 
Javjdez,  vint  lui-meme  nous  apporter  quelques  onces  de  celui  qui’l  revolt  diredle- 
ment  de  fa  patrie,  laquellc  eft  auffi  celle  de  cette  precieufe  ecorce.  Jl  nous  preftait 
de  le  donner  en  grande  quantile  et  fans  melange;  mais  comme  je  n’etais  pas  fans 

* Obfervatlons  on  the  prevailing  Difeafes  in  Great  Britain,  part  ii.  chap.  xi.  p.  310,  puhlilhed  in  March  1770, 
OUfervation^  on  the  Management  of  tlie  prevailing  Difeafes  in  Great  Britain^  particularly  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  part  ii.  chap,  ii,  fc^^.  2,  p.  105— iclJ,  fijrftpublifliedin  I777^  and  republiflicd  in  1783. 
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beaucoup  de  doutes,  je  m’en  tins  au  plan  arrete  de  concert  avec  M.  Petit.  La  pre- 
miere dofe  ne  produifit  aucun  efFet  fenfible  ; la  feconde  n’agit  pas  davantagej  le 
malade  revomit  la  troifieme,  <et  je  m’apper^us  le  Vendredi  matin  que  le  pouls,  loin 
de  prendre  plus  de  developpement  et  de  regularite,  comme  il  fait  toujours  quand  le 
quinquina  determine  des  change  mens  utiles,  fe  concentrait,  redevenait  convulfif, 
et  intermittent ; et  meme  que  le  fyfteme  arteriel  commen^ant  a perdre  de  fa  force, 
celTait  d’etre  en  harmonie  avec  les  fyftemes  nerveux  et  mufculaircs.  D’ailleurs,  la 
peau  fe  deflechait,  les  urines  coulaient  plus  difficilement,  et  la  gene  de  la  refpiration 
s’aggravait  d’une  manier  tres-menaqante.  Je  fufpendis  le  quinquina;  je  fis  ranimer 
les  finapifmes  et  les  vefficatoires  des  cuifTes  et  desjambes,  et  je  me  bornai  d’ailleurs 
a des  boiflbns  calmantes,  en  attendant  M.  Petit. 


Thofe  converfant  in  a fuccefsful  pradfice  muft  judge  "whether  this  method  was 
preferable  to  that  propofed  by  M.  Pilos;  and  whether  there  is  not  a moral  certainty, 
that  even  at  that  late,  period  M.  Pilos’s  method  alone,  or  with  an  addition  of  cor- 
roborating cordials  inftead  of  debilitating  laxatives,  muft  not  abfolutely  have  fuc- 
ceeded  ? 

As  to  the  reft,  M.  Cabanis’s  doubts  are  fully  refolved  in  Obfervatfons  on  the  pre- 
vailing Difeafes  in  Great  Britain,  part  ii.  chap.  v.  chap.  vii.  et  pajfmy  publiftied  twenty 
years  before  they  were  ftarted. 

M.  Cabanis  proceeds  : Quand  le  malade  vit  le  peu  de  fucces  du  quinquina,  Tu  es 
iin  grand  medecin,  medit-il;  mais  il  eft  un  plus  grand  mcdecin  que  toi,  celul  qui 
lit  le  vent  qui  renverfe  tout,  Peau  qui  penetre  et  feconde  tout,  le  feu  qui  vivifie  ou 
decompofe  tout. 


Je  lui  avais  dit  la  veille  que  fon  fort  ferait  juge  le  Samedi  matin.  Il  m’appelle,  et, 
me  ferrant  la  main  avec  tendrefle ; — Vous  avez  raifon,  mon  ami,  mon  fort  fera  juge 
demain  dans  la  matinee  ; je  le  fens.  Il  pronontga  ces  mots  avec  uiie  ferenite  tou- 
chante,  et  avee  un  accent  qui  retentit  encore  dans  mon  coeur. 


M.  Petit  devait  arriver  a huit  heures,  je  voulais  abfolument  qu’il  le  vit.  J’etais  trop 
emu  pouretre  bien  fur  de  ma  tete,  et  je  ne  voulais  pas  me  laifler  d’eternels  rejnords. 
Je  revins,  avec  le  malade,  fur  le  compte  de  M.  Petit  : je  iui  citai  les  mots  que  je 
m’etais  rappelles  pour  cela  : il  les  trouva  d’un  grand  genre:  je  lui  parlai  de  fa  vie 
privee,  de  fon  devouement  a fes  amis,  de  fa  probite  fans  tache.  Il  m’ceoutait  avec 
plaihr— Il  faut  abfolument  que  vous  le  voyez  . . . Mon  ami,  me  dit-il,  pourquoi  me 
tourmenter  inutilement  ? Vous  favez  bien  que  je  n’ai  de  conftance  qu’en  vous. 
Mais,  lui  repondis-je,  vous  favez  auffi  toute  cello  gmo  i’ai  dans  M.  Petit  ; vous  nc 
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pouvcz  pas  douter  que  ce  ne  foit  un  homme  rare  pour  le  talent ; pourquol  me  prlver 
d’un  fecoiirs  dont  je  crois  avoir  befoin  ? Ce  n’eft  pas  pour  vous  que  je  vous  le  de- 
niande,  c^eft  pour  rnoi.  II  paraiflait  ebranle  . . . C’eft  en  efFet  un  homme,  me  dit-il ; 
Ecoutez,  Cabanis,  j'^y  confens;  mais  je  vous  avertis  de  vous  defier  de  vous-meme  ; 
votre  tendre  affe(S:ion  pour  moi  vous  fait  faire  une  chofe  a laquelle  je  ne  devrais  pas^ 
confentir  : mon  ami,  vous  avez  plus  de  genie  et  d’ame  que  de  caraclere. 


II  s’lnformait  toujours  de  ce  qui  fe  pafiait  a rAfiemblee  Nationale  ; il  parlait  des 
affaires  de  Texterieur  ; il  s’occupait  principalement  des  vues  cachees  de  PAngleterre, 
Ce  Pitt,  me  difait-il,  eft  le  miniftre  des  preparatifs.  Il  gouverne  avec  ce  dont  il 
menace,  plutbt  qu’avec  ce  qu’il  fait.  Si  jUu[fe  vkUy\Q  crois  que  je  lur  aurais  donnd 
du  chagrin. 

Je  lul  parlais  de  Finteret  extraordinaire  qu’on  prenait  a fa  maladie,  de  Fempreftc- 
ment  avec  lequel  le  people  demarrdait  par-tout  de  fes  nouvelles,  et  venait  en  favoir  a 
fa  porte  ; de  Fattei'ition  qu’on  avait  eue  de  barricader  la  rue  au-deftbus  et  au-defru3 
de  fa  maifon,  afin  que  le  bruit  des  voitures  ne  I’incommodat  point  pendant  la  nuit. 
Ah  Old,  fans  dpute,  s’eciia-t-il  a ce  recit  jjun  ft  bon  peuple  eft  bien  digne  qu’on  fe 
dcvoue  a fon  fervice  : il  m’etait  glorieux  de  lui  confacrer  ma  vie  toute  entierei  je 
fens  qu’il  m’eft  doux  de  mourir  au  milieu  de  lui. 


Il  y avait  deja  long-terns  que  le  pouls  n’exiftait  plus  quand  M.  Petit  arriva.  Dsja- 
meme  les  bras  et  les  mains  etaient  glaces  5 cependant  leur  mouvement  n’etait  point 
affaibli,.  et  leur  force  mufculaire  fe  foutenait  d’une  m.aniere  etonnante.  Du  refte,  la 
refpi ration  devenait  plus  mauvaife  de  moment  en  moment  5 les  fpafmes  et  les  douleurs 
plus  infupportables  par  intervalles,  la  phyftonomie  plus  effrayante. 


Le  malade  requt  M.  Petit  avec  fa  grace  ordinaire  . . . Je  vais,  dit-il,  parler  avec 
franchife  a I’homme  qui  pafle  pour  aimer  le  mieux  ce  ton.  J’ai  toujours  cru  qu’on 
ne  devait  avoir  pour  medecin,  que  fon  ami.  Voila  mon  ami  et  mon  medecin ; il  a 
ina  conftance  entiere  ct  excluftve.  Mais  il  eft  plein  d’eftime  pour  vos  lumieres  et 
de  refpedl  pour  votre  caradlere  moral.  Il  m’a  cite  de  vous  des  mots  qui  contiennent, 
en  quelque  forte,  toute  la  revolution,  et  dcs  traits  qui  prouvent  qu’au  milieu  des 
inftitutions  fociales,  et  malgre  la  culture  peu  commune  que  vous  avez  donnee  a 
votre  efprit,  vous  etes  encore  refte  I’homme  de  la  nature.  J’ai  done  penfe  qu’un 
pared  homme,  ft  j’avais  eu  le  bonheur  de  I'e  rencontrer,  ferait  devenu  mon  amf. 
Voila,  Monfteur,  ce  qui  m’a  determine  a vous  voir,  M.  Petit  lui  repondi't,  que 
I’ami,  dans  toute  la  rigueur  du  mot,  etoit  encore  plus  celui  qui  aimait,  que  celui  qui 
ctait  aime,  et  qu’a  ce  titre,  il  meritait  d’etre  regarde  comme  i’ami  de  M.  de 

Mirabeau  j 


PROOFS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS.  69 


Mirabeau  ; que  depuis  long-tems  il  le  fuivait  des  yeux  dans  fon  immortelle  carriere, 
et  qa’il  cheiifiait  en  lui  la  patrie,  la  liberte,  la  CGnftitution. 


II  examina  tres-attentivement  le  malade  ; celui-ci  voulut  favoir  quel  ctalt  fon  pro- 
noftic  ; il  lui  demaiida  la  verite  franche,  I’aflurant  qu’il  etait  fait  pour  Tentendrc. 
y^ejiimey  lui  t^epondit  M.  Petit y que  nous  vous  fauverons  j mais  je  rP en  repondrais  pas. 


Nous  nous  retirames  dans  une  piece  voifine  . r Le  malade  eft  perdu  fans  refiburce', 
m^ajputa-t-il  ....  Quand  nous  repafsames  dans  la  chambre  du  malade ; . . M.  Petit, 
voyez,  dit-il,  toutes  Jes  perfonnes  qui  m^entourent : elles  me  foignent  comme  des 
ferviteurs,  et  ce  font  mes  amis  ; il  eft  permis  d’aimer  et  de  regretter  la  vie,  quand  on 
laiffe  apres  foi  de  pareilles  richeftes. 


Apresle  depart  deM.  Petit,  qui  promit  de  revenir  le  lendemain,  je  m’aftis  aupres 
du  lit  du  malade  : . . Son  mot  eft  fevere,  me  dit-il ; je  Pentends  : vous  etes  moins 
decide.  Je  fuis  porte  a'  juger  comme  lui  y mais  je  me  plais  a croire  comme  vous  : 
ma  confiance,  mon  amitie,  et  Ics  projets  auxquelsel'le  m’attache,  s’en  accommodent 
inieux.  Il  voulait  toujours  avoir  Pair  d^efperer,  pour  menager  la  tendrefte  de  fes 
amis.  Il  voulut  faire  fon  teftament.  J^ai  des  dettes,  difait-il,  et  je  n’en  connais 
pas  la  quotite  preeife  : je  ne  connais  pas  mleux  la  fituation  de  ma.  fortune : cepen-  ^ 
dant  j"ai  beaucoup  d’obligations  importantes  pour  ma  confcience,  et  chores  a mon 
coeur.  M.  Frochot  rapporta  ces  paroles  a M.  de  la  Marck,  qui  repondit:  Allez  lui 
dire  que  ft  fa  fucceflion  nefuftit  point  aux  legs  qu’il  fera,  j’adopte  ceux  que  fon  amitie 
voudra  bien  recomraander  a la  mienne  : il  faut  lui  donner  encore  un  bon  moment. 


Mirabeau,  dignede  ce  devouement  genereux,  en  fentit  tout  le  prix,  mais  n’en  fut 
point  etonne  ; il  accepta,  comme  un  homme  qui  en  aurait  fait  autant  y et  il  en  ufa 
fans  immoderation,  mais  fans  referve  minutieufe., 

Quelques  perfonnes  s’etaientmis  dans  la  tete  q.ue  les  poudrfes  de  James  pouvaient 
rendre  Mirabeau  a la  vie.  L’idee  en  avait  ete  repandue  dans  le  peuple  qui  afliegeoit 
la  porte,  et  dans  les  groupes  du  Palais-Royal.  Des  intrigans,  a ce  qu’on  me  dit, 
cherchaient  a diriger  fa  colere  contre  nous  pour  executer,  dans  le  tumulte,  des  vues 
tres-perverfes. 


Je  m’oppofai  formellement  a I’emploi  des  poudres  de  James  ; je  decLarai  que  non^ 
feulcment  je  ne  les  propoferais  point  au  malade,  mais  que  je  lui  en  dirais  mon  avis,  s’il 
le  demandaitj  et  que  jamais,  d’apres  quelque  motif,  dans  quelque  fituation  que  ce 
put  etre,  je  ne  me  fervirais,  comme  on  I’exigcait  de  moi,  de  la  conftance  que  le 
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inalade  m’avalt  accordce,  pour  lui  faire  prendre  un  remede  dans  lequeFje  n’en  avals 
aucune.  On  infiftait. — Vous  le  croyez  perdu;  les  cures  merveilleufes  operees  par 
ces  poudres  font  confl:antes«  Ne  vaut-il  pas  mieux  tenter  une  refTource  douteufe  que 
de  refler  dans  un  dcfefpoir  inacliF?  Je  repliquai,  Les  fecrets  de  la  nature  ne  me  font 
pas  tous  connus  ; elle  peut  tenter  quelqu’effort  utile  : mais  je  connais  tres-bien 
Peffct  des  poudres  de  James  ; je  fais  aufli  tres-bien  qu’elies  ne  conviennent  nulle- 
ment  dans  la  circonftance  adluel,  et  fuivant  moi,  le  malade  perirait  infailliblement 
dans  leur  operation.  M.  Petit,  auquel  on  avoit  depeche  un  expres  pour  le  confulter 
la-defTus,  fut  du  meme  avis  ; et  Ton  ne  donna  point  les  poudres. 

Q^iand  je  rendis  compte  au  Mirabeau — Ou  en  fuis-je  done,  me  dit-il,  pour  que 
les  empiriques  et  les  bonnes  femmes  croyent  pouvoir  s’emparer  de  moi  ? Cabanis,  jc 
vous  rend  refponfable  de  tout  ce  qui  me  concerne  ; je  vous  le  declare,  et  cette  refpon- 
fabilite  je  la  place  dans  votre  confcience. 

M.  I'eveque  de  Lyon  et  M.  Pancien  eveque  d’Autun,  fes  amis,  le  virent  ce  jour-la 
meme,  Pun  le  matin,  Pautre  le  foir.  Le  public  connait  le  refultat  de  fa  converfation 
avec  le  dernier.  Celle  qUil  eut  avec  Peveque  de  Lyon  fut  courte.  Quoi  qu’en 
aient  dit  quelques  journaux,  ce  font  les  feuls  ecclefiaftiques.qu’il  ait  requs  pendant 
fa  maladie.  Mais  ceux-la  n’etaientpas  indignes  de  recueillir  fes  derniers  fentimens. 

Cette  nuit  j-e  ne  le  quittai  point ; je  me  couchai  fur  une  chaife  longue  a cote  de  fon 
lit.  La  poitrine  fe  prenait  de  plus  en  plus,  et  le  malaife  etait  tres-grand  : cependant 
fon  efprit  avait  une  telle  adiivite  que  les  idees  lui  faifaient  oublier  les  foulFrances,  et 
que  le  haletement  de  fa  refpiration  n’etait  pour  lui  qiPun  bruit  incommode,  qui  Ic 
derangeolt  dans  fes  meditations,  fans  beaucoup  Pl)ccuper  d’ailleurs.  II  provoquait 
fans  ceffe  la  converfation  pour  enrayer  le  mouvement  de  fa  tete,  craignant  que  fi  ce 
mouvement  croiiTait  encore  il  ne  fe  transformat  en  veritable  delire.  Les  penfees  et 
les  images  fe  prefentaient  avec  une  rapidite  etonnante:  jamais  peut-etre  fon  langage 

n’eut  autant  de  precifion,  d’energie  et  d’eclat. 

\ 

AulTitot  que  le  jour  parut,  il  fit  ouvrir  fes  fenetres,  et  il  me  dit,  d’une  voix  f^rme 
ct  d’un  ton  calme:  Mon  ami,  je  mourrai  aujour-d^hui ; quand  on  en  eft  la,  il  ne 
refte  plus  qu'une  chofe  a faire ; e’eft  de  fe  parfumer,  de  fe  couronner  de  fleurs,  et 
de  s’environner  de  mufique,  afin  d’entrer  agreablement  dans  ce  fommeil,  dont  on  ne 
fe  reveille  plus.  Il  appela  fon  valet  de  chambre,  Allons  qu’on  fe  prepare  a me  rafer, 
a me  laver,  a faire  ma  toilette  toute  entiere.  Je  lui  obfervai  que  fon  acces  rPetant 
pas  fini,  le  moindre  mouvement  deviendrait  tres-prejudiciable,  et  pourrait  le  rendre 

mortel. 
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mortel,  au  lieu  que  peut-etre  11  ne  Ic  ferait  pas,,  en  gardant  le  repos  necefTaire.  II  eft 
mortel,  me  repoadit-il.  Son  valet  de  chambre  avait  kc  fort  malade  le  jour  prece^ 
dent.  Eh  blen,  mon  pauvre  Teifchy  comment  cela  va-t-il  aujourdbui  ? Ahi.mon 
cher  maitre,  je  voudrais  bien  que  vous  fuflie;z.  a ma  place.  Le  malade,  apres  un  mo- 
ment de  reflexion,  lui  repliqua  : Tiens,  je  ne  voudrais  pas  que  tu  fufTes  a la  mienne. 


11  me  fit  approcber  de  lui,  et  me  tendant  la  main : IVxon  bon  ami,  me  dit-il,  je 
mourrai  dans  quelques  heures  j donnez-moi  votre  parole  que  vous  ne  me  quitterez 
plus  ; je  veux  finir  avec  un  fentiment  doux.  Je  lui  repondis,  en  lailTant  echapper 
des  fanglots,  que  je  ne  pouvais  plus  retenir. — ^Point  de  faibleffe  indigne  de  vous  et 
de  moC  ajouta-t-il ; c^eft  un  moment  dont  il,  faut  que  nous  fachions  jouir  encore 
run  et  r autre.  Donnez-moi  de  plus  votre  parole  que  vous  ne  me  laifTerez  pas  fouf- 
frir  des  douleurs  inutlles.  Je  veux  pouvoir  gouter  fans  melange  la  prefence  dc  tout 

ee  qui  m’eft  cher. 


11  demanda  M.  de  la  Marck.  Q^and  celui-ci  fut  arrive,  le  malade  s'adrefTant  a 

jYioi : J ai  des  chofes  importantes  avoqs  communiquer  a tous  les  deux;  vous  voyez 

que  j^ai  beaucoup  de  peine  a parler  ; croyez-vous  que  je  ferai  plus  en  etat  de  le  faire 
dans  un  autre  moment  ? Je  lui  repondis  : Si  vous  etes  trop  fatigue,  repofez-vous  ; 
mais,  fi  vous  le  pouvez,  parlez,  des  ce  moment  meme.  En  eflet,  il  baifTait  a veu 

d’ceil. 

1 

J’entends,  me  repondit-il;  affeyez-vous  done  fur  mon  lit,  vous  lei,  vous  la.,Alors 
divifant  en  trois  points  ce  qu’il  avoit  a nous  dire,  il  nous  pirla  pendant  pres  de  tross- 
quarts  d’heure,  d’abord  fur  fes  affaires  particulieres,  enfuite  fur  les  perfonnes  cheres 
qu’il  laiffoit  aprSs  lui ; enfin  fur  I’etat  des  affaires  publiques  ; il  gliffa  rapidement  fur 
les  premiers  articles  > il  ne  pefa  que  fur  le  dernier.  Cette  converfation  a etd  pre- 
cieufement  recueillie,  et  ne  fera  pas  perdue  pour  I’hiftoire ; mais  comme  elle  inte- 
; reffe  plufieurs  individus,  ce  n’eft  pas  le  moment  d’en  rendre  compte. 

Quand  1!  eut  fini  avec  nous,  il  fit  appeller  M.  Frochot  y il  lui  prit  les  deux  mams, 
do^l  mit  I’une  dans  celle  de  M.  de  la  Marck,  et  I’autre  dans  la  mienne.— Je  Idgue,. 
a}outa-t-il,  a votre  amitie,  mon  ami  Frochot  y vous  avez  vu  fon  tendre  attachement 
pour  moi  ^ il  merite  le  votre. 

Bientot  apres  il  perdit  la  parole  ; mai&  il  repondaif  toujours  par  des  fignes,  aux 

marques  d’amitie  que  nous  lui  donnions.  Nos  moindres  foins  le  touchaient ; il  y. 

fouriait  avec  une  ferenite  et  une  grace  inexprimables.  Quand  nous  penchions  notre 

vifage 


\ 


7^2  PROOFS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

v-ifage  fur  le  fietg  il  faifoit  do  fon  cote  des  efforts  pour  nous  embrafTer ; et  le  mouve- 
meat  de  fes  levres  nous  avertiflait  de  la  douceur  qu’il  trouvait  dans  nos  carefTes. 


Sos  mains  glacccs  refterent  dans  les  notres  pendant  plus  de  trois  heures.  Son 
agonic  fut  calme  pendant  tout  ce  terns  ; mais  vers  les  huit  heures,  les  douleurs  fe 
reveiilerent.  Alors  il  me  fit  ftgne  de  lui  donner  a boire;  je  lui  apportai  fucceilive- 
ment  de  I’eau,  du  vin,  de  Torangeade,  je  lui  ofFris  meme  de  la  gelee.  Il  refufa  tout, 
et  fit  mouvement  d’un  hornme  qui  veut  ecrire  ; n.ous  lui  donnames  une  plume  et  du 
papier.  Il  ecrivit,  tres-lifiblcment : Dorjyiir.  Je  fis  femblant  de  ne  pas  rentendre. 
11  fit  figne  de  lui  rapporter  le  papier  et  la  plume,  et  il  ecrivit : . Croyez-vous  que  la 
mart  Jolt  un  fe'ntiment  dangireux  ? Voyant  que  je  n’adoptais  pas  fa  demande,  il  ecrivit 
encore  : Tant  qu  on  a pu  ermire  que  V opium  fixerolt  I*humeury  on  a lien  fait  de  ne  pas  le 
donner  mais  maintenant  quil  n^y  a plus  de  reffounes  que  dans  un  phinomene  inconnu^ 
pQurqv.oi  ne  pas  tenter  ce  phenornene  P Et  peut-on  laiJJ'er  mourir  Jon  ami  fur  la  roue^  pen- 
dant  plufeurs  jours  peut-etre  P 


Les  douleurs  augmentalent  de  moment  en  moment ; elles  etolent  deja  fi  violentes, 
qu  elles  devenaient  caufes  acceleratrices  de  la  mort.  Mon  devoir  etait  alors  de  les 
moderer ; je  formula!  un  calmarit,  et  je  dis  au  malade  que  dans  une  minute  fon  veeu 
ferait  rempli.  M.  Petit  arrive  fur  ces  entrefaites : comme  nous  pafiions  dans  un 
cabinet  voifin,  la  douleur  ranime  tout-a-coup  le  malade,  et  lui  rend  la  parole  ; il  me 
rappelle  avec  force,  et  me  dit : Jurez-moi  que  vous  ne  direz  point  ce  que  veus  allez 
faire.  M.  Petit  approuva  le  calmant  ; mais  il  prefera  de  donner,  dans  de  Feau  fimple, 
le  fyrop  diacode  quej’avais  ordonne  dans  une  eau  difiilee.  L’Apoticaire  etait  dans 
la  meme  rue ; cependant,  il  faliait  le  terns  de  revenir  de  chez  lui  : les  douleurs  de- 

venaient  atroces. — On  me  trompe,  dit  a M.  de  laMarck  le  malheureux  agonifant. 

Non,  Fon  ne  vous  trompe  pas  *,  le  remede  arrive,  nous  Favons  tous  deux  vu  ordon- 
ner. — Ah,  les  Medecins  ! les  Medecins  ! reprit-il  ; et  fe  tournant  vers  moi,  avec  un 
air  mele  de  colere  et  de  tendrefle,  N^etiez-vous  pas  mon  medecin  et  mon  ami?  Ne 
m’aviez-vous  pas  promis  de  m’epargner  les  douleurs  d’une  pareille  more  ? Voulez- 
vous  ejue  j’emporte  le  regret  de  vous  avoir  donne  ma  confiance  ? Ces  paroles,  les 
dernieres  qiFil  ait  prononcees,  retentifient  fans  cefTe  a mon  oreille.  Il  fe  tourna  fur 
le  cote  droit  dans  un  mauvement  convulfif ; et  fes  yeux  s’etant  eleves  vers  le  ciel, 
il  expira  dans  nos  bras  vers  les  huit  heures  et  demie.  CVft  a-peu-pres  a la  meme 
heure  que  la  veille,  entendant  tirer  des  coups  de  canon,  il  s’etait  eerie  comme  en 
furfaut:  N’eft-ce  pas  la  le  commencement  des  funerailles  d’Achillei  M,  Petit^ 
penfif  au  -pied  de  fon  lit,  nous  dit  :T1  ne  fouffre  plus. 

On 
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On  a pretendu  qu’en  mourant  Mirabeau  avolt  prononce  cette  phrafe  remar- 
quable  — y^emporte  dans  mon^oaur  le  deuil de  la  Alonarchie^  dont  les  debris  vont  etre  la 
proye  des  fafiieux,  C’efl  le  precis,  mais  le  precis  tres-exagere  de  plufieurs  de  fes 
mots  fur  Tetat  des  affaires  publiques,  II  aimait  la  Monarchic  et  craignait  pour  elle 
des  dangers.  II  penfait  que  la  liberte  conquife  par  rinfurredlion,  deviiit  etre  confer- 
vee  par  le  refpe£l:  des  loix  3 que  les  loix  ne  pouvaient  etre  execiitees,  que  par  unc 
force  active  3 que  dans  un  grand  empire,  dout  ie  peuple  n’eft  pas  encore  eclaire, 
dent  les  moeiirs  font  avilies  par  des  fiecles  d’efclavage,  cette  force  doit  refider  dans 
les  mains  d’un  feul  5 qu’en  un  mot,  Talliance  de  la  vraie  democratie  et  du  gouverne- 
ment  monarchique  eft  la  plus  naturelle,  et  que  nulle  autre  forme  ne  reunit  au  rnemc 
degre  la  vigilance  d’une  bonne  police,  a la  garantie  refpedlueufe  de  la  liberte  nation- 
ale.  Ce  n’eft  pas  les  amis  les  moins  zeles  de  la  revolution,  ce  n’eft  pas  fur-tout  les 
hommes  les  moins  inftruits  de  nos  ckconftances  adtuelles,  qui  penfent  entierement 
com  me  lui. 

Many  Important  refleiSlions  arife  from  the  preceding  narrative ; but  in  thefe  criti- 
cal times  a free  difcuffion  might  be  improper.  The  intelligent  reader  will  obferve 
Mirabeau’s  great  anxiety  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life : bis  earneft  defire,  when 
it  was  too  late,  to  fiy  to  the  principal  remedies  recommended  in  the  Obfervations  he 
-had  oppofed  and  fuppreffed,  and  the  bitter  reproach  he  threw  out,  in  the  agonies  of 
'his  laft  moments,  on  the  phyfician  in  whom  he  had  confided  1 ! ! 

C.  p.  16. 

ON  January  ift,  1792,  the  following  letter  on  the  ftate  of  Medical  Arrangements 
in  India  was  delivered  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at  his  houfe in  Downing- 
.ftreet : 

Sir, 

THE  unhandfome,  not  to  fay  unjuft  manner  in  which  I have  been  treated,  after 
having,  by  command,  fpent  a life  and  fortune  in  laborious  purfuits  for  the  public 
-beneftt,  might  have  been  a -fulHcient  excufe  for  withholding  further  information  3 
-fince  it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  this  addrefs  will,  as  on  former  occafions,  be 
regarded  as  an  impertinent  intrufion. 

But  this  is  a new  proof  of  a firm  determination  to  facriiice  every  private  feeling 
and  perfonal  confideration,  to  a faithful  difeharge  of  indifpenfible  public  duty  3 and 
may  add  one  more  to  the  numerous  examples,  in  which  the  moft  meritorious  public 
fervices  have  been  mifconftrufled,  and  of  the  Executive  Government  negledling 
4o  profit hy  the  faithful  fervices  of  the  moft  dutiful  fubjciSls. 

J have  no  right,  and  fliould  not  prefume  to  intrude  upon  you,  Sir,  as  a private 
Gentleman,  but  duty  to  my  King  and  Country,  and  Inviolable  attachment  to  the 

L Governor 
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Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  India,  of  whofe  candid  acceptance  of  my' 
very  imperfe6i;  fervices,  I ha\'e  had  ample  experience,  invincibly  impel  me  to  addrefs 
you  as  iiril  Minifter  of  this  Country  ^ and  if  I do  not  over-rate  the  importance  of  the 
information  I am  prepared  to  give,  it  is  the  indifpenfible  duty  of  the  public  charac- 
ter in  which  you  aci:,  to  attend  fericufly  to  this  reprefentatiorr. 

In  the  difcharge  of  my  profeffional  duty,  I have  beendately  led  Into  a very  minute 
examination  of  the  Medical  Arrangements  in  the  Ead  India  Company,  which  had 
been  for  ten  years  eminently  judicious,  and  confequently  fignally  fuccefsfuL 

But  it  is  wdth  infinite  concern  I am  obliged  to  inform  you,  that  I have  met  with 
irrefragable  ofiicial  proof,  of  a molT:  pernicious  alteration  having  taken  place  within 
thefe  few  years  in  that  departm.ent ; and,  from  a very  minute  inveftigation  of  the 
fiibjc6l,  I have  the  ftrongefic  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  Commander  in  Chief,  and 
the  brave  army  under  his  conimand,  are  at  this  moment  fuffering  feverely  from  that, 
fatal  mifmanagement. 

It  is  my  duty  to  give  this  notice,  and  to  add,  that  I am  ready  to  give  fuch  further 
information  as  may  be  necelTary  to  enable  you,  if  it  is  not  already  too  late,  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  your  wifdom  may  dlre6l,  to  avert  the  calamities  which  muft  infali 
libly  enfue,  fhould  this  information  be  treated  in  the  fame  manner  as  fimilar  repre-- 
fentatlons  have  been  on  former  occafions.  . L have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  kc. 

Having  received  no  anfwer,  application  was  made  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Board  of 
Controul,  who,  in  concurrence  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  appointed  an 
interview  at  Somerfet  Hoiife,  on  Friday,  January  13,  at  one  o’clock,  at  which  a Me- 
morial and  Petition  to  his  Majefty  in  Council  was  prefented,  and  the 'following 
vouchers  produced  : 

Dr.  Demembray  begs  his  heft  thanks  may  be  prefented  to  Dr.  Millar,  for 
his  accurate  and  ingenious  Obfervations  on  the  Practice  of  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Weftminfter  Difpenfary,  that  by  calculation' and  fa61;s  fet  the  relief  of  the 
fiick  in  a new  light,  that  would  never  have  occurred  to  his  obliged  fervant,  without 
the  perufal  of  the  like  particulars. 

Dr.  Millar  may  depend  on  his  work  being  properly  laid  on  the  table  of  one  whofe 
firft  care  is  the  welfare  of  worth  and  talents. 

Richmond-^  Marchy  1777. 

Soon 
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Soon  after  the  following  note  was  received  from  the  late  Dr.  'William  Hunter  : 

Dear  Sir, 

1 HAVE  already  read  the  whole  ; and  admitting  the  facls,  (and  no  doubt  you  will 

I 

take  care  to  be  accurate)  any  body  but  myfelf  would  be  furprlfed.  The  publication 
would  be  of  great  ufe  at  this  time,  efpecially  in  America.  The  Lord  in  his  mepcy 
keep  us  out  of  the  hands  of  in  this  world,  and  the  Devil  in  the  next. 

(Signed)  W„  H. 

The  following  note  was  afterwards  received  from  Dr.  Hunter  : 

GENERAL  CUNNINGHAM  fays  thebeft  way  is  for  Dr.  Millar  to  goto  Lord 
AmherfPs* Levee,  to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven.  Dr.  Millar  may,  if  he  pleafes,  call 
upon  General  Cunningham  (the  firft  door  in  King-flreet,  beyond  the  dead  wall, 
right  hand  fide,  coming  from  St.  Jameses  Square,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
fay  he  was  defired  to  do  fb  by  Lady  Hertford.)  The  General  will  put  him  into  the 
method. 

Sunday^  December, 

'The  Obfervations  were  accordingly  prefented  by  command,  and  the  receipt  ae- 
.knowledged  in  the  following  Note: 

TVhltehall^  '^d  Adarch^  ^779* 

LORD  AMHERST  prefents  his  compliments  to  Dr.  Millar,  and  is  much  obliged 
to  him  for  his  Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and 
Navy.  Lord  Amherft  has  not  yet  been  able  to  give  the  Dodlor’s  Obfervations  the 
attention  he  could  wifh  ; but  he  makes  no  doubt,  that  when  he  Iliall  be  able  to  do  it, 
hefhall  find  them  very  deferving  his  attention. 

The  Officers  and  Minifiers  of  the  Crown  are  refponfible  for  the  delivery  Of  the 
Memorial  and  Petition,  prefented  to  the  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Controul.  The 
Memorialift  has  too  much  reverence  for  the  prerogative  to  make  it  public. 

No  anfwer  being  received,  the  following  note  was  addrefTed  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ; 

MAKING  allowance  for  the  delays  of  office,  Dr.  Millar  has  waited  in  expedla- 
tion  of  hearing  that  fome  progrefs  had  been  made,  in  the  very  important  bufinefs 
of  Military  Medical  Arrangements. 

But  that  the  advantages  to  be' derived  to  the  army  in  India,  from  the  examination  I 
of  the  Medical  Journals  at  the  India  Houfe,  may  ndf  be  lofOor  another  feafon,  he  f 
now  requefls  the  favour  of  being  informed,  when  he  may  have  the  honour  of  com-  "] 
municating  further  intelligence  on  that  fubjedl,  and  w^hether  the  bufinefs  would  not  1 
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be  more  fpeedily  forwarded,  by  depofiting  a copy  of  the  Memorial  at  the  Council 
Chamber. 

On  Tucfday,  January  24^  17 pi,  an  interview  was  appointed  at  the  Secretary  of 
State's  Office,  Whitehall,  for  next  Thurfday  the  26tli. 

At  that  interview,  the  return  of  the  Yorkfliire  Militia,  (Chap.  v.  p.  23.}  and  of 
the  3d  Battalion  of  the  60th  Regiment,  (Chap.  iv.  p.  21  and  22.)  were  laid  before 
Minifters,  and  the  following  Memorial  was  prefented.  On  the  Connedlion  of  Medi- 
cine with  Civil  Government  and  Military  Operations. 

Memorial  prefented  to  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Controul. 

THOUGH  Medicine  has  hitherto  been  judged  a detached  fcience  peculiar  to  Phy- 
ficians,  and  totally  independent  on  Political  CEconomy  and  Military  Operations, 
more  mature  deliberation,  a more  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  fubjedf,  more 
c'omprehenfive  views,  and  more  extenfive  knowledge,  have  clearly  evinced  a general’ 
attention  to  its  influence  to  be  abfolutely  necelTary  to  the  fuccefsful  dire£lion  of  tho 
bufinefs  of  the  State. 

It  has  been  obferved,  by  an  able  Phyfician*,  who  could  not,  according  to  the  Bate 
of  Medicine  at  the  time  he  lived,  difeern  the  energy  and  propriety  with  which  the 
obfervation  applied,  above  all  others,  to  his  own  profeffion,  in  which  he  eminently 
excelled,,  that  there  are  few  things  which  we  know,  which  are  not  capable  of  being 
reduced  to  Arithmetical  Calculation;  and  when  they  cannot,  it  is  a fign  the  knowledge 
of  them  is  very  fmall  and  confufed  ; and  where  a Mathematical  Reafonine  can  be  had, 
it  is  as  great  a folly  to  make  ufe  of  any  other,  as  to  grope  for  a thing  in  the  dark, 
when  you  have  a candle  Banding  by  you. 

This  advantage  is  peculiarly  obtained  in  the  pradlice  of  Medicine  ; for  though,  im 
the  detail  of  private  practice,  it  muB  ever  be  fubjedl  to  that  myBery  which  impofes 
on  the  frailty  of  mankind,' yet,  by  the  chaBe  application  of  Arithmetical  Calculation, 
it  may  be  accurately  determined,  what  can  or  cannot  be  done  in  the  cure  of  difeafes, 
among  bodies  of  men  afTembled  in  fleets  and  armies,  and  what  methods  or  medicines 
are  comparatively  hurtful  or  ferviceable ; what  are  the  moB  prevalent  difeafes,  and 
the  means  by  which  they  may  be  managed  with  the  greateB  fuccefs.. 

This  method  of  treating  the  fubje£l  places  it  in  the  moB  refpedlable  point  of  view  | 
banifhes  myBery  and  charlatanry,  and  fets  the  pra6lice  of  Medicine  in  its  purity  and 
fimplicity,  far  beyond  the  cavils  of  quibbling  criticifm  ; the  fallacy  of  delufive 
theories  ; and  the  Bill  more  dangerous  rock  of  fallible  opinion,  or  over-bearing 
authority. 


• Dr.  Arbuthnot.- 
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Thus  thoroughly  underftood,  Medicine  becomes  the  trueft  touch-done  of  hiftori* 
tal  fa6ls5  and  throws  the  cleared  light  on  Military  Operations.  Many  adonifhing,  - 
and,  according  to  received  opinions,  almod  incredible  events,  when  examined  by 
this  ted,  become  plain  and  intelligible  facffs,  and  are  proved  to  be  infallible  confe- 
quences  of  natural  caufes,  firmly  edablifhed  by  the  uniform  and  invariable  experience 
of  all  nations  and  ages ; and  vi6lories  obtained  with  immenfe  (laughter  on  the  fide 
of  the  vanquifhed,  and  little  lefs  on  that  of  the  viclors,  are  no  longer  cbjecSls  of 
v/onder  and  adonifhment. 

From  faithful  regiders  and  accurate  calculations,  the  proportion  of  fick  to  the  ^ 

I 

whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  a kingdom,  province  or  city,  or  of  men  in  an  army ‘x 
or  navy,  and  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  fick  in  peace  and  war,  town  / 
and  country,  in  all  ages  and  nations,  and  under  all  diderent  prevailing  medical 
theories  and  modes  of  practice,  may  be  clearly  afcertained  and  accurately  compared. 

The  comparative  propriety  of  different  Medical  Arrangements  may  be  illudrated, 

V the  midakes  of  hidorians  may  be  corre6led,  and  fa6ls  clearly  explained,  which, 

^ without  the  afliftance  of  an  intelligent  medical  invedigation,  would  puzzle  the  mod 
accomplifhed  Generals  and  the  mod  experienced  Statefmen.  .. 

If  the  'whole  number  of  men  in  an  army,  and  the  monthly  and  annual  proportion’ 
of  deaths,  be  known,  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  general  plan  of  Medical 
Arrangements  may,  with  a great  degree  of  certainty,  be  determined,  by  Arithme- 
tical Calculations,  founded  on  fixed  principles,  afcertained  by  regular  Regiders,  accu-- 
rately  recorded,  during  a long  feries  of  years,  in  all  feafons,  regions  and  climates, 

' in  Europe,  Ada,  Africa,  and  America. 

By  the  fame  means,  if  the  general  Medical  Management  is  didin(Slly  known, » 
the  average  of  fortunate  or  fatal  pradfice  may  alfo  be  nearly  calculated. 

Condderable  progrefs  has  already  been  made  in  thefe  invedigations;  but  it  re- - 
plains  with  the  Executive  Government  to  carry  them  to  perfedlion,  and  render 
them  extendvely  ufeful. 

The  only  public  department  in  which,  fo  far  as  is  publicly  known,  any  attempt' 
has  been  made  to  edablifh  regular  Medical  Regiders  by  authority,  is  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Ead  India  Company. 

About  the  year  1770,  the  Diredfors  of  the  Ead  India  Company  ordered  Journals 
to  be  kept  by  the  Surgeons  of  all  the  fhips  trading  to  and  from  India,  and  deter- 
mined 


ft 
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mined  that  no  Surgeon  (liould  receive  his  appointments  till  his  Medical  Journal  was 
depofited  at  the  India  Jlcufe. 

/' 

Thefe  Journals,  though  rude  and  without  form,  contain  a great  body  of  ufeful 
information  ; but  fo  huddled  together  as  to  require  immenfe  labour  to  find  it  out. 
That  labour  has,  however,  in  a great  meafure,  been  undergone,  and  would  have 
been  finifhed,  had  not  the  urgency  of  the  feafon  for  fending  out  reinforcements  to 
India,  rendered  it  an  indifpenfible  duty  to  lay  the  intelligence  already  obtained 
before  thofe  who  have  the  power  of  improving  it,  in  due  time,  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  Army,  the  advantage  of  the  Company,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  National 
Honour  and  Dignity, 

In  thefe  Journals  it  appears,  that  two  different  opinions  have  been  adopted  con- 
cerning the  prevailing  difeafes,  and  two  modes  of  pradlice,  diametrically  oppofite, 
founded  on  thefe  different  opinions.  One  of  thefe  methods  has  proved  uniformly 
fuccefsful,  the  other  conftantly  pernicious.  . 

There  are  few  Inflances  where  either  of  them  is  carried  to  the  full  extent ; but 
there  are  various  fhades  of  difference,  partaking  partly  of  the  old  and  partly  of  the 
new  praeSlice.  The  old  pra61;ice  is  generally  fatal,  and  the  new  uniformly  fuccefs- 
ful.  The  variations  are  fuccefsful  or  otherw’ife,  as  they  approach  nearer  or  recede 
further  from  the  two  extremes. 

The  new  practice  was  introduced  into  the  fervice  by  Dr.  Clarke,  an  eminent  and 
fuccefsful  Phyfician  at  Newcaflle,  who  ferved  firft  as  Surgeon’s  Mate,  and  after- 
w^ards  as  Surgeon,  on  board  the  Talbot.  His  Obfervations  were  patronized  by  the 
Diredlors,  and  publifhed  at  the  expence  of  the  Company,  and  were  very  likely  to 
have  become  the  general  ftandard  for  praflice  in  that  department.  But  on  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  late  Phyfician  to  Greenwich  Hofpital,  (not  the  prefent,  who  is 
one  of  the  mod  fuccefsful  pra£litioners  in  Europe,  and  who  has  already  been,  and 
will  yet  be  of  great  fervice  in  reforming  the  Medical  Arrangements  in  the  Royal 
Navy)  other  ideas  were  fuggefled  to  the  young  Surgeons  j and  the  old  pra^Iiee, 
with  all  its  pernicious  confequences,  was  refumed. 

Under  this  management  the  moil  dreadful  mortality  enfued.  Of  iBi  foldiers  on 
board  the  Lafcelles,  in  a voyage  to  Madras,  only  one  efcaped  contagion.  Fifteen 
died  in  the  paffage,  and  the  reft  were  landed  (in  the  language  of  the  Surgeon)  fttter 
for  the  hofpital  than  the  field.  This  ihip  was  out  from  the  i2th  of  February  1783, 
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All  the  fhips  are  faid  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  who,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Bromheld,  fuc^ 
eeeded  as  Surgeon  to  the  Halfewell,  to  have  loft  a great  many  men,  excepting  the 
Oxford  and  the  Barwell. 

Of  fixteen  men  who  were  fent  from  the  Halfewell  to  the  hofpital  at  Calcntt.T,  only 
four  furvivedj  and  two  of  thefe,  during  the  homev/ard  bound  voyage,  were  unable  to 
do  any  duty,  and  remained,,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  in  a reduced  ftate. 

The  Kent,  in  a voyage  to  and  from  Madras,  Bengal,  and  China,  was  out  from 
November  6,  1781,  to  April  26,  1785,  a period  of  nearly  three  yeafs  and  fix 
months.  Captain  Stokes  and  his  fon  died,  as  did  Captain  Tolme,  who  fucceeded 
him;  the  Surgeon  alfo  died, -and  general  mortality  prevailed. 

On  board  the  Pigot,  Mr.  Child  the  Surgeon  died ; and  23  deaths,  befides  acci- 
dents, appear  on  the  books. 

But  amidft  this  great  and  general  mortality,  the  few  Surgeons  who  perfevered  in 
the  new  pradice  introduced  by  Dr.  Clarke  experienced  the  ufual  fuccefs  with  which 
that  pracfice  has  always  been  attended.. 

% 

Mr.  Charles  Bruce,  Surgeon  of  the  Sandwich,  which,  from  January  14,  1783,  to 
April  6,  1785,  made  a voyage  to  and  from  Madras  and  China,  exprefsly  mentions 
Dr.  Clarke’s  Gbfervations,  as  appofite  and  ufeful,  and  preferved  his  fhip’s  company 
by  following  that  pradlice. 

Mr.  Ellis,  of  the  York,  which  from  March,  2,  17^35  to  July  i2j  1784,  made^a 
voyage  to  and  from  Madras  and  China,  acknowledges  hinifelf  greatly  indebted  to 
Dr.  Clarke’s  Gbfervations.  The  Remarks  and  Cafes,”  Mr.  Ellis  adds,  “ which 

D/.  Clarke  has  fo  amply  given,  particularly  refpedling  the  Remitting  Fever 
‘‘  and  Flux,  merit  the  greateft  attention;  and  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the  voy- 

age  I have  followed  his  mode  of  treatment  as  nearly  as  poffible,  and  generally  with 

the  greateft  fuccefs.”  ' 

The  review  of  the  Journals  has  not  yet  come  lower  than  the  year  1785,  and  it  is 
hoped  the  practice  would  be  found  much  better,  and  confequently  much  more  fuc- 
cefsful,  in  the  fubfequent  years.  Thebufinefs  is  at  prefent  fuperintended  by  a very 
unexceptionable  Phyfician. 

But  from  fome  late  authentic  documents,  the  prefent  pradlice  in  the  hofpitals  in 
India  appears  to  be  fuch,  as  from  former  experience  has  always  proved  pernicious. 
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Should  no  oflicial  plan  have  been  formed  to  corredl  thcfe  errors,  your  IvIemorlaHU 
will  do  himfelf  the  honour  to  propofe  one  founded  on  the  fuccefsful  experience  of 
feveral  attentive  praclitioners  in  the  Army,  in  the  Navy,  in  the  Militia,  and  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  recorded  and  certified  by  authentic  regifters. 

On  confidering  the  Memorial,  the  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Controiil  ordered  a 
plan  to  be  immediately  made  out,  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  fervice  in  India,  which 
was'accordingly  delivered  at  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  on  Friday,  January  27, 
1752;  and  was  tranfmitted  by  him  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  to  the  Chairman  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  as  appears  from  the  following  letter,  dated  February  3, 1792, 

Sir, 

I HAVE  wrote  to  the  Secretary  at  War,  and  to,the  Chairman  of  the  Eaft  India 
Uompany,  and  have  fent  them  copies  of  your  plan  of  Military  Medical  Arrangements 
for  the  fervice  of  India,  although  I have  not,  . from  my  inquiries  on  the  fubjedf,  been 
able  to  difcover  that  the  Eaft  India  Company  complain  of  any  defedi  in  their  Medical 
Arrangements.  I am,  with  regard,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)  HENRY  DUNDAS. 

It  would  be  improper  to  publlfh  that  plan  at  prefent,  left  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  it,  of  which  Minifters  difdained  to  avail  thenafelves,  fhould  be  improved 
againft  us  by  our  enemie€. 

Intoxicated  by  the  receipt  of  the  forged  exprefs  concerning, the  taking  of  Seringapa- 
tam,  and  by  a great  acceflion  of  fupport  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Minifters  dif- 
dainfully  rejeded  all  further  information  concerning  arrangements  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  turned  their  attention  entirely  to  the  difeovery  of 
Treafon.  On  the  21ft  of  May  a Proclamation  was  ilTued,  enjoining  all  Loyal  Subjects 
to  give  notice  to  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  of  any  violation  of  the 
Conftitution -that  might  fall  within  their  obfervation.  In  the  fituation  in  .which  the 
Author  flood  with  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Cro,wn,  it  was  impoffible  to  over- 
look the  deep  defign  of  averting  all  inquiry  concerning  Military  Medical  Arrange- 
ments, or  official  malvcrfation  in  that  Department,  or  in  that  of  Finance*,  by  di- 
re6lingthe  public  attention,  by  this  Tournelle  Procefs,  to  rumours  of  Sedition,  Infur- 
Teflion,  Confpiracy  and  Rebellion  ; and  under  that  convi<flion  It  became  an  indifpen- 
iible^^duty  to  endeavour  to  refift  fuch  an  attempt  in  limine.  The  following  Memorial 
w’as  therefore  prefented  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  copies  of  it  were  tranfmitted 
to  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Prefident 
-of  the  Council. 

MEMORIAL  prefented,  In  obedience  to  the  Royal  Proclamation. 

•ALL  Loyal  Subjects  being  folemnly  called  upon  to  give  notice  to  one  of  ,tbe’‘Se- 

* See  p.  6,  7,  8 and  9, 
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cretaries  of  State,  of  any  violation  of  the  Conftitution,  the  Memorialift  informs  the 
Right  Honourable  Secretary  of  a moft  flagrant  breach  of  its  mofl:  facred  princi- 
ple, by  raifing  money  for  or  to  the  ufe  of  the  Crown,  more,  and  in  other  manner, 
than  has  been  granted  by  Parliament. 

The  Commons  of  England  refolved,  in  the  year  1628,  That  taxes  ought  not  to 
be  impofed  without  confent  of  Parliament ; and  if  any  man  (hall  pay  the  fame,  not 
being  granted  by  Parliament,  he  fliall  be  reputed  a betrayer  of  the  Liberties  of 
England,  and  a capital  enemy  of  the  kingdom. 

By  his  obedience  to  that  folemn  refolution,  the  Memorialifl;  has  been  placed  in  the 
Angular  fituation  of  being  treated  as  an  outlaw,  his  houfe  has  been  laid  wafle,  and  his 
property  has  been  violently  torn  from  him  ; there  being  no  means  of  avoiding  that 
perfecution,  but  by  becoming  an  accomplice  in  the  crime,  a betrayer  of  the  Liberties 
of  England,  and  a capital  enemy  of  the  kingdom,  and,  under  the  prote61:ion  of  an 
arbitrary  Adminiftration,  bidding  defiance  to  the  jufl:  indignation  of  Parliament. 

I 

That  corruption  which  defcends  from  the  Governors  to  the  governed,  is  more 
baneful  and  more  incorrigible  than  that  which  arifes  from  corrupt  individuals.  While 
the  vitals  are  uncontaminated,  partial  evils  are  eafily  corre£led ; but  when  thofe  in 
authority  are  perverted,  the  power  of  the  State  is  exerted,' not  to  reftrain  vice  and 
encourage  virtue,  but  againfl:  the  befl:,  in  favour  of  the  word  Citizens,  and  thofe  of 
the  greatefl:  merit  are  plundered,  to  reward  the  corrupt  fer vices  of  the  molt  profli- 
gate fubjedls. 

« 

Such  proceedings,  much  more  likely  to  excite  difTatisfa^fion,  than  any  form  of 
words  in  unadvifed  fpeaking  or  writmg,  of  which  the  extravagancies  reciprocally 
repel  each  other,  are  more  efpecially  within  the  purview  of  the  Royal  Proclamation, 
and  a palpable  fubje^l:  for  the  interference  and  corre61;ion  of  Government,  fince  it  is 
not  polTible  that  a daring  combination,  armed  with  official  authority,  fhould  be  effec- 
tually refiiled  by  an  unfupported  individual. 

To  ffmn  the  guilt  of  compounding  fuch  criminality,  or  becoming  an  open  abet- 
tor, or  fecret  accomplice,  this  information  is  humbly  fubmitted,  and  fliall,  when 
required,  be  fully,  clearly,  and  irrefragably  fubffantiated. 

May  2(5,  i 792. 

Note  D.  p.  18. 

WHEN  1^.,  Kennedy  returned  to  England  at  the  end  of  the  American  war,  he 
was  poffeffed  of  the  whole  of  Mr.  Reide’s  Returns,  during  his  fervice  in  America;  and 
fenous  intentions  being  then  profeffed  of  an  effectual  reformation  in  Military  Medi- 
cal Arrangements,  He,  in  compliance  with  thefe  intentions,  propofed  publifliing  thefe 
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Returns  and  waited  on  the  Author  for  further  information,  and  for  an  explanation  of 
fonae  part  of  the  plan  ; fmce  during  his  fervice  in  America  he  had  endeavoured  to 
introduce  fnch  regular  Returns,  but  could  never  obtain  any,  excepting  thgfe  made 
out  by  Mr.  Reide. 

Amongft  other  information  freely  given,  he  requeued  to  have  the  infpeOion  of 
the  Stamp  Office  copy  of  the  Authors  Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes 
in  the  Army  and  Navy,  during  the  American  war,  on  which  many  manufeript  notes 
had  been  made.  It  w^as  alfo  granted;  but  the  Officers  and  Miniflcrs  of  the  Crown 
having  relapfed  into  their  former  cppofition  to  all  improvement.  Dr.  Kennedy 
thought  proper  to  confult  his  interefi:,  by  abandoning  the  defrgn  of  publiffiing  the 
Returns,  and  to  retain  the  Obfervations,  v/hich,  after  this  notice,  if  they  have  not 
fallen  into  improper  hands,  may  be  reflored  to  the  right  ov/ner. 

Dr.  Kennedy  ferved  in  Portugal,  and  at  the  Havannah,  where  the  contagion  was 
fo  virulent,  that  the  Highland  Regiment,  of  two  battalions  of  900  each,  could  only 
mufler  fix  men  fit  for  fervice. 

s 

The  1 7th  Regiment,  which  went  out  completed  to  700  men,  was  fo  reduced  in 
that  expedition,  that,  v^^hen  every  man  was  ordered  out  on  a fudden  alarm,  ninety-fix 
only  could  be  dragged  from  a fick  bed  ; and  of  thefe  only  fix  were  able  to  ftand 
under  arms : the  others  on  their  knees  relied  their  firelocks. 

I 

He  efcaped  this  feene  of  death  ; but  the  deflru£live  ficknefs  which  nearly  annihila- 
ted the  Duke  of  York’s  army,  carried  him  off,  after  a tedious  excruciating  ilinefs.  - 

Note  E.  p.  18. 

AMONG  other  advantages  accruing  from  regular  Returns,  and  a falutary  praflice, 
the  prevalent  difeafes  are  accurately  afeertained,  and  the  whole  clafs  of  what  are 
called  Chronic  Difeafes  almoft  entirely  obviated.  From  Mr.  Reide’s  Returns  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  it  appears  that  the'only  prevalent  Difeafes  were  Fevers  and  Fluxes,  that 
Fevers  were  much  more  prevalent  than  Fluxes;  and  that  no  Chronic  Difeafe  proved 
fatal,  in  the  courfe  of  three  years  and  three  months,  excepting  fifteen  confumptive 
cafes. 

Another  advantage  arifing  from  a falutary  praflice,  in  Acute  Difeafes, 'is  the  total 
difappearance  of  Scurvy.  In  Mr.  Relde’s  Journal  in  America,  where  he  v/as  only 
a fubaltern  praflitioner,  and  influenced  by  the  direflions  and  opinions  of  his  fupe- 
riors,  with  the  vulgar  herd  of  Medical  Praflitioners,  he  fuppofed  Inflammatory  Dif- 
eafes  to  be  frequent ; and  his  praflice,  though  not  carried  to  the  ufual  extreme,  was, 
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therefore,  in  the  firft  inftance,  lefs  ruccefsful ; and  many  Chronic  Dlfeafes,  origiipting 
from  that  improper  piadlice,  are  to  be  found  in  his  Returns,  clafled  under  th.e  general 
denomination  of  Scurvy.  But  when,  on  his  return  to  England,  he  was  confirmed  in  a 
juft  notion  of  the  prevalent  Difeafes,  and  a proper  method  of  treatiiig  them,  and 
w'ent  out  Surgeon  to  a Regiment,  free  from  the  influence  or  controiil  of  a fuperior, 
his  pra61:ice  was  much  more  fuccefsful  in  the  Weft  Indies,  though  reckoned  a molf 
fatal  climate,  than  it  had  been  in  North  America  ; Inflammatory  Fever  v/as  banillied 
from  his  Catalogue  of  Difeafes  j and  the  whole  train  of  Chronic  Difeafes,  clafled 
under  the  title  of  Scurvy,  totally  difappeared 

Thefe  fa6ls  Svere  faithfully  rcprefented  to  Adminiftration  ; and  for  a confirmation 
they  were  referred  to  Colonel  Strutt,  wdio  commanded  the  Regiment,  and  Mr.  Reide, 
Surgeon,  who  were  both  then  in  London  p but  it  does  ,not  appear  that  any  inquiry 
was  made. 

The  proportion  of  Deaths,  in  all  Difeafes,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  under  Mr.  Reide’s 
management,  varied  from  one  in  170  to  one  in  66,  and  on  the  average  during  three 
years  and  three  months,  did  not  quite  amount  to  one  in  78  f . 

Note  F.  p.  19. 

Mr.  REIDE’s  Dedication  to  his  Royal  Highnefsthe  Duke  of  York,  was  the  real 
caufe  of  his  being  accufed  of  Democracy  j an  accufation  contrived,  at  that  time, 
againft  all  who  queftioned  the  infallibility  of  Minifters,  and  which  ferVed  to  repel  all 
inquiry  into  the  mal-adminiftration  of  the  Officers  and  Servants  of  the  Crown. 
That  condudb,  and  thefe  principles,  which  clearly  demonftrated  the  moft  devoted 
attachment  to  his  Majefty’s  Perfon  and  Family,  and  to  the  Conftitution  as  fettled  at 
the  Revolution,  were  with  the  moft  confuigmate  effrontery  adduced  as  proofs  ofSedi- 
tion  and  Difaffedbion,  Mr.  Reide’s  principles  are  openly  declared  in  that  Dedica- 
tion j but  it  certainly  does  not  prove  his  attachment  to  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of 
the  Crown,  but,  on  the  contrary,  exprelTes  the  moft  decided  difapprobation  of  their 
condudl,  in  a moft  elTential  part  of  their  public  duty;  and  this  accufation  againft  the 
Servants  of  the  Public  was  aiSled  upon  as  a proof  of  Rebellion,  and  a deflgn  to 
overturn  the  Government,  It  was  even  declared  by  the  perfon  at  the  head  of  the 
Medical  Department,  that  he  was  forry  he  could  not  deprive  him  of  his  Surgeon’s 
half*  pay  f. 

Note  G,  p.  24, 

Mr,  marshal  humbly  offered  his  fervices  in  a foreign  department,  but  they 
were  alfo  rejecleJ.  The  fame  myfterious  intrigue,  which  expelled  Mr.  Reide  from 

^ Reide’s  View,  Par.  i.  Chap,  xvl.  and  xx, 

4 Reide,  Par.  2,  Chap,  xvl, 

I Had  he  j«ined  :n  the  chorus  of  the  Plebeian  Ariffocracy,  calling  ihemfelves  Loyalifi:?,  in  fcandaloufly  abuA 
ing  the  Royal  Family,  and  in  fervile  adulation  of  a Tyrannical  A.dminiftration,  he  had  not,  perhaps,  been  thus 
unmercifully  perfecuted. 
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the  ferviep,  prevented  Mr.  Marflial’s  tender  of  his  fervices  from  being  accepted. 
The  Plan  of  the  Weftminller  Difpenfary  may  be  confulted,  to  prove  hou'  far  it  was 
likely  to  become  a School  for  Levelling  Principles  ; and  w’hether  the  public  fafety  is 
more  likely  to  be  maintained  by  the  doflrine  lately  introduced,,  that  this  world  is  a 
Jlate  of  probation^  where  the  lower  clajfes  of  mankind  are  deemed  to  perpetual  calamity^ 
and  are  only  to  look  for  co7nfort  in  another  worlds  or  by  the  principles  on  which  the  plan 
of  the  Weilminfter  Difpenfary  was  eflablifhed,  long  before  the  prefent  unhappy  Po- 
litical Diflenfions  were  agitated  5 and  whether  that  Do6frine  or  thefe  Principles  are 
mod  confonant  to  Reafon,  to  the  dl6lates  of  Humanity  and  found  Policy., 

H 

PLAN  OF  THE  WESTMINSTER  GENERAL  DISPENSARY. 


THE  unequal  didribution  of  wealth,  by  which  many  become  dependent  on  a few, 
may  feem,  on  a fuperficial  view,  to  be  one  of  the  great  evils  of  cultivated  fociety  ; 
but  if  its  confequences  are  duly  confidered,  it  will  be  found  to  be  produdlive  of 
much  good  to  mankind. 

Hence  are  indudry  and  ingenuity  excited,  arts  and  fciences  perfefled  and  refined, 
and  the  enjoyments  of  the  affluent  rendered  elegant  and  rational. 

This  inequality  gives  rife  to  the  mod  amiable  alFeclions.  The  didrefies  among 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people,  draw  forth  the  pity  and  compaflion  of  thofe  in  ele- 
vated dations,  and  give  them  an  opportunity,  by  extending  their  beneficence,  to  pur- 
chafe  a pleafure  far  fuperior  to  any  gratification  which  an  equal  didribution  of  wealth 
could  bedow.  ^ 

In  no  country  hath  this  fpirit  of  generofity  and  benevolence  been  more  prevalent, 
than  in  our  own.  Though  our  laws  have  amply  provided  for  the  poor,  and  hofpitals 
for  the  relief  of  the  fick  have  been  richly  endowed  by  private  donations  and  volun- 
tary fubferiptions,  yet  the  eye  of  pity  hath  pervaded  the  fecret  retreats  of  humble 
life,  and  difeovered  an  indudrious  clafs  of  people,  who  cannot  avail  themfelves  of 
thofe  hofpitable  inditutions.  Some  are  too  moded  publicly  to  acknowledge  their  in- 
digence and  didrefs,  and  the  prefence  of  others  is  fo  neceflary  at  home,  that  even  a 
temporary  abfence  during  ficknefs  might  throw  their  affairs  into  confufion,  and  in- 
volve their  families  in  irretrievable  didrefs. 

To  this  ufeful  clafs  of  people,  who  fupport  themfelves  decently  while  in  health, 
but  are  unable,  without  fome  aflidance,  to  druggie  with  the  expenccs  of  ficknefs, 
the  Founders  of  this  Inditution  have  extended  their  benevolence.  They  have  formed 
a plan  for  relieving  them  at  their  own  houfes,  and  they  rejoice  in  the  fuceefs  which 
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hath  attended  their  endeavours,  and  in  the  falutary  aid  which  the  public  generofity 
hath  already  enabled  them  to  afford. 

They  folicit  the  affifliance  of  the  generous  and  humane  in  extending  the  benefits  of 
this  inflitution  ; and  are  confident,  that  when  the  fingular  advantages  of  their  plan, 
and  the  method  in  which  it  is  conducted,  (hall  be  generally  known,  it  will  be  effec- 
tually fupported,  fince  it  affords  relief  in  a manner  not  only  comfortable  and  conve- 
nient to  thofe  for  whom  it  is  intended,  but  propitious  to  virtue  and  political  ceconomy. 

Though  ficknefs  is  one  of  the  few  real  evils  of  life,  yet  by  that  wifdom  and  mercy 
with  which  good  and  evil  are  blended,  it  is  alfo  produdfive  of  many  advantages. 
When  the  fick  are  attended  by  their  relations,  affection  and  gratitude  are  mutually 
excited,  and  family  connexions  firmly  eftablifhed.  But  v/hen  they  are  feparated  in 
times  of  difirefs,  not  only  is  the  opportunity  of  difeharging  thofe  relative  duties 
loft,  but  the  influence  acquired  by  performing  them  being  otherwife  diredled,  a 
foundation  is  laid  for  improper  connexions,  by  which  the  harmony  of  families  is  too 
often  difturbed. 

But  this  method  of  relieving  the  fick  has  a tendency  to  cultivate  and  improve 
domeftic  happinefs,  and  to  preferve,  untainted  in  their  morals,  a clafs  of  ufeful  and 
induftrious  people  to  the  public. 

The  relief  of  individuals  is  the  profeffed  and  immediate  obj eel  of  this  inftitution  ; 
but  the  Governors  forefee,  that,  by  condudling  it  properly,  more  important  and  ex-- 
tenfive  purpofes  may  be  accompliftied. 

By  faithfully  recording  the  tranfadlions  of  the  Difpenfary,  they  hope  to  give  an  ac- 
curate and  comprehenfive  account  of  the  prevailing  Difeafes,  and  to  afeertain,  by  in- 
conteftable  evidence,  fafe  and  effectual  methods  of  cure  ; and  thus  fome  benefit  mav 
eventually  redound  to  thofe,  who,  without  any  view  to  private  intereft,  have  generoufiy 
efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  indigent. 

Note  H.  p.  30. 

THE  tranfitory.  refolutions  of  a proper  attention  to  Military  Medical  Arrange- 
ments, having  been  extorted  with  reludfance,  were  quickly  retradled  r.and  the  perfon  - 
who,  aided  by  the  able  affiftance  of  many  judicious,  attentive,  laborious  Phyficians^ 
Surgeons,  and  Apothecaries,  had  been  deeply  engaged  in  endeavouring,  under  ths  ' 
authority  of  the  Royal  Prerogative,  to  eftablifti  them  for  the  comfort  and  fafety  of  his  ' 
Majefty’s  Naval  and  Military  Forces,  was,  in  return  for  his  laborious  exertions,  in 
defiance  of  the  law. of  the  land,  of  the  moil  facred  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
the  moft  folemn  refolutions  of  Parliament,  oppreffed,  perfecuted  and  plundered,  An«.  ~ 
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tlcipating  the  public  calamities  v/chave  now  unhappily  experienced,  from  the  deter- 
mined obilinacy  and  tyranny  of  the  Oiiicers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crov/n,  h.e  confi- 
dered  it  to  be  his  indifpenfible  duty,  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefly  in  Council,  on  the 
2 1 ft  of  September,  1792,  the  ferious  alarms  he  entertained  concerning  the  fatal  con- 
feqiiences  of  their  unconftitutional  conducl  ; but  the  Memorial,  which  ftill  demands 
the  moft  ferious  confideration,  was,  he  apprehends,  ftided  and  fupprefted  ; and  it 
cannot,  confiftently  with  the  Author’s  reverence  for  the  prerogative,  and  inviolable 
attachment  to  our  happy  Conftitution,  be  naw’  publilLed  without  the  Fvoyal  Au- 
thority.* 

Inftead  of  repelling  the  charges  folemnly  brouglit  forward  in  that  Memorial,  thofe 
in  the  principal  ofticial  departments,  fupported  by  Commillaries  and  Contradlors, 
alarmed  for  their  intereft,  did,  at  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  reprefent  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  that  the  country  was  in  an  alarming  ftate  of  infurredlion  j and  the 
Houfe,  confiding  implicitly  in  their  reprefentations,  and  confidering  the  general  anar- 
cliy  and  infubordination  pervading  all  Europe  (after  it  had  been  declared  in  the.courfe 
of  debate,  that  even  a bad  Adminiftration  ought  to  be  fupported  at  fuch  an  alarming 
ciifis),  refolved,  in  their  wifdom,  to  extend  their  confidence,  to  the  Officers  and  Mi- 
nifters of  the  Crown,  under  a folemn  denunciation  of  the  deep  refponfibility  that 
would  be  required,  for  the  ufe  they  ftiould  make  of  the  extraordinary  authmity  with 
which  they  were  now  to  be  entrufted,  not  for  the  indulgence  of  private  refentment, 
but  for  the  public  fafety. 

Thus  fortified  by  unlimited  confidence  and  unbounded  power,  they  refolved  to  crufii 
all  who  refufed  to  bend  the  neck  to  the  yoke  of  Defpotifm  j and  their  vengeance  was 
particularly  diredled  againft  the  Author,  and  thofe  fiy  whom  he  was  aftifted  in  the  la- 
borious work  in  Vv^hich  he  was  engaged.  It  could  not  be  deified  that  he  had  corre- 
fponded  with  thofe  in  the  chief  official  departments  at  Paris  ; and  this  correfpond- 
ence,  at  the  time,  confefledly  meritorious,  and  carried  on  alfo  by'  Minifters 
themfelves,  (See  Chap.  II.  and  p.  36.)  was,  by  altering  dates,  with  the  aid  of  a little 
pious  fraud,  reprefented  as  highly  criminal.  While  fome  were  named,  w'ho  had  cor- 
refponded  with  the  Convention  at  a much  later  period,  and  on  topics  very  different 
from  the  commerce  of  literature,  cultivated,  even  in  time  of  war,  among  all  civi- 
lized nations  ; dark  infinuations  were  thrown  out  againft  others,  who  were  repre- 
fented as  agents  of  P'rance,  who  had  expended  fums  that  they  could  not  pay  out 
of  their  own  pocket.  No  ! The  whole  was  a well*  arranged,  methodifed  plan,  for 
gradually  undermining  the  Britifti  Conftitution.  A convenient  feafon  would 
foon  arrive  for  proving  thefe  faefts;  but  there  might  be  good  reafpn  why  they  ftiould 
not  now  be  expofedf.  In  the  mean  time  it  was  reprefented  as  found  policy  to  put  an 


* See  pages  8 and  9,  6 1 and  6z, 
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end  to  fuch  correfpondence  by  ruOiing  into  a war'^  ; while  the  Arrangements  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  troops,  by  which  alone  war  could  be  rendered  fuccefsfu],  were  de- 
cidedly oppofed,  and  ultimately  completely  fupprefTed,  to  the  deftruiSlion  of  our  Army 
and  the  defeat  of  our  Military  Enterprifes.  All  inquiry  concerning  official  malver- 
fations  was  averted;  andMiniRers  reprefented  as  dangerous  men,  thofe  whom  they  had 
oppreffed  and  injured.  Againfi:  thefe  calumnies  it  again  became  neceiTary  to  prefent 
the  following  Rcmonftrance  to  a Noble  Lord  of  his  Majefly’s  Council: 

Explanatory  Letter  to  Lord On  Dangerous  Men,  yth  Sept.  1793. 

AN  intimation,  my  Lord,  of  having  been  mentioned,  by  your  Lordfliip,  as  marked 
and  pointed  out  to  the  new  Officers  of  Police,  known  in  other  countries  by  the  title 
of  Mouchards,  but  unknown  and  abhorrent  to  the  ConRitution  of  this  country,  as  a 
Dang  ERous  Man,  compels  me  reludlantly  thus  to  intrude  on  your  Lordffiip. 

At  this  awful  crifis,  my  Lord,  already  calamitous,  but,  mod:  affiuredly,  Rill  preg- 
nant with  yet  more  important  events,  all  RniRer  policy  will  prove  feeble,  ineffedhual, 
and  ultimately  fubverfive  of  its  own  immoral  purpofes;  falfe  pretences  will  be  uri- 
mafked,  the  veil  of  impoRure  torn  afunder;  thofe  who  attempt  concealing  their  own 
guilt,  by  transferring  criminality  and  puniRiment  to  the  innocent,  will  be  detedled  ; 
and  thofe  who  would  exalt,  aggrandize  and  enrich  themfelves,  by  calumniating,  de- 
grading, and  plundering  innocent,  unfupported  individuals  will  be  taken  in  the  toils 
they  have  fpread  for  others. 

t 

At  fuch  a crifis,  my  Lord,  no  charafter,  how’ever  inconfiderable,  fiiouid  remain 
doubtful  ; and  I Riall  meet  the  trial,  too  long  denied  me  by  the  overbearing  abufe  of 
delegated  authority,  of  weighing  mine  in  tlje  balance  againR  my  accufers,  oppreflbrs, 
and  perfecutors,  without  any  dread  of  being  found  wanting. 

Educated,  my  Lord,  in  an  humble  fphere,  occupied  in  purfuits  far  remote  from  the 
Rrife  and  contention  of  public  affairs,  and,  even,  in  that  retired  Rtuation,  rather 
fnimning  than  eburtingthe  public  eye  ; I fhould  certainly  have  efcaped  the  honour 
of  your  LordRiip’s  notice,  had  not  the  Officers  and  MiniRers  of  the  Crown,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  a fyRem  which  muR  ultimately  prove  calamitous,  Tingled  me  out  as  an  object, 
of  perfecution.  ’ . 

But,  my  Lord,  impelled  by  indifpenfible  duty  to  his  MajeRy,  to  whom  I am  firmly 
attached — by  zeal  for  the  ConRitution,  which  has  hitherto  firmly  fupported  me  un- 
der the  defpotifm  and  oppreffion  of  the  Officers  and  MiniRers  of  the  Crowm — and  by 
the  bonds  of  humanity  towards  my  Feilow’'-Citizens,  to  whofe  fervice  a life  of  no 
fhort  duration,  and  a fortune,  not  inconfiderable,  to  one  of  an  humble  Ration  and  li- 
mited defires,  have  been  devoted— -to  employ  fome  portion  of  that  time,  and  of  thefe 
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talents,  which,  fuch  as  they  are,  were  deflined  to  the  continuance  of  thefe  purfuits, 
in  traverfing  official  tricafficry,  it  does  not  at  all  furprife  me  to  have  been  pointed  out 
to  vour  Lordffiip  as  a Dangerous  AIan  ! 

I do  not  therefore  prefume  to  intrude  upon  your  Lordfhip,  denying  the  charge, 
extenuating  the  ofFence,  or  demanding  a recantation  ; but  to  plead  guilty,  'and  to 
point  out  to  your  Lordfhip,  and,  fhouid  it  pleafe  your  Lordffiip,  by  your  Lofdffiip's 
means,  to  thofe  more  immediately  concerned,  the  nature  of  the  danger,  which  they 
totally  miftake,  and  greatly  augment,  by  unffiilful  and  inadequate  oppofition,  and  to 
difeover,  to  them,  fafe  and  honourable  means  by  which  it  may,  with  certainty,  be 
obviated.  ' . 

Government,  my  Lord,  was  originally  eftabliffied  to  guard  the  feeble  from  the 
violence  of  the  ftrong,  thofe  wffio  were  incapable  of  djefending  therrifelves  from  the 
outrage  of  tyrannical  invaders,  and  their  property  from  ferocious  free- hooters. 

Thofe,  my  Lord,  who,  with  difinterefted  public  fpirit,  facrificed  their  lives  and 
-fortune  to  thefe  noble  piirpofes,  defervedly  obtained  that  reverence  and  refpe^I,  w'hich 
is  at  once  the  origin  and  fupport  of  true  nobility;  and  the  pre-eminence  thus  ho- 
nourably acquired  was  naturally  tranfmitted  to  their  poflerity  through  an  illuftrious 
line  of  uncontaminated  anceflors. 

To  preferve  that  valuable  inheritance  ; the  noble  province  of  raifing  the  humble, 
and  refilling  the  proud,  of  prote£ling  the  weak,  and  defending  the  innocent ; it  mull 
be  prized  above  all  worldly  polTeffions.  Should  a higher  value  be  fet  on  meaner  pur- 
fuits, honour  will  be  facrificed  to  the  indulgence  of  fenfuality.  Should  thofe  wffio 
adminiller  jullice,  become  themfelvesflunjull ; ffiould  the  Guardians  of  the  State 
afiume  the  charadler  of  free-booters,  the  polfeffion  of  property  would  become  pre- 
carious, and  robbery,  fupported  by  the  abufe  of  delegated  authority,  would  be  dig- 
nified with  the  honourable  title  of  Impartial  Juflice. 

Of  that  official  injullice  I have  accufed  the  Officers  and  Minillers  of  the  Crown, 
and  your  Lordffiip  will  not  be  furprifed  that  I ffiould  be  accufed  by  them  as  a Dan- 
gerous Man  ! 

Having,  alfo,  in  reclaiming  my  property,  of  which,  by  their  mal-adminillration, 
I have  been  robbed,  under  the  forms  of  law,  been  neceflarily  led  to  point  out 
the  danger  arifing  to  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  the  mofi:  facred 
privileges  of  Parliament,  and  to  Order  and  good  Government,  from  their  delin- 
quency, will  not  thofe  who  cannot  palliate  their  own  enormities  without  calumnia- 
ting others,  loudly  proclaint  me  a Dangerous  Man  ? 
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Having,  in'afTerting  my  rights  and  reclaiming  my  property,  been  neceflarily  led  to 
examine  a new  and  unparalleled  fyllem  of  Finance,  and  to'queftion  its  juftice  and 
propriety;  fhould  it  prove  unjuR,  impolitic,  and  finally  impra6licable,  will  not  thofe 
who  advifed  and  fupported  it,  and  thofe  to  whom  it  has  afforded  enormous  advan- 
tages, unite  in  proclaiming  me  a Dangerous  Man  ? 

Having,  in  an  official  defenfivc  Memorial,  humbly  pointed  out  the  propriety  and' 
probable  fuccefs  of  moderate  counfels  in  averting  the  dreadful  calamities  which 
then  ravaged  the  Continent  of  Europe,  but  had  not  yet  reached  this  highly  favoured 
country,  defended  from  infult  by  its  peculiarly  happy  infular  fituation ; fhould  the 
event  prove,  that  thofe  who  advifed  violent  meafures  mifioolc  the  proper  means  of 
compofingthe  outrage  and  anarchy  now  fo  widely  extended,  and  that  a fincere, 
honourable,  dignified  Neutrality,  and  a benevolent,  peaceful  mediation  among  na- 
tions agitated  by  paffion,  and  tired  out  with  the  defolatlons  of  war,  would  have 
highly  exalted  this  country  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth;  fhall  I not  be  repro- 
bated as  a Dangerous  Man? 

t 

Having,  in  obedience  to  command,  been  wholly  devoted  to  the  moft  im- 
portant public  ferviqes,  while  thofe  by  whom  thefe  fervlccs  have  been  ren- 
dered ufelefs,  if  not  hurtful  to  this  country,  have  enriched  and  aggrandifed  them- 
felves  and  families  by  a very  different  condudf  ; is  not  fuch  a contraft  dangerous, 
and  is  it  not  iiecefiary  for  their  vindication,  that  the  whole  tranfadfion  fhould  be 
mifreprefented,  and  that  I fhould  be  ftigmatifed  as  a Dangerous  Man  ? 

* 

Having  demonftrated  a certain  method  of  faving  thoufands  of  valuable  lives,  and 
millions  of  money,  and  effedtuaily  deftroying  the  chief  fource,  of  public  peculation, 
by  proper  medical  regulations,  which  his  moft  gracious  Majefty,  with  his  ufual  hu- 
manity, clemency,  and  found  political  esconomy,  commanded  to  be  adopted,  but  - 
which,  with  no  lefs  cruelty  than  difloyalty,  have  been  completely  defeated  by  the 
Officers  and  Miniflers  of  the  Crown,  at  the  hazard  of  cxpofing  to  imminent  peril 
as  on  former  fimilar  occafions,  that  gallant  Prince  and  thofe  brave  men  who,  in  the 
late  conflidls  on  the  Continent,  have  eminently  fignalized  themfelves,  and  added  new 
luftre  to  the  Britifb  Arms ; can  I efcape  being  branded,  by  fuch  delinquents,  as  a 
moil;  Danger: us  Man  ? ' 

Being  fully  entitled  tojufi  indemnification  for  damages  fufiained  by  the  mal-adml- 

niftration  of  the  Officers  and  Miniflers  of  the  Crown,  and  honourable  remuneration 

for  public  fervices  performed  by  the  highefl  command,  and  for  the  great  expence  in- 
/ 

curred  in  the  performance  of  thefe  fervices,  but^indignantly  rejedling  all  compenfa- 

That  caiiiioa  being  ncg1e<3ed,  the  pfril#  thus,  timeoufly  pointed  out  for  prevention,  was  actually  fatally 
incurred, 
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tion  when  propofcd  as  a conlideration  for  fuppreffing  improvements  in  the  means 
of  preferving  thofe  brave  men  whofe  lives  are  offered  up  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country,  am  I not  a Dangerous  Man  ? 

Finally,  my  Lord,  fhould  the  reprefentation  of  thefe  and  many  other  flagrant  enor- 
mitfes  convince  his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  faithful  fubjedls,  that  they  have  been  led, 
by  deception,  to  fupport  the  greatefi:  Enemies  of  the  King  and  Conffitution,  and  to 
perfecute  the  beft  Friends  of  both  ; can  it  be  doubted  that  every  fpecies  of  Official 
Tricaffery  will  be  exerted  to  prove  me  a moft  Dangerous  Man? 

Not  to  intrude  farther  on  your  Lordfhip,  let  the  Officers  and  Minlflers  of  the 
Crown  take  notice,  that  an  infallible  method  of  averting  all  thefe  dangers,  and  de- 
priving this  Dangerous  Man  of  the  confequence  their  perfecutions  have  given  him, 
is  to — BE  Just. 

% 

I humbly  folicityour  Lordfhip’s  forgivenefs  for  this  necefTary,  though  no  lefs  re- 
luctant than  unwelcome,  intrufion,  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highefl  de- 
ference and  refpedt,  Szc.  &c.  &c. 

North- Row-,  Septe7nber  13,  1793* 

Inftead  of  obtaining  redrefs,  the  Author  was  perfecuted  with  greater  viru- 
lence. But  the  difordered  flate  of  Medical  Arrangements  could  not  be  concealed, 
and  fome  apology  muft  be  devifed  for  neglecting  the  improvements  by  which  they 
might  have  been  corrected  ; and  as  it  was  judged  eafier  to  render  thofe  odious  by 
whom  improvements  had  been  made,  than  to  defend  the  vicious  meafures  by 
which  they  had  been  oppofed,  new  calumnies  were  perpetually  propagated  ; and  thus 
it  became  again  neceflfary  to  remonftrate  againft  Miniflerial  perfecution,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Addrefs  to  the  Secretary  of  State  : 

i 

North  Rowj  October  14,  1793. 

SIR, 

THE  many  unfuccefsful  attempts  I have  made  to  convince  Adminiflration  of  the 
perilous  fituation  of  his  Majefty's  Naval  and  Military  Forces,  from  an  obftinate  perfe- 
verance  in  fupporting  imperfeCt,  defective,  erroneous  Medical  A^rrangements, 
would,  moft  afluredly,  have  protected  you.  Sir,  from  any  further  unwelcome  intru- 
flon  ; did  not  the  difeharge  of  a moft  important  public  duty,  rather  than  any  hope  of 
fuccefs,  compel  me,  once  again,  to  implore  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  re-conflder  a 
bufinefs  cfTential  to  the  prefervation  of  many  valuable  Lives,  to  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  the  reftoration  of  a fafe  and  honourable  Peace,  'and  th«  future  happinefs 
and  tranquillity  of  the  State. 
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At  this  awful  crifis  it  would  be  deeply  criminal  to  withhold,  from  perfonal  confi- 
derations,  any  affiftance  for  promoting  the  public  fervice  ; and  an  earnefl  folicitude 
to  fhand  exculpated,  in  the  face  of  my  Country  and  of  the  Uni^'erfe,  from  fo  weighty 
a charge,  obliges  me  thus  to  intrude. 

A declaration  of  yours,  Sir,  that  I alone  am  to  blame,  in  not  having  been  engaged 
in  that  important  fervice,  has  juft  come  to  my  knowledge.  So  far  as  I can  judge 
from  the  part  you  have  apparently  taken  in  the  tranfadlions  in  which  I have  been 
engaged  j had  your  opinion  prevailed,  many  dreadful  calamities  might  have  been  ob- 
viated, and  no  blame  would  any  where  have  been  imputable. 

As  the  cafe  now  ftands,  though  the  many  Memorials  I'have  officially  prefented  fuf- 
ficiently  prove  me  guiltlefs,  yet  I think  it  incumbent  on  me,  now,  further  to  declare, 
that  no  private  confideration  nor  perfonal  humiliation,  not  even  that  difficult  exercife 
of  felf-denial,fubmitting  to  imputed  blame  though  confcious  of  merited  approbation, 
fnould  have  ftood  in  the  way,  could  I,  by  any  fair  means,  have  induced  his  Majef- 
ty’s  'Minifters  timeoufly  to  have  adopted  falutary  Arrangements,  by  which  dreadful 
calamities  among  his  Majefty’s  forces  might,  in  a great  mcafure,  have  been  obviated. 

Had  perfonal  confiderations  only  intervened,  I fliould  moft  certainly  have  faid, 
Strike,  but  hear  ! But  in  the  progrefs  of  this  unaccountable  bufinefs,  much  higher 
interefts  have  been  involved,  which  I have  no  means  of  accommodating  or  com- 
promifing,  and  of  which  I can  only  fay,  Flat  'JuJlitla^  mat  Coslum  / 

His  Majefty’s  undoubted  prerogative  has  been  difloyally  refifted,  and  his  perfonal 
engagements  treacheroufly  violated  in  the  diredlion  of  Military  Medical  Arrange- 
ments ; and,  as  the  loyal  and  faithful  defender  of  the  Prerogative,  and  of  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  I became  the  vidlim  of  thofe  who  were  determined  to 
form  a tyrannical  Oligarchy  on  the  ruins  of  the  Conftitution. 

In  purfuance  of  a firm  determination  to  crufti  all  who  refufed  to  offer  up  incenfe 
to  this  unconftitutional  Defpotic  power,  I have  been  rendered  the  objedl  of  a viru- 
lent perfecution  by  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  who,  in  their  rage  to 
overwhelm  .me,  regardlefs  of  the  honour  of  his  Majefty,  of  the  profperity  of  the 
Kingdom,  and  of  the  fafety  and  comfort  of  the  People,  have  confpired  to  difpenfe 
with  the  laws  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws ; have,  by  an  illegal  feizure  of  my 
property,  raifed  money  for  or  to  the  ufe  of  the  Crown,  more  and  in  other  manner 
than  has  been  granted  by  Parliament  ; have  compelled  me  to  yield  taxes  and  fuch 
like  charges  contrary  to  law,  diftrained  me  to  do  more  for  my  Freehold  than  there* 

N 2 ' fore 
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fore  is  due  ; have  aided  in  enforcing  judgment  againfl  me,  otherwife  than  accordnig 
to  the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  in  calling  me  to  make  anfwer  concerning  the  fame,, 
and  for  refufal  thereof,  and  have  otherwife  difquieted  and-  moleiled  me ; and“have 
prefumed  to  ferve  his  Majefty  in  the  things  aforefaid  otherwife  than  according  to  the 
Lav/  of  the  Land,  in  diredl  violation  of  thefe  great  National  Securities,  the  Great 
Charter,  the  Petition  of  Right,  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  A6l  of  Settlement,  and  his 
mod  gracious  -Majefty ’s  folemn  Coronation  Oath  j and  have  thereby  removed  the 
land-marks  of  the  Conftitution- 

Hitherto  I have  been  the  innocent  vidlim  of  lawlefs  authority.  Should  I join  in  a 
combination  to  compromife  thefe  facred  rights,,  X fliould  become  the,  devoted  objedb 
of  merited  punifliment.. 

What  alone  is  incumbent  on  me,  is,  again  to  repeat,  that  I am,  as  I ever  have 
been,  ready  and  willing  to  apply,  with  all  my  might,  any  information  I m.ay  have  ob- 
tained by  a long  and  laborious  enquiry  into  Military  Medical  Arrangements^  to  the 
fervice  of  my  country,  and,  as  i have  always  done,  without  any  recompenfe  or 
remuneration.  I have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^he  Right  Hon,  Henry  Hundas,. 

Thefe  reprefentations  were  not  prefented  in  the  fpirit  of  party,  nor  under  the 
influence  of  the  fadXions  by  which  thofe  in  the  highed  offices  had  been  raifed  to  thefe 
elevated  fltuations,  but  under  the  irrefldible  impulfe  of  indifpenfible  duty.  The 
Author,  occupied  in  difeharging  profeffional  duty,  had  viewed  at  a didance  the  com- 
binations by  which  they  had  forced  themfelves  Into  office ; he  had  neither  joined  Af- 
fociations  for  Reforming  Parliament,  nor  accufed  thofe  of  fedition  who,  indead 
of  betraying  and  perfecuting  them,  continued  faithful  to  their  adbei'ates  ; he  neither 
rudely  intruded  into  his  Majedy’s  Houfehold,  nor  exulted  in  a Monarch’s  being  hurled 
from  his  Throne;  he  neither  reprobated  his  Majedy’s  Servants,  when  faithfully  dif- 
charging,  greatly  to  their  honour,  an  eflential  duty,  in  defending  the  Prerogative  of  the 
Crown  ; nor,  after  the  example  of  the  hero  they  then  defpifed  and  afterwards  idolized,, 

exultingly  exclaimed  with  the  highed  indecency,  on  fo  melancholy  an  occafion,  in  > 
the  true  dyle  of  plebeian  Aridocracy— 

They  look’d  to  the  Tree,  and  look’d  to  the  Cart,. 

Laid  hold  of  the  Rope,  but  v/ere  loth  to  depart. 

Nor  did  he  with  abandoned  ferviiity  applaud  the  fame  men,  when,  on  a different 
occafion,  by  an  abufe  of  delegated  authority,  they  redded  the  jud  exercife  of  the  Pre- 
rogative, by  obdruding  and  defeating  his  Majedy’s  found  political  wifdom  and  hu- 
mane intentions  of  providing  for  the  fafety  and  prefervation  of  his  Naval  and  Mili-* 
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tary  Forces^.  And  fo  far  was  he  from  cbnfidering  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England  as  Reprefentatives  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  ; fo  far  was  he  from 
believing  that  no  juil  Government  could  be  expelled  till  certain  real  or  pretended 
grievances  were  redreffed,  (according  to  the  language  of  the  Difputing  Clubs  of 
that  time,  where  flaming  Orators  have  been  trained  to  that  notable  drain  of  elo- 
quence which  has  proved  pernicious  to  their  country)  ; that,  without  hefitation,  he 
fubjedfed  himfelf  to  the  vindidlive  perfecution  of  the  Officers  and  Miniders  of  the 
Crown,  by  obeying  the  folemn  Refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  duti- 
fully fupporting  the  moft  facred  privileges  of  Parliament,  in  full  confidence  of  the 
conftitutional  prote£lion  to  which  all  dutiful  fubje^fs  have  an  unalienable  title  5 and* 
he  is  perfe61:ly  afllired,  that,  even  in  thefe  time*s  of  unbounded  but  much  abufed  con- 
fidence, the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of  England  will  never  permit- Re- 
folutions of  that  Houfe  to  be  converted,  by>the  tricaffery  of  the  Public  Servants,  into 
fnares  for  circumventing  and  ruining  thofe  by  whom  they  ar£  dutifully  obeyed.  He 
implores  he  may  be  judged,  not  according  to  profefiions  which,  in  thefe  depraved  times, „ 
are  fo  much,  proftituted  as  to  be  totally  undeferving  of  credit,  but  by,  a fl;ri£l  exami- 
nation of  his  conduct,  under  the  moft  trying  circumflances,  during  a fyftern  of 
circumvention  and  efpionage ; and  he  moft  humbly  entreats  that  the  condu6f  of  his 
Adverfaries,.  OppreflTors,  and  Perfeeutors,  who  have  not  been  fo  narrowly  watched,, 
may  be  fubmitted  to  the  fame  fair  and  open  inveftigation-  A.  time,  muft  come  when 
treachery  wilhbe  unmaffied  and  innocence  vindicated. 

It  will  then  appear  when  and  on  what  occafion  they  changed'  tlieir  Party,  their 
Partifans  and  their  Principles;  when  thofe  whofe  voice  had  been  flifled  by  cla-~ 
mour  as  the  organ  of  Faction,  were  liftened  to  as  the  Oracles  of  Heaven,  to  fave  a 
finking  State  : and  when  thefe  reprobated  Leaders  of  Fa6tion  became  arbitrary  Di- 
re£lors  of  Public  Councils.  On  January  ift,  17,92,  a Memorial  was  prefented,  in. 
which  Minifters  were  reminded  of  having  violated  the  moft  facred  privileges  of 
Parliament,  and  refifled  the  undoubted  Prerogative  of  the  Crowns  After,  attempt-- 
ing  to  elude  the  charge  by  treating  the  Memorial  with  negle61:,  preffed  by  the  dan- 
ger to  which  the  Army  in  India  was  expofed,  they  pretended  to  corre61:  the  errors^ 
they  had  committed  :•  but  when  relieved  from  all  anxiety  for  falfe  reputation,  by 
the  receipt  of  a forged  Exprefs  ; they  retradled  all  refolutions  of  amendment,  de- 
termined to  fortify  their  ufurped  power  by  a.  coalition  with  thofe  they  had  formerly- 

• Such  is'-the  unprincipled  verfatility  of  Party  SpiritT  and  Political  Intrigue,-  totally  incompatible  with  the  fa- 
lutary' influence  of  Rational  Principles,  and  an  unfeigned  regard  to  the  Conftitution  ! While  we  are  yet  in  a 
flate  of  Civil  Society  equally  abhorrent  of  Anarchy  and  Dcfpotifm,  let  the  oppofite  condudb  of  the  Author  and 
his  Adverfaries  be  jutlly  compared  and  fairly  contrafted.  The  evidence  is  before  an  impartial  Public,  and  it  is 
not  for  the  parties  or  their  adherents,  to  decide  ! 
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treated  with  fovereign  contempt,  and  to  crufh  thofe  more  hated  individuals  who  had 
laid  open  their  flagrant  delinquency*. 

This  union  of  Councils  produced  the  Proclamation  of  May  2ifl:,  1792,  in  obe- 
dience to  which  the  Memorial  of  the  26th  of  that  month  was  returned  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  (page  80).  On  the  21ft  of  September  1792,  a Memorial  was  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefliy  in  Council,  the  infpedlion  of  which,  could  It,  in  conformity 
to  the  forms  of  the  ConiHtution  be  made  public,  would  throw  clear  light  on  thefe 
proceedings.  In  vain  had  thefe  indefatigable  intriguers  laboured  for  four  years, 
without  being  able  to  gain  attention.  Their  attempts,  on  the  contrary,  were  treated 
wdth  negledb  and  difdain.  But  after  that  Memorial  was  prefented,  a treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  the  High  Prieft  of  the  Party,  who  was  now  to  be  adored  as  a MeflTenger 
from  Heaven  and  the  Saviour  of  his  Country.  In  November,  CommiflTaries  and 
Contradlors  were  employed  in  detedling  Treafon  in  a City  Difputing  Club.  The 
poft  w’as  detained  till  difpatches  could  be  prepared,  propagating  alarms,  throughout 
the  three  kingdoms,  at  that  time  in  perfedl  tranquillity.  Falfe  reports  were  perpetually 
renewed  of  perfons  of  the  highefl:  confequence  being  corrTmitted  to  the  Tower.  The 
Militia  was  embodied,  and  Parliament  was  fummonedto  meet  on  the  13  th  of  December. 

Adored  for  the  happy  detedlion  of  plots,  which  it  now  appears  never  exifled,  at 
leafttothe  extent  and  enormity  confidently  averred,  thefe  zealots  gained  univerfal 
confidence.  How  indeed  could  it  be  withheld  ? The  hiftory  of  the  world  does  not 
afford  fuch  an  inftance  of  depravity,  as  a general  accufation  of  fuch  heinous  crimes  on 
fuch  flight  foundations  ! On  the  credit  of  their  meritorious  condu£l,  thofe  who  had 
excited  univerfal  terror  obtained  general  confidence,  and  became  felf-conftituted  ac- 
cufers,  witneffes  and  judges,  and,  acknowledging  the  ignominy  in  which  they  had 
formerly  been  held,  they  now  boafted  of  their  new-acquired  confidence. 

“ It  grieved  them  to  the  foul,’’  according  to  their  own  account,  “ that  for  four 

years  their  utmofl  efforts  had  been  ineffedfually  exerted;  it  had  almofl:  reduced  them 
“ to  death,  when  they  obferved  how  things  were  going  on,  and  felt  their  utmofl:  exer- 

tions  unable  to  produce,  on  the  government  of  the  country  or  on  the  public  mind,  a 
“ fenfe  of  the  danger  that  approached  them.  At  length  infatuation  was  removed. 

Minifters  awoke  from  the  perils  that  menaced  them,  ere  it  was  too  late.”-f  Such 
is  the  reprefentation  of  their  new  allies:  the  truth  is,  they  efcaped  from  the  perfonal 
danger  which  threatened  them,  by  plunging  the  kingdom  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery. 

But  to  ferve  the  purpofes  of  the  party  in  power,  it  was  necelfary  to  carr/the  accu- 
fations  further  than  thofe  who  had  failed  in  their  efforts  for  four  years  had  intended 
or  even  imagined.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to  profecute  thofe  who  had  been  impru- 


* See  page  73—90,  fee. 
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dent  or  indifcreet,  as  guilty  of  High  Treafon  ; and,  to  fet  afide  all  complaints 
againil  the  Public  Servants,  by  reprefenting  the  flrongeft  proofs  of  the  Loyalty  of 
thofe  who  had  officially  lodged  complaints  againfl  them,  as  irrefragable  evidence  of 
Treachery,  and  of  a combination  v/ith  Foreign  Powers  to  overturn  the  Govern- 
ment, vvliile  that  danger  adlually  proceeded  from  a combination  of  thofe  in  power 
againfl  the  undoubted  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  in  the  regulation  of  Military  Me- 
dical Arrangements  for  the  prefervation  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Forces,  on  which 
the  public  fafety  abfolutely  depended. 

In  November  1792,  Mr.  Reide  publifhed  a Journal  of  his  invariably  fuccefsful 
pradtice  in  America  and  the  Weft  Indies.  It  was  immediately  tranflated  into  French 
by  an  Emigrant,  in  a fecret  underftanding  with  thofe  in  Office,  but  who,  like  many 
others  of  that  clafs,  was  ready  to  join  in  vitious  intrigues  of  plotting  and  counter- 
plotting, and  who  demonftrated  a fadlious  fpirit,  by  vitiating  for  party  purpofes  cer- 
tain pafTages,  in  the  tranflation.  But  the  fervants  of  the  Crown,  inftead  of 
applying  the  fadls  afcertained  in  that  Journal  to  the  prefervation  of  his  Majefty's 
Naval  and  Military  Forces,  on  the  contrary  perfecuted  the  Author  as  a De- 
mocrat, though  his  Majefty  had  gracioufly  and  humanely  intended  to  apply  his 

fervices  to  the  benefit  of  the  Public,  by  nominating  him  Apothecary  General  to  the 

• 

Forces  under  the  orders  of  Lord  Moira.  His  Majefty’s  intentions  were  counter- 
adled,  the  Commiftion  was  withheld  ; and,  on  the  24th  of  February  1794,  a Memo- 
rial was,  in  confequence,  prefented,  through  the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  his  Ma- 
jefty in  Council,  not  to  petition  for  private  redrefs,  but  to  remonftrate  againfl  the 
criminality  of  Minifters  in  illegally  refilling  the  juft  Prerogative  of  the  Crown.- 
This,  like  all  other  demonftrations  of  dutiful  attachment  to  the  Royal  Family  in 
oppofition  to  Minifterial  Defpotifm,  was  deemed  a proof  of  Democratic  Levelling 
Principles.  On  the  i6th  of  May  following,  this  deep  and  dangerous  defign,  which 
has  been  produdlive  of  numberlefs  calamities,  was  difclofed  in  the  following  oration 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons : It  muft  not  be  imagined  that  tranfadlions  diflant  in 
point  of  date  (fee  page  63,  64^ — 68.  and  86.)  and  publicly  known  for  a long  time, 
were  not  materially  connedled  with  the  more  recent  events  j they  made  part  of  a 
fyftem  for  overthrowing  all  Government,  and  deftroying  all  Property  and  Reli- 
‘‘  gion  : it  had  done  fo  in  France,  and  had  difturbed  the  peace,  at  leaft,  and  endari- 
“ gered  the  exiftence  of  every  Nation  in  Europe.  While  they  were  endeavouring 
to  undermine  the  very  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution,  they  affedled  zeal  for  its  welfare, 
“ and  always  feem  defirous  of  not  offending  its  letter  but  the  veil  was  too  thin,  and 
“ the  deception  too  coarfe  to  impofe  on  men  of  liberal  underftanding. — They  retired 
to  obfeure  corners,  and  deliberated  in  fecret.  There  had  been  in  this  country,  at 
“ different  times,  confpiracies  more  formidable  ; but  a more  dangerous  one  to  Law, 
to  Order,  to  Morality,  and  Religion,  never  exifted  5 and  no  time  was  to  be  loft  in 
fuppreffmg  it ! ! P’ 

Can 
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Can  it  be  believed  that  thefc  affertions,  which  have  never  been  verified,  were,  at 
the  time  and  under  the  c ire  urn  fiances  in  which  they  were  averred,  a6lually  believed 
by  thofe  who  advanced  them  ? So  much,  at  that  moment,  was  the  Author  convinced 
of  a fecret  underflanding  between  French  EmifTaries  and  thofe  in  Office  in  this 
Country,  that  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  averred  Confpiracies,  had  they  exiiled,  would 
have  been  difclofed  even  by  the  French  Agents,  who  muft  have  been  entrufled  with 
them.  He  difdains  mean  unfounded  fufpicion : the  circumflances  by  which  that  con- 
vidlion  was  imprefTtd  were  unequivocal,  and  the  fa6l  has  fince  been  completely  ve- 
rified. Some  of  the  Traitors  have  betrayed  the  fecret,  and,  boafting  of  the  Treafon, 
^even  gloried  in  their  fhame! 

Will  thofe  who  cunningly  penetrated  the  veil  too  thin  to  conceal, and  exquifiteJy  de- 
tedled  the  deception  too  coarfe  to  impofe  on  men  of  that  liberal  underflanding  by  which 
the  National  Affairs  have  been  condudfedto  the  prefentawful  crifis,  remove  the  veil  and 
difeover  the  contents  of  the  Memorials  of  the  21  ft  of  September  1792,  and  the  24th  of 
February  17945  that  the  contrafl  may  be  difplayed  between  a dutiful  fincere  reverence 
for  the  Letter  and  Spirit  of  the  Conflitution,  and  an  overbearing  fovereign  contempt 
for  the  Law  of  the  Land,  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown,  the  moft  facred  privileges 
' of  Parliament,  and  the  invaluable  Charters  of  the  Liberties  of  the  People — too  wifely' 
contrived,  and  too  firmly  eftablifhed,  to  be  ftiaken  by  fuch  feeble  attempts;  or,  under 
a ftiallow  pretence  of  preferving  them,  to  be  changed  into  a Defpotic  Oligarchy  ? 

Under  fuch  criminal  determinations  Remonflrances  could  only  irritate  thofe  they 
were  intended  to  undeceive,  and  render  their  perfecutions  more  virulent.  All  com- 
plaints w^ere  flifled  by  a clamour  agalnft  Treafon  ; and  all  who  did  not  unite  in  pro- 
claiming the  infallibility  of  Adminiflration,  and  the  Treafon  of  their  accufers,  were 
proferibed  as  Rebels.  All  public  communication  was  prohibited  as  dangerous  to 
this  Arbitrary  Syflem,  and  private  confidence  was  fufpended.  Thofe  whom  Mini- 
Ifers  chofe  to  hold  out  as  fufpicious  perfons,  were  ftigmatized,  and  furrounded  by 
Spies  and  Informers  ; and  men  of  rank  did  not  difdain  the  office  of  efpionage,  held  in 
Arbitrary  Countries  only  by  the  lowed  and  meaneft  of  mankind.  The  looks,  v/ords 
and  adlions  of  thofe  devoted  to  perfecution  were  watched,  perverted,  and  mifrepre- 
Fented,  by  pretended  friends,  deceitfully  extolling  and  dishonourably  abufing  the  facred 
confidence  of  friendfliip  ; the  principles  of  morality  were  eradicated  ; virtue  and 
vice  confounded  ; and  thatcondudl  (fuch  was  the  enthufiaftic  derangement  of  mif- 
guided  Loyalty)  which  in  founder  times  would  have  been  abhorred  as  infamous, 
was  now  applauded  and  extolled  as  highly  meritorious. 

In  this  Holy  Inquifition,  under  pretence  of  fupporting  Religion  and  regular  Go- 
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"vernment,  men  with  religion,  virtue  and  candour  on  their  lips,  and  corruption 
deeply  feated  in  the  heart,  verged  on  the  brink  of  perjury  in  profeciiting  thofe  on 
whofe  fhoulders  others  had  been  raifed  to  exalted  fituations.  Agents  difperfed  to  v^erify 
the  accufations  advanced  againft  the  people,  infidioully  attempted  to  fave  the  credit  of 
the  accufers  by  enfnaring  the  unwary,  and  exciting  to  adfs  of  imprudence  and  in- 
fubordinatlon  : but,  to  the  honour  of  the  nation,  their  fuccefs  was  inadequate  to  the 
expeclations  and  purpofes  of  their  employers,  and  they  were  reduced  to  the  alternative 
of  being  dlfmliTed  from  their  employment,  or  becoming  reporters  of  their  own  crimes*, 
and  one  of  them,  a^lually  convicted  of  treafon,  and  executed,  artfully  fuborned  by 
falfe  hopes  of  pardon,  perfiiled  to  his  lafl:  moments,  not  only  in  falfe  accufations 
againft  the  innocent,  but  in  grofsly  calumniating  the  three  kingdoms  in  his  laft 
words  and  confelHon,  which  were  afterwards  publifhed  as  an  engine  of  terror. 

But  others,  proteiled  by  thofe  who  kept  open  houfe  for  the  reception  and  propa- 
gation of  forged  accufations,  werefcreened  from  merited  punlfhmentj  and  their  pa- 
trons, unable  to  fubftantiate  the  horrid  crimes  they  had  denounced,  or  thecojifpiracies 
of  which  they  had  averred  their  certain  knowledge,  averted  the  difgrace  recoiling  on 
falfe  accufers  by  boafting,  amidft  the  unparalleled  mifery  and  confequent  misfortunes 
which  their  mifmanagement  had  occafioned,  of  the  calamities  they  had  averted,  the 
crimes  they  had  prevented,  and  the  dangers  they  had  obviated. 

Furious  polenrical  politicians,  inftead  of  being  abandoned  to  the  wild  extravagance 
of  a bewildered  imagination,  and  permitted  to  exhauft  their  violence  by  mutual  col- 
lifion,  were  reprobated  or  extolled  by  oppofite  fa£lions,  as  oracles  of  wifdom  or  de- 
mons of  difeord.  Some  affirmed  we  had  no  conftitution  ; others  denied  we  had  any 
rights:  the  difference  was  inconfiderable;  the  two  extremes  led  to  the  fame  con- 
clufion.  But  thefe  exaggerations,  inftead  of  being  treated  with  the  negledl  their  in- 
fignificance  merited,  and  fuffered  to  evaporate,  were  blown  up  into  a flame. 

The  outrage  was  aggravated  by  a coalition  with  commiffaries  and  contractors  ; a 
new  order  lately  rifen  to  confequence,  formerly  denominated  Muck- Worms  of  the 
State,  but  now  dignified,  even  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  with  the  high-founding 
title  of  a moneyed  Ariftocracy,  who,  under  a mafked  battery  of  a pretended  dread  of 
levelling  principles,  were  raifed  to  a level  with  the  ancient  nobility  and  landed  pro- 
prietors of  the  kingdom,  whofe  eftates  they  are  gradually  acquiring,  without  any 
pecuniary  equivalent — while  thofe  of  the  highefl:  rank  were  fcandaloufly  calumniated 
by  low  men  intoxicated  by  fudden  wealth,  the  wages  of  apoftacy  and  corruption  ; 
and  whoever  prefumed  to  queftion,  not  the  equality,  but  the  fuperior  excellence  and 
refinement  of  thefe  dignified  plebeians,  were  branded,  in  broad  plebeian  language, 
as  feditious  fubjeCts  and  enemies  of  the  kingdom. 

O 


The 


98 


PROOFS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


The  accounts  of  former  Vv'ars  were  ftill  unfettled  5 and  the  commiflioners  appointed  hy 
Parllanient  to  examine  thofe  account?,  had  given  a faithful  but  horrid  pi6liire  of  the 
corruption  which  pervaded  them  * : but  thofe  who,  when  they  were  lefs  confpicuous, 
had  folemnly  pledged  themfelves  fairly  to  lay  open  thefe  corruptions,,  joined  with  the 
peculators  in  throwing  a veil  over  that  myftery  of  iniquity  now  openly  revealed.  A 
new  war,  on  any  pretence,  w'as  deemed  preferable  to  a detedtion  of  the  guilt  and  a 
diminution  of  the  gains  of  former  wars,  and  thus  were  we  plunged  into  our  prefent 
unhappy  fituation. 

The  Demagogue  Pericles  furreptitioufly  obtaining  the  implicit  confidence  of  the 
Senate  of  Athens  by  deception,  delufion,  and  corruption,  and  arrogating  to  himfelf 
the  whole  power  and  authority  of  the  Republic  in  Church  and  State,  to  avoid  fettling 
his  accounts  and  anfvvering  for  his  mal-adminiflration,  plunged  his  country  into  the 
Peloponnefian  war,  and  by  his  neglecf  of  medical  arrangements  (carried  to  great  per- 
fcdlion  by  the  indefatigable  induffry,  diligence  and  abilities  of  Hippocrates  and  his 
fons  and  fcholars,  who,  in  return  for  their  difmterefted  public  fervices,  v/ere  plundered 
of  their  property,  perfecuted,  and  banifhed  by  the  Athenians)  deftroycd  their  naval 
and  military. forces,  and  ruined  the  Grecian  empire  i !.  Inftru6led  by  the  fatal  expe« 
rience  of  others,  let  us  profit  by  their  misfortunes,  left  fimilar  demagogical  in- 
trigue fhould  lead  to  a hmilar  deftiny  I Is  an  ambitious  republican  fpirit,  elevated 
at  firft  to  an  exalted  fituation  by  facftion,  and,  when  confirmed  in  power  by  authority 
of  Church  and  State,  perfecuting  the  factious  fe6i:aries  by  which  it  had  been  ele- 
vated, and,  under  folemn  profeftions  of  fupporting  the  Throne,  ufurping  the  whole 
power  of  the  Crown,  and,  by  varying  the  means  and  changing  the  inftrumentSj 
but  invariably  perfifting  in  the  detign,  gradually  eftablifhing  a Tyrannical  Oli- 
garchy on  the  ruins  of  the  Conftitution,  lefs  dangerous  than  avowed  republicanifm? 

Has  not  the  unbridled  zeal  of  thefe  furious  partifans  difplayed  in  unequivocal  terms 
their  latent  defigns  ? Have  they  not,  undei*  an  affe^lation  of  fupporting  the  throne 
^and  the  antient  nobility,  demonftrated  their  rooted  hatred  of  monarchy  and  true  arif- 
tocracy,  and  their  fixed  refolution  of  maintaining  their  affumed  oligarchy,  fubjecfing  it 
to  the  PAPAL  HIERARCHY,  and  transferring  it,at  pleafure,to  theirheirs  or  aftigns? 
Perhaps,  fays  their  intemperate  opponent  and  imprudent  fupporter  (for,  whether  ailing 


See  the’Seventh  Report  of  the  Comaiiffioners  of  Accouuts,  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton’’s  Letter  to  the  Com- 
Biiflioncrs  on  the  fubjeft  of  that  Report. 

•I  The  cataftrophe  of  that  illuftrious  people  is  explained  in  ObferTations  on  the  Connection  of  Medicine  with 
Civil  Government  and  Military  Operations,  not  yet  publifhed. 
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conjuncftly  or  feveraily,  in  unifonor  oppofitionjthe  fame  immoderate  ambition  and  ava- 
rice continually  inflamed  them) — ‘‘Perhaps  the  other  Houfe/’  fays  the  intoxicated  Re- 
publican Loyalifl-,  “ was  not  yet  recovered  iVom  the  efFecl  of  the  extraordinary  pathetic 
“ fpeech  which  had  been  exhibited  ; they  had  not  dried  their  eyes  and  been  reflored 
“ to  their  former  placidity.  The  tears  which  had  been  (laed  on  the  occafion  to  which 
“ he  alluded,  were  not  the  tears  of  patriots  for  dying  laws,  but  of  Lords  for  their  ex- 
“ piring  places.  The  iron  tears  that  flowed  from  Pluto’s  cheek  rather  refembled 
“ the  difmal  bubbling  of  the  Styx,  than  the  gentle  murmuring  ftreams  of  Aganippe. 
“ If  they  intended  to  inftitute  a republic — if  he  wereafked,  were  he  averfe  to  fuch  a 
“ fpeculation?  he  would  anfwer,  NO,  But  he  knew  tlwt  a republic  could  not  be 
“ fpeculated  upon,  in  compliance  with  the  principles  of  our  conlUtution.  He  loved, 
“ he  revered,  he  adored  the  true  principles  of  republicanifm,  but  was  that  the  mode 
“ of  inflituting  a republic?  Venerable  and  illuftrious  fhade,  how  art  thou  profli- 
“ tuted,  defamed  and  degraded!  Oh  Fabric  ! the  labour  of  centuries;  the  admiration 
“ of  ages;  the  mother  of  heroifm ; cemented  by  the  blood  of  patriots,  how  art  thou 
“ libelled  and  difhonoured 1” 

( 

Who  could  have  believed  that  men  oftentatioufly  exulting  at  fo  melancholy  a crifls^ 
and  avowing  an  exalted  preference  of  fuch  demagogic  oligarchical  principles, 
fhould  have  been  fuffered  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difeord  and  anarchy  throughout  the 
world,  on  pretence  of  fupporting  the  throne,  and  quelling  feditious  levellers,  jacobins 
and  republicans?  Experience  is  the  oracle  of  truth;  Ignorance  betrays  to  error;  and 
the  inordinate  pride  of  State  importance  forbidding  the  uninformed,  inexperienced 
flatefman  to  own  the  faults  he  has  committed,  plunges  him  into  deep  criminality. 
Experience  has  demonftrated  that  the  rights  of  kings,  nobles  and  people  are  in  moll 
dangcr  when  the  means  of  injuring  them  are  in  the  hands  of  thofe  of  whom  they  have 
no  fufpicion ! Minifters  have  often  provoked  foreign  powers  to  commence  hoftilities,  in 
order  to  obtain  an  increafe  of  power  for  themfelves,  which  has  been  afterwards  applied 
to  maintain  a tyranny,  arrogantly  affumed,  and  tamely  fubmitted  to  in  an  unguarded 
hour  of  confidence.  One  breach  of  fundamental  principles,  by  removing  from  the 
breafts  of  thefervants  of  the  Crown  that  reverence  for  the  Conftitution  which  ought 
ever  to  be  held  facred,  tends,  as  a precedent  for  themfelves  and  an  example  to  others, 
to  make  way  for  unqualified  defpotifm.  Was  ever  an  intention  of  forming  a repub- 
lican oligarchy,  under  pretence  of  fecuring  the  rights  of  monarchy,  more  ftrongly 
evinced  than  on  a late  melancholy  occafion?  and  may  not  the  events  that  led  to  our 
' prefent  calamities  be  traced  to  the  difienfions  of  that  unfortunate  period? 

But  though  the  public  too  eafily  yielded  to  grofs  deception,  and  too  readily  ac- 


* jAnuJiryi6,  1789. 
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quiefced  in  a new  coalition  of  needy  adventurers,  thofe  who  knew  them  better  were 

not  fo  eafily  drawn  into  the  fnare.  A noble  Duke,  who  had  much  to  lofe  and  nothing 

to  gain  by  their  intrigues,  held  out  againft  the  plots  of  his  own  partifans,  long  after 

their  coalition  v/ith  the  OiHcers  an<i  Minifters  of  the  Crown  was  comnleted  ; but 

was  at  laft  overcome  by  a perfevering  clamour  of  fedition  and  confpiracy  (page  95)^. 

It  has  already  appeared  that  great  progrefs  had  been  made  in  forming  a coalition,,. 

which  determined  one  of  the  ablefl  and  mofl:  upright  of  ftatefmen  to  withdraw  from. 

his  majefty’s  councils,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 792  ; and  the  accomplifhment  of  it  was 

declared  in  parliament  early  in  the  year  1793  (page  94).  But  it  further  appears 

from  a letter,  julf  publilhed*,  that  fo  late  as  September  29,  I793)  the  noble  Duke, 

with  whom  the  great  Plebeian  Ariftocrat  was  intimately  connedled,  ftill  held' 

out  againft  all  this  importunate  clamour.  ‘‘  I now  make  it  my  hum.ble  requeft,’*' 

fays  this  Proteus,  whofe  oppofition  pamphlets,  while  hope  deferred  made  the  heart 

fick,  breathed  the  difeontented  murmurs  of  whining  mendicity  (fee  p.  95.)  ; but 

whofe  penfioned  philippics,  when  clothed  with  directorial  authority,  though  the  coun- 

/ 

try  was  then  involved  in  deeper  calamity,  difplayed  in  old  age  the  intoxication  of 
puerile  vanity,  and  in  eleemofynary  affluence  the  purfe-proud  arrogance  of  plebeian 
Ariftocracyt — “ I now,’’  fays  this  Proteus,  “ make  it  my  humble  requeft  to  your 
Grace,  that  you  will  not  give  me  any  fort  of  anfwer  to  this  letter,  or  to  the  paper  I fend^ 
except  barely  to  let  me  know  you  have  received  them.  I even  wifh  at  prefent,  yon 
“ may  not  read  the  paper  I tranfmit  i lock  it  up  in  the  drawer  of  your  library  table  j and 
when  a day  of  compulfory  refledlion  comes,  then  be  pleated  to  turn  to  it.  Then 
‘‘  remember  that  your  Grace  had  a true  friend  ; who,  under  every  difeouragement, 
‘‘  was  faithful' to  public  duty  and  to  private  friendfhip.  I fhairthen  probably  be  dead.’’ 

Without  prefuming  to  canvas  this  corrdu£l  and  thefe  maxims  and  principles,  let 
the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  the  Crown,  who  are  not  to  be  treated  like_  ACQUIT- 
TED FELONS,  be  indulged  in  the  privilege  they  have  long  enjoyed  of  judging 
their  own  caufe.  The  following  decree  is  therefore  given  in  the  exprefs  words 
in  which  they  have  pronounced  a verdith  againft  themfelyes— 

HABES  REUM  CONFITENTEM! 

“ By  a Gomparifon  of  a feries  of  the  difcouiTes  and  adllons  of  certain,  men,  for  a: 
reafonable  length  of  tim.e,  it  is  impoffible  not  to  obtain  fufficient  indication  of  the 
general  tendency  of  their  views  and  principles.  If  thefe  things  are  dojie  v;ith  good. 
‘‘  intentions,  they  are  not  done  lefs  dangeroufty  ; for  it  (hews  that  good  intentions  are 
not  under  the  direction  of  fafe  maxims  and  principles.  When  a,  man  or  fet,  of 

* Nov.  10,  1797.  t See  a Letter  tQ . . , Efquire,  paffim. 
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^ men  are  guided  by  fuch,  not  dubious,  but  delivered  and  avowed  principles  and 
maxims  of  policy,  as  to  need  a watch  and  check  on  them  in  the  exercife  of  tiie 
highefl:  power,  every  man,  in  my  opinion,  who  is  not  of  the  fame  principles  and 
guided  by  the  fame  maxims,  ought  to  be  a little  cautious  how  he  makes  himfelf 
“ one  of  the  traverfes  of  a ladder  to  help  fuch  a man,  or  fuch  a fet  of  men,  to  climb 
up  to  the  higheft  authority.  One  mufl;  take  care  that  a blind  partiality  to  fome 
‘‘  men,  and  as  blind  a hatred  to  others,  may  not  enter  into  our  minds  under  colour 
of  inflexible  public  principle.  The  conduct  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
nine  years  ago  [now  13]  Lft’dl  hold  to  be  very  culpable.  There  are,  however, 
many  things  very  culpable  that  I do  not  know  how  to  punifti.  The  idea  therefore’ 

“ of  proferibing  him  indiredlly,  when  you  cannot  dire£llv  punifh  him,  is  as  chimeri- 
cal  and  as  unjullifiable  a project  as  it  would  have  been  to  punifh  Lord  North.  I' 
‘‘  believe  no  King  of  Great  Britain  ever  will  adopt  for  his  confidential  fervants  that* 
body  of  gentlemen  holding  that  body  of  principles.  Even  if  the  prefent  King  or 
his  SuccefTors  fhould  think  fit  to  take  that  flep,  I apprehend  a general  difeontent  of 
“ thofe  who  wifh  that  this  nation  fhould  continue  in  its  prefent  flate, .would  enfue  j 
a difeontent  which,  combined  with  the  principles  and  progrefs  of  the  new  men  in 
power,  would  fhake  this  kingdom  to  its  foundations.  1 do  not  believe  that  any  one 
“ political  conjedture  can  be  more  certain  than  this.  I write  this  with  great  pain,- 
‘‘  and  with  a heart  full  of  grief*.  The  poor  narrow  fpirit  now  in  fafhion  among 
Sovereigns  is  to  be  deplored,  by  which  a brother  Sovereign  is  to  be  abandoned ^to 
cruel  and  treacherous  outrage,  and  his  fubjedfs  to  traitorous  and  inhuman  treat- 
ment,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nature  and  nations,  becaufe  he  has  a name  fomewhat 
different  from  theirs,  and,  inflead  of  being  ftyled  King  or  Duke,  or  Landgrave,  is 
‘‘  ufually  called  Popef,  and  becaufe  the  fovereignty  of  this  vicegerent  of  the  Al- 
mighty  is  more  mild,  gentle,,  and  bountiful  than  theirs  ! ! !”  J . 

The  oligarchy  therefore  originating  in  fraud,  is  to  bo  maintained  by  force,  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  principles,  and  the  fanguinary  means  of  enforcing  them.,  reftored, 
which  the  odious  HOUSE  OF  BEDFORD  has  ever  been  active  in  overturning  [|*~ 

* Obfervatlons  on  the  Conduft  of  the  Minority,  written  Sept.  29,  1793}  P-  So,  84,  85,  8-6,  89,  90,  94,.  etpaffim. 
it  not  this  now  beyond  conjeffuie  ? 

+ Memorials  on  French  Affairs,  p.  25,  27,  75,  185,  & paffim.  By  the  late  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke, 
t;  Third  Letter  on  the  Propofals  for  Peace,  p.  45 — 49. 

[|  Great  is  the  contraffc  between  the  plebeian  abufe  of  kings  and  nobles  charafterinng  the  whole  of  this  gentle- 
man’s works,  and  the  heroifm  of  princely  magnanimity.  The  .valiant  DuLe  of  Bedford,  uncle  to  Henry  the 
Sixth,  and  faithful  Regent  of  France,  died  at  Lyis  on  the  13th  of  September,  1435,  buried  in  Our  Lady’s 

Church  at  Roan,  by  defire  of  the  nobility  of  Normandy.  Yet  a few  years  after  fome  of  thefe  fervile  courtiers 
imagined  they  could  ingratiate  themfelves  with  the  King  by  demolilhing  his  monument;  but  Lewis  anfwered, 
God  forbid  I fhould  give  way  to  fo  dilhonourable  an  adl,  as  to  difquiet  his  dead  bones  who  living  would  have  dif, 
« quieted  us  all ! It  favours  too  much  of  bafenefs  to  infult  a dead  lion.  He  deferves  a much  better  monument  than 
**■  his  countrymen  have  giv-en  him.” — Baker’s  Chronicle,  p.  185,  See. 
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I well  know  that  every  thing  of  the  DARING  kind  is  critical.  Hut  t’',c  times 
“ arc  critical — NEW  1 HUNGS  IN  A NEW  WORLD  I I fee  no  hopes  in  the 
‘‘  common  tracks.  If  men  are  not  to  be  found  who  can  be  got  to  feel  within  them- 
fclves  fame  impulfe— 


a 


quod  nequeo  monftrare  et  fentio  tantunt — 


and  which  makes  them  IMPATIENT  of  the  prefent : if  none  can  be  got  to  feel  that 
“ private  perfons  may  fometimes  ASSUME  THAT'. SORT  OF  MAGISTRACY 
« WHICH  DOES  NOT  DEPEND  ON  THE  NOMINATION  OF  KINGS, 
OR  THE  ELECTiON  OF  THE  PEOPLE,  BUT  HAS  AN  INHERENT 
AND  SELF-EXIS  LENT  POWER  WHICH  BO TEI  WOULD  RECOG- 
NISE,  I fee  nothing  in  the  v/orld  to  hope^  ! ! Every  loyal  fubjeEt  will  rejoice 
in  recognifing  a plan  of  tyranny  thus  unguardedly  avowed  and  providentially  de- 
tedled,  ere  it  is  too  late  to  feciire  the  rights  of  King  and  People  againf  inherent  felf 
exifent  power ^ or,  in  other  words,  defpotic  cruelty  and  a tyrannical  Oligarchy.  His 
Majedy’s  inherent  benevolence,  and  facred  regard  to  the  Conftitution,  are  univerfally 
known ; there  can  now  be  no  difficulty  in  tracing  to  their  fource  all  a6ls  of  cruelty 
and  defpotifni  when  any  fuch  a£ls  are  committed  f,  nor  of  diftinguifliing  (ham  plots 
from  ACTUAL  CONSPIRACIES  AGAINST  KING  AND  PEOPLEJ  ! ! I 

Note  1.  p.  48. 

< The  Scythians,  even  in  the  remoteft  ages  of  which  any  records  remain,  are  cele- 
brated for  a fkilful  and  fimple  method  of  managing  difeafes,  and  preferving  their 
military  forces ; and  to  that  fnperior  fkill  is  attributed  their  fuccefsful  refiftance  of 
the  numerous  hods  of  Darius  the  fon  of  Hydafpes,  who  invaded  them  with  an  army 
of  1,700,000  men,  overran  a great  part  of  their  territory,  and  ereEfed  a monument  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Tearis  in  commemoration  of  that  expedition,  which  was  dill 
extant  in  the  time  of  Herodotus §. 


* Letter  to Efquirc,  occafioned  by  the  Account  gi»cn  in  a Ncwfpaper  of  the 'Speech 

made  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  ih'c  . . . . of in  the  Debate  concerning  Lord  Fitzvvilliam,  p.  124 12''. 

1795* 

f Sec  p.  91,  92,  See.  See.  Sec. 

This  TREASONABLE  USURPATION,  now  openly  avowed,  and  which  is  to  be  recognifed  when  it  can  n© 
longer  be  refifted,  was  many  years  ago  difplayed  in  the  condudi  of  Minifters  and  their  afTociates  ; it  has  already 
appeared  that  they  have  long  added  upon  it,  and  a Memorial  in  which  it  was  denounced,  was  prefented  to  his  Ma- 

jefty  on  the  2 lid  September,  1792.  Sec  p.  13  and  87 — 92. How  widely  thefe  principles,  which  were  to  have 

been  eftablifhed  by  a young  man,  had  he  lived  (fee  Letter  to  Efq.  p.  126,  127.  and 

Letter  to  a Noble  Lord,  p.  4^ — 5 r.)  differ  from  thofe  of  the  noble  perfons  whom  he  artfully  deceived  by  falfcly 
boaftingof  being  faithful  to  public  duty  and  private  frienilfhip,  appears  in  A Letter  to  a Noble  Lord  on  the  Attacks 
made  upon  Him  and  his  Penfion,  p.  15.  by  THE  RIGHT  HON.  EDMUND  BURK  E,  whofe  real  defigns,  diredlly 
oppofite  to  the  pretences  by  which  he  impofed  on  hi*  friends  and  the  public,  arc  only  to  be  detedded  in  his  private 
confidential  corrcfpondcn.ee.  Tbeir  JjrJ}  ohjeii  vjas  to  freftrve  the  Conjiitution  entire  in  all  its  farts, 

( Herodot.1.5.  c 81,  91.  Plutarch  Conviv.  Op.  t 2.  p.  148;  ct  de  ifid.  ct  Ofirid.  p.  354.  Clem.  Akxandr. 
Strom,  p.  307. 
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An  fnhabitant  of  the  Euxine  Sea  is  affirmed  to  have  cured,  a few  years  ago,  700 

perfons  of  the  plague,  at  Conttantinople.  But  whether  he  pra6lired  according  to 

the  ancient  method  of  the  Scythians,  handed  down  by  tradition,  or  profited  of  mo- 

/ 

dern  difcoveries,.  is  a queftlon  that  cannot  be  here  fully  agitated  : it  has  been  elfe 
where  more  fully  explained 

■ s 

Note  K.  p.  56. 

Dr.  Robertfon  has  certainly  been  of  great  fervice.  The  praddice  in  the  Royal 
Navy  has  been  as  much  fuperior,  in  the  prefent  war,  to  that  of  the  army,  as  the  naval 
operations  have  been  more  effedlual  to  the  national  glory  and  honour,  though  military 
operations  have  been  planned  with  great  wifdom,  and  executed  with  high  military 
fkill  and  Jieroic  courage.  Their  failure  is  an  inevitable  confequence  invariably 
attendant  on  the  comparative  fuperiority  of  medical  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  as  has  been  demonftrated  by  numerous  examples,  and  particularly  by  the  great 
viddory  for  once  obtained  in  the  year  1690  by  the  French  fleet  againft  the  combined 
fleets  of  England  and  Holland  f.  But  the  exertions  of  individuals,  difcouraged  by 
thofe  who  ought  to  promote  them,  and  under  defeddive  and  erroneous  general  medical 
arrangements,  mull  ever  be  Inadequate  to  great  national  defigns  p 

It  has  been  a painful  tafk  to  record  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  navy  from  negle<Sd  of 
medical  arrangements  on  many  former  occaflons ; it  is  with  pleafure  that  the  more 
agreeable  duty  is  now  to  be  performed,  of  celebrating  the  memorable  viddory  of 
the  11th  of  Oddober,  at  Camperdown  on  the  coafd  of  Holland.  Though  tbeBritifh 
Navy  has  ever  been  famous,  there  is  no  viddory  more  creditable  to  the  different 
officers  of  the  naval  department.  Whether  the  forefight  of  the  Firfd  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  providing  fhips  to  fupply  th^  place  of  thofe  which  he  forefaw  muff  be 
rendered  unferviceable  in  a tedious  cruize,  is  moft  to  be  admired  j or  the  ardour, 
diligence,  and  adtivity,  with  which  the  illuftrious  Admiral  availed  himfelf  of  that 
judicious  preparation;  the  rapidity  with  which  the  fleet  was  refitted  and  refumed  its 
flation  ; the  fteady  bravery  and  fkilful  manceuvres  by  which  that  viddrory  was  obtained  j 
may  be  queftions  for  thofe  /killed  in  naval  affairs : but  it  will  be  univerall/  allowed 

Obfervations  on  the  Connedlion  of  Medicine  with  Civil  Government  and  Military  Operations,  not  yet 
publifhed. 

+ See  Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  p.  318,  3 32o.^Bifhop  Burnet's 
Hiftory  of  his  own  Times,  vol.  iii.  p.  71 — 73>  chap.  xii.  p.  52.  of  tliis  Appeal.  This  fubject  will  be  more  fully 
difeuffed  on  fome  future  occafion  ; in  the  mean  time,  fee  an  impartial  Journal  of  a Detachment  from  the  Brigade  of 
Foot  Guards,  commencing  25th  February,  1793,  and  ending  9th  May  I795j.  Brown,  Corporal  in  the 

Coldflream  Guards. 

X By  fome  late  regulations  the  benefit  that  might  have  been  derived  from  Dr.  Robertfon 's  long  and  eminently 
fuccefsful  experience  is  likely,,as  Mr.  Reide’s  and  Mr.  Marflial’s  have  been,,  to  be  in  a great  meafure  loft  to  that 
brave  clafs  of  men  for  whofc  fafety  he  has  lubourcd  with-fingular  diligence  and  aftiduity.  See  page  16,  c.  4,  5,  6. 

that 
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that  a happier  concurrence  of  circumftances,  or  a more  laudable  combination  of  zeal, 
adlivity,  courage  and  condu61:  is  not  to  be  found  in  naval  hiftory.  That  brilliant 
vi6tory  has  difpelled  the  gloorn  that  hung  over  the  Britifh  Navy  from  former  mif- 
management,  and  diffipated  all  apprehenfion  of  a threatened  invafion.  Such  has  been 
the  happy  influence  of  a late  acceflion  of  founder  councils,  though  the  means  by  which 

it  has  been  obtained  mufl;  be  condemned. 

Another  confequence  of  this  fplendid  a£l:ion  nolefs  illuflrious  than  tne  afbion  itfelfj 
is  the  avidity  with  which  it  has  been  feized  by  a gracious  Sovereign  as  a virtuous 
motive  for  extending  his  mercy  pioufly  and  fpontaneoufly  to  300  unfortunate  perfons,, 
whofe  condua  had  fubjeaed  them  to  the  juft  feverity  of  the  law— an  aa  of  mercy= 
to  which  a great  Emperor  and  King  cculd  fcarcely  be  induced  by  the  irrefiftible 
perfuafion  of  his  councillor  and  confeiTor.  (See  page  60.) 

f 

Note  L.  p-  57* 

'Such  was  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  country  in  the  years  1781  and  1783;  but  on 
the  loth  of  November  in  the  year  I797»  ^fter  having  doubled  the  national  debt, 
doubled  the  taxes,  and  failed  in  every  attempt  to  negotiate  peace,  ‘‘  our  refources 
were  never  greater,  nor  our  means  more  abundant  than  at  this  moment.^  Our 
“ commerce  has  increafed  to  a degree  unexampled  in  any  former  period  ; and  our 
revenues  are  produdlive  beyond  the  moft  fanguine  expedlation  The  Englifti 
charadler  has  extended  our  greatnefs  to  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  earth,  by  which 
we  have  become  the  envy  and  admiration  of  furrounding  nations,  and  preferved 
our  honourable  fame  through  every  part  of  the  world  ! ! 

How  is  this  paradox  refolved  ? Having,  beyond  what  the  ableft  and  boldeft  Finan- 
cier in  this  kingdom  f ever  DARED  to  attempt,  eftabliftied  a paper  circulation  for 
■which  no  pecuniary  payment  can  be  demanded,  muft  not  our  refources  now  be  un- 
bounded ? Having  eftablifhed  medical  arrangements,  by  which  VACANCIES  are 
made  beyond  all  former  example,  muft  not  promo^on  in  the  army  and  navybe^morc 
rapid  thamever?  Do  not  the  immenfe  demands  of  the  war  in  preparing,  maintaining, 
clothing,  refitting,  mounting  and  remounting  fhips  and  troops,  employ  cornmiflaries, 

- contradlors,  and  numerous  agents,  manufa61;urers  and  artificers,  and  create  an  unex- 
ampled increafe  of -trade?  Do  not  large  and  frequently  repeated  loans  enrich  the 
plebeian  Ariftocracy  ? Does  not  the  confidence  voluntarily  extended  to  the  fervants 
of  the  Crowm,  in  return  for  all  thefe  bleflings,  enable  them  more  amply  to  pay  a fet 
of  men  for  fupporting  them  ? 'Have  not  armies  been  annihilated  by  the  lingering  tor- 

Debate  on  the  Negotiation  for  Peace. 

I It  was  attempted  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  Regent  of  France,  and,  among  other  arbitrary  ads,  contributed  i,n 
ihc  end  to  overturn  the  Government. 
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lures  of  pernicious  medical  arrangements ; and,  the  expence  of  fupporting  them  .when 
preferved,  being  obviated,  is  not  the  non-efFedfive  fund  enormoufly  augmented  ? — -(See 
p.  55.)  Is  not  the  commerce  between  the  Exchange  and  the  Exchequer  more  fiouriih- 
ing  than  ever  ? And  finally,  is  it  not  of  infinitely  more  confequence  than  ail  the 
other  great  advantages  arifing  from  a firm  adminiftration,  that  the  infolence  of 
Atheifts,  Republicans,  Democrats,  and  Levellers  is  completely  humbled,  and  their 
fortunes  ruined,  and  the  power  of  the  plebeian  Ariflocracy  firmly  eftablifhed  f 

But,  however  thefe  advantages  may  be  magnified  by  the  men  of  liberal  under- 
Handing  who  have  built  up  this  tower  of  Babel ; men  of  plainer  underflanding 
muff  perceive,  that,  however  he  may  confider  it  as  the  grand  pillar  raifed  on 
‘‘  the  ruins  of  the  Conftitution  by  which  he  holds  his  fituation  ; and  the  great  means 
*‘'of  extending  that  baneful  influence  of  the  Crown,  on  which  alone  he  places  his 
“ whole  fecurity ; the  war  can  no  longer  be  an  appendage  to  the  Minifter, 
however  unwilling  he  may  be  to  part  with  it.  Are  thofe  men,  who  have  hitherto 
mifguided  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  whofe  hands  every  military  opera- 
‘‘  tion  and  every  pacific  negotiation  have  failed,  to  be  further  trufled  with  the 
‘‘  management  of  a war  they  have  fo  wretchedly  conducted  ? 

When  fuch  a load  of  deep  calamity,”  faicLthe  prefent  MiniHer,  when  an  oppo- 
nent of  Adminiftration,  “ is  prefTing  upon  us  with  intolerable  weight ; it  could  not  be 
‘‘  deemed  uncharitable  to  implore  the  Almighty  to  fhower  down  his  vengeance  on 
thofe  Minifters  w^ho  were  the  authors  of  the  innumerable  evils  which  had  dif- 
o-raced,  afRi6led,  and  impoverifhed  this  once  profperous  and  formidable  empire, 
but  now  humbled,  devoted,  and  almoft  annihilated  kingdom.’’ — (See  p.  57.) 

Such  was  the  fentence  of  Miniffers  agalnfl  their  predecefTors  in  office,  in  fimilar 
but  lefs  criminal  circumffances.  It  was  too  rigorous.  Their  oppofltion  was  as 
intemperate  as  their  adminiffration  has  been  imprudent.  It  is  not  ffie  duty  of  weak 
and  fallible  men  to  imprecate  the  vengeance  of  the  Almighty,  but  to  deprecate  his 
wrath,  and  to  implore  his  mercy- even  to  our  enemies.  Juftice  has  its  rights,  and  muff 
be  fatisfied ; and  laws  muff  be  enforced  : but  vengeance  belongs  to  the  Almighty^ ; and 
he  alone  can  repay  it.  Let  them,  therefore,  be  put  upon  their  trial ; and  God  fend 
them  a good  deliverance  ! 

Thev  accufed  thofe  of  plotting  againfh  the  Conflitution  v/ho,  in  the  faithful  difeharge 
of  their  duty,  communicated  to  their  fellow-citizens,  and  to  thofe  ffrangersto  whom 
they  were  bound  by  an  amicable  Commercial  Treaty,  medical  difeoveries  of  the 
higheff  importance  to  the  univerfal  comfort  and  profperity  of  mankind  ; of  the  merit 
and  utility  of  which  Minifters,  by  habitual  error,  had  rendered  themfelves  incapable 
of  judging,  or  perceiving  the  advantage  wdth  which  they  might  have  been  applied  to 
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infure  fuccefs  to  thofe  defigns  by  Vv^hich,  without  comprehending  how  they  were  to 
be  accompliihed,  they  vainly  imagined  to  ftrengthen  their  party,  and  eftablifli  their 
power.  The  cordiality  with  which  thefe  improvements,  oppofed  and  fupprefTed  in 
this  country,  were  received  in  France,  irritated  the  vain  pride  of  ftate  importance, 
and  paved  the  v/ay  for  the  coalition  with  the  grand  advocate  of  the  Pope’s  infallible  fu- 
prematy,  and  for  thofe  hoilile  meafures  for  reRoring  it,  which  were  foon  after  adopted. 
The  Legatus-a-latere,  judging  the  vanity  of  juvenile  ftatefmen  a proper  fubje(il  for 
his  intrigues,  and  knowing  that  he  is  an  ill-furniRied  undertaker  who  has  no 
ether  machinery  but  his  own  hands,^’  determined  to  bring  forward  in  his  aid  thofe 
frivolous  debating  abilities  which  had  overpowered  his  own  ; and  though  poor  in 
his  own  faculties,  felt  himfelf  rich  in  the  vanity  and  felf-importance  of  his  opponents,, 
which  he  could  now  mould  to  his  purpofe,  by  confulting  and  co-operating  with  men 
of  all  parties,  who  feemed  difpofed  to  the  fame  ends,  or  to  any  main  part  of  them.”'^ 

A frnall  ccmpacl;  body  of  Roman  Catholics  Rill  remained,  who  maintained  the 
Pope’s  infallibility.  They  were  recommended  as  an  ineRimable  acquificion  to  the 
Officers  of  State,  now  become,  without  perceiving  it,  the  tools  of  his  impracticable 
fyRem  of  fuperRition,  bigotry,  and  tyranny.  While  they  declared  to  Parliament 
from  royal  authority,  “ That  his  Majefty  had  carefully  obferved  a Rridt  neutrality 
“ in  the  prefent  war  on  the  Continent,  and  had  uniformly  abftained  from  any  inter- 
ference  with  refpeeb  to  the  internal  affairs  of  Francef  this  Vicar  General,  on 
the  contrary,  affirmed,  That  there  never  was  a war  better  founded  on  the  prin- 
ciples  of  juRice  and  freedom  than  this,  which  he  repeatedly  declared  not  to  be  a 
meafure  in  debate,,  but  decided } for  we  were  actually  at  war  with  France  already 

During  the  American  war  he  had  combined  with  Paine  and  PrieRley  in  preach- 
ing univerfal  toleration,  till  the  Catholics  were  nearly  emancipated.  He  now  calls 
on  Church  and  State  to  refiR  them  as  AtheiRs,  in  which  odious  clafs  he  ranks  all, 
excepting  that  fmail  band  of  Roman  Catholics,  who  Rill  maintain  the  Pope’s  in- 
fallible fupremacy  ; whofe  generofity,  clemency  and  humanity  are  extolled,  while 
the  mean-fpirited  impolicy  of  all  other  fovereigns  is  decidedly  reprobated.  The  mild 
indulgence  of  thefe  EcclefiaRicSovereignties§had,  however,  rendered  the  great  body 
of  Roman  Catholics  impious  and  licentious;  they  no  longer  acknowledge  the  Pope’s 
infallibility;  and  are,  therefore,  in  commion  with  Paine,  PrieRley,  and  all  Heretics, 
(denominated  murderers,  robbers,  and  atheiRs.  At  the  head  of  this  odious  body 
was  the  Emperor  Jofeph  IL  who  had  refiRed  the  Pope’s  fupremacy,  and  declared  his 

* Letter  to  a Noble  Lord  on  the  Attacks  made  on  him  and  his  Penfion  ; by  the  late  Right  Hon.  Edmund 
Burke,  p.  i6  and  17.  The  Pofthumous  Works  of  this  extraordinary  man,  like  John  Zifea’s  Ikin,  according  to 
kis  own  metaphor,  made  into  a drum,  ferve  ftill  to  animate  Europe  to  eternal  battle.^ 

+ King’s  Speech,  Dec.  13,  1 79Z.  , f Debates  in  Parliament,  14th  Dec.  1792.  ^ Memorials  on. 

?reacK  Affairs,  p.  20. 
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States  independent  of  his  fovereignty.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  perfevering  in  a fruit- 
lefs  attempt  to  punifh  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  betrayed  fome 
approbation  of  the  plans  of  the  reforming  Atheifts  "^3  it  v/as  more  prudent  and 
politic  artfully  to  flatter  his  pride  and  ftate-importance  ; and  'mftead  of  adhering  to 
his  old  friends,  to  go  over  to  him  and  their  other  opponents  in  fupport  of  a falling 
Minifler,  whom  this  fanatic  declared  it  would  now  be  ruinous  to  the  fl:ate  to  remove 
from  his  place.  Since  all  the  Minifters  of  Europe,  and  particularly  thofe  of  England, 
were,  in  December  1791  f)  he  reprefents,  averfe  to  this  impracticable  but  fa- 
vourite fyftem  ; it  v/as  of  great  importance  to  fecure  one  whofe  pride  might  be 
wrought  upon  for  the  purpole,  and  whofe  inexperience  and  want  of  information 
rendered  him  unconfeious  of  the  defisms  to  which  he  became  fubfervient. 

The  Minifters  of  other  Kings,  like  thofe  of  France  (not  one  of  whom  was  per- 
feCtly  free  from  the  guilt  of  impioufly  acknowledging  that  man  had  fome  unalien- 
‘‘  able  rights)  might  themfelves  be  the  perfons  to  foment  a difpofition  to  fupport 
thefe  rights.  Hertzberg,  the  King  of  Pruflia’s  late  Minifler,  is  fo  much  of  what 
‘'•is  called  a philofopher,  that  he  was  of  a faCtion  with  that  fort  of  politicians  in  every 
“ thing,  and  in  every  place— Necker  had  an  extreme  third;  for  this  fort  of  glory  ; fo 
“ had  others.  The  PrufTian  Minifters  in  foreign  Courts  talked  the  mod:  democratic 
‘‘  language  with  regard  to  France^  The  whole  Corps  Diplomatique,  with  very  few 
“ exceptions,  leaned  that  way. 


This  fyflem  has  very  many  partifans  in  every  country  in  Europe,  but  particu- 
larly  in  England,  where  they  are  already  formed  into  a Imdy,  comprehending  mofl: 
“ of  the  DiiTenters  of  the  three  leading  denominations.  To  thefe  are  readily  aggregat- 
“ cd  all  who  are  DiflTenters  in  character,  temper  and  difpofition,  though  not  belong- 
“ ing  to  any  of  their  congregations— that  is,  all  the  reftlefs  people  v/ho.  referable 
them,  of  all  ranks  and  all  parties, — Whigs,  and  even  Tories— the  whole  race  of 
“ half-bred  fpeculators — all  the  Atheifls,  Deifts,  and  Socinians — all  thofe  who  hate 
“ the  Clergy  and  envy  the  Nobility,  a good  many’among  the  monied  people,  the  Eafl 
“ Indians  alnroft  to  a man,  v/ho  cannot  bear  to  find  that  their  prefent  importance  does 
“ not  bear  a proportion  to  their  wealth,  Thefe  latter  have  united  themfelves  into 
“ one  great,  and,  in  my  opinion,  formidable  Club,  originally  called  the  Bengal  Club, 
but  fince  opened  to  perfons  from  the  other  Prefidencies,  for  the  purpofe  of  confoli- 
“ dating  the  whole  Indian  Interefi,  which,  though  now  quiet,  may  be  brought  into 
“ aCtion  with  confiderable  unanimity  and  force  I ! ! 


^ See  this  Appeal  p.  101=  t Seethe  Preface  to  the  Meir.orials  ®n  French  Affairs-  p.  19.-— But  the  Re- 
monftrance  on  Medical  Arrangements  being  prefented  on  January  ift  1792,  the  Minifler  became  more  accefil- 
ble,  and  a new  coalition  foon  changed  the  whole  fyftem. — See  p.  73 — -So. 

J;  The  late  Kin^  of  Pruffia,  Frederic  the  Great,  taught  them  and  all  tire  world  this  philofophy. — See  p.  4a  of 
this  Appeal,  and  the  King  of  Prufiia’s  Pofthumous  Works,  pafiim.  and  Memorials  on  French  Affairs,  p.  57,  58, 
59.  il  Ib  p.  13. 
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But,  indeed,  kings  themfelves  are  very  eafily  alienated  from  all  the  higher  orders 
of  their  fubjedls.  The  unfortunate  King  of  France  (not  without  a large  {hare  of 
blame  to  himfelf)  was  deluded  to  his  ruin  by  a defire  to  humble  and  reduce  hisnobi- 
‘‘  litVj  clergy,  and  his  corporate  magiftracy  — With  his  own  hand  he  pulled  down  the 
pillars  which  upheld  his  throne.  Not  long  before  his  death  he  was  declared  (by  this 
Bigot  in  December  1791)  not  at  that  mioment,  perhaps,  cured  of  the  dread  of  the 
power  and  credit  like  to  be  acquired  by  thofe  who  would  have  faved  and  refcued 
him  He  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  encouraged  from  abroad,  to  regain  among 
traitors  and  regicides  the  power  he  had  joined  to  take  from  his  own  family,  whom 
he  quietly  favv  profcribed  before  his  eyes,  and  called  to  anfwer  to  the  loweif  of  his 
rebels,  as  the  vileil:  of  all  criminals, — Jofeph  11.  was  far  gone  in  this  philofophy; 
and  fome,  if  not  mofb  who  ferve  the  prefent  Emperor,  would  kindly  initiate  him 
# into  all  the  myfteries  of  this  free-mafonry  f.  The  prefent  policy  of  the  Auitrian 
politicians  is  to  recover  Defpatifrn  through  Democracy  t. 

Were  it  not  now  demonftrated,  it  could  not  have  been  believed,  that  this  wild 
“ Enthufiafl  could,  for  more  than  two  years,  have  maintained  a paramount  in- 
fluence  in  the  general  arrangements  in  Europe.  An  influence  which,  if  it  did 
not  occafion,  feems  at  leaft  to  have  accelerated  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  unfor- 
tunate  King  of  France  ; and  had  it  been  pradlicable,  the  ruin  of  all  the  Lay  Princes,, 
‘‘  and  all  the  Reformed  Churches  in  Europe  was  neceffarily  included  in  the  extra- 
vagant  defign,  of  which  he  has  audacioufly  exhibited  the  outlines. — (Compare 
the  fa£ls  ftated  in  this  Appeal,  p.  ic6 — 1 10,  with  Merqorials  on  the  French  Aflairs, 
p.  63 — 8C“— 94 — 105,  and  Mr.  Burke’s  Pofthumous  Works,  palTim.) 

« In  this  ftate  of  general  rottennefs  among  fubjecis,  and  delufion  and  falfe  poli- 
“ tics  among  princes,  fays  this  Quixotic  fupporter  of  Ecclefiaftical  Sovereignty,  hav- 
ing  deflroyed  the  old  government,  they  would  preferve  as  much  of  order  as  is  ne- 
««  ceffary  for  the  fupport  of  their  own  ufurpation  Ij.’’ 

If  this  pidlure  of  the  ftate  of  Europe  is  jufl: ; a prudent  Statefman  would,  probably, 
have  yielded  to  the  current  of  public  opinion  thus  decidedly  exprefled,  and  adapted 
the  government  to  fentiments  thus  iiniverfally  profefTed.  At  leaft,  it  would  have 
been  judged  extremely  imprudent  to  oppofe  thefe  fentiments  in  this  country  ; fo  per- 
fedlly  fimilar  to  thofe  which  animated  our  immortal  anceftors  in  their  long,  fevere,  and 
fuccefsful  ftruggle  againft  Popery,  and  arbitrary  power,  in  which  they  happily  pre- 
vailed at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  of  the  Revolution,  and  ultimately  found- 
ed the  Britifti  Conftitution,  the  nobleft  fabric  of  human  wifdom. 


* Memorials  on  French  Affairs,  p.  6j,  6z.  + Ib.  p.  62.  Ib.  p.  66,  |)  Ib.  p.  68i 
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But  different  principles  and  maxims  were  unhappily  adopted.  The  unexpe- 
rienced, uninformed  Officers  and  Miniflers  of  the  Crown  were  unfortunately  be- 
trayed into  a calamitous  war,  under  the  exprcfs  and  avowed  principle  of  preferving 
faith  towards  our  allies,  and  obtaining  indemnity  for  the  paff,  and  fecurity  for  the  fu- 
ture ; while  this  frantic  bigot  openly  declares  to  his  confidential  friends,  that  he  had 
worked  on  their  pride  and  vanity,  and  betrayed  them  into  this  difaflrous  fituation, 
under  falfe  pretences*. 

The  Revolution  in  France  refeiwbles  the  Reformation”  f : — We  cannot  (laid  the 
leader  of  thefe  Anti-reformers  and  Counter-revolutionifts),  if  we  would,  delude  our- 
felves  about  the  date  of  this  dreadful  conted.  It  is  a religious  war  f,.— This  religious 
war  is  not  a controverfy,  as  formerly,  between  fed!  and  feel  ; but  a war  againft  all 
fedls  and  all  religions.  There  are  many,  perhaps  half  a million,  or  more,  calling 
‘‘  themfelves  Proteftants,  in  the  South  of  France,  and  in  other  of  the  provinces  w Some 
raife  them  to  a much  greater  number.  Their  Clergy  are  juft  the  fame  Atheifts  with 
thofe  of  the  Conftitutional  Catholics,  but  ftill  more  wicked  and  daring  || 

But,  notwithftanding  this  univerfal  union  of  fentiment  in  Emperors,  Kings, 
Prin  ces,  Dukes,  Landgraves,  Minifters,  Corps  Diplomatiques,  Catholics  and  Pro- 
teftants, Laity  and  Clergy,  Diffenters,  Whigs,  Tories,  Monied  Men,  and  In- 
dians almoft  to  a man  ; the  mad  plan  is  to  be  attempted  of  reftoring  the  Pope’s 
fupremacy,  and  arbitrary  power,  by  force  of  arms ; and  the  fuccefs  is  not  deemed  to 
be  in  the  leaftjloubtful  : the  only  queftion  is,  how  the  conquered  countries  are  to 
be. kept  in  fubjedlion  after  the  conqueft  *,  and  this  too  is  declared  to  be,  as  undoubtedly 
it  is,  juft  as  pradlicable  as  the  conqueft.  But  though  the  plan  was  impradlicable,  the 
attempt  to  carry  it  into  execution  has  been  the  foie  caufe  of  our  prefent  calamities. 

Examples  drawn  from  hiftory,  in  (on)  occafions  like  the  prefent,  will  be  found  dan- 
“ geroully  to  miftead  us§.  Circumftances,  perpetually  variable,  directing  a moral 
‘‘  prudence  and  diferetion  the  general  principles  of  which  never  vary,  muft  alone  pre- 
‘‘  feribe  a condudl  fitting  on  fuch  occafions  — And  therefore  hiftorical  knowledge 
obtained  by  fevere  ftudy,  and  experience  acquired  by  a long  pradlical  intercourfe 
with  mankind,  and  attentive  obfervation  of  men  and  manners,  are  to  be  fet  afide ; and 
a juvenile  orator  preferred,  trained  in  difputing  clubs,  where  he  learnt,  with  the 
cafuiftical  cunning  of  the  cloifter,  “ to  put  forward  the  ftrong  part  of  his  cafe,  to 
glofs  over  or  hide  the  weak,  to  exhibit  all  the  right  in  the  brighteft  point  of  view, 
and  p^liate  the  wrong;  and  when  he  can  no  longer  palliate,  to  bring  his  writ  of 
« error  and  thefe  talents,  often  poffcffed  by  the  weakeft  of  mankind,  were  to  fu- 
perfede  all  other  qualifications. 

^ See  p,  loi— »io2.  + Memorials  on  French  Affairs,  p.  6.  f Ib.  p.  172.  |)  Ib.  p.  172— -17^, 

t ib,  p.  142,  S Ib,  p.  1^3,  Mr.  Burke  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Jan.  4th,  1793s 
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“ A guiding  perfon  or  party  may  be  gained  over,  and  through  him  or  them  the 
whole  body  of  a nation  3 and,  from  the  hope  of  deriving  advantage  from  enemies,  it 
might  be  politic,  [/«  a conclave  of  Monls^  for  a while  to  throw  your  friends  into  the 
‘‘  fliade  *. — If  the  King  fhould  be  fo  ill  advifed  as  to  confirra  as  a lawful  body,  and 
“ to  recognife  and  clafs  himfelf  with  that  rabble  of  murderers  3 and  that  he  fhould 
‘‘  really  be,  as  he  is  nominally,  at  the  head  of  the  fyftem  of  perfecution  of  religion 
“ and  good  order  3 there  was  nothing  in  the  principle  or  in  the  proceeding  of  the 
“ united  powers  to  prevent  fuch  an  arrangement.  But  moral  France  is  feparated 
from  the  geographical.  The  mafter  of  the  houfe  is  expelled,  and  the  robbers  are 
in  pofTeffion.  The  corporate  people  of  France,  exifting  as  corporate,  are  in 
Flanders,  Germany,  Switzerland,  Spain,  Italy,  and  England  f . — They  are  to  be 
fupported  as  conquerors.  If  it  fhould  pleafe  God  to  give  to  the  Allies  the  means 
“ of  refloring  peace  and  order  in  that  focus  of  war  and  confufion,  I would,”  fays 
this  extravagant  enthufiafi,  replace  the  old  clergy.  We  have  in  our  boforn  nearer 
forty  than  thirty  thoufand  perfons  providentially  preferved  1 We  polTefs  animmenfe 
body  of  phyficians  and  magifirates  of  the  mind,  whom  we  now  know  to  be  the 
mofi  difereet,  gentle,  well-tempered,  conciliatory,  and  pious  perfons  who  inany  or- 
der  probably  ever  exifled  in  the  world.  You  will  have  a miffioner  of  peace  in  every 
parifh,  from  this  body  of  civil  troops  for  re-eftablifhing  order  in  France,  and  for 
« thus  SECURING  THE  CIVILISATION  OF  EUROPE  J.  This  means,  if  pro- 
perly  ufed,  is  of  value  ineftimable  3 if  we  profit  by  the  example  of  Spain,  where  the 
clergy,  kept  in  fome  refpedi  by  the  Inquifition,  are  the  only  thing  that  looks  like 
an  independent  order  : as  in  Venice  it  is  become  moftly  an  engine  of  State.  It 
wars  no  longer  with  Jews  and  Heretics  3 it  has  no  fuch  war  to  carry  on.  Its 
great  objedi  is  to  keep  Atheiflic  and  Republican  Dodlrines  from  making  their 
way  in  that  kingdom.  In  that  body  remains  the  only  life  that'cxifls  in  Spain  and 
is  not  a fever  H.” 

It  will  not  now  be  difficult  to  decide  what  kind  of  Civil  Government  is  to  be  rjiahlijhed 
■■'Under  this  Holy  Inquifition.  It  muff  not  be  a flow-paced,  “ methodical,  formal, 
‘‘  lawyer-like  fyftem  3 flill  lefs  that  of  a fhewy,  fuperficial,  trifling,  intriguing 
Court  3 leaf!  of  all,  a philofophic,  theoretic,  difputatious  fchool  of  Sophifiry, 
Whoever  claims  a right  by  birth  to  govern  there,  muft  find  in  his  breafi,  or 
muft  conjure  up  in  it,  an  energy  not  to  be  expedlcd,  perhaps  not  always  to  be 
“ wifhed  for,  in  well-ordered  States.  The  lawful  Prince  muft  have  in  every  thing 
but  crime  the  charadter  of  an  ufurper  : he  is  gone  if  he  imagines  himfelf  the 
quiet  pofTefTor  of  a throne  : he  is  to  contend  for  it  as  much  after  an  apparent  con- 
queft  as  before 

* ;M«noria]s  on  Freack  Afi'itirs,  p.  142.  f lb.  p.  136.  t Ib  p.  141.  jj  Ib  p.  31—32,  ^ Xb.  p. 
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Againft  overt  afts  emanating  from  thefe  treafonable  principles,  it  has  been  the  iii- 
dirpenfible  duty  of  the  author  for  many  years  to  contend  ; and  for  his  dutiful  adherence 
to  his  King  and  the  Conftitution  he  has  been  plundered  to  enrich  thpfe  by  whom  he 
has  been  opprelTed  and  perfecuted,  and  by  whom  the  mofl;  precious  rights  both  of 
King  and  People  have  been  violated.  He  now,  therefore,  hunfoly  approaches  the 
Throne,  and  addreiTes  both  Roufes  of  Parliament,  protehing  againfh  thefe  principles, 
againft  the  overt  adls  founded  on  them,  and  againO  I'HE  ASSUMPTION  OF 
THAT  SORT  OF  MAGISTRACY  WHICH  DOES  NOT  DEPEND  ON 
THE  NOMINATION  OF  KINGS,  OR  THE  ELECTION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ; 
BUT  FI  AS  AN  INHERENT,  SELF-EXISTEN  F POWER,  WHICH  CAN 
ONLY"  BE  RECOGNISED  TO  BE  CONDEMNED  j and,  with  full  confi- 
dence in  his  Judges,  in  the  name  of  ALL  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ENGLAND 
HUMBLY  IMPI.ORES  JUSTICE  ON  THOSE,  WHO,  IN  HIS  PERSON 
AND  PROPERTY,  HAVE  VIOLATED  THE  DEAREST  RIGHTS  OF  ^ 
KING  AND  PEOPLE. 

It  is  a melancholy  fpedlacle  to  fee,  on  the  ruin  of  Liberty  a delufive  fyfiem  of 
Tyranny  eredled  ; the  moft  galling,  the  mofi:  horrible,  the  mofl  undifguifed  in  all  its 
parts  and  attributes  that  has  ftained  the  page  of  hiftory,  or  difgraced  the  annals  of 
the  world  L”  Under  an  arbitrary  government  it  would  be  lefs  intolerable  ; the 
people  miight  fubmit  without  incurring  guilt  or  difgrace.  But  fo  much  more  defperate 
is  abjedl  flavery,  under  the  Britifh  Conflitution,  that,  whoever  fubmits  becomses 
deeply  criminal,  and  eternally  infamous,  being  declared  by  a folemn  refolution  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  A BETRAYER  OF  THE  LIBERTIES  OF  ENGLAND, 
AND  AN  ENEMY  OF  THE  KINGDOM.  Every  free  man,  however  low  his 
rank,  however  fender  his  means,  retains  in  his  hands  the  facred  pledge  of  Freedom 
handed  down  by  his  venerable  anceftors  ; and  he  is  irrevocably  bound,  by  the  Ilrongell 
ties,  human  and  divine,  to  deliver  it  unimpaired  to  his  pofterity.  However  our  Re- 
venues, therefore,  may  be  dilTipated  by  the  incapacity,  negligence,  and  mifmanage- 
ment  of  pretended  Financiers  ; however  our  rights  may  be  defamed  by  the  pompous 
inanity  of  frivolous  orators  and  penfioned  pamphleteers ; fince  it  is  an  equal  lofs  and 
difgrace  whether  we  lofe  our  liberty  by  foreign  force  or  internal  intrigue ; while  a 
foot  of  free  foil  remains,  Britons  will  be  found  to  defend  their  precious  inheritance 
from  foreign  enemies,  or  from  the  more  dangerous,  infidious  attacks  of  mercenary 
advocates,  pretended  friends,  and  domeftic  foes ! ! ! 

The  profecution  of  the  war,  according  to  its  abettors,  has  been  as  impotent  as  the 
weak  counfels  from  which  it  originated  *,  and  the  late  negotiations  for  peace  have  been 
fuch  as  might  have  been  expected  from  the  fame  imbecility. 

^ Speech  of  the  Right  Hon.  William  Fitt  on  the  Negotiation  of  Peace,  Noy,  loth,  1797,  p.  C. 
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The  rejcTion  of  refpeclful  overtures  of  peace  made  by  the  Executive  Government 
of  France,  while,  ujider  pretence  of  an  honourable  neutrality,  negotiations  were  en- 
tered into^  with  the  public  officers  and  fervants  of  that  Government,  who  betrayed 
their  employers,  and,  moft  affiuredly,  were  utterly  incapable  of  maintaining  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  and  amity,  was  the  natural  harbinger  of  the  degradation  to  which 
Miniflers  defcended  in  their  late  negociations.  Deferting  that  dignified  condudl 
which  elevates  human  nature  in  a juft  conteff,  in  which  nothing  in  hate,  but  all  is 
done  in  honour  ; the  chicaning  tricaflery  of  a mcnkifti  clavicle  has  been  adopted, 
and  the  heroical  magnanimity  of  honourable  warfare  relinquifhed  Let  their 
caufe,  as  ufual,  be  judged  by  themfelves. 


In  this  holy  war  the  avowed  maxims  of  the  great  mafter  of  the  puppets  was, 
that  adventure  and  not  caution  was  our  policy.  To  be  too  prefuming  was  the  ^ 
errorf  j”  and  in  confequence  of  this  leading  principle  all  prudent  precautions 
for  fecuring  fuccefs  were  neglevfted.  Of  thefe  the  principal  was  the  prefervation 
of  the  troops ; but  the  pompoqs  pride  of  thofe  who  had  obftinately  oppofed  the 
means  by  which  this  grand  point  rnight  have  been  obtained  would  not  permit  them 
to  acknowledge  their  error ; thefe  means  were,  therefore,  not  only  entirely  neglected, 
but  diredtly  oppofed,  pernicious  arrangements  were  adopted  ; and  thus,  had  all  their 
other  couiftels  been^as  wife  and  vigorous  as  they  were  weak  and  impotent,  fuccefs, 
unlefs  the  enemy  had  been  equally  impolitic  in  their  medical  arrangements,  was  at 
the  outfet  rendered  impoffible.  Accordingly,  the  fame  impolicy  pervading  the  whole 
allied  armies,  “ contrary  to  all  the  effential  rules  of  policy,  which  our  fituation 
would  dictate,  a difheartening,  deadening  propofition  J was  made,  as  if  all  a mi- 
nifter  had  to  fear  in  a war  of  his  own  conducing,  was  that  it  ftiould  be  purfued 
with  too  much  zeal  H-” 


In  confequence  of  this  fatal  mifmanagement,  by  a change  effedled  in  about  three 
weeks,  France  was  able  to  penetrate  into  the  heart  of  Germany.  To  this  pidlure 
it  is  hardly  necefiary  to  add  the  means  by  which  France  has  been  enabled  to  effedt 
all  this,  namely,^  the  app^arently  entire  deftruclion  of  one  of  the  largeft,  and  cer- 
« tainly  the  highef? difciplined  and  beft  appointed  army  ever  feen,  headed  by  the  firft 
military  Sovereign  in  Europe,  with  a captain  under  him  of  the  greateft  renown,  and 
“ that  without  a blow  given  or  received  on  either  fide.  ‘This  ftate  of  things  appears 
to  me,  even  if  it  v/ent  no  farther,  to  be  truly  ferrous^  . Sicknefs  and  weather  may 

* See  The  Correfpondcnce  witiiM.  Chauvelin;  Genepl  Dumouriez’s  Memoirs ; and  the  Speeches  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  Parliamentary  Debates,  Jan.  31ft,  and  Feb,  ift,  1793. 

+ Memorials  on  French  Affairs,  p.  165. 

J:  Was  this  a propofition  for  fuppreffing  proper  rrredical  arrangements  ? 

Ij  Third  Letter  to  a Member  of  Parliament,  p.  30. 

H Heads  for  Confideration  on  the  Prefent  State  of  Affairs,  written  in  Nov,  1792,  by  the  laU  Right  Hon. 
Edmund  Burke,  p.  84—  1 01— 102. 
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defeat  an  army  puiTuing  a wrong  plan  ; not  that  I believe  the  ficknefs  to  have  been 
fo  great  as  it  has  been  reported  ; but  there  is  a great  deal  of  fuperfluous  humiliation 
in  this  bufinefs,  a perfedf  prodigality  of  difgrace.  Some  advantage^  real  or  ima- 
ginary,  muft  compenfatc  to  a great  Sovereign,  and  to  a great  General,  for  fo  im- 
menfe  a lofs  of  reputation.  There  is  fome  fecret.  IF  THERE  IS  NO  MINISTER 
CAPABLE  OF  PLANS  OF  POLICY,  WHICH  COMPREHEND  THE  SU- 
««  PERINTENDENCY  OF  A WAR,  THINGS  HAVE  BEEN  AS  THEY 
MUST  BE.  HOWEVER,  IN  ALL  TFIE  PARTS  OF  THIS  STRANGE 
PROCEEDING  THERE  MUST  BE  A SECRET.  It  is  probably  known  to 
Minifters  ; I do  not  mean  to  penetrate  into  it 


It  might  have  been  expe£Ied  that,  emulous  of  the  glory  of  the  youthful  Hero, 
« THE  ARCH  DUKE  CHARLES  OF  AUSTRIA,  and  convinced  there  is  a 
courage  of  the  Cabinet  full  as  powerful  and  lefs  vulgar  than  that  of  the  field, 
our  Minifter  would  have  changed  the  whole  line  of  that  unprofperous  prudence 
[^pride]  which  hitherto  had  produced  all  the  effedls  of  the  boldefl  temerity, 
that  he  would  have  let  loofe  the  dogs  of  war  in  fever,  plagues,’ and  death  upon  the 
enemy,’'  and  not  by  pernicious  medical  arrangements  on  our  own  military  forces^ 
■and  eventually  on  thofs  of  our  Allies,  ‘‘  If  more  lives  are  loft  than  neceftity  re- 
quires,  they  are  loft  by  mifcondu£I  or  miftake  ; but  if  the  hoftility  is  juft,  the 
^ error  is  to  be  corredled,  the  war  is  not  to  be  abandoned.  By  thefe  miftalkes,  begin- 
ning  in  fraud,  and  ending,  as  all  the  frauds  of  power  end,  in  plain  violence,  we 
drew  back  the  arm  of  our  military  force,  which  had  never  been  more  than  half 
raifed  to  oppofe  the  enemy  f . 

From  that  time  we  have  been  combating  only  with  the  other  arm  of  our  naval 
power,  the  right  arm  of  England  ; but  which  ftruck,  almoft  unrefifted,  with  blowi 
“ that  could  never  reach  the  heart  of  the  hoftilc  mifehief  J/'  Great  miftakeshave 
“ been  committed  j at  leaft  I hope  fo^  if  there  have  been  none,  the  cafe  in  future  is 
defperate 

Such,  according  to  their  own  verdi€l:,  has  been  the  condu(ft  of  the  war ; let  them 
again  be  Judges,  in  their  own  caufe,  of  their  wifdom,  policy,  and  magnanimity  in 
the  negotiations  for  peace.  Their  declaration  on  the  late  negotiation,  according  to 
the  verdidl  of  their  Allociates,  ‘‘  contains  an  honeft  confeffion  of  a departure  from  all 
the  rules  and  all  the  principles  of  political  negotiation,  and  of  common  prudence  in 
the  condudf  of  it.” 


* Hesds  for  Confidcration  on  the  Prefent  Sutc  of  Affairs,  written  in  Nov.  179^,  by  the  late  Right  flon, 
Edmund  Burke,  p.  ror — 103, 

i 1 bird  Letter  to  a Member  of  Parliament,  by  the  late  Right  Hon.  Edmuni  Burke,  p.  36,  27-/14,  &c,  &c. 
f lb.  ^ Head*  for  Coniidcration,  p.  104, 
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Even  sfter  all  that  had  been  lately  feen/*  their  friends  were  furprifcd  at  this 
expofure. — But  truth  has  its  rights,  and  it  will  afiert  them.' — The  declaration,  after 
doing  all  this  with  a mortifying  candour,  concludes  the  whole  with  a recapitu- 
lation  ilill  more  extraordinary  than  all  the  unufual  matter  it  contains. — We  flate 
our  experience,  and  then  vve  come  to  the  manly  refclution  of  a(^iing  in  direct  con- 
tradi6lion  to  it.  There  feems  to  have  been  no  affignablc  reafon  for  expofing  this 
“ humbled  country  to  the  worft  indignities,  and  the  firft  of  the  kind  that  have  been 
‘‘  known  in  the  world  of  negotiation.— The  patience  of  fortitude,  and  the  endurance 
of  pufillanimity,  are  things  very  different  in  their  principles  as  well  as  in  their 
‘‘  effedls.  In  the  fpeech  of  the  Miniller  in  a great  AfTembly  hardly  one  galling  cir- 
“ cumftance  of  the  indignities  offered  by  the  Diredlory  to  the  fupplications  mads  In 
‘‘  His  Majefty’s  name  have  been  fpared.  The  fpeech  may  ferve  for  a model. — It  is 
“ fomething  wonderful  that  the  fagacity  fhown  in  the  declaration  and  the  fpeech 
fhould  have  failed  to  difeover  to  the  writer  and  the  fpeaker  the  infeparable  relation 
between  the  parties  to  this  tranfadlion,  and  that  nothing  can  be  faid  to  difplay  the 
‘‘  imperious  arrogance  of  the  enemy,  which  does  not  deferibe,  with  equal  force 
and  equal  truth,  the  contemptible  figure  of  an  abjedi  embaffy  to  that  imperious 
“ power.’’  Such  are  the  crimes  in  condudfing  war,  and  negociating  peace,  of  which 
Minifters  are  accufed  by  their  affociates,  but  it  is  not  our  duty  to  pronounce  fen- 
tence  againft  them 

Leaving  the  painful  tafk,  therefore,  of  applying  the  law,  to  thofe  whole  fevere  duty 
it  is  to  apportion  the  punifhment  to  the  offence,  it  now  remains  to  enquire  how  we 
are  to  be  extricated  from  the  dreadful  calamities  in  which,  from  this  grofs  mif- 
management,  we  are  involved.  Since  the  chicanery  of  plauhble  orators  and  the 
cafuiffry  of  the  cloyfters  have  plunged  us  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery,  it  is  only  by  diredfly 
oppofite  means  that  we  can  hope  for  redemption.  That  virtue,  integrity,  and  abi- 
lity muff  therefore  be  called  forth,  which  is  always  boafted  but  feldom  pradlifed, 
and  it  muft  alfo  be  aided  by  that  powerful  religious  influence,  which  foftens  the 
obdurate  heart,  and  purifies  the  corrupt  mind  ; not  that  cruel  fyftern  propagated 
by  fire  and  fword,  which  eftablifhed  the  Inquifition  with  all  its  racks  and  tor- 
tures, which  didtated  the  horrid  maffacre  of  Saint  Bartholomew  at  Paris,  and 
the  yet  more  dreadful  Popifh  maffacre  of  Ireland,  and  for  which  Minifters, 
fuborned  by  Popifh  Miflionaries,  have  criminally,  though  unconfcioufly,  con- 
tended t;  but  that  religion  which  cometh  from  above,  which  is  pure,  peaceable, 
gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  entreated  j which  teaches  to  do  good  for  evil,  to  love 
thofe  that  hate  us,  and  to  pray  for  thofe  that  defpitefully  ufe  and  perfecute  us.  Inde- 

♦ Third  Letter  to  a Member  of  Parliament  on  the  Propofals  for  Peace  with  the  Regicide  Dircfloryof  France, 
f . 9 — 26,  27 — 66,  Sec, 

t Happily  for  mankind  the  wild  attempt  has  been  productive  of  dircClly  oppofite  confe(iucnccs.  Moft  of  the 
Fcclefiaftical  States  are  now  fccularifcd. 
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pendent  of  the  pure  principles  of  morality  which  it  inculcates,  it  comprehends  alfo 
the  foundeft  dictates  of  State-policy  ; and  in  conducSling  a war,  of  which  the  pre- 
tence is  to  maintain  religion  againft  athcifm,  it  would  not  have  been  unbecoming 
Statefmen  to  have  paid  fome  attention  to  that  facred  book,  not  denied  to  the  Laity 
in  this  free  country,  in  which  its  divine  precepts  are  contained. 

Though  the  principal  defign  of  this  Appeal  Is  to  demonllrate  .the  elTential  con- 
nection of  medicine  with  civil  government  and  military  operations,  it  would  be  a 
great  omillion  to  overlook  its  relation  to  the  Chriftian  religion. 

Before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  medicine  was  held  in  high  eftimatlon  in  Greece; 
and  Hippocrates,  who  then  prefided  at  the  temple  of  jTfculapius  on  the  ifland  of  Cos^ 
was  raifed  to  divine  honours  among  that  order  of  heroes  who,  for  their  fignal  fer- 
vices  to  mankind,  were  confidered  as  demigods.  But  notwithftanding  thefe  fignal 
fervices  Hippocrates  and  his  family  were  perfecuted,  plundered,  and  exiled  by  the 
demagogue  Pericles  and  his  fucceflbrs,  who  to  ftate  quackery  joined  medical  char- 
latanery.  Pericles  pretended  that  he  himfelf  underflood  medicine  ; and  could,  by  the 
i^elp  of  Herodicus  and  Aero,  ignorant  phyficians  who  were  then  in  fafhion  at 
Athens,  without  the  affiflance  of  Hippocrates,  direbl  the  medical  arrangements  of 
the  Grecian  army  and  navy.  Their  mifmanagement  occafioned  the  plague  at 
Athens,  which  is  elegantly  deferibed  by  Thucydides,  as  far  as  pertained  to  the  hiflo- 
rical  relation  of  the  fa£ls  he  records,  and  flill  more  accurately,  for  the  inftrublion  of 
phyficians,  by  Hippocrates,  and  his  fons  and  fcholars,  in  the  feven  books  of  obferva- 
tions  on  epidemic  difeafes,  as  is  more  fully  explained  in  a work  on  the  conneblion 
of  medicine  with  civil  government  and  military  operations,  of  which  the  publication 
has  hitherto  been  prevented  by  the  illiterate  impolicy  and  the  intriguing  tricaffery  of 
his  Majefty’s  fervants.  This  difeafe,  which  is  no  other  than  that  which  has  been 
difguifed,  confounded,  and  mifmanaged,  under  the  feveral  appellations  of  putrid  fever, 
petechial  fever,  typhus,  jail,  hofpital,  and  fliip  fever,  the' yellow  fever  of  Philadelphia 
and  of  the  Weft  Indies,  deftroyed  the  Grecian  army  and  navy  at  Syracufe,  after 
Theflalus  the  fon  of  Hippocrates,  who  had  preferved  the  Grecian  forces  by  flcill  and 
management,  was  driven  from  the  office  of  phyfician  to  that  expedition,  for  which 
his  father  had  fitted  him  out  with  all  the  neceftary  equipage  for  the  hofpital  fervicc 
at  his  own  expence.  v 

Before  the  time  of  Pericles,  medicine  was  only  pra6lifed  by  Princes  who  could 
trace  their  defeent  lineally  from  Hercules  or  A^Tculapius ; and  they  were  affifted  in 
the  inferior  departments  by  their  vaftals  or  flaves  ; and  kings  and  princes  eftablifhed 
their  power  and  confirmed  their  authority  by  adminiftering  to  their  fubjecSls  in  fick- 
nefs.  After  Pericles  had  intrigued  himfelf  into  the  clireblion  of  the  Athenian  go- 
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vernment,  he  alfo,  in  compliance  with  the  cufloms  of  the  times,  and  the  expe£lations 
of  the  people,  affecfled  to  confirm  his  authority  by  the  fame  means ; and  as  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  medical  or  chirurgical  fkili  were  utterly  unfounded,  his  arrogant  pre- 
fumption  tended  to  lell'en  the  importance  of  the  Royal  and  Noble  Phyficians  of 
Greece,  who  were  ufually  fovereigns  in  the  provinces  where  they  refided,  and  in- 
veiled  with  fupreme .civil  and  military  command.  Their  authority  and  importance 
was  ftill  further  abridged  when  Greece  was  conquered  by  PHILIP  OF  MACEDON. 

I 

Eut  Hippocrates  being  related,  by  blood,  to  the  royal  family  of  Macedon  phyfi- 
cians were  ftiii  held  in  the  highefl  eftimation  at  the  court  of  PHILIP,  and  of  his  fon 
ALEXANDER  ; but  when  Greece  was  conquered  by  the  Romans,  the  Royal  and 
Noble  Grecian  Phyficians  difdaining  to  become  fervants  under  a foreign  yoke,  the 
only  phyficians  the  Romans  had  were  thofe  flaves  and  vafials  who  had  a<Sled  in  their 
own  country  in  mean  fubordinate  flations,  and  whofe  ignorance  and  indecency 
determined  the  elder  Cato  to  advife  banifhing  them  from  Rome,  and  entirely  prohi- 
biting the  pradlice  of  medicine.  From  thence  medicine  gradually  declined  and 
.fell  into  difrepiite,  and  has  ever  fince  been  confidered  in  France,  and  particularly 
in  Italy,  as  a mean  employment.  One  trace,  however,  of  its  former  importance  was 
long  retained  at  the  court  of  England  and  France,  in  touching  for  the  King’s  evil, 
in  imitation  of  the  ancient  cuftom  of  attending  the  courts  of  the  princes  of  Greece 
for  the  cure  of  difeafes. 

/ 

But  in  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland,  about  the  time  of  Alexander,  300  years 
before  the  Chriftian  sera,  the  Kings  and  Nobles,  perhaps  defeended  from  Grecian 
anceftors,  and  following  their  example,  as  may  afterwards  be  more  fully  ex- 
plained in  the  work  already  mentioned,  Hill  continued  to  fludy  ^nd  to  pradfife  me- 
dicine f. 

From  the  refi:ri£flon  of  the  healing  art  to  particular  families,  alfo  originated  the 
popular  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  fuperlative  (kill  of  a feventh  Ton  ; a prejudice  ex- 
tremely abfurd  in  the  vulgar  acceptation,  but  well  founded  as  to  a perfon  to  whom 
the  multiplied  experience  in  his  family,  through  feven  generations  of  pra£lical  phy- 
ficians, had  been  tranfmitted  from  his  ancefiors  i of  which  fome  inftances  may 
Hill  be  found  in  modern  times. 

The  popular  prejudice  of  the  inherent  medical  fkili  in  great  leaders  and  Inflru£lors 

ThcfTali  Hippocratis  Filii  Oratio  ad  Athenienfes. 

+ Jofina  Rex  Scotorum  medicos  in  fummoi  honore  habuit,  quod  cum  cxularct  in  Hibernia  cum  pairs,  «i* 
'■aaxime  familiariter  fuiffet  ufus.  Brevi,  reliqua  Nobilitatc  in  Regis  mores  euntc,  fadtum  eft,  ut  nemo  effet  in 
Scotia  illuftriori  loconatus,  qui  vulnerum  curationem  non  teneret.  Reliquarum  enim  partium  medicinse  rare  turn 
»fu»  erat  apud  homines,  in  fumma  parfimonia  oducatos,  et  magnis  laboribus  exercltatos.  Buchanani  Rerum 
Scoticarum  Hiftoria,  lib.  v.  p.  lOi* 
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of  mankind  was  not  violated,  but  confirmed,  by  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel. 
Among  numerous  examples  of  the  aid  derived  from  it,  in  converting  the  people  to 
Chriftianity,  is  that  of  Paul,  the  Apoflle,  as  appears  by  the  hiftory  of  his  perfecution, 

Paul,  an  illuminated  Philofopher,  profound  Statefman,  and  pious  Chriftian, 
from  a violent  oppofer  of  Chriftianity  and  perfecutor  of  Chriftians,  was  converted  to 
a fincere  belief  of  the  Chriftian  dodfrines,  became  a faithful  follower  of  the  divine 
precepts  of  Chriftianity ; and  was,  in  his  turn,  perfecuted  by  the  fubaltern  Provincial 
Governors,  who  were,  as  ufual  with  public  officers  in  fubordinate  ftations,  more  im- 
perious, cruel  and  tyrannical  than  the  Emperor,  their  fovereign. 

O ! but  man,  proud  man, 

Clothed  in  a little  brief  authority. 

Plays  fuch  fantaftic  tricks  before  high  Heaven, 

As  makes  the  Angels  weep  I 

From  their  injuftice  and  oppreffion  Paul  had  appealed  to  Caefar,  and  was  fent  to 
Rome  in  irons,  to  be  judged  at  the  Imperial  Tribunal.  On  his  voyage  he  was 
Ihipwrecked  on  the  Ifland  Mellta  (the  modern  Malta).  And  it  came  to  pafs 
that  the  father  of  Publius,  the  chief  man  of  the  ifland,  lay  Tick  of  a fever  and 
“ bloody  flux,  to  whom  Paul  entered  in  and  prayed,”  as  was  the  cujloin  of  Hippo- 
crates*-y  ‘‘ and  layed  his  hands  on^him  and  healed  him.  So  when  this  was  done, 
“ others  alfo  who  had  difeafes  in  the  ifland  came,  and  were  healed  : who  alfo  ho« 
“ noured  Paul  and  his  companions  in  captivity  with  many  honours  \ and  when  they 
departed,  they  laded  them  with  fuch  things,  as  were  neceflary  f.  And  fome  be- 
lieved  the  things  which  were  fpoken,  and  fome  believed  not.  And  when  they 
agreed  not  among  themfelves,  they  departed,  after  that  Paul  had  fpoken  one 
word,  faying,  Go  unto  this  people,  and  fay.  Hearing  ye  fliall  hear,  and  ftiall  not 
underftand  ; and  feeing  ye  ftiall  fee,  and  not  perceive.  For  the  heart  of  the 
people  is  v/axed  grofs,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing,  and  their  eyes  they 
have  clofed : left  they  ftiould  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  hear  with  their  ears,  and 
underftand  v;ith  their  heart,  and  fbould  be  converted,  and  I ftiould  heal  them  J.” 

So  diametrically  oppofite  was  the  finifter  policy  of  thefe  infidels  to  the  humane 
didlates  of  Chriftianity,  and  its  pure  morality,  that  they  fcrupled  not,  in  the  viru- 
lence of  their  perfecution,  grofsly  imitated  by  unprincipled  fadlions  of  modern 
times,  wickedly  to  calumniate  this  profound  philofopher  as  a madman  § ! “As 

“ he 

* Thcffali  Oratlo.  + Ads  of  the  ApoftIes>  chap,  xxviii.  vcr.  7,  8,  9,  10,  Ib.  ver.  24,  25,  26,  27. 

^ This  feeble  ftratagem  has  ever  been  pradifed  by  unprincipled  Minifters  and  their  abjed  aiherents.  At  the 
decline  of  the  Roman  Empire  a poetical  parafite,  to  glofs  over  the  enormities  of  his  patrons  and  party,  repro- 
bated the  virtue  of  thofc  who  did  not  imitate  their  condud  nor  approve  their  vices,  as  a deranged  cxcefi  of  juftice 
and  found  judgment. 


Infani  fanus  nomen  ferat,  aequus  iniqui. 
Ultra  quam  fatis  eft,  vixlutem  ft  petat  ipfam. 
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he  thus  fpoke  for  himfelf,  I'eftus  faid,  with  a loud  voice,  Paul,, .thou  art  befide 
thyfelf : much  learning  doth  make  thee  mad/’  But  without  cenfuring  fuch  ig- 
ncrant  profligacy^  be  faid^  vjiih  that  Chrifian  meeknefs  that  overcoineth  evil  %vith  good^ 
I am  not  mad,  m.oft  Noble  Feflus;  but  fpeak  forth  the  words  of  truth  and 
fobernefs.  For  the  King  knoweth  of  thefe  things,  before  whom  I alfo  fpeak 
“ freely.  For  I am  perfuaded  none  of  thefe  things  are  hid  from  him  : for  this 
thing  was  not  done  in  a corner^. — And  when  he  had  thus  fpoken,  the  King  rofe 
up,  and  the  Governor,  and  Bernice,  and  they  that  had  fat  with  him  : and  when 
they  were  gone  afide,  they  talked  between  themfelves,  faying,  This  man  doth  no- 
thing  worthy  of  death,  or  of  bonds.  Then  faid  Agrippa  unto  Fedus,  This  man 
might  have  been  fet  at  liberty  if  he  had  not  appealed  unto  C^farf.” 

But  this  was  among  the  laft  inflances  of  the  excellence  and  efficacy  of  the  healing 
art,  which  funk  after  the  fall  of  the  Grecian  empire  into  infignificance  and  obfcurity  ; 
and  became,  during  the  dark  ages  of  ignorance  and  barbarifm,  not  only  ufelefs  but 
pernicious  to  mankind.  Yet  even  in  thefe  rude  times,  the  flaves  and  vaflals  of  the 
royal  and  noble  Grecian  ph}  ficians,  awkwardly  imitating  the  grandeur  and  magnifi- 
cence of  their  fovereigns,  inflituted  an  order  of  minus  dodli which,  without  any 
knowledge  of  the  original  eftablifhment,  has  been  ftill  more  awkwardly  imitated  by 
fome  modern  colleges,  who  have  eflablifhed  an  order  of  fubaltern  phyficians,  to  which 
fome  who  ought  to  have  been  better  taught  at  the  celebrated  univerfity  where  they 
obtained  their  diploma,  have  meanly  fubmitted,  and  thereby,  fo  far  as  is  in  their  power, 
have  degraded  and  difhonoured  that  alma  mater  to  which  they  owe  the  higheft  gratL 
tude  and  reverence,  and  whofe  juft  rights  they  are  bound  to  defend  ; fince,  avoiding 
the  fycophancy  of  the  Grecian  flaves  f , it  is  only  by  honourable  emulation  that  phy- 
iicians  can  become  refpeftable,  and  regain  for  their  art  that  importance  from  wLich 
it  has  been  degraded. 

In  humble  imitation,  therefore,  of  the  royal  and  noble  phyficians  of  Greece,  exalting 
themfelves  by  inherent  qualities,  which  neither  kings,  courts  nor  colleges  can  give  or 
can  deftroy,  let  their  only  errjulation  be,  who  fliall  moft  earneftly  labour  for  the  im- 
provement of  their  art,  and  its  moft  effedlual  application  to  promote  univerfal  hap- 
pinefs  and  comfort;  and  let  Heads  of  Colleges  no  longer  vainly  attempt  to  main- 

It  is  thus,  in  a degenerate  age,  that  the  finefl;  talents  are  perverted  to  the  moft  pernicious  purpofes.  Criminals 
arc  pompoufly  blazoned  in  meretricious  colours ; and  the  moft  illuftrious  charaders  are  afperfed  and  calumniated. 
If  there  are  any  parafitical  calumniators,  among  thofe  of  higher  rank  in  our  own  times,  may  ihcy  fee  their  error, 
and,  feeling  the  degradation  of  mean  vices,  and  that  virtue  alone  is  true  nobility,  reform  their  manners,  and 
vefume  the  real  dignity  of  man  ! 

♦ A6ts  of  the  Apoftlcs,  chap.  xxvi.  vcr.  24,  25,  26.  f Ib.  vcr.  30,  31,  32. 

i Craeculus  efuriens  in  calum  jufferis  ibit. 
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tain  an  aifumed  literary  fupremacy  by  palpable  plagiarifm,  the  mod  fordid  and  de- 
grading of  all  mean  vices;  and,  when  aggravated  by  feebly  dating,  w^ith  affedted 
fcrupulofity,  the  mod  important  fadls  already  clearly  demondrated,  of  the  mod  per- 
nicious confeqnence  to  the  highed  intereds  of  mankind. 

Note  M.  p.  60, 

The  examination  of  the  ancient  and  prefent  date  of  military  medical  arrangements 
in  the  principal  nations  of  Europe,  and  their  dependent  provinces  and  colonies,  has 
led  to  the  detedlion  of  grofs  and  mod  fatal  errors  in  the  pradlice  of  medicine,  and  of 
deep  criminality  and  awful  refponfibility  in  OiEcers  and  Miniders  of  State  * ; and  the 
late  melancholy  feene  in  Philadelphia  is  a difadrous  proof  of  the  calamities  aridng 
from  ancient  prejudices  formerly  univerfally  prevalent  in  Europe,  and  dill  unhappily 
entertained  by  the  mod  eminent  phyficians  in  America. 

An  account  of  that  univerfally  prevalent  difeafe,  which  is  the  principal  fubjedl  of 
thefe  obfervations,  as  it  appeared  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1793,  under 
the  appellation  of  the  bilious,  remitting,  yellow  fever  of  Philadelphia,  was  publifhed 
in  England  in  the  year  1794.  A commentary  on  that  fubje6t  was  immediately  pre- 
pared for  the  prefs ; but  the  condant  expence  of  this  invedigation,  to  which  a life 
of  no  fhort  duration  and  a fortune  not  Inconfiderable  have  been  devoted,  has  prevent- 
ed the  Author  from  applying  any  part  of  his  refources  to  any  other  purpofe  ; and 
that  fubjeeft  cannot  be  here  fully  explained.  It  may  therefore,  at  prefent,  be  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  the  narrative  gives  a melancholy  proof  of  the  weaknefs  of  human 
nature  ; fmee  from  an  intelligent  review  of  an  impredive  account  of  that  difeafe,  by 
a refpe£lable  humane  phyfician,  and  of  his  pra6lice  during  Its  prevalence,  of  his  dif- 
intereded  labours  for  the  prefervatlon  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  of  his  magnanimity 
in  freely  expofing  his  life  for  their  fervice,  it  is  Impoffible  not  deeply  to  lament  that, 
by  ancient  rooted  prejudices,  all  his  good  intentions  were  not  only  rendered  fruitlefs, 
but  that  his  efforts  only  tended  to  aggravate  the  calamities  he  laboured  to  avert,  and 
his  afliduous  endeavours  to  relieve  his  fellow-citizens  plunged  them,  by  the  mifap- 
plication  of  didinguifhed  talents,  into  deeper  didrefs.  Whoever  is  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  fubjecfl  mud  perceive,  that  the  difeafe,  originally  eafily  removed^ 

* Mr.  Pitt’s  con'duft,  when  In  office,  affords  a fplcndid  exception  to  this  general  profligacy,  and  an  irrefragable 
proof  of  the  univerfal  prevalence.-of  corruption.  He  folemnly  declared,  “ that  it  was  his  belief,  that  there  was 
**  a determined  refolution  againft  any  vigorous  exertion  of  the  national  power.  Nor  was  it  in  the  officers  alone 
“ that  indolence  and  neglect  appeared — thofe  who  filled  the  other  departments  of  the  military  fervice  Teemed  - 
**  to  be  affedbed  with  the  fame  indifference  : the  Vidtuallers,  Contradlors,  and  Purveyors  were  never  to  be 
**  found,  but,  on  occafion?,  for  their  ov/n  perfonal  advantage.  In  converfation  they  appeared  totally  ignorant 
<<  of  their  own  bufinefs.  The  extent  of  their  knowledge  went  only  to  the  making  of  falfe  accounts-  In  that 
**  fcience  they  were  adepts.”  How  much  have  we  degenerated  from  the  virtues,  and  how  far  have  we  exceed- 
ed the  profligacy  of  our  fathers!  If  departed  fpirits  are  permitted  to  review  this  world,  with  what  indignation 
aaaft  virtuous  Anceftois  look  dowT.  on  a degenerate  pofterity  ! 
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was  rendered  mortal  and  contagious,  as  on  all  fimilar  occafions,  of  which  nume- 
rous inftances  have  been  given,  by  the  fatal  influence  of  ancient  errors  and  preju- 
dices, which  have  been  univerflilly  prevalent  for  2000  years. 

Yet  thehiflory  of  that  difcafe,  and  of  the  miferies  to  which  it  gave  rife  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  are  fo  far  from  forming  an  exception  to  the  univerfal  fuccefs  of  a 
new  practice,  of  which  the  falutary  application  has  been  uniformly  demonftrated  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  which  would  have  been  univerfally  eflablifhed,  had  not  its 
progrefs  been  obflrudled  by  the  criminal  interference  of  thofe  in  this  country,  whofe 
duty  it  was  to  have  protedled  and  promoted  it  for  the  univerfal  benefit  of  mankind, 
that  it  affords  the  ftrongefl;  confirmation  of  the  evidence  already  publifhed  That 
the  comparifon  and  contrafl:  of  different  management  has  not  yet  removed  the  pre- 
judices of  the  able  and  worthy  Author  of  the  Account  of  the  Fever  in  Philadelphia, 
is  not  furprifing;  nor  does  it  detracl,  on  the  one  hand,  from  the  force  of  the 
evidence  ; nor  on  the  other,  from  the  ability  and  integrity  of  the  phyfician  ; fince 
the  fame  inveterate  prejudices,  pointed  out  by  the  great  Frederic  of  Pruflia  f,  long 
adhered  to  Sir  John  Pringle,  a phyfician  of  moft  accurate  obfervation,  and  of  the 
higheft  honour,  who  had  ftill  better  and  nearer  accefs  to  the  means  of  convidlion. 

Had  the  queftion  depended  on  ingenious  theory,  or  plaufible  reafoning,  or  on 
the  authority  of  thofe  by  whom  oppofite  opinions  had  been  held,  who  would 
have  been  entitled  to  enter  into  competition  with  the  illuftrious  Prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London,  or  the  celebrated  Profeffor  of  Medicine  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Pennfylvania  ? The  Author,  at  leaf!,  differing  on  fuch  ground,  would 
have  diftrufled  his  own  judgement.  But  fortunately  for  mankind  that  is  not 
noiv  the  ftate  of  the  queftion.  There  are  certain  truths  which,  unlefs  the  organs 
of  perception  are  difordered,  command  univerfal  affent.  Of  this  high  authority  are 
arithmetical  calculations,  by  which  this  queftion,  as  may  be  feen  by  confulting  the 
authorities  already  quoted,  has  many  years  ago  been  for  ever  fetat  reft;  and  amidft 
the  general  mortality,  which,  in  this  recent  inftance,  prevailed  in  Philadelphia,  the 
new  method  proved,  as  ufual,  completely  fticcefsful  ; as  is  unequivocally  attefted  by 
that  intelligent  Statefman,  Mr.  Hamilton,  late  Treafurer  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  Dr.  Stevens,  a fuccefsful  phyfician  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Croix,  then  on 
a vifit  at  Philadelphia  J,  who  cured  Mr,  Hamilton’s  family  by  the  method  recom- 
mended in  the  works  already  mentioned ; and  Dr.  Kuhn,  a judicious  phyfician  at 

* S*e  Obftrvations  on  the  prcvailrng  Difeafes  in  Great  Britain — Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difcafc!  in 
the  Army,  and  on  the  fame  fubjed  during  the  American  War.  Dr.  Clarke’s  Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  in 
long  Voyages  in  hot  Climates.  Dr.  Robertfon’s  Journal  during  various  Sea  Voyages — his  Obfervations  on  (he 
jail,  Hofpital,  or  Ship  Fever ; and  Mr.  Reide's  View  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army. 

f See  this  Appeal,  chap.  xi.  p.  40. 

X Dr.  Rulh  on  the  Fever  of  Philadelphia,  p.  214—216. 
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Philadelphia,  who  puifned  the  fame  method,  with  the  fame  uniform  fuccefs ; while 
one  of  his  patients  falling,  during  Dr.  Kuhn's  ficknefs,  under  Dr.  Rufh’s  care,  fell  a 
vidllm  to  the  oppofite  management  which  he  flrenuoufly  recommended 

But  while  the  fuccefs  of  the  new  pra£lice  was  demonftrated,  ‘‘  having  eyes  and 
feeing  not,  left  they  (hould  be  converted  and  healed,*’  the  moft  eminent  phyficians 
in  Philadelphia,  infatuated  by  ancient  prejudices  f,  infifted,  as  the  celebrated  Sir 
John  Pringle  had  done  before  them,  that  the  fuccefsful  method,  though  under  the 
fame  circumftances,  at  the  fame  time  and  place,  had  been  applied  to  a milder  dif- 
eafe  ; and  thus  became  more  and  more  confirmed  in  their  antient  prejudices.  But 
this  fallacy  has  been  fo  often  and  fo  completely  refuted,  that  it  is  now  only  necelTary 
to  add,  that  the  violent  fymptoms  held  out  by  unfuccefsful  phyficians  as  a proof  of 
difllmilarity  are  of  their  own  creation,  ahd  never  appear  when  the  new  method  of 
cure  is  early  applied,  and  firmly  and  judicioufly  purfued 

In  the  year  1793,  it  appeared  that  the  phyfician  under  whofe  management  the 
fever  ofPniladelphia  had  become  malignant  and  contagious,  and  was  declared  by  him 
mortal  and  incurable  ; who  had  implored  the  citizens  to  leave  the  city,  and  after- 
ward,  on  as  flight  grounds,  fuppofed  that  he  had  difeovered  a new  and  infallible  re- 
medy, was  alike  miftaken  in  both  opinions  §.  What  has  now  again  happened,  not- 
withftanding  the  difeovery  of  a new  and  infallible  remedy,  which  was  no  other  than 
the  old  remedy  in  a new  form,  by  the  ufe  of  which  the  unfortunate  city  of  Phila- 
delphia has  again,  in  the  year  1797,  been  plunged  into  its  former  abyfs  of  mifery^ 
ought,  as  a complete  confirmation  of  the  evidence  already  ftated,  entirely  to  eradu 
cate  antient  prejudices,  and  open  the  breafts  of  all  opponents  to  well-grounded  co-n- 
vidlion. 

The  practice  of  Dr.  Rufh,  whofe  influence  and  authority  are  great,  feems  to  have 
pervaded  America,  and  to  have  added  greatly  to  the  virulence,  contagion,  and  raor* 
tality  of  the  difeafe.. 

At  this  period  of  the  year  it  may,  perhaps,  have  abated  fpontaneoully ; but  from' 
accounts  Juft  received  here  (November  14,  1797),  the  yellow  fever  continued  its 
dreadful  ravages  at  Philadelphia.  Within  the  city,  which  is  almoft  deferred,  from 
17  to  24  perfons  are  buried  daily,  and  great  numbers  in  the  camps  pitched  without 
the  city,  of  which  no  returns  are  given. 

« Dr.  Rufti,  p.  213,  214,  304,  305. 

4 Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Nary,  p.  15c— 166,  and  p.  290. 

;|;  Compare  Dr.  Rufh’s  Account,  p.  304 — 3r8,  with  Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafci  ih' 

. Army  and  Navy,  prefented  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Majefty’i  Armies,  ia  March  1779,  Proof' 

pads,  chap.  vii.  p.  290, 

^ Dr- Ruih,.  g.  14,  15— -a6,  196—264, 
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It  continues  to  make  great  ravages  in  the  middle  part  of  the  United  States  : in 
many  principal  places  of  Pennfylvania,  the  inhabitants  have  deferted  their  dwellings 
as  contagious,  and  live  in  temporary  erecflions  in  the  open  fields.  Twenty  phyfi- 
clans,  at  leaft,  have  left  Philadelphia.  The  difeafe  has  broken  out  at  Providence  and 
Newport  Ifland,  and  is  carrying  off  great  numbers.  It  has  appeared  at  Alexandria, 
and  at  the  devoted  city  of  Baltimore,  where  an  Irifh  pbyficianjdevoted  to  the  mercu« 
rial  pradlice,  lately  fettled,  has  carried  off  400  perfons. 

It  v/asin  November  1797  imported  into  this  country,  but  its  progrefs  has  been 
arrefted,  not  by  the  means  authorized  by  Government,  but  by  the  gradual  preva- 
lence of  falutary  management ; which,  notwithftanding  the  obflinate  refinance  of 
his  Majefty’s  fervants,  is  gaining  ground  in  private  practice,  efpecially  among  the 
lower  order  of  practitioners,  who,  being  uncontrolled  and  uncontaminated  by  fupe- 
rior  authority,  are  lefs  liable  than  their  fuperiors  to  be  perverted  by  corrupt  in- 
fluence, 

4 

About  the  fame  time  the  fame  difeafe  was  imported  from  St.  Domingo;  one  or 
two  of  thofe  who  were  firfl;  feized  died  ; but,  a proper  method  of  cure  being  adopted, 
the  difeafe  was  foon  fuppreffed.  Several  fimilar  inflances  of  imported  contagion 
have  occurred,  of  which  there  was  an  example,  in  the  month  of  April  1794,  of 
contagion  communicated  from  the  fick  fent  from  the  army  on  the  Continent,  and 
feveral  perfons  fuddenly  and  unexpedledly  becoming  vidlims.  The  following  notice 
was  fent  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ; 

Sir, 

Notwithflanding  the  apathy  with  which  all  information  concerning  the  prevention 
cf  difeafe  has  been  received,  and  the  extraordinary  manner  in  which  thofe  by  w^hom 
it  has  been  given  have  been  treated,  I confider  it  an  indifpenfible  duty  to  inform 
YOU,  Sir,  that  a difeafe  has  appeared  in  town,  undoubtedly  originating  in  the  navy 
and  military  hofpitals,  which  is  likely  to  become  prevalent  in  town  and  country, 
unlefs  proper  meafures  are  fpeedily  taken  to  check  its  progrefs,  and  reftrain  its 
virulence. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  kc.  kc. 

This  notification  was  received  with  the  mofl;  callous  indifference.  The  pride  of 
office  rejedled  all  Information  that  was  not  officially  prompted,  or  did  not  quadrate 
with  corrupt  political  combinations.  Perifh  the  people  ! let  the  infallibility  of 
office  ever  be  held  in  reverence!  But  the  fkill  and  attention  of  private  pradlitioners 
arrefled  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  and  preferved  the  inhabitants  of  London  and 
Weftminfter  from  the  calamities  to  which  they  were  cruelly  expofed  by  the  pride,’ 
negligence,  and  callous  inhumanity  of  the  public  fervants,  whofe  duty  it  was  to 

have 
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have  attended  to  every  information  on  a fubje^f  of  fuch  importance,  however  in- 
confiderable  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was  tranfmitted  ; or  however  odious  to  political 
intriguers. 

Their  influence  has  not,  however,  been  fo  baneful  in  private  practice  and  domeflic 
life,  as  in  the  public  fervice.  The  improved  pra(£lice,  not  only  without  their  aflifl:- 
ance,  but  under  their  perfecution,  is  gradually  pervading  the  kingdom  ; and  though 
they  may,  perhaps,  on  more  fober  refledbion,  recolledb  numerous  inflances  in  higher 
life  of  perfons,  \vho,  like  Mira  beau  have  fallen  vidbims  to  political  intrigue, 
which  now  banefully  alFedls  private  comfort ; thofe  in  humble  flations,  formerly  the 
chief  vidbims  of  contagion  and  pernicious  medical  arrangements,  have,  on  many  late 
occafions,  reaped  the  benefit  of  improvements  in  medicine,  of  v>^hich  their  fuperiors, 
and  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  the  flower  of  the  Britiih  youth  have  inhumanely 
been  deprived  j and  the  Author  does  not  hefitate  to  aver  his  perfedb  convidbion, 
that  if  thofe  in  the  higheft  rank  had  the  privilege  allowed  to  the  meaneft  peafant 
of  choofing  their  medical  attendants,  his  Majefty’s  faithful  fubjecls  would  not  have 
been  alHidted  by  the  fevere  fufFerings  he  underv/ent. 

Of  the  numerous  examples  of  the  conftant  and  uniform  fuccefs  of  the  pradbice 
which  Minifters  have  ufed  all  their  power  and  influence  to  fupprefs,  it  may  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  mention  one  in  the  inferior  departments  of  the  profeflion,  where  it  is  com- 
pared with  the  pradbice  generally  purfued.  Mr.  Thomas  Parker,  a furgeon  at 
Woburn,  gives  a plain  and  fim.ple  account  of  thealmofl:  univerfal  mortality  of  fevers 
under  the  old  pradbice,  as  well  when  adminiflered  by  himfelf  as  under  the  diredlion 
of  phyficians.  v 

His  firfl:  cafe  is  that  of  a healthy  young  man,  of  Woburn,  who  under  the  leafl 
pernicious  mode  of  the  old  pradbice,  that  is,  an  emetic,  antimonial  medicines,  neu- 
tral falts  and  rhubarb,  died  on  the  27th  of  Augiifi,  1790.  On  this  cafe,  after  having, 
experienced  the  cflicacy  of  an  oppofite  method  of  cure,  he  obferves,  W ere  a fimilar 

cafe  to  come  under  my  care,  1 ihould  immediately  treat  it  with  bark  and  wine.” 

His  fecond  cafe  was  that  of  a young  gentleman  of  Woburn,  who  was  blooded 
both  generally  and  topically,  took  an  emetic  and  a purgative,  James’s  Powder,  with, 
the  faline  mixture,  under  the  diredlion  of  a phyfician,  who,  being  of  opinion  the  cafe 
was  going  on  very  well,  recommended  perfeverance  in  the  fame  treatment.  The 
young  gentleman  became  refliefs,  watchful,  and  at  length  delirious  ; and  in  eight 

days,  from  the  time  Mr.  Parker  faw  him,  he  died. 

\ 

This  cafe  n;ade  a ftrong  imprefllon  on  Mr.  Parkei’^s  mind,  gave  him  a very  un- 


* Seep.  64—73, 
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favourable  opinion  of  the  antiphlogiftic  treatment,  and  led  him  to  make  it  almofl 
the  confi-ant  fubjedl  of  his  thoughts. 

H is  third  cafe  is  that  of  a young  man  who,  being  very  Tick,  had  taken  an  emetic 
before  Mr.  Parker  faw  him.  Six  or  eight  leeches  were  applied  every  day  to  the 
head,  and  the  antiphlogiftic  method  v/as  ftri<flly  followed,  notv/ithftanding  which 
he  grew  delirious.  A phyfician  was  called  in,  w’ho  ordered  the  temporal  arteries 
to  be  immediately  opened ; he  bled  freely,  became  very  Tick,  and  died  in  a few  hours. 

‘‘  Were  another  cafe,’*  obferves  Mr.  Parker,  ‘‘  to  occur  to  me  like  the  prefent, 
and  indeed  fome  have,  I would  not  give  an  emetic,  or  bleed,  or  give  antimonial 
‘‘ faline  medicines;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I fhould  begin  iminediately  (without 
“ what  are  called  preparatives)  with  the  bark  and  port-wine,  having  already  feen 
too  much  of  the  little  good  to  be  derived  from  the  old  treatment 

The  fymptoms,  treatment  and  fatal  termination  in  the  fourth  cafe  w'ere  exa£l:iy 
fimilar.  The  uniform  fatality  of  the  general  pra£iice  dwelt  on  Mr.  Parker’s  mind; 
but  he  ftill  had  doubts  concerning  the  propriety  of  employing  the  Peruvian  bark, 
until  a good  opportunity  occurred  of  putting  it  to  the  tefl.  A poor  woman  at 
‘‘  Fenny  Stratford  recovered  with  difficulty  of  a ftow  fever,  under  the  ufe  of  anti- 
monial  and  faline  medicines.  Soon  after  one  of  her  daughters  fell  ill,  and  her 
“ hufband  alfo,  and  both  died  under  the  fame  treatment,  in  about  forty-eight  hours. 
Another  fon  and  daughter  fell  ill  of  the  fame  fever,  and,  likewife,  a poor  family 
near  to  them,  in  which  w^ere  ill  the  mother  and  fix  children.  Here  I changed,  for 
“ the  firft:  time,  my  pradlice  from  antimonial  and  faline  medicines  to  bark  and 
“ wine  f . Although  moH  of  thcfe  were  very  delirious,  and  notwithftanding  that 
all  of  them  (nine  in  number)  had  remarkably  threatening  fymptoms,  yet  none  of 
“ them  died.  AW  of  them  took  plentifully  of  bark  in  fubflance  and  red  port.”  (Sec 
Mr.  Parker’s  Pra6lical  Treatife  on  Fever,  p.  42,  43  ; — and  a fimilar  example  in 
Obfervations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  p.  157 — 167. 
chap.  viii.  containing  fifteen  Cafes,  demonftrating  the  different  effedt  of  different 
methods  of  treating  Fevers  in  London,  in  the  year  1775.) 

Mr.  Parker,  after  relating  ten  cafes,  all  of  which,  excepting  one,  terminated  fa- 
vourably under  the  new  management,  concludes  “ by  exprefling  deep  concern  that  he 
“ did  not  know  the  pradfice  before,  as  he  is  perfuaded  it  would  have  prolonged  fome 

The  general  prevalence  of  this  fever,  and  the  fuccefs  of  this  praifice,  is  dated  almod  in  the  fame  words  in 
Oofervations  on  the  Adhma,  p.  lo,  it,  publidied  by  the  Author  in  1768. 

-f  See  a Pra<dical  Treatife  on  Fever,  by  Thomas  Parker,  p.  60, — See  Obfervations  on  the  Prevailing  Difeafes  ia 

. / 

Creat  Britain,  p.  71— 76, 


“ lives 


PR.OOFSANDllyL/Uo'Yix**_fT'To»^tc! 

lives  which  would  have  been  an  ornament  to  foclety/’  (Mr.  Parker’s  Treatife, 
page  88.) 


When  truth  is  dlfcovered,  the  more  it  is  examined,  the  more  firmly  it  is  efiablifhed. 
It  is  more  than  19  years  fince  the  decreafe  in  the  bills  of  mortality  was  foretold  froiix 
an  improved  management  of  fevers  * ; and  in  fa£l:  the  increafe  and  decreafe  have  at  all 
times  exactly  correfponded  with  the  falutary  or  pernicious  management  of  difeafes. 
The  bills  are  by  no  means  correct  regifiers,  but  they  fufHciently  indicate  the  general 
average  in  grofs  numbers.  Though  the  population  of  London  is  certainly  increafed, 
and  though,  from  mal-adminiftration,  the  mortality  in  the  army  and  navy  has  ex- 
ceeded all  former  example,  yet  in  the  laft  year’s  bill  of  mortality  the  deaths  are  de- 
creafed  2274.  But  through’  the  whole  of  this  enquiry  it  has  appeared,  that  obllinate 
prejudices,  efpecially  when  adopted  by  political  parties,  are  not  to  be  overcome  by 
the  cleareft  demonfiradon. 


f 


The  ufual  evafion,  however,  of  dogmatically  pronouncing  a method  of  cure  fuc- 
cefsfully  applied  in  the  humid  air  of  Fenny  Stratford,  improper  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don and  in  a dry  atmofphere,  cannot  be  advanced  with  the  fame  prefumptlon  as 
formerly,  fince  the  pradlice  has  now  been  amply  proved  in  all  parts  of  the  world, 
(See  Management  of  Difeafes  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  in  the  American  War, 
pafllm.)  The  ufual  charge  of  Empiricifm  brought  by  the  dogmatical  Empirics,  by 
far  the  mofi:  dangerous  of  that  fe£f,  will  now  be  brought  in  vain,  as  well  as  the 
fpecious  objedlion  againft  curing  all  fevers,  which  have  been  fuppofed  entirely  dif- 
fimilar,  by  one  method  of  cure.  No  fkilful  phyfician  will  deny  that  fevers  fometimes, 
though  very  rarely,  appear,  which  require  different  management ; and  it  would  be 
prefumptuous  to  give  diredfions  to  learned  and  experienced  phyficians : but  it  may  be 
permitted  to  obferve,  that  we  are  all  bounel  down  by  ancient  prejudices,  which  few 
Lave  ftren^th  to  overcome;  and,  fuch  prejudiced  perfons  being  incompetent  judges, 
it  is  as  imprope-T  that  a judge  (hould  be  placed  on  the  bench  in  fetters,  as  that  a 
prifoner  fhould  be  brought  to  the  bar  in  irons.  But  if  the  MINUS  DOCTI,  ac- 
cording to  modern  cuftom,  direiSlly  oppofite  to  that  of  ancient  Greece,  are  ftill  to 
pra6i:ife  medicine,  there  can  be  no  hefitation  in  advifing  them,  never  to  attempt  to 
difcrlminate  f . 


Though  the  Minifters  of  the  Athenian  Republic,  like  thofe  of  other  countries 
in  fimilar  cafes,  perfecuted  Hippocrates  and  his  family  ; yet  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  of  ancient  Greece  were  entirely  in  favour  of  Royal  and  Noble  Phyficians ; 
and  the  Senate  of  Athens,  with  impartial  jufiice  and  liberality,  gave  the  highefl:  tefii- 

■*  Obfevvations  on  the  Management  of  Difeafes  in  Great  Britain,  particularly  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  part  ii. 
chap.  xiv.  p.  207. 

i Obfervaiiocs  on  the  Management  of  Difcafe#  in  the  Army  and  Nafy.  Proof  of  Faffs,  chap.  yii.  p.  290. 
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mony  of  approbation  and  gratitude  for  their  public  fervices.  After  three  years^ 
travels,  voluntarily  undertaken  to  inveftigate  popular  maladies,  Hippocrates  delivered' 
the  firft  and  third  book  of  epidemic  difeafes,  the  refult  of  his  perfonal  obfervation  and 
experience,  to  the  Senate,  who,  in  return  for  his  difinterefted  public  fervices,  decreed 
that  thefe  valuable  treafures  (hould  be  depofited  in  the  public  archives,  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind  to  all  future  ages,  and  adjudged  to  him  the  honorary  prize  of  a thoufand  pieces 
of  gold,  deftined  as  a reward  to  the  citizen  who  fhould  perform  the  higheft  fervice  to 
the  State.  But  in  this  free  country,  celebrated  throughout  the  world  for  juftice  and 
generofity,  an  enquiry  on  the  fame  fubjeif,  not  officicufly  obtruded  on  the  public, 
but  dutifully  carried  on,  at  great  private  expence,  in  obedience  to  the  higheft  com- 
mand,  for  twenty  years,  under  a facred  pledge  of  the  national  honour,  has,  under  the 

t 

prefent  Adminiftration,  been  requited  only  by  perfecution ; while  Minifters,  who 
have  expended  no  private  fortune  in  the  public  fervice,  and  had  none  to  expend, 
when  judges  in  their  own  caufe,  declare  that  the  fabrics  of  public  offices,  which 
have  by  their  mifmanagement  been  rendered  pernicious  to  the  State,,  are  more  in- 
violable than  private  property  or  freehold  eftates. 

“ Some  queftion,”  it  was  ftated  in  a Great  Affembly  % has  arifen  as  to  the  diffie- 
rence  between  offices  and  eftates.  I am  free  to  fay,”  exclaimed  the  orator,  “ that,, 
in  my  opinion,  the  former  is  held  by  the  ftronger  tenure.  With  regard  to  thofe 
who  hold  high  offices  in  the  State,  the  Houfe,  I truft,  will  confider  the  importance 
of  their  truft — the  degree  of  labour — their  neceftary  qualifications,  and  the  rank  in 
life  they  muft  necelTarily  fuftain.  The  official  income  which  they  receive,  is  by. 
no  means  deftined  for  their  perfonal  enjoyment.  If  it  was  not  thought  neceftary 
that  they  fhould  maintain  certain  appearances,  they  might  part  with  their  fervants 
without  experiencing  any  great  privation:  but  if  it  is  neceftary  to  the  general  plan 
of  foclety  that  they  fhould  appear  on  a level  wdth  other  perfons  j if,  in  a free  country 
like  this,  there  ftiould  be  certain  gradations,  what  then  becomes  of  the  policy  of 
the  queftion  ? On  this  fubjeSl  no  man  could  /peak  more  difmterejledly  than  hi7nfelf^. 
Why  attack  them  dire£lly,  or  lay  a heavier  burden  on  them  than  on  thoje  who  have 
done  nothing  P If  they  were  not  entitled  to  favourable  notice,  why  make  againft 
them  unfavourable  diftin£lions 

Deeply  impreffed  v^ith  a due  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  very  able  and  liberal  affift- 
ance  with  which  he  has  been  honoured  by  many  gentlemen  of  the  medical  profeffion, 
to  whom  he  entreats  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  this  opportunity  of  refpecifully 
offering  his  beft  thanks  j and  confeious  how  little  his  individual  exertions  could  have 
availed  in  completing  the  great  work  in  which  he  has  long  been  zealoufly  engagedj 
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ft  would  not  become  the  author  to  compare  his  very  imperfe(5l  public  fervices,  not 
officioufly  obtruded,  but  dutifully  performed  in  obedience  to  the  higheft  command 
with  thofe  of  his  formidable  adverfaries,  who,  with  immaculate  purity^  dlfmterejledly 
intrigued  themfehes  into  office^  io  enjoy  its  emoluments  for  the  good  of  their  country^ 
and  have  now  determined,  without  any  acknowledgment  of  the  prerogative  f,  ra- 
ther than  their  gains  thould  be  diminithed,  and  their  State  importance  humbled  by 
frankly  confeffing  their  errors,  and  giving  place  to  others  who  might  manage  the 
war  more  fuccefsfully,  to  continue  it  with  its  worft  chances,  under  the  prefent  per- 
nicious medical  arrangements,  though  they  knew  nothing  by  which  they  could 
“ flate  to  tbemfelves  a probability  of  the  conteft  terminating  in  our  favour  J,”  ever 
attentive  to  the  worldly  wife  maxim, 

QU^RENDA  PECUNIA  PRIMUM,  VIRTUS  POST  NUMMOS. 

Yet  the  contrail  of  enormous  rewards  on  one  hand,  and  a moil  virulent  perfecution 
on  the  other  ||,  demonftrates  that  the  recompenfe  and  remuneration  of  perfonal 
merit  and  of  public  fervices  has  not  been  diredled  by  due  reverence  to  the  KingJ, 
a facred  regard  to  the  Conftitution,  and  a juft  fenfe  of  public  intereft  and  national 
honour ; but  by  a fyftem  of  corruption,  under  an  exprefs  confpiracy  to  affume 
A SELF-EXISTENT,  INHERENT  POWER,  INDEPENDENT  OF  THE 
NOMINATION  OF  KINGS  OR  THE  ELECTION  OF  THE  PEOPLE^. 

« 

To  the  national  difhonour  and  degradation,  a double  robbery  has  thus  been  com- 
mitted, by  depriving  an  individual  of  his  property  while  employed,  under  the  fo*» 
lemn  pledge  of  national  honour,  in  the  moft  important  public  fervices,  and  exhauft- 
ing  the  Treafury,  by  ifliiing  enormous  SUMS  to  thofe  CONSPIRATORS  by 
whom  thefe  fervices  have  been  rendered  deftruElive  of  the  national  force,  and  perni- 
cious to  the  public  ! ! ! 

Though  the  fecret  fprings  of  this  tyrannical  Oligarchy  were  concealed,  overt  adls 
betrayed  the  confpiracy ; and,  in  the  difeharge  of  indifpenfible  public  duty,  it  was 
folemnly  denounced  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  May  26th,  1 792**,  to  his  Majefty  in 
Council  on  September  2ift,  1792  ft,  in  a Letter  to  a Noble  Lord  on  September  7th, 
1793^1,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  again,  on  October  14th,  1793  |1||  j in  a Humble 

* See  this  Appeal,  p.  3.  74—85. 

f This  obftinate  perfeverance  in  the  exercife  of  an  inherent,  felf-exiitent  power,  independent  of  the  nomi*- 
nation  of  Kings,  or  the  eledlion  of  the  People,  which  has  already  fpread  havoc,  ruin,  and  devaftation  through^ 
outthe  world,  and  is  now  pompoufiy  vaunted  with  puerile  levity,  is,  at  thiscrifis,  moft  unfeeling,  obdurate,  arrogant-, 
and  audacisus  j a temper  of  mind  directly  oppofite  to  that  by  which  alone  we  can  be  refeued  from  our  prefent 
?amities. 

^ Mr.  Pitt’s  Speech  Nov.  10,  *797,?.  25,  — and  Jan,  5,  1798. 

I Appeal,  p.  5—8.  ^ ib.  p.  3,  7,  19,  2c,  23,  57,  73-— 82,  &co  II  lb.  p.  9S<—ioa,  Ib.  p.  So,  8r. 

ft  Ib.  p.  86.  lb.  p,  87,  ||!1  Ib,  w,  90. 
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Petition  to  theHoufe  of  Commons  on  March  24th,  1797  and  in  a Memorial  to 
his  Majefly  in  Council,  in  the  beginning  of  September,  1797.  The  previous  fteps 
which  led  to  this  affumption  of  arbitrary  power,  were  many  years  ago  reprobated 
by  a great  Statefman,  who,  from  a Rate  of  deplorable  corruption  and  abje£t  humili- 
ation, exalted  his  country  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  glory;  and  whofe  indignant 
fpirit  now  loudly  reproaches  thofe  by  whom  it  has  again  been  humiliated  and  de- 
graded. STATESMEN  ! hearken  to  his  warning  voice  ; for  if  you  hearkeiTnot  to 
his  teftamentary  oracles,  neither  would  you  hear  though  he  fhould  rife  again  from  the 
Dead  ! ! 1 

‘‘  When  I confider,”  he  tells  you  in  his  Political  Teftament,  the  whole  cafe,  I am 
not  aftoniflied  that  men  who  hate  liberty  fhould  deteR  thofe  that  prize  it or  that 
‘‘  thofe  who  want  virtue  themfelves,  fhould  perfecute  thofe  who  polTefs  it.  Were  I 
dlfpofed  to  profecute  the  theme,  I could  demonftrate,  that  the  whole  of  your  po- 
litical  condudl  has  been  one  continued  ferles  of  weaknefs,  temerity,  defpotifoj 
ignorance,  futility,  negligence,  blundering,  and  the  moft  notorious  fervility,  in- 
‘‘  capacity  and  corruption.  But  I mufl  allow  you  one  merit,  a ftridb  attention  to 
“ your  own  interefts ; in  that  view,  you  appear  found  Statefmen  and  able  Politi- 
cians.  I do  not  call  for  vengeance  f on  the  heads  of  thofe  who  have  been  guilty ; 
I only  recommend  to  them  to  make  their  retreat ; let  them  walk  off,  and  let  them 
make  hafle,.  or  they  may  be  allured  that  fpeedy  and  condign  punilhment  will  over- 
take  them.” 

The  whole  of  this  folemn  addrefs,,  and  indeed  every  word  that  fell  from  that  virtu- 
ous and  enlightened  PATRIOT,  is  worthy  to  be  engraved  on  the  living  tablet  of  the 
heart.  Would  to  God  his  magnanimity,  difintereRednefs,  vigilance,  intuitive  pene- 
tration, and  found  abilities,  had  defeended  to  his  pofterity : ,or  that  the  well-earned 
popularity  derived  from  the  great  fervices  he  rendered  to  his  King  and  Country 
had  not  devolved  on  his  defeendants,  and  deluded  the  People  of  England  to  their 
KUIN  ! 1 

In  difeharging  this  fevere  duty^at  this  dangerous  crifis,  when  all  is  at  Rake,  and 
all  are  indlfpenfably  bound  to  lend  their  utrnoR  exertions  for  the  public  fafety,  the 
Appellant's  aim  has  been  to  convince,  and  not  to  irritate  or  offend.  He  has  indeed 
freely  expreffed  his  deteRation  of  the  mean  degrading  vices  it  has  been  his  duty  to- 
dete<ft.  Feeling  in  his  breaR,  though  without  private  or  perfonal  refentment,  a Rat 
refutation  of  the  calumnies  levelled  againR  himfelf,  and  the  moR.  decided  abhor-- 
rence  of  a deep  confpiracy  againR  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  and  the  liberties  of 

^ See  this  Appeal,  p.  6,  7. 

\ The  eatiy  deviationa  from  thefe  wife,  moderate  and  firm  councils  may  be  traced  at  p.  57  of  this  Appeal, 
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the  People  j of  the  concealments,  mifreprefentatlons,  and  Life  accufations  which 
have  been  pracTfed,  and  of  the  crimes  which  have  been  committed  to  deceive,  de- 
lude, and  betray  the  nation;  he  may  have  been  led  inadvertently  into  intemperate 
expreflions  ; but  if  any  fuch  (hould  have  efcaped  him,  however  he  may  have  been 
provoked  by  aggreffion,  he  thus  publicly  retradls  and  difavows  them  ; and  fhould  ex- 
tremely regret  to  have  offended  any  impartial,  unprejudiced  individual  : but  for  a 
juft  indignation  againft  atrocious  crimes,  however  high  the  criminal,  he  has  no  apo- 
logy to  make,  his  duty  dire6ling  him  to  touch  the  heart,  if  it  is  not  impenetrable, 
in  hopes  of  reclaiming  the  criminals.  To  the  inveterate  prejudices,  and  the  obfti- 
nacy  of  fadlious  combinations,  whether  of  thofe  in  or  out  of  office,  and  to  thofe 
who  are  now  calling  out  for  that  affiftance  and  unanimity  they  difdainfully  rejedfed, 
when  it  might  have  faved  this  country  from  its  prefenr  calamities,  and  impending 
dangers,  he  does  not  appeal  ! 


By  artfully  concealing  official  malverfation  under  a veil  of  afteefted  zeal  for 
the  conftitution,  and  infidioully  reprefenting  a dutiful  refiftance  to  their  pernicious 
meafures,  as  a proof  of  difloyalty  and  difaffedfion  to  the  government,  the  officers 
and  minifters  of  the  crown  have  eredted  a tower  of  ftrength  for  themfelves,  and 
a mafqued  battery  againft  all  whom  they  reprobated.  Falfe  accufations  have 
thus  been  advanced,  and  illegal  proceftes  and  confifeations  ilTlied  and  executed, 
againft  thofe  whom  they  opprefled  and  perfecuted,  while  juft  complaints  againft 
themfelves  have  been  fupprefled  *.  But  by  no  artifice  can  the  public  fervants  and 

their 


* Do  you  not  confult  your  prlefts  ? faid  James  II.  to  the  Spanlfh  AmbafTador.  We  do,  replied  the  fagacious 
Statefman,  and  our  affairs  fucceed  accordingly.  Mature  experience  would  have  repelled  the  fycophancy  of 
fuch  jefuitical  councils,  flattering  to  the  juvenile  pampered  pride  of  uninformed  flate  importance,  and  hif- 
tory  would  have  demonftrated,  that  oppreflbrs  and  perfccutors  often  become,  in  their  turn,  vitlims  of  their  own 
flagitious  meafures.  See  pages  io6,  107,  109,  and  no.  The  anarchy  that  has  now  pervaded  Europe  was 
forefeen  and  prognofticated  by  profound  politicians,  under  the  adminiftration  of  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  foon  after 
the  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits  from  France.  A letter  from  Rome,  dated  May  27,  1768,  and  publifhed  at  Paris, 
in  which  the  prefent  calamities  are  pointedput,  concludes  thus  : “ Profound  politicians  are  ftill  able  to  trace 
“ in  our  diffenfions  the  pencil  of  Loyola.  In  the  extremity  to  which  the  Jefuits  are  reduced,  it  is  their  intereft 
**  to  excite  troubles  and  diffenfions  in  all  parts,  to  agitate  Europe,  in  every  fenfe,  in  order  to  endeavour  to  refume 
their  fituatioxn,  and  regain  the  ground  they  have  loft.  It  would  not,  therefore,  be  a matter  of  furprife,  if  they 
“ flrould  foment  difeord  in  the  councils  of  Princes,  and  iR  after  having  armed  the  POPE  with  Anathemas,  they 
fhould  endeavour  to  make  tools  of  KINGS  or  their  MINISTERS,  and  arm  them  with  their  thunder.  What 
**  will  be,  the  refult  of  all  thefe  exertions  ? Let  us  not  foreftall  events,  hut  their  reiloration  would  certainly  be 
more  aflonilhing  than  their  fall.”  They  ufually  conceal  their  confpiracies  againft  eftablifticd  Governments,  un- 
der a mafijue  of  civil  policy,  and  often  by  an  affedled  zeal  for  the  divine  right  and  high-toned  prerogative  of  Kings. 
But  however  they  may  hide  their  real  defigns  from  the  weak  tools  whom  they  fubjugate  by  flattering  their  pride  and 
vanity,  it  is  well  underftood  by  intelligent  Statefmen,  that  they  have  alvvife  endeavoured  to  undermine  every  Govern, 

S 


ment 


their  guilty  accomplices  be  any  longer  fuflaineJ  as  judges  in  their  own  caulc-, 
or  permtted  oftentatioufly  to  hold  out  unimpeachcd  refponfibility  in  defence  'of 
defpotic  oligarchy.  Unanimity  can  never  be  thus  .obtained,  and  if  it  could  it 
would  prove  pernicious.  The  true  friends  of  Government,  who  muft  ever  regard 
with  equal  abhorrence  the  rebels  who  oppofe  and  the  minifters  who  abufe  the  Royal 
Prerogative,  cannot  ‘be  fatisfied  with  hollow  profeffions  and  pompous  pretences, 
flatly  contradidled  by  the  v/hole  tenor  of  official  conduQ;.  But  impartial  inquiry 
and  juil  retribution  may  yet  calm  the  public  mind;  reconcile  contending  parties; 
remove  the  difcontents  of  a free  and  loyal  people,  conftitutionally  jealous  of  their 
precious  inheritance  of  rational,  civil  and  religious  liberty  ; and  re-iinite  them  cor- 
dially and  flrenuoufly  in  arduous  and  effeciual  exertions  for  the  common  fafety. 

jnent  which  could  not  be  fubjcdled  to  their  baneful  infiuence.  And  they  never  can  be  effedually  refilled  by 
a weak  or  wicked  Adminiftration.  The  influence  of  the  jefuits  in  the  Government  of  France  was  very  little 
afFed;cd  by  their  expulfion.  The  Court  ftill  fwarmed  with  them  ; they  Hill  remained  Confefibrs  of  the  King, 
the  Dauphin,  the  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Family;  there  were  few  Courtiers  who  did  noi  follow  the  example 
of  the  Court ; and  it  was  the  falhion  to  have  a Jefuit  in  every  family.  But  what  was  infinitely  more  danger- 
ous, they  were  principally  employed  in  the  education  of  youth.  Yet  their  crooked  politics  have  hitherto  had 
a dire(9:  contrary  tendency  to  their  defigns ; and  therefore  we  are  encouraged  to  hope,  if  we  are  not  greatly 
-wanting  to  ourfelves,  we  may  yet  prevail  over  all  our  foreign  and  domeftic  foes. 


End  oj  OBSERVATIONS  on  the  CONDUCT  of  the  WAR. 


errata. 

Page  8,  line  12,  for  1788 — read  1787. 

Page  36,  in  the  note,  for  Jenon— Tcron. 

Page  48,  line  i^,for  then  prefiding — read  who  had  preflded. 

Page  108,  dele  the  marks  of  reference  on  the  margin  of  the  fecond  paragraph. 
Page  €4,  line  J3,  for  Augufl;  lo^read  Augufl  14, 


OBSERVATION 

ON  THE 


PREVAILING  DISEASES 


GREAT  BRITAIN, 


( 


CONTENTS. 

TNTRODUCriOI^  « - Page  i 

^ P A R T L 

Of  Inflammatory  Difeafes. 


CHAPTER  I. 

General  Obfervations  On  the  Air  and  Epidemic  Difeafes  in  Great= 

Britain  - - « - « ^ 

CHAP.  II. 

General  Remarks  on  Inflammatory  Fevers 

CHAP.  III. 

Ofl  the  Pleurify  and  Peripneumony  - - ^ 

Sect.  I.  Dfleription  of  the  Difeafe  « - 

Sect.  II.  Of  the  Diagnoflics  - - - 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Prognofiics  - - ^ - 

Sect.  IV.  Of  the  Cure 

C H A P.  IV. 

Pleuritic-  Cafes  - - - - - « 

IntroduBion 

Case  I.  - -----  - 

Case  IL  - - -■  - - - 

CHAP.  V. 

General  Obfervations  on  Inflammations  of  the  Abdominal  Vfeera 

CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  Hepatitis y or  Inflammation  of  the  Liver 

CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  Ikusy  or  Inflammation  of  the  Inteflines 

CHAP.  VIII. 

Cafes  of  the  Ileus  , ^ - 

Case  I,  — 

Case  II.  ^ •»  - ^ - 

Case  III.  ^ -=•  *■  •*  - - 

A 2 


t 


12 

15 

ib. 

18 

20'- 

23' 

30 

ib. 

31 

34 

35- 

37 

39 

48 

ib. 


51 

52 

PART 


iv^ 

c 0 

N 

T 

E N 

T 

p 

A 

R 

T 

II. 

of  Putrid  Fevers. 

InfrodiiBion  - - « - ^ Page  57 

CHAP.  1. 

Of  the  Remitting  Fever  - - « - 

Sect.  I.  Defcription  of  the  Difeafe  - - „ 

Sect.  II.  Of  the  Diagnojiics  - - - - 66- 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Prognofics  - - - 68 

§ECT.  IV.  Of  the  Cure 

CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Manner  of  prefcribing  the  Bark  - - « 

CHAP.  III. 


Precepts  and  Cautions  neceffary  to  be  obferved,  when  the  Fever  hath 
either  been  mitigated  or  removed  by  the  Peruvian  Bark  ‘ - 88* 


CHAP.  IV. 

Cafes  of  the  Remitting  Fever 
Cx^SE  I.  - 

Case  II.  - - - - 

Case  III. 

Case  IV.  - - - . 

Case  V.  - - - 

Case  VI.  - - - ^ 

Case  VII.  - - - 

Case  VIII.  - - - 

Case  IX.  - - - « 

Case  X.  - - - 

Case  XI.  - - - . 

Case  XII.  - - - 

Case  XIII.  - - - 

Case  XIV.  - - - . 

Case  XV.  - - - » 

Case  XVI.  - - . . 

Case  XVII.  - - « 

Case  XVIII.  « 

Case  XIX.  . . . . 


91, 

ib.. 

93 

94 

96 

97 

98 

99 

109 

104, 

106 

108, 

110 

111 

ib. 

113 

1 14 

116 

117 


CHAP. 

\ 


CONTENTS. 


V 


G H A P.  V. 

Obfervations  on  the  preceding  Cafes  - - Page  1 19; 

CHAP,.  VI. 

A Review  of  the  Hijlory  of  Fevers^  and  of  the  various  Opinions 
concerning  them.  - - - - -128 

Conclusion  - - - - - - 220 

C H A P.  VIL 

fhe  Hifory  of  the  various  Methods  which  have  been  propofed  for 
the  Cure  (f  Fevers  - - - - 2-31' 

CHAP,  VIII. 

Of  the  Dyfentery. . 

IntrodiiBion  — - - - --  257; 

Sect.  I.,  A Review  of  the  Hifory  of  the  Dyfentery  — 258 

Sect,  II.  Defcription  of  the  Difeafe  — — — 276^ 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Diagnofics  - - - — 278 

Sect.  IV.  Of  the  Prognofics  - — - 280 

Sect.  V.  Of  the  Cure  in  the  early.  Stage  of  the  Dyfentery  281 

Sect.  VI.  Of  the  Cure  m the  Convalefce?it  State  - - 285 

CHAP.  IX. 

Of  the  Caufes  of  Putrid  Difeafes  ~ 288  ’ 

G H A.  P.-  X. 

Of  the  Means  of  preventing  Putrid  Difeafes  — - 298^ 

C H A P.  XL 

Of  the  Operation  of  the  Peruvian  Park  ~ 

P A R T III. 

of  Difeafes  which  partake  both  of  a Putrid  and’  In- 
flammatory Nature. 

IfitroduBion-  — - - -•  --  — 313.) 

C H A P.  L 

Of  the  Rheum  at  if m - - - - 315* 

Sect..  L A Review  of  the  Hfory  of  the  Rheimatifn  - ib, 

3.,  Segt.^. 


CONTENTS. 


Sect.  If.  Defcriptm  of  the  Acute  Rhewmtfn  Page  324 


Sect.  III.  Of  the  Cure  •=  - « - 327 

CHAP.  II.  . 

Of  the  Puerperal  Fever. 

IntroduBion  - “ « “"33^ 

Sect.  I.  General  FUJI  or y of  the  Difeafe  « - ib. 

Sect.  II.  Defadption  of  the  Puerperal  Fever  - - 333 

Sect.  III.  Of  the  Prognofics  - « - 336 

Sect.  IV.  Of  the  Cure  - ^37 


APPENDIX,  N^.  1. 


franfation  of  fome  Latin  flotations y with  Remarks  « 349 

from  Dr.  Morton^  concerning  the  Similarity  of  Fevers  ib. 

QJ2  fame  Subjedi,  from  Dr.  Freind  • 350 

— » on  the  fame  SubjeBy  from  Dr.  Fijjot  • - 352 

•— — — from  Van  Helmont^  on  the  Vfe  of  Amulets  - 353 

Remarks  on  the  State  ofPhyfic  in  B.  Van  Helmonfs  Lime  - 356 

— — — — — — - — ",  in  that  of  his  Son  - "357 


APPENDIX,  N"".  11. 

FranfaUon  of  fome  Latin  Preferiptions  - - 361 

■v 

APPENDIX,  N°.  III. 

A Glof  ary,  explaining  the  Therms  of  Art  - - - 373 


O B S E R 


INTRODUCTION. 


IT  might  be  expected,  that  the  fcience  of  medicine 
fhould,  long  ago,  have  arrived  to  a greater  degree 
of  certainty  than  it  has  yet  attained  : the  ftudy  of 
it  muft  have  been  nearly  coeval  with  the  human  race  ; 
for  as  men  have,  in  all  ages,  been  fubjedt  to  difeafes, 
their  invention  would  be  early  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  cure  them ; and  a careful  attention  to  the 
fymptoms  of  the  lick,  and  to  the  efFeds  of  diet  and 
medicines,  fhould,  long  fince,  have  afcertained  the 
proper  method  to  be  purfued  for  that  purpofe.  But  the 
improvement  of  medicine  hath  unfortunately  been  re- 
tarded by  attempting  to  extend  it  further  than  the 
nature  of  the  ftudy,  and  the  limitations  of  the  human 
capacity,  will  admit.  Men  of  a quick  and  lively  fancy 
have  vainly  flattered  themfelves  with  hopes  of  ar- 
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riving,  by  their  ingenuity,  to  that  intimacy  with  the 
operations  of  nature,  which  is  only  to  be  obtained  by 
careful,  attentive,  and  unwearied  obfervation. 

A plan  for  improving  the  faience,  by  a theory  iblely 
depending  on  the  exertion  of  the  powers  of  fancy  and 
invention,  is,  it  mull:  be  allowed,  flattering  to  the 
pride,  and  agreeable  to  the  ambition  of  mankind  ; but 
to  advance  in  knowledge  by  the  flow,  painful,  and  la- 
borious talk  of  watching  the  fick,  and  carefully  attend- 
ing to  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  difeafes,  requires  a degree 
of  patience,  mortification,  and  felf-denial,  lefs  attainable 
perhaps  than  more  fplendid  qualities. 

<*s 

when  we  extend  our  refearches  to  the  early 
ages  of  antiquity,  we  find  the  hiflory  of  phylic  veiled 
under  the  obfcurity  of  legendary  tales,  fuperftition 
and  ignorance  j and  when  we  emerge  from  this  aera 
of  darknefs,  we  are  embarrafled  or  mifled  by  fpecious 
and  alluring  theories,  fcarce  lefs  deftrucflive  to  the  fcience, 
than  the  ridiculous  fables  to  which,  they  had  fucceeded. 

Captivated  with  the  charms  of  a fyflem  of  their  own 
creation,  many  ingenious  men  have  regarded  prailical 
obfervations,  only,  as  they  tend  to  embellilli  a favourite 
theory,  or  render  it  more  fpecious  and  plaufible  ; but 
their  labour  hath  been  employed  in  unprofitable  fpecu- 
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lations,  and  the  ufeful  fafts  which  they  colledled,  have 
fhared  the  fate  of  the  vain  hypothefes,  with  which  they 
were  blended,  and  have  funk  vvith  them  into  oblivion. 

The  experience  of  many  ages  hath  fufficiently  evinced 
the  inutility  of  fuch  refearches.  Every  fyftem,  how- 
ever admired,  hath  been  overturned  to  make  way  for 
others,  which  have  only  been  preferred  becaufe  of  their 
novelty.  Their  fallacy  is  now  univerfally  acknowledged; 
phyhc  is  cultivated  upon  a more  rational  plan,  and 
faithful  obfervation  is  allowed  to  be  the  foie  foundation 
of  medical  knowledge. 

But  much  yet  remains  to  be  corredled ; the  parade 
of  fcholaftic  learning  is  ftill  too  prevalent ; ignorance 
and  inattention  are,  perhaps,  too  often  concealed  under 
an  affedlation  of  myftery  and  referve ; and  the  unmanly 
formality  of  the  precife  phyhcian  gives  too  much  coun- 
tenance to  the  intrigue  and  deceit  of  the  defigning  im- 
poftor.  It  is  therefore  become  necellary  to  ftrip  phylick 
of  that  formal  drefs  which  hath  rendered  it  contemptible, 
and  to  cultivate  the  fcience  with  that  freedom,  fim- 
plicity,  and  candour,  which  are  at  once  the  teft  and 
ornament  of  truth. 

In  an  age  when  vilionary  hypothefes  are  juftly  ex- 
ploded, and  every  theory  abandoned  which  hath  not 
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been  founded  on  experience,  the  penury  of  uieful 
obfervations  muft  be  univerfally  felt ; there  does 
not  perhaps  exift  in  the  annals  of  phylieic  a complete 
account  of  the  popular  difeafes  of  any  one  country  : and 
thefe  partial  hifEories,  which  have  been  recorded,  are 
only  detached  repolitories’' of  fa6ls,  fcarce  any  attempt 
having  been  made  to  compare  them,  or  to  afeertain  the 
limilarity,  or  diverfity  of  difeafes  at  different  times, 
and  in  various  climates.  It  may  therefore,  perhaps,  be 
no  unprofitable  labour  to  deferibe  the  reigning  popular 
difeafes  in-  GreaP  BriPain  ; to  compare  thefe  of  the  pre- 
fent  times  with  the  accounts  which  have  been  tranf* 

mitted  to  us  by  practical  writers  in  former  periods,  and 
in  other  countries  ;•  to  enquire  how  far  they  agree  or 

differ;  and  to  endeavour  to  render  pracElical  obfervations 
more  extenfively  ufeful,  by  connedling  them  with  each 
other,  with  thofe  of  our  own  country,  and  of  the  pre- 
fent  times. 

. Particular  cafes'  are  fo  various,  irregular,  and  uncon- 
nedled,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  reduce  them  to  any 
flandard ; the  knowledge  and  management  of  thefe  mufl 
G^’er  depend  on  the  frgacity  and  prompt  difeernment  of 
the  phyfician  ; but  there  are  difeafes,  which,  becaufe  of 
their  univerfal  prevalence,  have  juftly  been  denominated 
popular  or  epidemick.  The  term  has,  indeed,  been- 
chiefly  applied  to  diforders  which-  fpring  from-  a general 
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but  unufual  caufe ; and  thefc  of  one  conftitution  have 
been  fuppofed  entirely  different  in  their  nature,  caufe, 
and  cure,  from  thofe  of  another. 

Though  it  doth  not  appear  on  what  foundation  this 
opinion  refts,  yet  it  hath  been  univerfally  adopted.  The 
queftion  is  important.  If  fuch  a diverfity  doth  really 
obtain,  it  is  impoffible  that  the  healing  art  fhould  ever 
arrive  at  any  great  degree  of  certainty,  fince  the  expe- 
rience of  what  may  have  been  ufeful  at  one  period  can- 
not inftrucSt  the  phyheian  how  to  ait  at  another.  But 
if,  upon  comparing  the  popular  difeafes  of  different  ages,, 
and  in  various  climates,  a flrong  refemblance  fhould  be 
obferved,  many  ufelefs  diftindlions  may  be  abolifhed,  and 
the  attention  being  direfted  to  the  charaderiflic  iigns 
in  which  they  agree,  more  certain  and  extenfive  pradfica! 
rules  may  be  eftablifhed,. 
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Of  I NFLAMMATORY  Diseases. 


CHAPTER  I. 

General  Ohfervations  on  the  Air  and  Epidemic 

Difeafes  in  Great-Britain. 


H E weather  in  Britam  is  variable  and  incon- 
ftant-,  yet,  upon  the  whole,  the  climate,  though 
not  the  pleafanteft,  may  be  ranked  amongft  the  mod; 
healthy  in  the  world : the  changes  from  calm,  mild 
weather,  to  cold  and  boifterous,  are,  indeed,  hidden  and 
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frequent,  and  one  day  fometimes  exhibits  a fpecimen 
of  the  variations  of  the  whole  year.  Yet  there  are  few 
countries,  in  which  a perfon  might  expofe  himfelf  to 
all  the  viciffitudes  of  weather  with  lefs  danger  or  incon- 
venience. The  fummer  is  never  fo  warm,  nor  the 
winter  fo  cold,  as  to  prevent  the  common  intercourfe  of 
buhnefs  in  the  open  air. 

In  fame  countries  the  power  of  the  fun,  and  in  others 
the  feverity  of  the  cold,  produce  fudden  and  violent 
effects  ; but  unlefs  a perfon  is  extremely  imprudent,  he 
can  fulfer  no  conliderable  injury  from  either  in  Britain. 
There,  a mortification  in  the  extremities,  from  rigid 
cold,  and  a cotip  de  foleil.^  the  effedl  of  fcorching  heat, 
are  known  only  by  report. 

The  furface  of  the  ifland  is  extremely  unequal ; it 
confifts  of  mountains,  vallies,  lakes,  marfhes,  light, 
warm,  dry  ground,  and  moift,  deep,  clay  foil.  The 
country  produces  all  the  necefiaries,  moft  of  the  con- 
veniencies,  and  many  of  the  fuperfluities  of  life. 

Theire  is  fome  variety  in  the  tempers,  difpofitions, 
and  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  in  different  parts  of  the 
ifland  ; but  they  are  in  general  fober,  temperate,  and 
induflrious.  In  fome  places  they  indulge  too  much  in 
luxury,  efpecially  in  the  ufe  of  animal  food  and  malt 
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liquor ; and  in  others,  live  too  penurioully.  Thefe 
different  habits  have  fome  effedl  on  the  conftitution. 
Thofe  who  avoid  both  extremes  are  of  a large  lize, 
ftrong,,  robuft,  and.  healthy. 

The  inhabitants  have  been  accufed  of  ficklenefs;  and 
their  tempers,  it  hath  been  faid,  are  as  variable  as  their  cli- 
mate. They  have  not,  it  muft  be  allowed,  the  fame  unifor- 
mity of  paffions  as  thofe  who  live  under  a ferene  f!cy,  where 
the  changes  of  the  feafons  are  regular  and  certain  but 
the  inconAancy  of  the  weather  hath  no  other  effedl  than^ 
to  render  them  lefs  uniformly  chearful,^  or  perhaps  more- 
liable  to  thofe  complaints  which  have  been  denominated- 
nervous.  Thofe  who  have  conlidered  the  ftruggles  they 
have  made  for  preferving  their  liberties,  and  for  tranf- 
mitting  their  free  conftitution  unaltered  to  pofterity, . 
will  be  convinced  of  their  fortitude,  conftancy,  and  pcr- 
feverance and  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
tranfatftions  of  individuals  in  common  life,  will  teftify 
the  fteady  firmnefs  of  their  private  attachments.  If' 
they,  on  fome  occaftons,  betray  an  impatience  that  can- 
not even  brook  the  reftraint  of  equitable  and  falutary 
laws,  that  muft  be  attributed  to  their  opulence,  prof- 
perity,  and  indulgent  government ; advantages  which  ■ 
th  ey  poffefs  in  a fuperior  degree  to  any  other  kingdom  on 
earth  : and  human  nature,  in  its  greateft  perfedion,  is  not*. 
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always  proof  againft  the  corruption  attendant  on  affluence 
and  grandeur. 

The  popular  difeafes,  in  Great-Britain,  may  be  di- 
vided into  acute  and  chronic:  acute  diforders  are  ufually 
a-ccompanied  v/ith  a fever,  every  fpecies  of  which  may 
be  comprehended  under  the  general  title  of  inflamma- 
tory and  putrid.  The  former  is  always  occafloned  by 
topical  inflammation,  its  progrefs  is  rapid,  and  the 
fymptoms  obvious  and  charadteriftic.  The  putrid  fever 
is  various  and  irregular  in  its  appearance,  and  hath 
therefore  given  rife  to  an  infinite  number  of  minute 
diftindions.  The  dyfentery  is  fo  clofely  conneded  with 
it,  that  it  hath  been  thought  to  be  nothing  elfe  than 
a putrid  fever  aflbding  the  inteftines  *.  There  are 
alfo  fome  difeafes  attended  wdth  fpecifick  eruptions, 
fuch  as  the  meafles  and  fmall-pox,  and  others  at  once 
accompanied  with  figns  of  inflammation  and  putrefadion, 
as  the  puerperal  fever,  and  the  rheumatifm.  Under 
thefe  divifions  the  mofl;  frequent  and  fatal  difeafes  of  this 

country 


Jam  enim  conftitutio  ad  dyfenteriam  accedebat.  Hanc  nihilominus 
candcm  ego  cenfui  febrem  efle forma  tamen  diverfa,  atque  alio  fe  fymp- 
tomate  efferentem.  Cum  enim  mihi  conftaret,  illam  ut  plurimum  ex 
eadem  invadere,  ex  qua  turn  depopulabatur  febrls,  verofimile 

mihi  eft  vifum,  febrem  hanc  ortum  fuum  debere  radiis  inflammatoriis  in 
inteil'ina  in  verbs,  atque  eadem  ad  expulfioncm  hanc  follicitantibus. — Et 
multa,  luce  clarius,  indicabant  diarrhoearn  hanc  ejufdem  naturae  fuiffe  atque 
effentiae  cum  ilia,  qu^s  turn  dominabatur,  febri. 
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country  may  be  comprehended.  Thofe  which  are  oc- 
cahoned  by  an  hereditary  taint,  or  by  a particular  morbid 
afFedtion  in  certain  individuals,  form  another  clafs,  in 
which  the  gout,  gravel,  fcurvy,  phthiiis  or  confumption, 
the  fcrophula,  and  rickets,  may  be  ranked.  The  former 
may  be  denominated  the  epidemic  acute  difeafes,  and 
the  latter,  the  endemial  chronic  diforders  of  the  iiland. 

On  the  knowledge  ol  thefe,  in  a great  meafure,  de-. 
pends  the  treatment  even  of  fuch  anomalous  cafes  as 
feldom  occur ; and  which,  as  they  cannot  be  reduced 
to  any  regular  order,  are  here  entirely  omitted. 
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General  Remarks  on  Inflammatory  Fevers. 

Though  many  dlfeafes  occur  in  every  feafon, 
and  in  all  the  various  viciffitudes  of  weather, 
which  do  not  feem  to  fpring  from  the  qualities  of  the 
air,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  pleurilies,  peripneumonies,  and 
other  inflammations  of  the  cheft,  which  are  by  no  means 
frequent  in  this  country,  are  fometimes  occafioned 
by  a fudden  change  from  mild  weather  to  rigid 
froft,  accompanied  with  hail,  fnow,  and  ftorms,  and 
with  north  and  north-eafterly  winds.  Thefe  diforders 
are  chiefly  incident  to  ^ perfons  of  a thin  make,  an 
a£tive  difpofltion,  and  rigid  fibres ; and  efpecially  to 
thofe  who  have  pafl'ed  the  meridian  of  life. 

In  fummer,  when  the  weather  is  dry  and  warm, 
inflammations  of  the  bowels,  and  external  parts 
of  the  body,  fometimes  occur ; but  thefe  diforders 

are  not  common,  nor  do  they  feem  to  arife  from  any 
particular  conftitution  of  air,  but  are  generally  occa- 
iloned  by  the  imprudent  application  of  cold  immediately 
after  being  over-heated. 


An 
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An  opinion  hath  prevailed,  that  inflammatory  fevers 
are  extremely  frequent,  not  only  in  this  country,  but 
all  over  the  world.  The  pi'adtice  of  phyflc  hath  been 
greatly  influenced  by  this  fuppofltion,  and  it  hath  be- 
come an  almofl;  univerfal  rule  to  bleed  and  ufe  other 
evacuations,  in  the  beginning  of  all  acute  diforders. 
This  opinion  I had  alfo  adopted,  and  on  it  my  early 
practice  was  chiefly  founded.  Captivated  with  the 
beauty  and  ingenuity  of  Boerhaave’s  fyftem,  w hich  I 
had  been  early  taught,  and  in  which  I implicitly  be- 
lieved, I never  doubted  of  its  being  conflftent  with 
truth,  and  founded  on  the  moft  accurate  and  faithful 
obfervations.  By  that  fyflem  I modelled  my  pradiice, 
and  formed  the  mofl:  fanguine  expedlations  of  fuceefs, 
by  following  precepts  founded  on  a theory  fo  plauflble 
and  engaging.  The  event,  however,  difappointed 
my  hopes ; experience  led  me  to  doubt,  and  afterwards 
to  rejedl  the  dodfrine  of  obflrudtion  and  inflammation : 
and  I am  now  firmly  convinced,  from  the  refult  of  a 
careful  attention  to  difeafes,  during  the  courfe  of  an 
extenfive  practice,  that  inflammatory  diforders  are  ex- 
tremely rare,  and  that  there  are  very  few  fevers,  in  this 
country,  in  which  the  antiphlogiftic  method  of  cure 
can  be  ufed  with  fafety.  Such  cafes,  however,  do 
fometimes  happen,  and  the  feldomer  they  occur,  the 
more  necelTary  it  becomes  that  they  fhould  be  accurately 
defcribed,  fince  a miftake  in  the  beginning  of  thefe 

2 ■ acute 
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acute  diforders  can  feldom  be  retrieved,  and  often  proves 
fatal . 

Of  thefe  the  pleurify  is  moft  frequent,  and  fhall  be 
treated  of  at  large;  and  as  the  method  of  cure,  in  all  in- 
flammatory diforders,  conflfts  chiefly  in  the  judicious 
application  of  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen,  the  general 
precepts,  to  be  delivered  in  the  following  chapter,  may 
be  applicable  to  alnioft  every  fpecies  of  inflammation. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  ur. 

Of  the  Pleurijy  and  P eripneumony . 

SECT.  I. 

Defcriptio?t  of  the  Difeafe. 

TH  E love  of  novelty,  or  an  afted:ed  preciHon,  hath 
given  rife  to  many  minute  divilions  in  treating  of 
the  pleurily,  which  tend  rather  to  perplex  than  elucidate 
the  fubje6l.  Diflinftions  have  been  made  according  to 
the  different  parts  affeded  ; particular  lymptoms  have 
been  attributed  to  an  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  the 
lungs,  their  membranes,  the  mediaftinum,  and  the 
intercoftal  mufcles : but  if  fuch  diftindions  really  exifl, 
the  flgns  of  them  are  either  fo  minute  or  equivocal,  as 
to  elude  the  invefligation  of  attentive  obfervers ; and  it 
will,  perhaps,  lead  to  a more  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
difeafe,  as  well  as  a more  fuccefsful  method  of  cure,  to 
lay  aflde  thefe  fubdiviflons,  and  to  viev/  carefully  the 
obvious,  effential,  and  charaderiftic  flgns,  which  are 
common  to  all  of  them. 


5 


V/heii 


3*6 


Of  the  Pleurijy  and,  Peripneumony. 

When  a perfon,  after  breathing  in  a clofe  room, 
where  the  air  has  been  much  heated,  or  drinkins  warm 
liquors,,  imprudently  expofes  himfelf  to  the  violence  of 
a keen,  cold  air,  he  is  fometimes  fcized  fuddenly  with 
a pleurily,  or  peripneumony.  The  conftant  attendant 
of  this  complaint  is  a violent  pain  in  the  back,  hdes, 
or  breaft,  darting  through  the  cheft,  or  toward  one  or 
both  fhoulders.  This  lymptom,  which  is  eifential  to. 
the  difeafe,,  is  fometimes  accompanied,  with  a hard 
cough,  which  the  patient  endeavours  to  fupprefs,  be- 
caufe  it  increafes  the  pain.  It  is  generally  introduced 
with  coldnefs  and  ihuddering,  but  fometimes  the  pain- 
Gontinues  for  fome  hours  before  the  rigor  is  felt.  The 
breathing  is  ajffeded  from  the  beginning,  but  becomes, 
gradually  more  difficult  in  the  progrefs  of’  the,  difeafe. 
The  pulfe  is  quick,,  hard,,  and  full ; the  face  much 
flufhed,.  the  patient’s  reft' difturbed,  and  being  unable 
to  ffiift  to, either  ftde,,  he  is  obliged,  to  lie  on  his  back,.^ 
or  to  lit  ered:,. 

Uhleft:  proper  remedies-  are  fpeedily  applied,  thefe 
fymptoms  gradually  increafe.  The  pulfe  becomes 
quicker,,  but  abates  in  ftrength,.  and  at  length  inter- 
mits ; an  anxiety  and  fenfe  of  weight  or  oppreffion  at 
the  breaft’  enfues  ; the  difficulty  of  breathing  is  ag- 
gravated,, fo  as  to  approach  to  fuffbeation  ; convuhions 

fometimes 
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fometimes  fupervene,  and  the  patient  dies  in  agony 
at  fome  period  between  the  fourth  and  eighth  day. 

But  the  difeafe  is  fometimes  attended  with  more  de- 
ceitful appearances ; the  violence  of  the  fymptoms  is 
mitigated  ; and  an  inexperienced  praditioner  will  be  apt 
to  pronounce  his  patient  out  of  danger,  when  a very 
different  termination  is  quickly  to  take  place.  The  in- 
flammation terminates  in  gangrene,  the  pulfe  continues 
quick,  but  lofes  its  firmnefs,  the  extremities  become 
cold,  and  the  patient  finks  infenfibly  without  pain  or 
uneaflnefs.  But  thefe  terrible  confequences  are  fome- 
times obviated  by  a difcharge  of  blood,  forced  by  the 
violence  of  the  cough,  from  the  obflruffed  veffels,,  and 
brought  up  either  pure,  or  mixed  with  phlegm,  or 
purulent  matter. 

Another  manner  in  which  it  terminates  is  by  the 
formation  of  an  abfeefs  in  the  cheft ; and  this  is  either 
fuperficial,  and  points  externally,  or  ulcers  are  formed 
in  the  lungs,  which  give  rife  to  a confumption.  In  the 
firfl;  cafe,  the  matter  may  be  fafely  difeharged  by  a 
chirurgical  operation ; and  in  the  latter,  the  remedies 
proper  in  the  cure  of  a confumption  of  the  lungs  are 
to  be  applied. 
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When  the  difeafe  is  properly  treated  in  the  begin- 
ning, though  the  fymptoms  are  mitigated,  the  difeafe  is 
.ftill  attended  with  limilar,  though  milder  appearances. 

The  blood  is  generally  covered  with  a white, 
■tough,  gelatinous  cruft,  of  a very  tenacious  con- 
iiftence,  and  fometimes  with  a thin,  membranous  film, 
of  a green  or  yellowifh  colour;  and  the  quantity  of 
•ferum  is  fmaJl  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  grofs  part. 


S E C T. 


II. 


'The  Diagnofics. 


"THOUGH  the  pleurify  may  be  known  from  the 
defcription  which  hath  already  been  given,  yet 
,as  there  are  other  diforders  which  bear  fome  refem- 
•blance  to  it,,  thcfe  ought  to  be  carefully  diftinguifbed. 


Pains  in  the  cheft  are  fometimes  occafioned  by  flatus 
in  the  lower  belly,  but  may  be  known  by  fhifting,  and 
intermitting,  whilft  thofe  of  the  true  pleuritic  kind  re- 
main fixed  and  conftant 

Hypo- 

* BagUvy  fome  very  pertinent  direflions  for  diftinguifbing  pleuritic 
pains  from  thofe  of  the  flatulent  kind.  Pleuritidcs  frequenter  func  occulti 
quia  indolcntes,  unde  gravilTimi  errores  in  praxi  fucccdunt:  ut  hi  im- 
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Hypochondriac  perfons  are  fubjedl  to  pains  in  the 
fide,  but  thefe  are  are  either  feated  in  the  hypochondres,. 
or  extend  downward  to  the  bowels  of  the  lower  belly ; , 
whereas  the  true  pleuritic  pains  dart  upwards  to  the- 
breaftsj  fhoulders,  and  clavicles. 

It  is  of  confequence,  in  diftinguifhing  thefe  com-- 
plaints,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  conftitution  of 
the  patient.  Thofe  of  a vigorous,  athletic  habit,  who 
have  flrong,  elaftic  fibres,  and  a rich,  denfe  blood,  who  * 
ufe  a great  deal  of  exercife,  and  eafily  digeft  their  food, . 
are  fubjedt  to  pleuritic  diforders  ;•  but  thofe  who  have  ' 
lax  fibres,  are  of  an  indolent  difpofition,  or  complain  : 
of  indigeftion  and  acidities  in  the  flbmach  *,  are  feldom- 
or  never  affeefied  with  a pleurify,  but  are  fubjedt  to 
pricking  pains  in  the  fide,  efpecially  under  the  falfe  ribs, 

D.  2 which 


pederum  vitentur  fcopuli,  fignum  dabimiis  latentes,  et  indolentes  pleurltides^ 
manifeftendi : fac  lit  geger  in  dexcrum,  vel  (iniflrum  latus  decumbat ; de- 
cumbent! impera,  ut  fortiter * refpiret,  et  tuffiat,  finita  una,  aut  altera^ 
refpiratione,  pete  ab  illo,  an  inter  refpirandum,  et  tuffiendum  dolorem  aut 
gravedinem  alicLibi  in  pedlore  perfentiat,  quod  fi  aflirmet,^pro  certo  habeto 
pleuritidis.  fedem  illic  elTe,  ubi  dolorem  aut  gravedinem  indicaverit : hujus 
figni  certitudine,  plures  deteximus  occultas  pleuritides  magno  fegrorantium  - 
commodo. 

Baglivi  p*  35 — 3^*  Lngduni^  1714. 
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Biph,  Jphor.  lib.  vi,  aphor.  3^. 
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which  refemble  pleuritic  pains,  and  may  deceive  an 
inexperienced  pra6titioner.  Thefe  complaints,  how- 
ever, are  always  aggravated  by  bleeding  and  a cooling 
regimen,  and  are  only  to  be  removed  by  warm,  ftimu- 
lating  carminatives,  aromatics,  and  gentle  laxativ^es. 
Pleuritic  pains  are  accompanied  with  a hard,  full  pulfe, 
whereas  in  thofe  of  the  flatulent  kind  it  is  generally 
feeble,  and  does  not  refift  preflnre. 


SECT.  III. 

Of  the  Prognofics. 

O difeafe  demands  more  vigilance  and  attention 
than  the  pleurify  ; for  though  it  may  fometimes 
terminate  favourably  when  left  to  its  courfe,  yet  with- 
out an  early  application  of  proper  remedies,  it  generally 
either  foon  proves  fatal,  or  lays  a foundation  for  a 
tedious  and  painful  illnefs.  But  as  the  terminations  of 
the  difeafe  are  various,  and  as  it  is  accompanied  with 
particular  fymptoms  which  require  very  different  reme- 
dies, it  will  be  neceffary  to  point  out  the  flgns  by  which 
a juft  prognoftic  may  be  formed  in  all  the  different 
periods  of  the  difeafe. 


When 
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When  the  cough  becomes  lefs  frequent  and  painful ; 
when  it  is  attended  with  a copious  expedloration,  of  a 
due  confiftence,  and  tinged  with  blood  ; when  the 
breathing  becomes  free ; when  the  heat  of  the  body 
diminifhes  gradually,  and  the  pulfe  fublides,  a fpeedy 
and  compleat  recovery  may,  with  certainty,  be  prog- 
nofticated. 

Though  the  moft  favourable  criiis  is  accompliflied 
by  a copious  expedtoration,  yet  there  are  other  evacua- 
tions by  which  the  complaint  is  fometimes  terminated. 
A general  diaphorefis  often  proves  ferviceablc,  as  doth 
alfo  a free  difcharge  of  turbid  urine,  depodting  a plen- 
tiful purulent,  or  lateritious  fediment.  The  leaft  fre- 
quent and  mod  uncertain  crids  is  that  by  ftool.  When 
copious  evacuations  have  been  made  in  the  beginning, 
the  indammation  is  terminated  by  refolution  ; but  when 
the  patient  is  fuddenly  relieved,  without  evacuations, 
or  any  fendble  crids,  an  abfcefs  hath  probably  formed, 
either  between  the  pleura  and  intercoftal  mufcles,  on 
the  internal  furface  of  the  pleura,  or  in  the  lungs. 

If  a weight  is  felt  in  the  lower  part  of  the  cheft, 
accompanied  with  fome  difficulty  of  breathing,  it 
is  probable  that  the  abfcefs  is  broke,  and  the  mat- 
ter fallen  upon  the  diaphragm  t in  this  cafe  no 
hopes  of  recovery  remain,  but  from  a very  nice 
2 operation, 
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operation,  the  event  of  which  is  extremely  precarious,, 
for  unlefs  the  fpot  where  the  matter  is  lodged  can  be  fo/ 
politively  afcertained,  as-  that  it  may  be  difcharged  by, 
an  opening  made  into  the  thorax,  the  operation  wilii 
prove  unfuccefsful,  and  the  patient  will  be  wafted  by 
hectic  fever,, which  will  probably  end  malingering  and; 
painful  death.. 

If  an  abfcefs  is  formed  between  tire  pleura  and  in— 
tercoftal  mufcles,  it  may  be  difcovered  by  a flight  painj 
in- that  part  of  the  fide,,  or  fometimes  by.  a foftnefs  ancb 
protuberance,  which  may  be  felt  externally ; and. 
when  this  happens, , a favourable  event,  may  be.  prog- 
nofticated, , fince  the  matter  may  be  entirely  difcharged.; 
by  incifion,  and.  a complete,  cure  fpeedily  accom-i- 
• . 

If  matter  be  formed  in  the  fubflance  of  the  lungs, „ 
the  prognoftic  is  uncertain  when  it  is  brought  upv 
fpeedily  by,  coughing,  the  patient  quickly  recovers  j, 
but  if  it  is  lodged  in  the  cellular  fubflance,  even  for  as 
fhort  time,  a hedlic  fever  and  confumption,^which  often . 
proves  fatal,,  will.enfue. 


When  none  of  the  fymptoms  . already  mentioned  ap-- 
pear,  the  diieafe  encreafes,  the  cough  becomes  more  and 
more  violent,  the  breathing  more.oppreffed,  the  pulfe, 

2 finks 
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finks  and  intermits,  cold  fweats  break  out,  accompanied 
with  fliuddering  and  convulfve  motions,  and  the  pa- 
tient dies  on  or  before  the  ninth  day. 

But  when  the  pain  fuddenly  abates,  and  the  patient 
finds  himfelf  eafy,  without  having  had  a plentiful,  well 
concofted  expectoration,  or  any  other  critical  evacua- 
tion ; when  the  extremities  become  cold,  the  coun- 
tenance pale,  and  a vifcid  fweat  breaks  out,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  inflammation  hath  terminated  in  a 
gangrene,  which  will  quickly  prove  fatal. 


SECT.  IV, 


Of  the  Cure. 


A V I N G thus  deferibed  the  pleurify,  related 
the  diagnoftic  figns  by  which  it  may  be  certainly 
diftinguifhed  from  thofe  difeafes  which  bear  fome  re- 
femblance  to  it,  and  remarked  its  diflerent  terminations, 
it  will  now  be  proper  to  treat  of  the  cure;  and  in  profe- 
cuting  this  part  of  the  fubjeCl,  fuch  precepts  fhall  only 
be  delivered  as  have ‘been  confirmed  by  experience. 


Though  this  difeafe  is  generally  terminated  in  eight 
or  nine  days,  yet  even  in  that  fnort  period  there  are 

diflerent 
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different  jftages,  which  point  out  fome  variety  in  the 
method  of  cure. 

1.  The  firft  is  the  recent,  or  inflammatory  ftate. 

2.  The  fecond,  when  an  expefforation  hath  taken 
place  ; or  when,  according  to  the  language  of  the  an- 
tients,  the  matter  is  fufficiently  concodted,  and  prepared 
to  be  difcharged  by  fomc  of  the  emunclories. 

3.  The  third,  when  the  difeafe  is  already  far  ad- 
vanced, without  any  abatement  of  pain,  or  other  violent 
fymptoms,  any  figns  of  refolution,  or  critical  evacua- 
tion ; and  when  bleeding  and  other  proper  remedies 
have  either  been  neglecfled,  or  have  had  no  effe<fl. 

4.  The  fourth  ftage  is,  when  the  pain  is  either  greatly 
or  entirely  abated,  and  the  patient  feels  himfelf  eafy, 
though  the  frequency  of  the  pulfe  continues,  and  it 
begins  to  fink  and  intermit,  when  partial,  clammy 
fweats  are  obferved,  and  when  the  extremities  become 
cold. 

Ill  the  firfl  ftage,  the  cure  is  chiefly  to  be  accompliflied 
by  refolving  the  inflammation  ; and  this  is  done  by 
copious  evacuations,  but  principally  by  bleeding,  and 
increafing  the  difeharges  by  ftool  and  urine.  As  foon, 

therefore. 
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therefore,  as  the  difeafe  appears,  a large  quantity  of 
blood  is  to  be  taken,  and  this  operation  repeated  two 
or  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  or  as  often  as  the.- 
pain  recurs,  the  cough  becomes  urgent,  or  the  breathing 
laborious.  Thefe  circumftances  muft  determine  the 
phyhcian  when  to  dehft  or  proceed,  lince  no  other  ge- 
neral rule  can  be  eftablifhed.  In  fome  patients  the' 
fymptoms  are  relieved,  and  the  danger  obviated,  by- 
letting  forty  ounces  of  blood  ; and  in  others  it  has  been, 
found  abfoiutely  neceflary  to  take  away  a hundred  and- 
fixty  in  the  fpace  of  three  days.  Some  pradical  phyh- 
cians  have  direded  blood  to  be  taken,  till  the  lizy 
crxift  which  generally  covers  its  furface  difappears  j; 
but  this  rule  is  extremely  equivocal : in  fome  the 
blood  puts  on  this  appearance  at  the  beginning,  ii>- 
others  not  till  towards  the  decline  of  the  difeafe  ;• 
and  fometimes  no  fuch  cruft  is  obferved  through  the- 
whole  courfe  of  it.  The  only  certain  indication, 
therefore,  arifes  from  the  mitigation  or  violence  of  the 
fymptoms.  The  general  rule  is,  to  take  away  a large 
quantity  at  once,  fince  experience  evinces  that  this  prac- 
tice is  more  fuccefsful  than  fmall  bleedings  often  re-- 

O 

peated.. 

While  the  principal  attention  is  employed  in  endea- 
vouring to  refolve  the  inflammation  by  plentiful  bleed-- 
ing,  other  antiphlogiftic  remedies  muft  not  be  neg- 
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Ie<£led  ; the  body  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  be  kept 
open  by  cooling  clyfters  and  gentle  laxatives ; and  a 
free  difcharge  of  urine  is  to  be  promoted  by  the  ufe  of 
nitre,  and  diluent  fubacid  liquids.  The  quantity  of 
nitre  mull;  be  determined  by  its  effedls,  remembering 
that  it  is  chiefly  ufeful  as  an  attenuating,  diuretic 
medicine  ; but  when  it  is  prefcribed  in  too  large  quan- 
tities, it  runs  olf  by  ftool,  and  thefe  intentions  are 
fruflrated. 

The  pain  ought,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be  foothed,  by 
applying  fomentations,  and  lenient  ointments  to  the 
parts  affedled.  The  urgency  of  the  cough  is  alleviated 
by  tepid,  lubricating  drinks,  lipped  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  often  repeated  ; by  the  ufe  of  oleaginous  emul- 
fions,  fweetened  with  honey;  and  by  the  fleams  of 
emollient  decodions. 

If  the  pain  does  not  abate  upon  the  application  of 
thefe  remedies,  a large  blifler  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
part,  but  inflead  of  removing  it  in  twelve  or  fourteen 
hours,  as  hath  been  generally  pradlifed,  it  ought  to  re- 
main for  two  days ; by  that  means  a much  greater  re- 
vullion  is  made,  more  ferum  difcharged,  the  internal 
pain  effedlually  relieved,  and  lefs  unealinefs  is  occafioned 
by  the  blifler. 
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In  the  fecond  ftage,  when  fome  falutary  evacuation 
hath  taken  place,  the  method  of  cure  muft  be  different; 
for  though  the  remedies  which  have  already  been  re- 
commended may  ftill  be  neceffary,  yet  the  application 
of  them  muft  be  directed  in  fuch  a manner  as  not  to  in- 
terrupt the  critical  evacuations.  When  therefore  the 
patient  coughs  eafily,  and  brings  up  a confiderable 
quantity  of  concoefted  phlegm,  tinged  with  blood,  or 
mixed  with  a vifeid,  gelatinous  or  purulent  fubftance, 
the  lancet  is  either  to  be  entirely  witheld,  or,  if  the 
pain  fhould  return,  it  is  to  be  ufed  fparingly,  fo  as  to 
procure  eafe  without  fuppreffing  expedoration.  The 
other  remedies  are  of  ufe  in  this  as  well  as  in  the  former 
ftage,  but  the  preference  is  always  to  be  given  to  thofe 
which  are  beft  calculated  to  promote  the  critical  evacua- 
tion which  is  already  begun.  Thus  when  ,the  inflam- 
mation is  likely  to  be  refolved  by  expedoration,  olea- 
ginous lubricating  pedorals  are  to  be  preferibed  ; and 
when  a copious  difeharge  of  turbid  urine  hath  already 
mitigated  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  and  it  is  probable 
that  this  evacuation  may  prove  critical,  diluent  and 
diuretic  medicines  fhould  be  preferred.  If  a plentiful 
diaphorefls  enfues,  accompanied  with  a remiflion  of  the 
pain,  cough,  and  laborious  breathing,  it  ought  to  be 
promoted  by  proper  remedies  ; in  the  feledtion  of  which 
great  caution  is  requiflte,  flnee  warm  alexipharmic 
medicines  might  increafe  the  heat,  fever,  and  inflamma- 
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,tion.  In  fuch  a Iltuation  the  refin  of  guatac.,  with 
a very  fmall  quantity  of  fait  of  amber  and  mithridate^ 
hath  often  been  ufed  with  fuccefs  : by  means 
of  this  remedy  the  diaphorefis  hath  been  encouraged, 
cxpedloration  promoted,  and  the  patient  effedlually 
relieved.  When  the  cough  continues  importunate  after 
the  other  diftrefling  lymptoms  have  difappeared,  a 
moderate  dofe  of  elixir  paregoricum  hath  often  been 
prefcribed  with  advantage  ; but  great  caution  is  re- 
quifite  in  the  diredlion  of  this  remedy,  for  when  it  is 
given  in  the  recent  inflammatory  ftate,  it  only  procures 
a deceitful  refpite ; yet  in  the  decline  of  the  difeafe, 
when  the  antiphlogiftic  method  hath  been  fufficiently 
purfued,  and  when  the  fliarpnefs  of  the  humours  ex- 
cites conftant  coughing  without  any  difcharge  of  matter, 
it  promotes  expedt oration,  procures,  reft,  and  the  danger 
of  a relapfe  is  thereby  obviated. 

In  the  third  ftage,  when  the  difeafe  is  already  far 
advanced  ; when  the  fever  is  ftill  high,  and  accompa- 
nied with  figns  of  violent  inflammation ; when  the 
pain  is  fevere,  the  cough  urgent,  the  breathing  labo- 
rious, and  no  expedloration  nor  other  critical  evacuation 
hath  appeared ; when  the  complaint  hath  continued 
for  more  than  four  days,  and  hath  been  negledled  ; the 
ufual  method  of  cure  will  fcarcely  prove  effedlual ; and 
unlefs  fome  more  powerful  remedies  are  Ipeedily  ap- 
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plied,  the  difeafe  muft  prove  fatal.  In  this  alarming 
fltuation,  the  patient  hath  fometimes  been  refcued  from 
imminent  danger,  by  the  ufe  of  antimonial  medicines ; 
but  unlefs  they  are  given  in  larger  dofes  than  are  com- 
monly prefcribed,  no  fuch  falutary  effects  are  to  be 
expected.  Antimonial  wine  is  the  medicine  which  I 
have  generally  ufed.  In  thefe  circumftances  a tea-fpoon- 
full  hath  been  given  for  a dofe,  and  repeated  every 
two  hours  : the  firft  and  fecond  dofe  generally  pro- 
duced a plentiful  fweat,  and  the  fucceeding  ones  vo- 
mited and  purged  copioully.  Six  drachms  of  the  wine 
hath  been  taken  in  twelve  hours,  and  the  patient,  in 
one  night,  almoft  miraculoully  reftored  to  health. 

In  the  fourth  flage,  when  a gangrene  hath  taken 
place,  little  can  be  expedled  from  medicine  ; if  any 
thing  can  fave  the  patient,  it  is  a liberal  ufe  of  the 
Peruvian  bark.  But  though  the  progrefs  of  the  gan- 
grene fhould,  by  this  means,  be  prevented,  the  event 
will  ftill  be  precarious ; for  unlefs  a copious  expectora- 
tion fucceeds,  and  the  mortified  parts  are  difcharged,  no 
recovery  can  be  expefted,  but  the  difeafe  muft  either 
prove  fpeedily  fatal,  or  end  in  a hectic  fever. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Pleuritic  Cafes. 

INTRODUCTIO  N. 

To  render  the  hiftory  of  the  pleurify  lefs  imper- 
fe6t,  it  will  be  proper  to  give  fome  examples  of 
the  particular  application  of  the  general  precepts,  which 
have  already  been  delivered. 

By  this  means  the  reader  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
judging  of  every  circumftance,  as  well  relating  to  the 
progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  as  the  manner  of  treating  it ; he 
can  alfo  difcover  what  miftakes  may  have  been  commit- 
ted, and  judge  how  far  the  general  concluhons  are  fairly 
deduced  from  the  particular  fadls  on  which  they  are 
founded.  The  judgment  of  obfervators  may  be  fwayed 
by  prejudices  and  prepoffeffions ; but  facts,  when  fairly 
related,  are  incapable  of  being  wrefted  to  fupport  an 
erroneous  hypothecs.  In  peruling  thefe,  the  reader 
will  reap  every  advantage  from  hiftorical  relation  which 
he  could  have  from  perfonal  obfervation ; from  which 
it  only  differs  in  the  unavoidable  neceffity  of  depending 
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on  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  of  the  hiftorian  : but  of 
thefe  he  can  alfo  form  a more  certain  judgment  from 
the  relation  of  particular  hiftories  than  from  general 
dcduftions  and  reafoning.  Every  particular  cafe  mull 
alfo  have  the  teftimony  of  creditable  witnefles,  and  thefe, 
though  it  may  be  improper  to  mention  names  without 
neceflity,  may  always  be  appealed  to  on  any  occafion 
worthy  of  fuch  an  interpofition. 

CASE  I. 

A gentleman,  aged  feventy,  who  had  for  fome  time 
complained  of  a cough,  and  rheumatic  pains,  was  feized 
on  the  9th  of  March,  1762,  with  a fevere  flitch  in  his 
right  fide,  ficknefs,  and  fome  inclination  to  vomit.  In 
the  morning  of  the  loth,  when  he  got  out  of  bed  and 
attempted  to  drefs  himfelf,  he  was  feized  wdth  a fevere 
fhivering  fit  j his  pulfe,  which  in  perfed:  health  feldom 
exceeded  60,  beat  82  in  a minute,  and  was  hard  and 
full  ; fixteen  ounces  of  very  fizy  blood  w^ere  immedi- 
ately taken,  and  a gentle  purgative  was  prefcribed  ; the 
pained  part  was  fomented,  and  afterwards  embrocated 
with  an  emollient  liniment ; he  had  no  fleep  in  the 
night,  complained  much  of  thirft,  the  pain  was  violent, 
and  much  aggravated  by  a fevere  cough.  A blifter 
was  applied  to  the  part  affeded  on  the  morning  of  the 
nth,  and  twenty  gutts  of  antimonial  wine  weje  pre- 
fcribed 
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fcribed  every  four  hours,  in  a julep,  conliftingof  equal  parts 
of  oxymel  fijnplex  and  Spiritus  Mindereri.  He  difliked 
the  medicine,  and  only  took  the  drops  once,  and  the  julep 
twice:  he  refted  extremely  ill  in  the  night,  and  the  pain 
and  cough  flill  continued.  Twelve  ounces  of  blood  were 
taken  in  the  morning  of  the  12th  •,  on  the  evening  the 
blifter  was  removed,  and  he  refled  tolerably  in  the 
night.  The  pain  in  the  fide  was  almoft  entirely  gone; 
he  had  a mild  diaphorehs,  and  his  pulfe  beat  only  72 
in  a minute.  Finding  hmfelf  fo  much  eaiier,  he  ven- 
tured to  get  out  of  bed.  He  dined  on  chicken,  and 
drank  fome  wine.  He  grew  much  worfe  in  the  even- 
ing ; his  cough  and  pain  returned,  and  his  pulfe  in- 
creafed  to  96  in  a minute.  Fourteen  ounces  of  blood 
were  immediately  taken.  He  refled  tolerably  in  the 
night ; his  pulfe  in  the  morning  of  the  14th  beat  88 
in  a minute.  His  urine,  which  had  formerly  been  clear 
and  high  coloured,  now  became  turbid  and  of  a milky 
colour,  which  tinged  the  Tides  of  the  glafs.  He  ex- 
pedorated  freely,  and  the  fpitting  was  mixed  with 
blood.  He  had  no  flool  hnce  the  beginning  of  his 
illnefs,  and  therefore  a laxative  clyfler  was  injedled, 
which  operated  well.  He  coughed  feverely  in  the 
night,  and  had  little  deep.  The  fleam  of  a decocdion 
of  barley  and  liquorice-root,  with  a little  vinegar,  con- 
veyed by  means  of  a funnel  to  the  lungs,  afforded  con- 
fidcrable  relief ; but  the  cough  and  pain  foon  returned. 

He: 
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He  took  a fpoonful  of  the  fquill  julep  four  times  during 
the  night,  and  thirty  drops  of  antimonial  wine  in  each 
dofe.  He  found  his  cough  relieved  by  the  medicine, 
and  expedloration  promoted.  On  the  morning  of  the 
15th  his  pulfe  beat  96  in  a minute,  and  he  complained 
of  a pain  between  the  flioulders.  A blifter  was  applied 
to  the  pained  part ; when  it  began  to  operate,  the  pain 
abated,  and  he  had  fome  deep,  but  it  was  interrupted 
by  frequent  returns  of  the  cough.  His  fkin  became 
cool,  and  his  pulfe  foft ; it  beat  78  in  a minute.  A 
repetition  of  the  antimonial  medicine  was  recommended, 
but  not  ufed.  He  w^as  more  uneafy  in  the  evening, 
reded  very  ill  in  the  night,  and  continued  to  be  much 
didreded  during  the  next  day.  On  the  evening  of  the 
17th  his  pulfe  beat  82  in  a minute.  He  complained 
of  third,  and  his  face  was  much  dudied.  A laxa- 
tive  glyder  was  injedled  in  the  evening,  and  thirty  drops 
of  elixir  paregoricum  were  given  at  bed-time  in  a 
fpoonful  of  the  fquill  julep.  He  was  cool  in  the  night, 
had  no  third,  and  dept  tolerably  well.  His  pulfe  in 
the  morning  beat  only  68  in  a minute,  but  his  breathing 
was  not  quite  eafy.  From  that  time  he  recovered 
drength  gradually,  but  not  without  fome  interruption 
from  the  return  of  the  cough,  difficulty  of  breathing, 
and  codivenefs.  The  cough  was  moderated  by  the  ufe 
of  the  elixir  paregoricum  and  pedloral  medicines,  and 
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the  other  fymptoms  were  removed  by  clyfters  and  gentle 
laxatives. 

CASE  11. 

In  my  early  pradiice  I was  deflred  to  viht  a man  of 
6o,  who  had  laboured  under  a pleuritic  fever  for  feven- 
days,  without  being  blooded,  or  taking  any  medicine. 
His  pulfe  was  hard,  full,  and  quick ; his  breathing 
laborious,  his  breaft  violently  pained,  and  he  coughed 
almoft  incelTantly.  As  the  difeafe  was  too  far  advanced 
to  be  removed  by  the  common  methods,  after  bleeding 
and  applying  a blifter,  a tea-fpoonful  of  the  antimonial 
wine  was  preferibed  every  four  hours.  The  firfl:  dofe 
excited  a gentle  diaphorefis,  which  greatly  alleviated 
the  feverity  of  the  fymptoms,  and  gave  the  patient  fo 
good  an  opinion  of  the  medicine,  that  he  greatly  ex- 
ceeded the  quantity  preferibed,  and  took  no  lefs  than 
an  ounce  of  the  wine  in  twelve  hours.  It  fweated, 
vomited,  and  purged.  In  the  morning  his  pulfe  was 
foft  and  regular,  he  breathed  eahly,  the  pain  vanilhed, 
and  no  complaint  but  weaknefs  remained. 
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CHAP.  V. 

General  Obfervations  on  Inflammations  of  the 

Abdominal  Vifcera. 

Having  thus  finifhed  our  obfervations  on  the 
pleurify,  it  may  now  be  proper  to  take  a view  of 
fome  inflammatory  difeafes  which  are  accompanied  with 
peculiar  circumftances,  and  require  a particular  method 
of  cure  ; but  as  the  antiphlogiflic  method  is  applicable 
in  all  inflammations,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  point  out 
fome  exceptions  from  the  general  rules  which  have 
already  been  delivered. 

I 

The  flomach,  mefentery,  fpleen,  kidneys,  ureters, 
bladder,  and  the  fpermatic  veffels,  are  fubjeft  to  in- 
flammation, but  the  fymptoms  of  it  are  equivocal ; the 
pain,  though  acute,  is  not  fo  violent ; and  the  pulfe, 
though  quick,  is  not  hard  and  full,  as  in  the  pleurify, 
but  fmall  and  contradfed.  An  inflammation  in  any 
of  thefe  vifcera  is  generally  accompanied  with  naufea 
and  vomiting,  often  with  coflivenefs,  and  fometimes 
with  purging.  An  inexperienced  pradlitioner  may 
miftake  flatulent  pains  in  the  bowels  for  an  inflam rna- 
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tion  ; but  an  attentive  conlideration  of  the  fyniptoms 
will  generally  folve  the  difficulty.  Flatulent  pains  are 
conflantly  ffiiftin’g,  but  the  inflammatory  continue  fixed 
in  one  fpot ; the  former  are  feldom  accompanied  with 
heat,  thirft,  vomiting,  or  a quick  pulfe  ; but  thefe  are 
almoft  infeparable  from  the  latter.  Perfons  of  a lax 
conftitutioh,  who  complain  of  acidity  and  indigeftion 
in  the  bowels,  are  fubjedl  to  flatulent  diforders.  Thofe 
ol  a thin  make,  rigid  fibres,  and  a quick  digeftion,  are 
liable  to  inflammatory  difeafes.  The  cure  is  in  general 
the  fame  which  hath  already  been  recommended  for 
the  pleurify;  but  there  are  fome  particular  exceptions. 
In  the  former,  bleeding  is  preferibed  to  reduce  the  pulfe ; 
but  in  the  latter,  that  is  low  and  contrasted  in  the 
beginning,  and  bleeding  mufi;  be  perfifted  in  till  it  rifes. 
In  the  pleurify  it  hath  been  found  beneficial  to  keep 
the  belly  foluble  by  clyfters,  and  gentle  laxatives  j but 
in  all  inflammations  of  the  abdominal  vifeera,  clyfters 
are  more  peculiarly  indicated  ; for  while  they  empty  the 
bowels,  they  aSt  as  a fomentation,  and  mitigate  the 
violence  of  the  pain  in  the  inflamed  parts : and  even 
when  the  complaint  is  accompanied  with  a diarrhcea, 
foft  lubricating  clyfters  are  not  only  anodyne,  but  they 
dilute  and  carry  oft"  the  acrid  humours  lodged  in  the 
inteftines.  Thin  lubricating  drinks  contribute  alfo  to 
this  end,  but  every  thing  acrid  or  ftimulating  ought  to 
be  avoided. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Of  the  Hepatitis^  or  Inflammation  of  the  Liver. 

TH  E liver  is  fo  infenfible  that  it  is  often  injured 
beyond  recovery,  before  the  patient  feels  any 
alarming  fymptom  ; but  though  an  inflammation  of  it 
is  attended  with  lefs  pain  than  that  of  any  of  the  other 
bowels,  it  may  be  difcovered  by  a fenfation  of  weight 
in  the  part,  a flight  inclination  to  vomit,  coftivenefs,- 
a yellow  colour  of  the  fldn,  and  in  the  white  of  the  eye. 
The  urine  will  alfo  fometimes  tinge  a linnen  cloth  yel- 
low, but  this  is  not  a conftant  fymptom.  Authors  have 
mentioned  figns  peculiar  to  this  difeafe,  as  it  affedls  the 
fubftance  of  the  liver,  or  its  membranes,  the  concave  or 
convex  part ; but  of  thefe  diftinftions  I know  nothing 
from  experience. 

\ 

The  cure,  as  in  all  other  inflammations,  confifts  chiefly- 
in  an  early  and  diligent  ufe  of  the  antiphlogiftic  me- 
thod. Deobftruent,  and  faponaceous  medicines,  have 
good  effedts ; and  the  obftrudlion  hath  fometimes  been 
refolved  by  bliftering.  In  the  Kaft-Indies^  where  the 
difeafe  is  more  frequent  than  in  Britain,  mercury  hath 

been 
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been  ufed  fuccefsfully  : but  of  this  I have  had  no  ex- 
perience. In  one  inftance  I have  known  an  abfcefs  on 
the  concave  part  of  the  liver  difcharged  by  an  opening 
made  about  two  inches  from  the  fpine  ; it  contained 
about  a quart  of  very  foetid  matter.  A canula  was  kept 
in  the  opening,  till  the  ulcer  was  healed,  and  the  patient 
reftored  to  health.  When  the  operation  W'as  performed, 
I put  my  finger  into  the  opening,  and  felt  diftindtly 
the  fubftance  of  the  liver. 


In  another  cafe,  the  fymptoms  were  fo  flight  that  the 
difeafe  was  at  firfl;  miftaken  for  a jaundice.  The 
patient  furvived  the  firfl.  attack  more  than  two  years, 
but  after  a lingering  illnefs  it  proved  fatal. 


On  opening  the  body  a very  large  abfcefs  appeared  on 
the  convex  part  of  the  liver,  and  fevei'al  adhefions  of  the 
inteflines  to  the  peritoneum  ; but  thefe  had  probably 
been  produced  in  the  courfe  of  the  illnefs,  during  the 
greateft  part  of  which  the  patient  was  almofl  conflantly 
confined  to  bed,  and  fo  much  pained  that  he  was  obliged 
at  length  to  take  every  day  no  lefs  than  two  table-fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  tinflura  thebaica. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  Ileus,  or  Inflammation  of  the  Inteflines, 

TH  E inteftines  may  be  inflamed  in  any  part  of 
their  fubftance,  and  this  may  happen  with  or 
without  either  loofenefs,  or  conftipation.  In  thefe  cafes 
the  cure  is  the  fame  as  in  other  inflammations.  It  is,, 
however,  a neccflTary  caution  carefully  to  avoid  every 
kind  of  food  or  drink  which  may,  in  the  leaf!:,  irritate 
the  tender  inflamed  parts ; and  it  will  be  proper  to  pre- 
fcribe  large  quantities  of  mild,  lubricating,  mucilaginous 
fluids.  But  the  mofi:  frequent  form  of  this  difeafe  is 
the  ileus,  which  requires  a particular  confideration. 

The  ileus,  or  iliac  paflion,  takes  its  name  from  the 
inteftinum  ileum,  in  which  it  is  often  feated ; or,  ac- 
cording to  fome  authors,  from  the  Greek  word  iihiut 
eonvolvo,  becaufe  the  inteflines  have  been  fuppofed  to 
be  inverted  or  twifled^ 

It  is  generally  accompanied  with  a violent  pain,  ob- 
ftinate  coflivenefs,  flcknefs,  belching,  naufea,  vomiting,, 
and  a fupprefllon,  or  difficulty  of  making  urine.  If 

the 
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the  difeafc  is  feated  in  the  fuperior  part  of  the  inteftinal 
tube,  the  food  and  drink  is  difcharged  by  vomiting ; 
when  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  is  lower,  the  excrements 
are  alfo  brought  up  *.  The  pulfe  is  hard  and  con- 
tradled,  the  patient’s  ftrength  quickly  wafled,  the  belly 
fwells,  the  extremities  become  cold,  a profufe,  clammy 
fweat  is  diffufed  over  the  body,  the  patient  links  infen- 
fibly,  or  dies  in  agony.  In  the  former  cafe  a mortih- 
cation  takes  place,  with  a remiffion  of  all  the  violent 
lymptoms ; in  the  latter,  the  inflammation  increafeth, 
the  pain  becomes  more  violent,  and  the  difeafc  is  ter- 
minated by  convulfions,  and  fubfultus  tendinum.  If 
neither  of  thefe  happen,  and  the  patient  is  conflderably 
relieved,  but  not  quite  free  from  pain,  it  is  probable 
that  a fuppuration  hath  taken  place,  the  event  of  which 
will  be  various,  according  to  the  circumftances  with 
which  it  is  attended.  If  the  ulcer  is  difcharged  into 
the  intefliinal  tube,  the  patient  will  probably  recover  ; 
but  if  it  is  emptied  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the 
difeafe  will  prove  fatal. 

No  difeafe  requires  fo  extenflve  application  of  the 
antiphlogiftic  regimen  as  the  ileus,  and  there  is  none  in 

which 

* Modo  fupra  umbilicum,  modo  fub  nmbilico  dolorem  mover.  Fit  in 
alteriitro  loco  inflammatio  : nec  alvus,  ncc  fpiritus  infra  tranfmittitur. 
Si  fuperior  pars  adedta  eil,  cibus : fi  inferior,  ftercus  per  os  redditur : ii 
utralibet  metus  eft. 

CelfuSy  lib.  iv.  cap.  13.  p.  218.  Lugduni^  1746. 


41 


Inflammation  of  the  Inteflines. 

which  an  inexperienced  pradiitioner  may  more  eafily  be 
deceived  with  refpedt  to  the  expediency  of  ufing  it. 
In  the  beginning  the  pulfe,  though  hard,  is  neither  full 
nor  frequent ; and  therefore  no  danger  of  inflammation 
is  apprehended,  but  the  pain  is  attributed  to  flatulence, 
or  indigeftion,  while  hot,  fpicy  medicines,  fpirits,  or 
opium,  are  prefcribed,  by  which  the  inflammation  is 
increafed,  and  the  difeafe  aggravated. 

The  diagnoftic  figns  which  lead  to  the  knowledge. of 
it  are,  a hard-contra<fled  pulfe,  flcknefs,  naufea  and 
vomiting,  and  a fixed  increafing  pain  in  the  bowels. 
Flatulent  pains  are  diftinguifhed  from  it,  by  moving 
from  one  part  of  the  inteftinal  tube  to  another,  by  the 
abfence  of  naufea  and  vomiting,  and  the  foftnefs  of  the 
pulfe.  But  when  any  doubt  arifes,  it  may  often  be 
folved  by  attending  to  the  conftitution  of  the  patient, 
and  by  making  a careful  inquiry  concerning  his  habit, 
and  the  difeafes  to  which  he  hath  been  conftitutionally 
fubjcdted. 

Though  an  inflammation  of  the  inteflines  is  always  a 
dangerous  difeafe,  yet  when  proper  remedies  are  early 
applied,  it  is  often  happily  removed.  It  is  lefs  danger- 
ous to  young  perfons  than  to  thofe  of  a more  advanced 
age.  When  the  pain  abates ; when  the  naufea  and 

G vomiting 
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vomiting  ceafe  ; when  wind  is  difcharged  downwards ; 

% 

w’hen  the  pulfe  becomes  quicker,  fofter,  and  more  free ; 
and  efpecially  when  ftools  can  be  procured,  a favourable 
termination  may  with  certainty  be  prognofticated. 

But  if  no  evacuation  can  be  obtained  ; if  the  urine 
is  retained  ; if  the  vomiting  increafeth,  and  is  accom- 
panied with  belching  and  hiccup  ; if  the  belly  fwells, 
and  the  extremities  become  cold,  the  cafe  is  def- 
perate. 

The  cure  of  the  iliac  paffion  is  chiefly  to  be  accom- 
pliflied  by  bleeding,  anodyne  fomentations  and  clyflers, 
foft,  mucilaginous  drink,  laxative  medicines,  and  blif- 
tering  the  pained  part.  But  thefe  remedies  will  not 
fucceed  without  the  flridtefl:  care  and  attentioa  in  the- 
application  of  thenx. 

If  purgatives  are  given  in  the  beginning,  they  operate, 
as  emetics,  and  increafe  the  violence  of  the  difeafe. 
The  whole  attention,  therefore,  mull  be  firfl:  employed 
in  mitigating  the  pain,  in  foothing  the  irritated  and 
inflamed  parts,  and  in  checking  the  violence  of  the: 
vomiting. 
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To  accomplifh  thefe  purpofes,  large  and  repeated 
bleedings  are  the  principal  remedy  ; and  it  hath  fome- 
times  been  abfolutely  neceffary  to  take  away  140  ounces 
of  blood  in  four  days.  At  the  fame  time  emollient 
clyflers  are  to  be  injeded,  and  fomentations  to  be  ap- 
plied externally 

The  vomiting  is  fometimes  alleviated  by  fmall  dofes 
of  fait  of  wormwood,  diffolved  in  lemon  juice,  and  taken 
during  the  effervefcence. 

Opiates  have  alfo  been  often  ufed  with  fuccefs,  but 
are  hurtful  when  given  in  the  beginning. 

After  bleeding  plentifully,  when  the  vomiting,  pain, 
and  other  alarming  fymptoms  are  appeafed,  it  is  proper 
to  procure  a free  difeharge  by  flool,  knee  unlefs  that 
falutary  evacuation  can  be  fpeedily  obtained,  all  the 
former  lymptoms  will  foon  return  with  redoubled  vio- 
lence. 

For  this  purpofe  the  mildeft  purgatives  are  mod; 
eligible,  knee  thofe  of  the  draftic  kind  are  apt'  to 
irritate  the  inflamed  parts,  and  to  aggravate  every  alarm- 

G 2 ing 

^ Remedium  eft  rangiilncm  mittere  : calida  cataplafmata  admovere.  Si 
dolor  non  quiefeit,  etiaminalvum  ex  parte  inferiore  tres  autquatuor  cyathos 
caiidi  olei  dare. 


Celfus^  ubi  fupra. 
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ing  fymptom.  I have  found  no  purging  remedy  anfwer 
fo  well  in  this  difeafe  as  the  fal  catharticmn  amarum^ 
recommended  by  Sir  fohr,  Pringle^  upon  the  authority 
-of  Dr.  Hebberden 


Some  have  prefcribed  the  Pilulce  ex  Colocynthidey 
Calomel.^  and  other  fmart  purgatives,  joined  with  opium; 
but  if  thcfe  are  given  in  the  inflamed  ftate  of  the  dif- 
eafe, when  the  vomiting  is  incelTant,  and  the  pain 
violent,  they  often  do  harm  ; and  even  when  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  pain  is  mitigated  by  plentiful  bleeding, 
their  effeds  are  neither  fo  certain,  nor  their  operation 
fo  fafe,  as  thofe  of  more  gentle  laxatives.  The  return 
of  the  pain  is  prevented,  and  the  operation  of  purging 
medicines  promoted  by  blifters. 


Both  the  warm  and  cold  bath  have  been  recommended 
by  different  authors.  I have  never  had  any  expe- 
rience of  the  lafl: ; and  though  I have  often  prefcribed 
warm  bathing,  yet  I could  never  obferve  that  it  had 
better  or  more  fpeedy  effeds  than  laxative  clyffers  and 
emollient  fomentations.  The  inconveniencies  attending 

O 

it,  and  the' hazard  of  the  patient’s  catching  cold,  have 
long  flnce  determined  me  to  relinquifh  the  pradice. 


Swallowing 


* Vide  Cafe  III.  p.  52  and  Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the 
Army,  p.  151,  6th  edition,  London,  1768. 
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Swallowing  lead,  or  quicklilver,  hath  alfo  been  pre- 
fcribed,  but  the  uncertainty  and  danger  of  thefe  reme- 
dies have  hitherto  deterred  me  from  uhng  them  ; and 
the'rather,  becaufe  I have  found  that  the  methods  al- 
ready mentioned  have,  when  early  applied,  genera  lly 
proved  fuccefsful. 

The  ileus  hath  hitherto  been  only  treated  of  as  an  acute 
difeafe,  terminating  either  fpeedily  in  death,  or  a com- 
pleat  recovery  ; but  there  are  other  fymptoms  attend- 
ing it  which  require  the  moft  attentive  obfervation. 
Sometimes  the  inflammation  yields,  the  pain  abates,  the 
vomiting  is  reftrained,  and  the  fever  is  intirely  fubdued ; 
yet  the  patient  continues  coflive,  and  gradually  becomes 
weaker  ; he  lofes  his  appetite,  his  third:  increafes,  the 
belly  is  hard  and  diftended,  and  the  legs  fwell.  Thefe 
are  fymptoms  which  frequently  occur,  even  in  this 
country ; but  thofe  who  return  from  hot  climates, 
after'  having  laboured  under  the  dry  belly-ach,  have 
more  fevere  complaints.  Their  limbs  become  paralytic ; 
they  are  diftreffed  with  frequent  returns  of  vomiting, 
and  violent  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  often  with  fevere 
feverifh  paroxyfms. 

Thefe  complaints,  when  of  long  continuance,  do 
not  yield  to  the  remedies  which  are  often  fuccefsfully 
ufed  in  the  recent  date  of  the  difeafe.  Purgatives, 

have 
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have  no  other  effetl  than  to  empty  the  bowels,  and 
after  their  operation,  the  patient  becomes  as  coftive, 
and  as  much  diftrelTed  as  before.  Fomentations  allay 
the  feverity  of  the  pain,  but  the  relief  procured  by 
-them  is  only  temporary. 

The  cure  mufl;  then  be  varied  according  to  the  htua- 
tion  of  the  patient,  and  may  be  fitly  divided  into  two 
different  branches ; the  firft,  refpefting  the  pain  and 
vomiting,  is  the  fame  which  hath  already  been  re- 
commended in  the  recent  ftate  of  the  ileus ; excepting 
that  bleeding  cannot  now  be  proper,  unlefs  in  the 
cafe  of  fome  recent  inflammation  ; and  even  there  it 
ought  to  be  ufed  very  fparingly.  If,  therefore,  the  pa- 
tient hath  been  much  reduced  by  the  continuance  of 
the  difeafe  and  by  evacuations,  and  further  bleeding 
fliould  ftill  be  indicated,  cupping  is  to  be  preferred,  as 
it  empties  the  veffels  of  the  part  affedfed  more  effeclu- 
ally  than  a general  evacuation,  without  exhaufting  the 

Having  palliated  the  feverity  of  the  fymptoms,  the 
next  care  is  to  prevent  their  return ; and  for  this 
purpofe  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary  that  the  body  fliould 
be  kept  open  : but  as  purgatives  commonly  induce  a 
coftive  habit,  deobftruent  and  faponaceous  medicines  are 
to  be  prefcribed,  to  which  aromatics  and  gentle  aftrin- 

gents 
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gents  fhould  be  joined.  By  thefe  the  bilious  fecretions 
are  promoted,  the  bowels  ftrengthened,  their  periftaltic: 
motion  increafed,  and  the  natural  evacuations  re- 
ftorcd. 


In  this  ftate  of  the  difeafe  the  tmdrure  of  Ipecaciian' 
hatli  been  prefcribed  with  fuccefs ; but  as  I have  not: 
yet  had  fufficient  opportunity  of  determining  its  effects, , 
I fliall,  in  fome  of  the  following  cafes,  relate  the  par- 
ticular circumftances  attending  the  ufe  of  it,  without- 
pretending  at  prefent  to  draw  any  general,  inferences, 
from  fuch  imperfeil  experience  of  its  virtues 

The  Oleum  Ricini  hath  alfo  been  warmly  recora-- 
mended,  and.  feems  well,  adapted  to  this  flage  of  the. 
difeafe  y but  having  had  no  opportunity  of  ufing  it,  T 
cannot,  recommend  it,  from  experience  -f-* 

* Vide  C^its  ,11.  and  III.  p.  52,  &c, 

•f*  Vide  an  account  of  the  Oleum  Ricini^  commonly  called  Cajior  Oik  > 
and  its  effe6ls  as  a medicine,  efpecially  in  bilious  diforders  j by  Dr.  "Thomas 
Vrafer^  of  Antigua, 

Medical  Ohferv aliens  and  Inquiries^  vol.  xvi.  p.  .235.  London^.\l(>i. . 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Cafes  of  the  Ileus, 

CASE  1. 

■ . A BOUT  thirty  years  of  age,  having  lived 

Jl\.  more  freely  than  ufual  for  fome  days, 
was  feized,  on  the  12th  of  “January^  ^759i  after  eating 
a hearty  fupper,  with  violent  pain  in  his  belly,  and  a 
fuppreflion  of  urine.  Thirteen  ounces  of  blood  were 
immediately  taken  by  his  apothecary,  and  two  draughts 
were  given,  in  each  of  which  were  contained  twenty- 
five  gutts  of  T’inB.  Thebaicaf  and  thirty  gutts  of  fpirit 
cf  nitre.  On  the  13th  in  the  morning,  when  I firft 
vifited  him,  his  pulfe  was  hard  and  contradled,  and  beat 
88  pulfations  in  a minute;  his  face  was  much  fluihed, 
his  eyes  inflamed,  and  he  had  not  gone  to  ftool  fince 
the  beginning  of  his  illnefs ; his  urine  was  pale,  and  a 
cloud  was  fufpended  in  it.  Twenty  ounces  of  blood 
were  immediately  taken  ; his  belly  was  fomented,  and 
two  fpoonsful  of  the  B.mulf  Camphorata  was  given 
every  four  hours,  and  a fpoonful  of  a julep,  confifting  of 


I 


Inflammation  of  the  Intefines,  49 

equal  parts  of  fimple  water  and  Spiritus  Mindereriy  be- 
ing  given  in  the  intervals.  At  three  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  the  pain,  which  had  abated  after  the 
bleeding,  recurred  with  violence,  and  his  pulfe  beat 
only  64  in  a minute.  Twenty-feven  ounces  of  blood 
were  immediately  taken,  the  pain  was  alleviated,  and 
the  pulfe  rofe  to  96.  The  following  mixture  was  then 

No.  I.  R.  Aquce  Menthce  fmplich  uncias  fex-, 

Magnefce  Albce  unciam^ 

Pulveris  rhcei  drachmam-f 
Syrupi  ex  althcea  unciam-^ 

Capiat  Cochlearium  fngulis  femihorisy  donee  his  terve 
foluta  fiterit  alvus. 

A clyfter  was  injected  in  the  evening,  and  returned  in 
ten  minutes  without  effect ; but  at  nine  o’clock  he  had 
a loofe  ftool.  His  pain  recurred  violently  at  five  in  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  when  twenty  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  ; and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  twelve  ounces 
were  taken  at  mid-day.  His  pulfe  immediately  rofe 
to  128;  he  had  three  loofe  ftools,  and  therefore  the 
laxative  mixture  was  difeontinued.  On  the  15th  he 
was  perfedlly  free  from  pain,  and  took  a large  dofe  of 
the  laxative  mixture,  which  purged  five  times  without 
griping.  He  refied  well  in  the  night,  but  on  the 

H morning 
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morning  of  the  i6th  the  pain  returned,  and  his  pulfe 
funk  to  62.  Thirty-two  ounces  of  blood  were  imme- 
diately taken  with  the  fame  good  effect  as  before ; his 
pain  abated,  and  his  pulfe  rofe  to  112.  As  he  had 
made  little  water  with  a good  deal  of  pain,  the  fol- 
lowing emulhon  was  prefcribed  ; 

No.  11.  Jc.  CamphorcB  drachmam., 

Salts  Nitri  purl  femidrachmam., 
Amygdalarutn  conttifarum  femiunciam.,y 
Aquce  Rutce  uncias  o&o. 

Fiat  emuljio. 

Capiat  Cochlearium  fubinde  urgente  dolore  aut  dyfuria. 

After  the  bleeding  a profufe  fweat  broke  out,  yet  the 
pain  continued,  and  he  complained  of  vafl  anxiety  and 
dcknefs ; but  thefe  complaints  were  relieved  by  vomit- 
ing. About  mid-day  he  had  a great  dehre  for  cold 
water,  in  which  he  was  indulged  ; he  drank  it  freely, 
and  it  inftantly  foothed  the  pain,  and  greatly  promoted 
the  fweat.  The  diaphoretic  julep y with  the  Spiritus 
Mindereriy  was  continued,  and  he  drank  freely  of 
barley-water.  He  refted  well  in  the  night,  was  free 
from  pain  in  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and  made  water 
ealily.  His  pain  returned  in  the  evening,  and  ten  ounces 
of  blood  were  immediately  taken  at  the  ancle.  He 
refted  well  in  the  night,  but  complained  of  a flight 
return  of  his  pain  in  the  morning,  which  was  removed 

by 
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by  fomenting,  and  drinking  warm  chicken-water.  The 
diaphoretic  julep  was  continued ; chicken-water  and 
barley-water  were  ufed  for  ordinary  drink,  and  the  fo- 
mentation was  applied  when  he  felt  any  return  of  the 
pain.  He  recovered  gradually,  his  third;  abated,  the 
pain  vanilhed,  and  the  pulfe  fubhded  to  a natural  ftate. 
He  loft,  during  the  firft  four  days  of  his  illnefs,  no  lefs 
than  134  ounces  of  blood. 

C A S E IL 

A young  man  of  eighteen,  or  nineteen  years  of  age, 
was  feized  at  Edinburgh  with  the  iliac  paffion,  accom- 
panied with  violent  pain,  obftinate  conftipation,  and 
inceflant  vomiting.  Proper  remedies  were  prefcribed 
by  two  eminent  phylicians,  but  though  the  inflammation 
and  pain  abated,  yet  his  recovery  did  not  go  on 
fuccefsfully  ; on  the  contrary  he  continued  coftive,  and 
had  no  ftools  unlefs  by  clyfters  or  purgatives.  Every 
thing  he  took  was  foon  throv/n  up ; he  had  no  appetite ; 
and  his  third;  was  intolerable.  A variety  of  medicines 
were  ufed  for  more  than  two  months,  but  without  eflect. 
His  complaints  increafed,  and  his  firength  was  exceed- 
ingly reduced.  He  was  at  laft  fent  to  the  country  ; a 
vegetable  diet  and  goat-whey  were  prefcribed ; and 
exercife  on  horfe-back,  or  in  a carriage,  was  recom- 
mended. But  he  could  endure  neither.  His  weaknefs 

PI  2 increafed. 
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iacreafcd,  and  fie  at  lafi:  returned  home  without  any 
Jiopes  of  recovery.  At  this  period  of  the  difeafe  I was 
deilred  to  vifit  him.  He  was  reduced  to  the ' lowef!: 
pitch  of  weaknefs,  was  perfedlly  emaciated,  and  almofi; 
unconfcious  of  his  diffrrefs,  and  of  every  thing  that  had 
happened  to  him.  His  puffe  was  flow  and  languid, 
and  beat  only  forty  pulfations  in  a minute.  In  this- 
fituation  he  was  unable  to  take  much  medicine,  and 
little  could  be  expedled  from  it.  As  his  complaints 
feemed  to  proceed  from  weaknefs  and  laxity  in  the  in- 
tedines,  which  rendered  them  incapable  of  propelling  the 
excrements,  it  was  judged  that  a medicine  which 
could  eafily  be  taken,  and  v/ould  gently  excite  the 
flomach  and  inteftines  into  contraction,  might  be  of 
fervice.  Thirty  gutts  of  'TinElure  of  Ipecacuan  were- 
given  three  times  in  the  day.  In  two  days  he  had  a 
natural  dool ; his  pulfe  became  flronger,.  and  beat  72 
pulfations  in  a minute  j an  equal  and  agreeable  warmth 
was  diffufed  over  the  body  ; his  third  abated,  his  appe- 
tite returned,  and  he  v/as  foon  redored  to  perfect  health., 

CASE  in. 

A gentleman,  aged  thirty,  who  had  redded  more  than 
two  years  in  yamaicay  and'  had  been  afflicted  in  that 
idand  with  the  dry  belly-ach  and  remitting  fever,  re- 
turned to  London  in  the  beginning  of  February,  1769. 

At 
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At  that  time  his  belly  v/as  hard  and  confiderab  y in- 
flated. He  was  extremely  coftive,  and  ma  e ^itt  e 
urine.  He  complained  of  great  thirft  and  want  ot  ap- 
petite ; fometimes  of  bitter  eruaations,  but  oftener  of 
acidity  in  his  ftomach,  and  always  of  a ienfation  o 
heat  Thefe  fymptoms  had  continued  ever  fince  the 
firft  attack  of  the  belly-ach.  On  the  2 1 ft  of  February 
he  was  feized  with  violent  pain,  ficknefs,  and  vomiting; 
he  had  no  ftools,  - and  nothing  could  be  retained  in  his. 
ftomach.  On  the  22d  the  following  laxative  was  pre- 

fcribed  : 

No.  III.  Salts  cathartici  amari  uncias  duasy 

fohe  in  aqucsfontance  bullierttis  fefqui  hbram. 

Capiat  cochkaria  dm  fingulit  berk  vel  femiboris,  donee 
bis  terve  foluta  fuerit  alvus. 


It  operated  briikly,  and  the  ficknefs  and  vomiting  abated. 

The  FinEiure  of  Fpecacuan  was  then  preferibed  ia 
the  following  form  : 


No.  IV.  R.  -Aquee  cinamomi  fmplicis  unciam  unam., 

FinElurce  Ipecacuance  gutt as  viginti  quinque,. 
Syrupi  croci  drachmas  duas. 

F.  hauflus  ter  de  die  exhibendus. 

While  he  continued  to  ufe  it  he  had  repilar  ftools,. 

and  was  free  from  pain ; but  upon  giving  it  up  He  was 

ieized 


5-1-  the  Ileus.)  or 

feized  with  a new  attack  of  his  diforder,  whicli  was 
again  removed  by  the  Sal  Catharticum  Amarum  ; and 
in  order  to  prevent  a relapfe,  the  following  medicines 
were  prefcribed : 

'No.  V.  Gummi  AJfafoetidcey 

Galbani  aua  drachmam) 

Saponis  veneti) 

Salts  T’artari  ana  drachmas  duas, 

Syrupi  de  Rhamno  q.  s. 

F.  Majfa  m pilulas  granarum  quinque  di- 
videnda. 

Capiat  fex  hora  undecima  matutmU)  et  quinta  pome- 
ridiana  fuperbibendo  Cyathum  infufiotiis  fequentis. 

No.  VI.  R.  Baccarum  yuniperi, 

Radicis  Zinziberi  ana  drachmas  duaS) 
AqucB  fontance  bullientis  femilibram. 
Macera  per  noSietn  et  cola. 

No.  VII.  Gummi  AJfafcetidas  femidrachmam) 

Aloes  fuccotrince  grana  decern) 

Syrupi  balfatnici  q.  s. 

F.  Majfa  in  pilulas  no.  v.  dividenda)  hora  fomni  exhi- 
beitda)  et  Ji  alvus  fuerit  aJlriSla)  pro  re  nata  repet  end  a. 


2 


The 


Injlammation  of  the  Inteftiner, 

The  fwelling,  pain,  and  diftenfion  in  the  belly, 
were  removed  ; his  third;  abated,  his  appetite  returned,, 
and  he  gradually  recovered. 


END  of  PART  I. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE 

PREVAILING  DISEASES 

I N 

GREAT  BRITAIN,  &c. 


PART  II. 

Of  Putrid  Fevers. 

INTRODUCTION. 

IF  by  a fever  is  underftood  an  increafed  velocity 
of  the  blood,  attended  with  great  heat  and  thirflr, 
there  are  few  difeafes  which  are  not,  at  fome  pe- 
riod, accompanied  with  thefe  fymptoms.  But  fuch  cafes 
being  too  tranfitory  to  admit  of  any  regular  defcription, 
are  here  intirely  omitted. 


I 


The 
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The  inflammatory  difeafes  which  have  been  treated- 
of  in  the  former  part  of  this  work,  though  they  cannot, 
perhaps,  be  ftridlly  denominated  epidemic,  yet,  as  they 
are  uniform  and  regular,^  their  eharadteriftic  fymptoms 
are  clearly  marked,  and  the  pradlical  rules  concerning 
them  having  been  confirmed  by  experience^  may  be 
ufeful  to  thofe  who  have  not,  from  their  own  obferva- 
tion,  had  an  opportunity  of  being  fully  informed  con- 
serning  them. 

But  thefe,  as  well  as  the  anomalous  dileafes  aheadv 
mentioned,  occur  feldom,  and  alredl;  only  a few  indi- 
viduals. The  putrid,  or  remitting  fever,  is  the  epidemic 
of  all  ag  es  and  climates:,  it  is  the  fcourge  of  the  human 
race  ; it  affedls  our  fleets  and  armies  ; cities  are  depo- 
pulated by  it ; and  wherever  men  are  crouded  together 
in  fraall  apartments,  it  rages  with  violence.  The  lymp- 
toms  of  it  are  various  and  irregular,  and  have  given 
rife  to  innumerable  diftinclions,  which  tend  to  perplex 
and  miflead  phyficians,  and  have  rendered  the  method, 
of  cure  precarious,  though  it  might  perhaps  be  reduced 
to  greater  certainty  and  fimplicity  than  that  of  any  other 
difeafe.. 
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CHAP.  1. 


Of  the  Remitting  Fevei 


SECT. 


L 


Defcriptmt  of  the  Difenfe. 

TH  E remitting  fever  occurs  at  all  times,  but  is  moft 
frequent  in  dole,  damp  weather,  and  efpecially 
when  it  is  uncommonly  warm  and  moift,  in  fpring  and 
autumn.  Itismofl;  incident  to  thofe  who  are  employed 
in  hard  labour,  and  who  are  much  expofed  in  the  open 
air.  Thofe  who  live  comfortably,  who  are  well  ac- 
commodated,  and  defended  from  the  injuries  of  the 
weather,  are  not  fo  readily  nor  dangeroully  affedled. 
It  is  therefore  more  frequent  amongft  the  inferior  clafs 
of  people,  than  thofe  of  higher  rank  ; in  the  country 
than  in  towns  j and  in  fmall  houfes  (when  a numerous 
family  is  crowded  together  in  narrow  apartments),  it 
becomes  exceedingly  malignant  and  infedlious. 


I 2 
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t6o  Of  the  Remitting  Fever. 

Of  this  many  remarkable  inflianees  have  occurred. 
One  may  be  mentioned  as  an  example.  The  remitting 
fever  broke  out  in  the  houfe  of  a coniiderable  farmer 
in  Berwickjhire.  His  family  conhfted  of  thirty-fix 
people.  They  were  crowded  together  in  a houfe  which 
was  only  flxteen  feet  wide,  and  about  forty  feet  long ; 
it  confifted  of  a ground- floor  and  garrets,  and  the  roof 
of  the  largeft  apartments  was  only  feven  feet  high.  The 
difeafe  foon  became  highly  malignant,  and  unfortunately 
the  fmall-pox,  at  the  fame  time,  broke  out  among  the 
children.  Notwithflanding  all  our  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent the  bad  confequences  arifing  from  crouded  apart- 
ments and  foul  air,  the  fever  and  finall-pox  were  both 
of  the  worfl;  kind,  and  were  accompanied  wdth  the 
higheft  figns  of  putrefadion.  Few  of  the  family 
entirely  efcaped  the  infedion  j two  perfons  died  of  the 
fever,  and  two  of  the  fmall-pox : the  reft  efcaped  with 
difficulty. 

'Fhe  invafion  of  the  fever  is  fometimes  fudden  and 
violent ; it  is  uffiered  in  with  coldnefs  and  ffiuddering, 
whicli  is  foon  followed  with  ardent  heat,  great  thirft, 
head-ach,  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  naufea  and  vo- 
miting. Thefe  fymptoms  are  generally  fucceeded  by 
a copious  ivveat,  and  a remiffion  or  intermiffion  enfues. 
In  fome  the  remiffion  is  complete  ; in  others  partial. 
Sometimes  it  continues  twenty-four  hours,  or  for  a 
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longer  fpace,  but  the  fever  much  oftener  returns  with 
violence  in  a few  hours.  In  fome  the  fhuddering  and 
coldnefs  is  flight  and  of  fhort  duration  ; but  fome  few, 
more  dangeroufly  affedled,  are  almoft  conflantly  cold, 
the  interchanges  of  heat  being  rare,  and  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeding the  natural  warmth  of  a healthy  ftate. 

In  fome  the  paroxyfms  are,  in  the  beginning,  ex- 
tremely mild;  the  complaints  are  not  judged  fo  im- 
portant as  to  require  any  ferious  attention  ; the  flck 
perfon,  as  well  as  his  phyflcian  and  attendants,  are 
lulled  into  a fatal  fecurity.  Exercife  is  perhaps  recom- 
mended, while  the  difeafe  is  imperceptibly  gaining 
ground,  and  the  ftrength  infenflbly  declining ; and 
though  the  patient  is  unable  to  walk  about,  yet  he  is 
unwilling  to  be  confined  to  bed,  till  at  lafl;  he  becomes 
delirio  us  and  ungov'crnable,  and  dies  in  a few  days. 

But  whatever  form  the  fever  may  at  firft  afiTume, 
the  remifllons,-  during  its  progrefs,  generally  become 
lefs  and  lefs  diftind,  and  are  often  almoft  intirely  loft 
in  a tedious  continual  fever,  accompanied  with  fome  of 
the  following  fymptoms,  for  it  muft  be  remarked,  that 
though  they  are  colleded  from  faithful  obfervation,  they 
are  never  united  in  one  perfon. 
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The  patient  is  either  comatous  or  delirions, 
and  indeed  that  fometimes  happens  before  the  fever 
hath  been  difcovered,  which  always  portends  a moft 
unfavourable  event.  If  evacuations,  diaphoretics,  or 
deobftruent  medicines  have  been  ufed  in  the  beginning, 
profufe  fweats  break  out,  and  are  accompanied  with 
eruptions  which  have  generally  been  diflinguifhed 
by  the  name  of  petechicE.  Their  appearance  is 
various  ; they  are  white,  red,  brown,  livid,  and 
klack ; fometimes  they  are  diftinft,  round  fpots,  and 
often  long  flrokes,  as  if  they  had  been  oceahoned  by 
T;ratching.  They  always  portend  danger,  but  when 
they  are  livid,  or  black,  they  denote  a difiblved  flate 
of  the  fluids  and  folids,  and  a high  degree  of  putre- 
fadion. 

The  flck  generally  complain  of  thirft,  but  are  fome- 
dmes  infenfible  of  that,  or  any  other  feeling.  They 
become  deaf,  and  tears  infenflbly  flow.  The  pulfe  is, 
in  the  beginning,  quick  and  full,  during  the  paroxyfm  ; 
and  from  thefe  circumftances  fome  phyflcians  have  been 
led  to  fufpecfl  inflammation,  and  have  been  induced  to 
ufe  large  and  repeated  evacuations,  which  never  fail  to 
increafe  the  malignity  of  the  difeafe. 

In  the  progrefl  of  the  fever  the  ftrength  of  the  pa- 
tient is  much  exhaufted ; his  hands  tremble  when  he 
r endeavours 
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endeavours  to  ufe  them ; and  the  tongue,  when  he 
attempts  to  put  it  out.  His  hght  is  much  im- 
paired, and  fometimes  the  air  appears  to  be  darkened, 
as  with  a thick  fmoak ; or  fmall  black  fpots,  com- 
monly called  mufcce  volitanteSj  feem  to  dance  before 
him. 

The  fweat,  and  other  excretions,  are  foetid  ; and  if 
the  room  is  fmall  and  clofe,  the  effluvia  render  the  air 
extremely  offenfive  and  infectious.  In  the  advanced 
ftage  of  the  difeafe,  the  throat,  tongue,  mouth,  lips, 
and  teeth,  are  covered  with  a brown  cruft,  which  often 
becomes  black,  and  is  fo  glutinous,  that  it  is  difficult 
or  impoffible  to  remove  it. — Spafms,  and  other  fymptoma 
which  have  been  denominated  nervous,  are  obferved. — 
The  parotid  glands  fwell,  and  are  fometimes  fuppu- 
rated.  — Parts  which  have  been  bruifed,  during  the 
fever,  become  gangrenous  5 and  there  are  many  well- 
attefted  inftances  of  mortified  limbs  being  fponta- 
neoufty  feparated  at  the  joints.  — Hiemorrhages 
at  the  nofe  and  mouth  are  not  uncommon,,  and  I 
, have  feen  blood  burft  from  the  pores  of  the  fflin, 
in  various  parts  of  the  body.  — A cough  is-  fome- 
times a concomitant  of  the  feveriffl  paroxyfm,  and 
many  are  relieved  by  an  expectoration  of  phlegm  tinged 
with  blood. — Some  have  been  diftreffed  with  pains, 
which  have  been  miftaken  for  rheumatic  or  pleuritic. 

0-th.ers 
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Others  are  fo  infenlible  as  not  to  be  roufed  by 
blifters,  cataplafms,  or  any  other  ftimulus.  Some 
dofe  continually.  Others  are  agitated  with  fear,  or 
alarmed  with  unpleafant  dreams.  The  ftomach  and 
belly  fwell,  the  pulfe  links,  the  breathing  becomes 
laborious,  and  is  often  interrupted  by  a hiccup.  A 
cold,  vifcid  fweat  breaks  out,  and  if  every  fenfation 
is  not  deftroyed,  the  lick  complain  of  vail  weight  and 
oppredion  at  the  bread.  The  extremities  become 
cold,  a profound  infenlibility  enfues,  fpafms  and  fubfultus 
tendinum  are  now  obferved,  and  death  gradually  ap- 
jiroaches,  unlefs  the  fatal  period  is  accelerated  by  violent 
convullions. 

The  lick  are  fometimes  coftive  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  but  it  is  oftener  accompanied  with 
a diarrhoea,  or  a dyfentery. 

The  urine  is  generally  rendered  in  fmall  quantity, 
and  often  with  difficulty.  It  is,  in  the  beginning,  high 
coloui'ed  and  tranfparent ; but,  in  the  progrefs  becomes 
turbid,  depodting  a very  copious  lateritious  fediment. 

The  duration  of  the  difeafe  is  various.  It  hath  fome- 
times been  terminated  in  death  or  recovery  in  a few 

j 

days ; but  it  hath  alfo  been  lengthened  out  for  feve- 
xal  weeks,  or  even  for  fome  months,  with  little  varia- 
tion. 
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tion.  But  when  it  is  neglected,  or  improperly  managed, 
it  generally  proves  fatal  at  fome  period  between  the 
eleventh  and  nineteenth  day. 

It  doth  not  always  terminate  in  death  or  recovery,  for 
it  fometimes  occahons  chronic  complaints,  of  various 
kinds ; but  efpecially  abdominal  obftrudions  and  drop- 
lies. 

When  it  terminates  favourably,  the  recovery  is  ge- 
nerally flow  and  gradual,  without  any  fenflble  crifls  ; 
and  the  lick  are  prone  to  relapfe  on  flight  occaflons, 
efpecially  on  being  expofed  to  damp  weather,  or  com- 
mitting any  irregularity  in  diet.  But  thefe  relaples, 
contrary  to  the  received  opinion,  are  flighter  and  lefs 
dangerous  than  the  firffc  attack  of  the  difeafe.  Yet 
they  are  exceedingly  tedious,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to 
guard  againfl:  them.  I have  known  inftances  where 
fuch  a tendency  to  feveriffi  paroxyfms  hath  continued 
feveral  years. 
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s E;  c T.  II: 


Of  the  Diagnofics, 


cliaradleriftic  Egns  of  this- difeafe  are  oB-- 
_L  vious ; almoft  every  fpecies  of  fever,  which  is-, 
not  fymptomatic,  attended  with  inflammation,,  nor- 
accompanied  with  fpecific  eruptions,  fuch  as  the  fmall- 
pox  or  meafles,.  may  Be  referred  to  this  clafs.  But 
without  infifting  on  this  pointj  which  will  be  further 
illuftrated  in  the  fequel,  I proceed  to  relate  the  peculiar^ 
figns  by  which  the  remitting  fever  may  be  diftinguiflied- 
from  other  diforders. 


It  is  attended  with  giddinefs,  head-ach,  languor,  and! 
deje6lion,  and  often  with  a pain  in  the  back  and  loins, , 
but  is  peculiarly  characterized,  by  the  remiflions,.  whichi 
are  generally  very  diftincl  in  the  beginning ; and 
through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  difcernible  to 
a careful  obferver.. 


The  flgns  of  inflammation  are  generally  evident ; in 
the  membranous  parts  it  is  attended  with  a hard,  full 
pulfe;  and  in  the  bowels,  with  an  opprefl'ed  and  con- 
tracted one : a fixed,,  increafing  pain,  is  common  to 

both. 
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both.  The  remitting  fever,  on  the  contrary,  though 
it  is  often  accompanied  with  pain,  yet  it  is  neither  fo 
fixed  nor  violent  as  that  which  arifes  from  inflammation. 
In  the  latter,  when  the  pain  increafes,  the  pulfe  is  hard 
and  contradled,  and  becomes  foft  and  free  as  that  abates. 
But  in  the  former,  though  the  pulfe  is  quick,  it  is  never 
hard.  An  inflammation  proceeds  with  increafing  vio- 
lence, till  it  is  either  refolved,  or  terminated  in  fup- 
puration  or  gangrene  j but  a remitting  fever  abates  and 
increafes  by  turns,  and  every  paroxyfm  is  accompanied 
with  an  increafe  of  thirfl,  and  with  violent  heat,  which 
is  generally  fucceeded  by  a profufe  fweat.  The  one  is 
terminated  in  a few  days,  the  other  often  continues  for 
feveral  weeks.  An  inflammatory  fever  is  always  mi- 
tigated by  bleeding  and  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen.  A 
remitting  fever  is  as  certainly  aggravated  by  fuch  ma- 
nagement. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  diftinguifli  it,  in  the  beginning, 
from  the  fever  which  precedes  the  meafles  or  fmall- 
pox,  as  thefe  often  refemble  it.  I have  indeed  fome- 
times  been  deceived  on  thefe  occafions,  but  never  obferved 
any  bad  confequence  from  treating  the  difeafe  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  remitting  fever;  and  in  a few  days 
the  eruption  muft  place  the  matter  beyond  a doubt. 
But  in  order,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  prevent  miflakes, 
P’^y^cian  llrould  always  enquire  whether  his  patient 

K 2 hath 
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hath  already  had  thefe  difeafes,  or  if  there  is  any  juft 
reafon  to  fufped  that  he  may  have  received  the  in- 
fedion. 


SECT.  HI. 

Of  the  Prognofics. 

H E remitting  fever,  when  left  to  its  courfe,  is 
I,  always  dangerous.  When  injudicioufly  treated, 
it  often  proves  fatal ; but  when  proper  remedies  are 
early  prefcribed,  its  termination  is  generally  favourable. 

When  the  fymptoms  are  mild  in  the  beginning,  it 
is  not  difficult  of  cure.  But  the 'ftightnefs  of  the  com- 
plaint often  impofes  on  the  lick,  their  friends,  and 
phyftcians ; and,  being  negleded,  it  becomes  more 
dangerous  than  when  it  is  accompanied,  at  its  ftrft  ac- 
ceffion,  with  more  alarming  appearances. 

Hence  it  hath  often  happened,  that  perfons,  whofe 
fymptoms  were  flight  at  the  firft  invafion  of  the  fever, 
imagining  their  complaints  too  trifling  to  require  any 
ferious  notice,  have  permitted  them  to  gain  ground; 

fo 
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fo  that  by  negleit,  and  improper  treatment,  the  difeafe, 
in  a few  days,  hath  proved  mortal. 

But  the  progrefs  of  the  fever,  even  when  it  is  more 
violent,  may,  by  a feafonable  and  prudent  application 
of  remedies,  be  retarded  ; and  though  it  cannot,  per- 
haps, be  entirely  removed,  yet  it  may  be  prevented 
from  proceeding  to  that  malignant  ftsge  in  which  life 
is  endangered. 

When  the  difeafe  is  far  advanced,  or  hath  been  ag- 
gravated by  improper  treatment,  the  event  is  dubious. 
But  if  there  yet  remaineth  a fufEcient  degree  of  flrength 
to  afford  an  opportunity  for  adminiftering  proper  re- 
medies, a favourable  termination  may  ftill  be  expeded. 

But  it  is  proper  to  proceed  from  general  prognoflics 
to  thefe  particular  figns  which  portend  danger,  and 
thofe  by  which  we  are  encouraged  to  hope. 

If  a mild  diaphorelis  is  equally  difiufed  over  the 
whole  body,  and  continueth  in  a moderate  degree  for 
feveral  days ; if  the  tongue  becometh  moift  and  clean  ; 
if  the  urine  is  rendered  freely,  and  depofiteth  a copious 
lateritious  fediment ; if  the  fick  perfon  deeps  much  and 
calmly  ; if  his  dreams  and  wanderings  are  pleafant ; if 

his 
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liis  thirft  abates,  and  he  becomes  cool,  a favourable 
>ter  mi  nation  may  be  expedted. 

But  when  the  pulfe  gradually  fubhdes,  when  the 
■fenfes  are  reftored,  and  the  appetite  returns,  a fpeedy 
recovery  may  with  certainty  be  prognofticated. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  patient  hath,  from  the  begin- 
•ning,  been  infenhble,  and  rejedling  his  food,  drink,  and 
medicines,  hath  become  feeble ; if  his  breathing  is 
laborious  ; if  his  tongue,  mouth,  and  throat,  are  co- 
vered with  a glutinous  cruft  of  a brown  or  black  co- 
lour ; if  his  ftomach  and  belly  are  much  fwelled  ; if 
he  hath  been  weakened  by  a diarrhcea,  or  artificial 
evacuations ; it  he  is  diftreffed  with  finguitus,  naufea, 
and  vomiting ; if  his  fkin  is  covered  with  livid  fpots ; 
if  a gangrene  hath  taken  place,  and  is  ftill  increafing  ; 
if  the  inguinal,  axillary,  or  parotid  glands  are  hard, 
Iwelled,  inflamed,  or  fuppurated  ; if  the  blood  burfts 
with  violence  from  the  nofe,  mouth,  breaft,  or  pores 
of  the  body  ; if  the  extremities  are  cold,  and  fpafms, 
fubfultus  tendinum,  and  convulfions  are  obferved,  the 
cafe  is  then  extremely  dangerous ; but  there  is,  per- 
haps, no  difeale  in  which  I fhould  be  lefs  inclined  ab- 
folutely  to  defpair,  having  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  the 
fick  recover  in  the  worft  and  moft  malignant  ftages 
of  it. 


2 


SECT. 


Of  the  Remitting  Fever. 


SECT.  IV,. 

Of  the  Cure.. 

Dubious,  wKen  I firft  fet  out  in  practice,  to^ 
which  of  the  numerous  eftablifhed  clafles  of 
fevers,  that  which  I was  to  treat  ought  to  be  referred,, 
fuppohng  all  of  them  accompanied  with  fome  degree  of 
inflammation  ; influenced  by  the  precepts,  and  encou- 
raged by  the  example  of  praftical  phyflcians,.  T ge-- 
nerally  let  blood  in  the  beginning  of  every  fever  which* 
fell  under  my  management;  a vomit  and  fome  gentle- 
laxative  was  next  adminiftered,  to  evacuate  bilious  re- 
dundancies. My  attention  was  then-  diredled  to  open; 
obftrudlions  in  the  veflbls,  and  refolve  a vifcid  or  in- 
flammatory lentor  in  the  blood  ; and  for  this  purpofe- 
antimonial  and  nitrous  medicines,  faline  draughts  and. 
mild  diaphoretics,  were  prefcribed.  In  fome  inftances. 
r imagined  antimony  was  of  fervice,  but  its  good’ 
effedls  were  never  fo  evident  as  to  afford  any  certain, 
demonft'ration  of  its  performing  a cure.  When  it  was. 
given  early,  I have  been  led  to  imagine  that  it  rendered, 
the  remiflions  more  diftindl but  after  longer  experi- 
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ence  I have  obfervcd,  that  all  fevers,  which  are  not 
accompanied  with  inflammation,  have  generally  very 
diflincl  remifTions  in  the  beginning ; and  what  I at- 
tributed to  the  virtue  of  Fartar  Emetic,  or  EJfence  of 
Antimony,  was  perhaps  nothing  elfe  than  the  natural 
ccurfe  of  the  difeafe;  for  though  I have  evidently  feen  the 
good  eifedls  of  thefe  medicines  in  inflammatory  fevers, 
yet  I cannot  recolledl  one  inftance  where  the  cure  of  a 
remitting  fever  could  be  juftly  attributed  to  them.  The 
patients,  indeed,  often  recovered,  efpecially  when  the 
lancet  had  been  fparingly  ufed ; but  the  difeafe  was 
generally  tedious,  and  it  would  feem  that  the  cure 
had  been  brought  about,  folely,  by  the  efforts  of  nature, 
as  it  fucceeded  beft  when  little  was  done  to  in- 
terrupt the  natural  evacuations  by  fweat,  urine,  or 
ftool.  But  the  event  was  always  precarious ; fome- 
times  violent  haemorrhages,  which  feldom  proved  cri- 
tical, happened  fpontaneoufly ; blood  was  alfo  often 
difcharged  after  death,  and  this  gave  rife  to  the  fup- 
pofltion  of  a plethoric  ‘habit,  and  to  an  opinion  that 
the  patient  might  have  been  faved  by  profufe  evacua- 
tions, and  efpecially  by  large  and  repeated  bleeding  : 
but  when  that  method  was  tried  in  flmilar  cafes,  it  did 
not  prove  fuccefsful  ; on  the  contrary,  it  fecmed  rather 
to  haften  the  fatal  period.  At  length  this  fymptcnl 
was  attributed  to  a dilfolved  flate  of  the  fluids,  and  a 
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gangrenous  tendency  in  the  folids,  rather  than  to  a 
plethora  and  inflammation ; and  this  reafoning,  to- 
gether with  the  moft  ample  convi(flion  of  the  inutility 
or  injury  of  a practice,  founded  on  the  oppoflte  fuppo- 
fltion,  paved  the  way  for  a different  method  of  cure, 
which,  confidering  the  imperfedlion  of  the  healing  art, 
hath  been  attended  with  as  much  fuccefs  as  could 
reafonably  be  expected. 


In  departing  from  received  maxims  it  was  neceffary 


to  proceed  with  caution.  Deviations  from  the  ufual 
modes  of  practice  were  therefore  made  gradually,  and 
with  diffidence.  Spirit  of  vitriol,  being  antifeptic,  and 
gently  aftringent,  was  given  at  firft  in  fmall  quantities, 
and  afterwards  in  larger  dofes,  and  it  evidently  had  good 
efl'edls  ; but  ftill  its  operation  was  precarious,  and  in 
many  cafes  a medicine  of  more  immediate  efficacy  was 
requiflte.  The  bark  had  been  ufed  with  great  ad- 
vantage in  curing  agues,  to  which  the  remitting  fever 
feemed  nearly  allied  ; and  its  efficacy  in  refifting  pu- 
trefadion,  and  flopping  gangrenes,  had  been  clearly 
demonftrated.  But  the  authority  of  Boerhaave,  which 
had  become  almofl:  abfolute  in  phyflc,  was  explicit  in 
condemning  it  in  fevers,  till  the  difeafe  had  been  fub- 
diied  by  other  remedies,  when,  according  to  him,  it 
might  be  of  ufe  in  bracing  the  habit,  and  preventing 
a relapfe.  An  accident,  however,  foon  happened,  v/hich 
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gave  rife  to  a doubt  concerning  the  fatal  confequences: 
which  had  been  attributed  to  a premature  ufe  of  the 
bark,  and  rendered  it  extremely  probable,,  that  the 
iriifchiefs  imputed  to  that  medicine  had  not  only  fprung 
- from  another  fource,  but  might  have  been  entirely 
prevented,  by  an  earlier  and  more  liberal  ufe  of  it. 

I was  delired  to  vilit  a boy  of  thirteen  years  of  age,, 
who  had  for  three,  or  four  months  laboured  under 
a fimple  intermittent,,  which  fometimes  appeared 
in  the  form  of  a tertian,  and  fometimes  in  that  of 
a quotidian..  His  father,  who  had  adopted  the 
notions  of  the  learned  coneerning  the  falutary  effedls 
of  vernal  agues,  and  the  noxious  qiialities  of  the 
bark,  in  produeing  obflrudlions  in  the  abdominal  vifcera, 
and  laying  a foundation  for  chronic  difeafes,  infifled 
that  the  ague  fhould  be  left  to  its  courfe,  and  that 
neither  bark,  nor  any  other  medicine,  fhould  be  ad- 
miniflered.  The  boy’s  belly  fwelled  ; he  became  weak 
and  emaciated,  and  entirely  loft  his  appetite.  His 

father,  much  alarmed  at  thefe  appearances,  was  anxious 
to  have  every  thing  done  for  his  recovery  ; and  it  was 
on  that  occasion  that  I faw  him  along- with  a.  phyfician 
of  learning  and  experience.  We  found  him  far  gone 
in  a dropfy,  and  had  little  hope  of  his  recovery.  Var 
rious  remedies  were -tried  without  any  advantage;  he 
4 was. 
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was  tapped  ; more  than  two  gallons  of  water  were  dif- 
eharged  ; but,  in  fpite  of  every  eifbrt  to  fave  him,  the 
difeafe  proved  fatal.  I was  now  convinced,  that  in- 
termitting fevers,  in  which  the  bark  is  known  to  be  an 
efficacious  remedy,  produced  obftrutdions  in  the  ab- 
dominal vifcera  and  dropfi.es,  when  that  medicine  had 
not  been  prelcribed  ; and  therefore  I concluded  that 
fuch  complaints  ffiould  rather  be  attributed  to  the  fever 
than  to  a remedy  by  which  it  might  have  been  re- 
moved. Nay,  it  feemed  probable  that  an  earlier  ex- 
hibition of  it  would  not  only  have  carried  off  the  fever, 
but  prevented  thofe  fatal  confequences  which  it  had 
occafioned.  I therefore  took  more  courage  in  pre- 
fcribing  it ; and,  after  long  experience  of  its  vir- 
tues, I cannot  recoiled;  one  inftanee  of  its  occa- 
fioning  any  dangerous  lymptom.  Proceeding  by 
flow  fteps,  and  confirmed  by  fuccefs,  I at  length 
ventured  to  prefcribe  it  in  every  fpecies  of  remitting, 
and  intermitting  fever ; being  encouraged  by  the 
invariable  experience  of  its  efficacy,  and  having  obferved, 
in  many  inftances,  a fudden  tranfition  from  very  flight 
fymptoms  to  a fatal  termination  of  the  difeafe,  I was  at 
lafl;  induced  to  prefcribe  it,  without  regard  to  a remiflion, 
in  every  fever  which  was  not  accompanied  with  evident 
figns  of  local  inflammation  ; and  after  having  ufed  it 
in  this  manner  for  feveral  years,  in  the  courfc  of  a very 
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Gxtenfive  pradlice,  I have  been  fully  convinced  of  its 
value,  and  of  the  futility  of  the  arguments  by  which 
it  hath  been  condemned. 

But  in  order  to  reap  all  the-  benefit  which  may  be 
expecfied  from  this  powerful  remedy,  it  mull:  be  taken 
in  larger  dofes  than  are  commonly  prefcribed.  Two 
drachms  may  be  given  once  in  four  hours,  and  repeated 
till  it  flrall  have  the  defired  efiedl.  A fniall  quantity  of 
claret,  or  port,  fhould  alfo  be  taken  along  with  it,  which 
braces  the  ftomach,  and  greatly  affifts  the  operation 
of  the  bark,  and  adds  to  its  antifeptic  virtue.  When 
ufed  in  this  manner,  a fmaller  quantity  will  carry  off  the 
fever,  than  when  it  is  taken  in  fmaller  dofes  and  at 
longer  intervals.  I have  known  a well-attefted  inftance 
of  an  ounce  of  bark  being  taken  at  once.  This  large 
dofe  was  attended  with  no  inconvenience,  and  ef- 
fectually cured  a tertian  ague. 

When  the  remifiions  are  indiftinCt,  the  pulfe  full  and 
frequent,  the  thirft  great,  the  tongue,  mouth,  and  throat 
parched,  the  heat  of  the  body  great,  the  fkin  dry,  and 
the  perfpiration  weak,  it  is  of  ufe  to  promote  a plen- 
tiful diaphorefis ; and  as  foon  as  it  hath  been  rendered 
general,  the  bark  may  be  ufed  with  fuccefs,  without 
waiting  for  a remifiion  of  the  fever. 
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When  the  patient  is  cliftrefl'ed  with  naufea  and  vo- 
miting, which  might  be  increafed  by  giving  the  bark, 
it  ought  not  to  be  adminiftered  till  thefe  fymptoms  are 
removed ; and  that  may  alfo  be  accompliihied  by  pro- 
moting a gentle  diaphorehs. 

If  the  fever  is  accompanied  with  a diarrhoea,  the 
bark  cannot  then  be  of  ufe,  unlefs  that  complaint  be 
removed  by  gentle  anodyne,  and  aftringent  remedies. 

When  it  is  attended  with  violent  haemorrhages,  thefe 
muft  be  reflrained  by  aftringent  and  antifeptic  medi- 
cines ; and  for  this  purpofe  the  fpirit  of  vitriol  hatli 
often  been  ufed  fuccefsfully. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  the  difeafe  the  patient 
lliould  be  kept  cool  j the  diet  fhould  conhft  of  light, 
afti'ingent  aliment;  and  the  drink,  of  cold,  fubacid, 
antifeptic,  and  aromatic  fluids.  Every  thing  that 
might  heat,  or  provoke  the  inteftinal  difcharge, 
ought  to  be  prohibited,  avoiding  the  extremes  of 
coftivenefs  and  laxity. 

The  apartment  in  which  the  patient  is  lodged  ought 
to  be  large,  but  if  fuch  an  one  cannot  be  procured, 
every  poffible  precaution  fliould  be  taken  to  prevent  a 
ftagnation  of  air,  and  to  difperfe  the  corrupted  fleams. 

But 
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But  as  the  Peruvian  bark  is  the  chief  remedy  in  all 
remitting  fevers,  I fhall  here  relate  fuch  obfervations 
concerning  the  manner  of  prefcribing  it  as  I have  col- 
lected from  hiftory,  and  from  attending  carefully  to  its 
effects. 
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CHAP.  11. 

Of  the  Manner  of  prefcribing  the  Bark.. 

WHEN  the  Peruvian  bark  was  firft  introduced 
into  Europe y two  drachms  infufed  in  wine  were 
given  upon  the  acceffion  of  the  paroxyfm  ; and  this  was 
generally  fufficient  to  remove  the  complaint*.  Though 
the  Indians  gave  it  without  any  preparation  •!;,  yet 
many  of  the  Europeans  thought  proper  to  prepare  the 
body  by  cathartics  before  it  was  adminiftered ; but 
feveral  judicious  phylicians  declared  a formal  prepara- 
tion to  be  altogether  unneceflary  and  affirmed  that  its 
virtue  was  equally  certain  without  it : fome  even  com^ 
plaining,  that  the  effects  which  might  be  expedled,  from, 
its  early  ufe,  were  rendered  precarious  by  fuch  un- 
warrantable delay  ||.. 

But 

^ Schedula  Romana  apud  BartHoIia  Hill.  Anat.  et  Medic,  cent.  5. 
p.  108. 

f Boilus. 

J Neque  enim  preparationis  gratia,  alia  aiiqua  medicamenta  uti  vomi- 
toria,  cathartica,  nifi  in  intervallis,  ubi  aiiqua  vehementiora  fympto-t 
inata  ea  poflulant,  minitlrari  convenit. 

Morton  de  Cortkis  preparatione  et 

II  Nicolaus  Imperialis, 
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But  many  phyficians  and  apothecaries  in  England^ 
iiaving  combined  to  depreciate  the  bark,  every  pretence 
for  condemning  it  was  readily  embraced.  An  apothecary 
in  Blackfriars,  having  given  it  to  Alderman  Underwood 
and  Captain  Potter^y  both  of  whom  died  in  the  enfuing 
paroxyfm  * that  accident,  though  lingular,  and,  in  all 
probability,  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  which 
might  have  been  moderated  by  an  earlier  ufe  of  the 
bark,  was  improved  to  its  difcredit,  and  it  was  entirely 

banifhed  from  pradice. 

But  the  fagacious  Sydenham^  whofe  refolution  was 
overcome  by  the  prevailing  prejudices  of  the  times, 
though  his  judgment  was  not  convinced,  having  fe- 
rioufly  confidered  its  virtues,  and  being  perfuaded  that 
nothing  was  fo  eifedual  in  the  cuie  of  intermitting 
fevers,  endeavoured  to  reflore  its  loft  reputation.  Sup- 
pofing  that  the  bad  elfeds  which  were  attributed  to  it 
proceeded  from  an  unfeafonable  application,  or  per- 
haps overawed  by  popular  clamour,  he  determined  to 
give  it  in  a different  manner,  and  was  the  firft  who 
prefcribed  it  during  the  remiffion  ; this  method  hath, 
by  the  generality  of  phyficians,  been  ever  fince  reli- 
aioufly  obferved ; the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  during  the 
paroxyfm,  hath  been  condemned  5 and  m fevers,  which 

have  not  a diftind  remiffion,  it  hath  been  ftridly  pro- 
hibited. 


* Sydenhami  opera,  p.  379* 
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hibited.  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  bark  was  at  firft 
laid  abde  in  continual  fevers,  and  in  the  paroxyfms  of 
intermittents,  from  prejudice  or  intereflcd  motives ; and 
an  opinion,  which  took  its  rife  from  error  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  hath  been  finally  confirmed  by  an  implicit 
aflent  to  received  maxims,  without  a due  examination 
of  the  foundation  on  which  they  were  eftablillied, 

Yet  thofe  who  carefully  attended  to  its  elfedts, 
and  had  refolution  to  judge  from  fads,  even  in 
oppofition  to  fuch  errors  as  had  received  the  fandion 
of  public  approbation,  uniformly  concurred  in  ap- 
plauding it.  But  the  general  hiftory  of  the  bark  muft 
be  referved  for  another  part  of  the  work  ; in  this  place 
it  is  proper  to  deliver  fuch  pradical  diredions  concern- 
ing its  ufe  as  have  been  confirmed  by  experience. 

If  the  fever  is  not  accompanied  with  inflammation, 
the  bark  fhould  be  immediately  prefcribed,  without 
waiting  for  any  diftind  remifllon,  as  there  is  lefs  pro- 
bability of  obtaining  it  in  the  more  advanced  flages  of 
the  difeafe. 

If  the  fever  is  violent ; if  the  fick  is  diftreffed  with 
head-ach  ; if  he  is  delirious,  extremely  hot,  and  the 
perfpiration  obftruded,  it  will  be  proper,  previous  to 

M the 
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the  life  of  the  bark,  to  endeavour  to  promote  perfpira- 
tion  by  mild,  anodyne  diaphoretic  remedies. 

With  this  view  I have  for  feveral  years  preferibed  a 
full  dofe  of  Gum  Guaiac.,  joined  with  Mithridate,  or 
"Theriac,  and  fometimes  with  Salt  of  Amber.)  which 
generally  promoted  a plentiful  diaphorefis,  and  pro- 
duced at  leaf;  fome  remiffion  of  the  paroxyfm.  Thefe 
cffedls  I attributed,  in  a great  meafure,  to  the  Guaiac ; 
but  it  feems  probable,  from  Dr.  Lind's  experience,  that 
the  fame  intention  might  be  accomplifhed  by  the  opiate 
alone  *. 

As  foon  as  the  perfpiration  became  univerfal,  the 
bark  was  immediately  adminiftered,  and  was  continued, 
without  intermiffion,  till  an  ounce  and  a half,  or  two 
ounces,  had  been  ufed.  The  fever  generally  yielded  in 
a few  days ; but  though  it  fometimes  continued  for 
feveral  weeks,  and  was  even  attended  with  alarming 
fymptoms,  yet  I cannot  recolledt  one  inftance,  in  feveral 
years  extenhve  pradtice,  where  the  patient  died  after 
taking  two  ounces  of  bark,  unlefs  it  was  either  vomited, 
or  carried  off  by  ftool.  When  two  ounces  were  given, 
I did  not  then  perfift  in  the  conftant  ufe  of  the  febrifuge, 

but 

**  Vide  the  Appendix  to  Dr,  Lind’i  Efiay  on  Difeafes  incident  to  Euro- 
feam  in  hot  Climates.. 
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but  judging  that  quantity  fufFicient  to  prevent  the  fever 
from  proceeding  to  excefs,  I endeavoured  to  palliate 
fuch  fymptoms  as  feemed  to  demand  more  immediate 
attention. 

When  the  vomiting  hath  been  violent,  and  no  im- 
mediate danger  apprehended,  I have  fometimes  palliated 
this  fymptom  by  the  ufe  of  Riverius  % Saline  Mixture,  gi- 
ven during  the  effervefcence ; but  when  the  cafe  hath  been 
more  urgent,  promoting  a diaphorehs  by  Guaiac  and 
opium  hath  often  fucceeded;  and  when  neither  have 
proved  effed:ual,  the  vomiting  hath  been  reflrained,  by 
injeding  an  anodyne  glyfter,  conlifting  of  ftarch,  with  a 
few  gutts  of  Laudanum  *. 


A 

^ Sydenham  removed  that  troublefome  fymptom,  by  loading  the  patient 
with  bed-cloaths,  and  extorting  a profufe  fweat. 

Quod  fi  vomitio  interpellaret,  ut  in  pelle,  ac  febribus  peflilentialibus 
fepifiime  accidit,  medicamentum  fudoriferum  tantifper  propinare  diftuli 
donee  folo  tegumentorum  pondere  [nifi  quod  linteaminis  pars  fiiblnde  ad 
coHigendos  halitus  vultui  fuperinduceretur]  fudor  promanare  inciperet. 
Nam  [quod  quidem  obfervatu  fumme  dignum]  cum  materise  morbificfe 
radii  verfus  ambitum  corporis  fefe  exporrigant,  illico  alvi  profluvinm  et 
vomitiones  ab  eifdcm  introrfum  refiedlis  ac  in  ventriculum  et  inteftina 
decumbentibus  provenientes  ultro  fedantur  : adeo  ut  quantacunque  flo- 
machi  fubverfio  praecefferit,  affumpta  deinceps  medicamenta  probe  reti- 
neantur,  ac  ad  fudores  ex  voto  proliciendos  conducant. 

\ 
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A diarrhoea  being  generally  attributed  to  the  re- 
dundance and  acrimony  of  the  bile,  it  hath  been 
judged  necefiary  -to  ev^acuate  this  morbid  matter 
by  emetics  and  gentle  laxatives ; and  I have  fome- 
times  feen  this  practice  attended  with  fuccefs,  but 
the  effedt  of  it  is  precarious ; a flight  degree  of  naufea, 
vomiting,  and  purging,  being  often  greatly  aggravated 
by  the  gentleft  emetics.  But  what  renders  fuch  pre- 
paratory evacuations  extremely  improper  is,  that  during 
their  courfe  the  fever  hath  often  increafed  fuddenly, 
and  proved  fatal  before  the  bark  could  be  ufed.  Warned 
by  fuch  examples,  I have,  in  my  later  pradfice,  placed 
my  foie  dependance  on  the  early  adminiftration  of  it, 
joining  fueh  remedies  with  it,  as  might  be  neceflary 
either  to  promote  a gentle  diaphorelis,  to  reftrain 
naufea,  vomiting  and  a diarrhoea,  or  to  procure  ftools. 

Of 


Memini  cum  me  aliquando  pharmacola  quidam  ad  fratrem  fuumex  febre 
peftilentiali  graviter  segrotantem  vocalTet,  atque  ego  de  medicamento 
ad  fudorem  fulcitandum  exhibendo  fermoncm  injicerem,  retulit  fe  jamjam 
varia  eaque  fortiora  fudorifera  incaflum  propinafTe,  fi  quidem  asger  omnia 
vomitu  rejecerat.  Cul  ego,  adduceret  inquam  ex  omnibus  iis,  quae  antea 
exhibuiffet  vel  ingratifTimum  ac  fumme  faftidiofum,  me  facile  effedlurum 
ne  illud  deinceps  vomeretur.  PromifTi  fidem  eventus  liberavit;  quippe 
jeger,  ubi  a fola  ilragulorum  mole  paululum  maduiffet,  largiorem 
Theriacae  venetae  bolum  deglutivit  ac  retinuit,  cujus  beneficio  in  copiofio- 
rem  fudorem  conjedlus  incolumitatem  recuperavit. 
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Of  all  the  forms  of  prefcribing  this  medicine,  I have 
found  moH  advantage  from  a fine  powder,  mixed  in 
port  or  claret ; or  when  the  circumftances  of  the  pa- 
tient rendered  that  inconvenient,  in  any  fimple  water, 
with  a fmall  quantity  of  brandy,  or  fome  compound 
water,  to  render  it  more  grateful. 

But  when  the  ftomach  is  too  fqueamifh  to  bear 
it,  the  tindlure  hath  often  been  given,  till  the  flrength 
was  fo  much  reftored  as  to  enable  the  patient  to 
digeft  it  in  fubftance.  But  as  no  preparation  is  fo  effi- 
cacious as  the  powder,  I have  often  joined  the 
decodlion,  tindlure,  and  extradl  in  one  prefcription, 
hoping,  by  this  means,  to  communicate  more  of  its 
virtues,  than  could  be  expedled  from  any  of  thefe  forms 
alone. 

The  dofe  ought  to  be  as  large  as  the  patient  can  bear, 
without  rendering  him  fqueamifh,  or  difabling  him  to 
continue  the  ufe  of  the  medicine.  Some  can,  without 
any  inconvenience,  -take  two  drachms,  whilft  others 
could  with  difficulty  bear  a fcruple. 

Some  children,  and  delicate  perfons,  cannot  digeft 
the  bark,  or  any  of  its  preparations,  even  in  the  fmal- 
left  quantity.  But  they  are  not,  for  that  reafon,  to 

be 
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be  entirely  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  this  fovereign 
remedy,  fince  it  may  have  the  very  fame  effedl  when 
given  by  clyfter,  as  I have  often  happily  experienced. 

When  it  is  to  be  ufed  in  this  manner,  the  bowels 
being  previoufly  emptied  by  a laxative  clyfler,  it  fhoiild 
be  injedfed  either  in  powder  or  extradf,  mixed  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  ftarch  and  laudanum  ; and  this  fhould 
be  repeated  once  in  four  hours. 

Soon  after  the  introdudfion  of  the  bark  in  Europe.^  it 
was  much  adulterated.  Dr.  Mortott  complains  of  this, 
and  affirms,  that  two  ounces  were  neceffary  to  produce 
the  fame  effedt,  which  he  had  experienced,  in  his  earlier 
pradfice,  from  two  drachms  *.  The  increafing  demand 
for  this  remedy  hath  probably  rendered  its  adulteration 
ftill  more  frequent,  and  therefore  it  is  of  the  greateft 
importance  to  guard  againft  this  fraud.  An  interpofi- 
tion  of  public  authority,  to  remedy  the  abufe,  would  be 
of  great  advantage  to  this  kingdom  ; but  as  there  is 

little 

* Corticem  autem  qui  proflat  in  ofHcinis  venalis,  reapfe,  maxima  ex 
parte  efTe  fpurium,  effoetum,  ac  putidum,  tefles  appello  medicos  omnes 
sequos,  expertos,  quos  ego  ipfe  faspenumero  audivi  hac  de  re  impenfius 
conquerentes.  Quin  ct  res  ipfa  idem  clamitat : quare  enim  dofin  fo- 
lennem  drachmarum  duarum  aduitls  olim  pr^fcriptam,  hodie  in  febribus 
curandis  ad  tot  uncias  aiigere  coadli  fumus. 

De  Ccrticis  Trefaratme  c.tine  EMhiticne. 
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little  probability  of  obtaining  redrefs  from  that  quarter, 
every  phyfician  fhould  take  care  to  examine  the  quality 
of  the  bark  when  he  prefcribes  it,  hnce  without  this 
caution  he  will  often  be  deceived,  to  the  great  detriment 
of  his  patient. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  in. 

P;  'ccepts  and  Cautions  neceffary  to  be  obferved^ 
when  the  Fever  hath  either  been  mitigated.^ 
or  removed  by  the  Peruvian  Park. 

T.  H O U G H the  bark  feldom  fails  to  flop  the 

i progrefs  of  the  remitting  fever,  and  prevent 
its  proceeding  to  that  malignant  ftage  from  which  few 
have  efcaped,  yet  the  difeafe  often  proves  tedious ; and 
even  when  it  hath  been  apparently  removed,  the  hck 
are  flill,  on  flight  occalions,  fubjedt  to  relapfe. 

2.  Although  therefore  the  danger  may  be,  in  a great 
meafure,  obviated,  much  care  and  attention  will  flill 
be  neceffary  toward  completing  the  recovery,  and  efla- 
blifhing  a perfect  flate  of  health. 

3.  For  this  purpofe  I have  often  joined  camomile 
flowers,  fnake-root,  fait  of  wormwood,  and  crude  Sal 
Ammoniac  with  the  bark,  and  have  experienced  fuch 
effedls  from  the  combined  virtues  of  thefe  medicines, 
as  could  not  be  expedled  from  any  of  them  alone.  They 
may  be  prefcribed  in  the  following  form : 


4 
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No. VIII.  R.  PulverisCorticisPeruvianifemidrachmam.^ 

Serpejttarice  Virginiance  grana  decemy 
Salis  Ammoniaci  Crudi  grana  quinquey 
Syrupi  Croci  q,  s. 

F.  Bolus  quanta  quaque  hora  fumendus. 

Or 

No.  IX.  R.  Pulveris  Corticis  Peruviani  fcrupulumy 

Florum  chamcnmeliy 

Serpentarice  Firginia7ice  ana  grana  decemy 
Salis  Abfynthiiy 

Ammoniaci  Crudi  ana  gra?i a qumquey 
F.  Bolus  ut  fupra  fianendus, 

4.  While  thefe  medicines  areufed,  it  is  neceflaiy  that 
the  body  Ihould  be  open  ; and  if  that  doth  not  happen 
naturally,  a few  grains  of  rhubarb  fhould  be  occahonally 
added  to  the  boluffes,  or  a gentle  dofe  of  facred  elixir, 
or  fpirituous  tindlure  of  rhubarb,  fhould  be  taken  once 
in  two  or  three  days.  But  this  ought  to  be  prudently 
managed,  hnce  nothing  fo  readily  occafions  a relapfe  as 
brifk  evacuations. 

5.  But  when  a large  quantity  of  bark  has  been  taken 
without  entirely  carrying  off  the  fever,  it  is  then  proper 
to  lay  it  afide,  and  to  preicribe  faline  medicines,  which, 
though  they  feldom  have  much  effedt  when  given  alone, 

N yet 
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yet,  when  combined  with  the  bark,  or  adminiftered 
after  the  free  ufe  of  that  medicine,  often  prove  fervice- 
able  ; and  at  any  rate  the  operation  of  the  bark  is 
much  aflifted  by  the  intermediate  ufe  of  thefe  reme- 
dies. 

6.  Salt. of  tartar,  or  wormwood  faturated  with  lemon 
juice,  is  therefore  to  be  given  in  fuch  dofes  as  the  fto- 
mach  will  bear ; and  they  are  moft  eifeiflual  when  taken 
during  the  eifervefcence. 

7.  The  diet  fhould  confift  of  folid  food,  with  a mo- 
derate allowance  of  wine;  and  every  thing  which  occa- 
lions  flatulence  or  acidity  fhould  be  carefully  avoided. 

8.  Moderate  exercife  is  alfo  of  great  advantage,  and  the 
patient  ought  conftantly  to  perfevere  in  uflng  it,  guard- 
ing againfl;  cold  and  moifture,  as  thefe  might  readily 
caufe  a return  of  the  difeafe. 

9.  But  the  mofl  effedlual  remedy  to  confirm  the  cure, 
to  ftrengthen  the  conftitution,  and  to  guard  againft  the 
future  invafion  of  the  fever,  is  the  cold  bath. 


/ 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Cafes  of  the  Remitting  Fever, 

Having  thus  defcnbed  the  remitting  fever, 
having  taken  notice  of  the  particular  figns  by 
which  it  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  other  diforders,  and 
mentioned  thefe  fymptoms  which  promife  a favourable 
termination,  and  thofe  which  portend  danger ; ‘ I now 
proceed  to  illuftrate  the  whole  by  particular  cafes, 
and  fhall  endeavour  to  feledt  fuch,  as  may  fur- 
nifh  us  with  examples  of  the  different  forms  which 
the  difeafe  alfumes,  and  of  the  effedls  of  the  various 
methods  of  cure  which  have  been  propofed. 

CASE  I. 

A clergyman  in  Berwickjhire^  aged  45,  was  feized, 
on  the  2d  of  May,  1761,  with  coldnefs  and  fliivering, 
which  was  fucceeded  by  ardent  heat  and  a profufe 
fweat.  The  feverifh  paroxyfm  was  accompanied  with 
delirium,  and  a quick,  full  pulfe  ; he  had  a difcind  re- 
miffion,  but  of  fhort  duration  ; the  intervals  between 
the  fits  were  only  fix  or  eight  hours,  and  the  feverifll 

N 2 paroxyfm 


9 2 Of  the  Remitting  Fever. 

paroxyrm  continued  thirty.  He  was  blooded  and 
purged  in  the  beginning  by  his  apothecary,  who  had 
alfo  given  him  nitre  and  the  faline  julep.  On  the  9th, 
at  four  in  the  afternoon,  I firft  vihted  him.  He  had  a 
condderable  remiflion  about  mid-day,  but  the  feverifli 
paroxyfin  returned  in  the  afternoon  ; his  pulfe  beat  1 1 2 
in  a minute,  and  his  fkin  was  moift.  The  faline  julep 
was  continued,  a bliftering  plaifter  was  applied  between, 
the  fhoulders,  and  the  following  draught  and  bolus  were 
prefer!  bed  : 


No.  X.  J?f.  Gummi  Guaiaci  (foluti)  grana  decetn., 

Fheriacce  veneti  femidrachmam^ 

Salts  Ammoniaci  volatilis  grana  quinquey 
Syrupi  Balfamici  q.  s. 

F.  Bolus  oEiava  quaque  hora  exhibendus  fu- 
perbihendo  haufium  fequentem. 

No.  XI.  ]^.  Aq  uce  Cinnamomi  fimplicis., 

Spiritus  Mindereri  ana  drachmas  duasy 
Syrupi  Sacchari  drachmam  unam. 

He  had  a copious  diaphoreiis  all  over  his  body,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  nth  the  fit  terminated  in  a 
diftindl  remiflion  ; but  at  noon  the  fever  returned 
with  violence,  and  was  exceedingly  high  in  the  af- 
ternoon, when  I vifited  him  for  the  fecond  time.  His 
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pulfe  was  low  and  feeble,  and  beat  J20  in  a minute; 
he  had  a cold,  vifcid  fweat,  was  quite  inlenlible,  and 
frequently  attacked  with  violent  flartings,  and  fuhfultus 
tendinum,  Thefe  complaints  increafed,  and  he  died 
on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 

CASE  II. 

A man  in  Berwickjhire^  aged  35,  fix  feet  high,  and 
of  a robuft  make,  was  feized  on  Fuejday  the  yth  of 
fune^  1762,  with  a pain  in  his  head,  and  com- 
plained of  laffitude  and  flying  pains.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  thefe  complaints  of  fuch  confequence  as  to 
alk  any  advice,  but  went  about  his  buflnefs  till  Wed- 
nefday  night,  when  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  bed.  He 
was  then  blooded  by  his  apothecary,  and  took  nitre 
and  faline  medicines.  He  was  again  blooded  on  Friday 
morning ; on  the  evening  of  that  day,  when  I firfl; 
faw  him,  his  lace  was  much  flufhed,  his  Ikin  extremely 
hot,  with  a little  moifture,  but  no  fweat ; he  had  no 
thirft  ; his  pulfe  beat  no  in  a minute,  and  feemed 
full  ; he  was  quite  fenflble,  and  gave  a diftindl  relation 
of  his  illneis. 

/ 

As  he  had  been  coftive  flnce  the  beginning  of  his 
diforder,  a laxative  clyfter  was  immediately  inje(5led, 
which  operated  v/ell.  A blifler  was  afterwards  applied 

between 


94  Of  the  Remitting  Fever. 

between  the  fhoulders;  cataplafms  were  laid  to  his  feet, 
and  6o  drops  of  the  antimonial  wine  were  prefcribed 
every  two  hours,  with  a table-fpoonful  of  the  following 

No.  XII.  R.  Aquce  Cinnamomi  fmplicis^ 

Spiritus  Mindereri  ana  uncias  duas^ 
Syrupi  Balfamici  drachmas  duas. 

On  Saturday  morning,  at  three  o’clock,  I was  dehred 
again  to  vilit  him.  His  fever  was  greatly  increafed, 
and  he  was  delirious.  Eight  ounces  of  blood  were 
immediately  taken,  and  the  decodlion  of  fnake-root 
was  given  in  place  of  the  julep.  The  fever  increafed, 
and  he  died  in  the  afternoon. 

CASE  III. 

A gentleman  in  Roxburgh fijire,  aged  about  6o,  of  a 
ftrong  habit,  and  good  conftitution,  but  wore  out  by 
ferving  in  a military  capacity  during  feveral  hard  cam- 
paigns, and  fubject  to  the  gout,  had  complained  of  laf- 
litude  and  wearinefs  for  feveral  days ; and  thefe  com-^ 
plaints  increaftng,  I was  defired  to  viht  him  on  Friday 
the  iith  of  1762.  He  then  had  a giddinefs  in 

his  head,  great  drougth,  was  extremely  hot  and  reftlefs, 
his  pulfe  was  full,  and  beat  no  in  a minute,  and  he 


was 
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was  coftive.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  immediately 
taken,  and  fixty  drops  of  the  antimonial  wine  were 
prefcribed  every  two  hours,  with  a fpoonful  of  a 
Mindereri  Julep.  His  pulfe  became  calm  in  the  even- 
ing, and  beat  only  64  in  a minute.  He  had  a copious 
univerfal  fweat,  and  refted  well  in  the  night.  A clyfler 
was  injeded  in  the  morning  of  the  12th;  it  operated 
well,  and  he  continued  eafy  till  feven  at  night,  when 
he  grew  hot  and  refllefs.  Thefe  fymptoms  increafed 
for  twenty-four  hours,  when  he  was  again  relieved  by 
a copious  fweat.  At  eight  in  the  evening  of  Monday 
the  14th  the  paroxyfm  again  returned,  and  was  not 
only  attended  with  more  giddinefs  and  unealinefs  than 
formerly,  but  with  fqueamifhnefs  and  pain  in  the  f!;o- 
mach.  Sixteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken,  and  a 
blifter  was  applied  between  the  flioulders ; but  this 
paroxyfm  was  much  more  fevere  than  the  former.  The 
pain  in  the  ftomach  and  fqueamifhnefs  increafed,  and 
at  fx  in  the  morning  he  vomited.  His  pulfe  ftill  ap- 
peared full,  and  beat  100  in  a minute.  In  the  even- 
ing he  again  had  a remiffion,  and  his  pulfe  beat  72  in 
a minute.  On  TVednefday  the  i6th,  at  eight  in  the 
evening,  he  grew  hot  and  refllefs,  and  the  feverifh  pa- 
roxyfm feemed  to  be  approaching.  A vomit  was  then 
prefcribed  ; his  feet  were  bathed,  arid  cataplafrns  were 
applied.  He  had  a very  violent  fit,  which  was  carried 
off,  as  formerly,  by  a copious  fv/eat.  As  every  pa- 
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roxyfm  had  been  more  fevere  than  the  preceding,  I 
apprehended  great  danger  from  the  continuance  of  the 
fever,  and  therefore  determined  to  prevent  another 
exacerbation.  Two  table  fpoonfuls  of  a ftrong  tin<£lure 
of  the  bark  were  given  every  two  hours,  with  a fmali 
quantity  of  the  tindure  of  rhubarb  ; and  weak  ca- 
momile tea  was  ufed  for  ordinary  drink.  The  paroxyfm 
came  on  feveral  hours  later  than  ufual,  and  was  milder ; 
the  bark  was  given  in  fubftance,  as  foon  as  the  fever 
remitted,  and  he  was  foon  reflored  to  perfect  health. 

CASE  IV. 

A farmer  in  Roxburghjhire.^  aged  45,  complained,  on 
the  20th  of  May,  1762,  of  liftlefsnefs,  laffitude,  and 
giddinefs  in  his  head,  and  a palpitation  at  his  breaft. 
Thefe  fymptoms  increafed,  and  were  accompanied  with 
feverifh  paroxyfms.  He  was  blooded,  and  took  fome 
faline  medicines,  by  the  advice  of  his  apothecary.  I 
was  defired  to  vilit  him  on  the  31ft.  The  palpitation 
had  become  very  troublefome  ; he  was  delirious,  his 
fkin  hot  and  dry,  and  his  pulfe  beat  120  in  a minute. 
A bliftering-plaifter  was  immediately  applied  between 
the  fhoulders,  and  though  he  had  no  diftindl  remiffion, 
a cupful  of  a flrong  decoction  of  bark,  and  thirty 
drops  of  antiraonial  wine,  were  given  every  two 
hours.  On  the  ifb  of  September  he  had  a profufc  fweat, 

which 
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which  was  followed  by  a diftinft  remifllon ; the  bark 
was  given  in  fubftance,  and  he  foon  recovered. 

CASE  V. 

A child,  7 years  old,  was  feized,  about  the  end 
of  fanuary.,  ^7^55  with  flight  fymptoms  of  a remitting 
fever.  She  had  laboured  under  the  fame  difeafe  the 
preceding  autumn,  and  had  not  recovered  ftrength 
during  the  winter.  Her  complaints  were  now  attri- 
buted to  worms,  and  anthelmintic  medicines  were  ad- 
miniftered  by  the  family  apothecary.  In  the  beginning 
of  February  a fmart  purgative  was  given,  and  repeated 
after  an  interval  of  two  days.  The  fever  inereafed, 
but  fhe  ftill  had  diftin<9;  remiflions.  The  bark  was  pre- 
fcribed,  but  it  ran  off  by  ftool,  and  was  entirely  laid 
afide.  On  the  1 3th  of  February  I was  dehred  to  vifit 
her.  She  was  then  much  emaciated,  her  fkin  dry  and 
hot,  her  urine  high  coloured,  with  a lateritious  fedi- 
ment.  Her  pulfe  often  beat  160  in  a minute,  and  in 
the  remiffions  was  never  lower  than  130.  The  bark 
was  again  prefcribed,  joined  with  aftringents  and  ano- 
dyne medicines ; but  being  unable  to  take  any  medi- 
cine, the  fever  inereafed,  and  die  died  in  a few  days. 


O 
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CASE  VI. 

In  the  middle  of  fanuary^  1767,  I was  defired  to 
vifit  a young  woman  in  Roxburghfoire^  who  had  for 
ten  days  laboured  under  a fever.  It  appeared  at  firft 
with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  head-ach,  coldnefs,  Ihiver- 
ing,  and  was  accompanied  with  great  heat  and  thirft. 
Thefe  complaints  were  conhderably  relieved  by  fweat- 
ing,  but  the  remillions  became  lefs  diftimfl,  and  at 
length  entirely  difappeared.  When  I firft  vifited  her, 
I found  her  quite  infenfible,  her  Ikin  cold,  blood  run- 
ning in  a full  ftream  from  her  nofe  and  mouth,  and 
even  in  fome  places  from  the  pores  of  the  flcin.  She 
was  fo  much  wafted  by  the  lofs  of  blood,  that  her  pulle 
could  fcarcely  be  felt,  and  fhe  often  fainted.  In  this  fi- 
tuation  Ihe  was  incapable  of  taking  many  medicines ; 
wherefore  I placed  my  confidence  entirely  in  large  dofes 
of  fweet  fpirit  of  vitriol,  which  was  given,  when  fhe 
was  able  to  fwallow,  in  as  large  quantities  as  her 
ftomach  could  bear.  In  twenty-four  hours  the  hae- 
morrhage was  lelTened,  and  in  two  days  entirely  re- 
ftrained ; after  which  the  bark  was  prefcribed,  which 
completed  her  recovery. 


CASE 


Of  the  Remitting  Fever. 


99 


CASE  VII. 

A Lady  in  Great  George-freet,  Wejlminjler.^  was 
feized,  on  the  14th  of  July.,  1768,  with  coldnefs  and 
fhivering,  fucceeded  by  great  heat  and  tliirft,  which 
continued  till  fhe  was  relieved  by  a copious  fweat. 
Several  dofes  of  emetic  tartar,  and  a purgative  draught, 
were  given  by  her  apothecary,  but  the  fever  increafing, 

I was  defired  to  vilit  her  on  the  i6th.  Her  pulfe  was 
full  and  frequent,  her  Ikin  hot  and  dry,  and  fhe  com- 
plained of  giddinefs.  A vomit  was  immediately  given, 
which  operated  brilkly,  and  purged  fix  times.  She 
was  delirious  in  the  night.  On  the  17th  in  the  morn- 
ing fhe  was  eafier,  but  had  no  diftindt  remiflion.  A 
fcruple  of  bark  was  given  every  four  hours,  with  four 
grains  of  Serpentaria,  and  four  of  nitre.  Common 
emulfion  with  nitre  was  prefcribed  for  ordinary  drink, 
and  her  feet  were  bathed  with  warm  water  in  the  even- 
ing. The  delirium  went  off  after  bathing,  and  her 
pulfe  became  lefs  frequent ; but  flie  had  a refllefs  night. 
She  flept  two  hours  in  the  morning  of  the  i8th,  and 
waked  perfectly  cool  and  ealy.  The  quantity  of  bark 
was  increafed  to  half  a drachm  ; the  nitre  and  Serpen- 
taria  were  omitted  ; five  grains  of  crude  Sal  Ammo- 
niac were  added  ; pepper-mint,  or  cinnamon  tea,  with 
a fmall  quantity  of  claret,  was  prefcribed  for  drink. 
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She  refted  well  till  three  in  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
when  the  feverifh  paroxyfm  returned ; the  bark  was 
continued,  and  the  following  julep  prefcribed  : 

No.  XIII.  R-.  Aquce  Rofarum  uncias  fex^ 

Spiritus  Vitrioli  dulcis  drachmas  duasy 
vel  q.  s,  ad  gratam  aciditatemy 
Syrupi  Balf amici  femiunciam.  M. 

Capiat  cochlearium  fecunda  quaque  hora. 

She  flept  well,  and  was  perfedlly  free  of  fever  on  the 
morning  of  the  20th,  and  her  pulfe  beat  only  64  in  a 
minute.  She  continued  eafy  on  the  21ft,  but  being 
coftive,  a clyfcer  was  inje£ted  at  her  own  requeft,  which 
operated  brilkly.  As  fhe  had  an  averlion  to  continue 
the  ufe  of  the  bark  in  fubftance,  it  was  prefcribed  in 
decodtion.  She  refted  well  in  the  night,  but  her  pulfe 
in  the  morning  of  the  2 2d  rofe  to  108,  and  therefore 
fhe  was  prevailed  upon  again  to  have  recoiufe  to  the 
bark  in  fubftance.  She  flept  well  in  the  night,  had 
taken  half  an  ounce  of  the  powder  of  bark  in  twelve 
hours,  and  her  pulfe  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  beat 
only  84  in  a minute.  She  had  two  purging  ftools  in 
the  day,  and  in  the  evening  eat  a great  quantity  of 
fruit,  which  brought  on  a fmart  purging.  She  refted 
very  ill  through  the  night,  the  fever  returned  with  great 

violence. 
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violence,  and  was  accompanied  with  delirium.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th  a blifler  was  applied  between  the 
fhoulders,  and  the  following  draught  was  prefcribed  : 

No.  XIV.  R.  DecoBi  Serpe?ttariee  Viginiance  unciam 

unam^ 

Fheriacce  Venet^e  femidrachmam.^ 

Aq.  Cinnamomi  fmplicis  drachmas  duas. 

F.  haufus  fathn  exhibendus. 

She  flept  fix  hours,  had  a gentle  perfpiration,  and 
awaked  quite  calm.  The  draught  was  repeated  at 
eight  in  the  evening.  She  refted  well,  and  the  perfpi- 
ration continued  through  the  night.  Her  pulfe  in  the 
morning  of  the  25th  beat  only  76.  Two  drachms  of 
bark  were  given  immediately.  At  mid-day  her  fever 
increafed,  and  her  pulfe  beat  93  in  a minute.  Half  a 
grain  of  tartar  emetic  was  ordered  every  fix  hours.  She 
had  a diftindl  remiffion  on  the  26th,  and  a flight  feverifh 
fit  on  the  27th.  She  flept  well  in  the  night,  and  her 
pulfe  beat  only  64  in  a minute.  The  feverifh  paroxyfm 
returned  on  the  28th,  and  on  the  29th  the  following 
draught  was  prefcribed  : 

No.  XV.  R.  DecoBi  Corticis  Peruviani  uncias  duas, 

Elix.  Vitrioli  ^uttas  vi^inti, 

o o ^ 

F.  haufus  meridie  et  vefpere  quoiidie  fu~ 
mendus. 


On 
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On  the  30th  flie  had  a violent  purging,  and  afterwards 
was  feized  with  coldnefs  and  ihivering,  which  were 
fucceeded  by  ardent  heat  and  a copious  fweat.  On  the 
morning  of  the  ill  oi  Auguji  pulfe  rofe  to  112. 
The  bark  was  again  prefcribed  in  fubllance,  but  as  the 
purging  continued,  it  had  no  effed:,  and  the  fever  in- 
creafed.  In  the  evening  the  following  aftringent  mix- 
ture was  prefcribed : 

No.  XVI.  Ic.  Aq.  Cinnamomi  Jimplicis  uncias  quatuor.^ 

EleEiarii  Diafcordii  drachmas  duas^ 
Syrupi  e Meconio  unciam  unam^ 

Capiat  Cochlearia  duo  flatim.^  et  rep.  fubinde 
urgente  Diarrhoea. 

The  purging  Hill  continued,  the  fever  increafed,  and 
the  paroxyfms  were  accompanied  with  naufea  and  vo- 
miting. On  the  evening  of  the  3d  the  following 
draught  was  prefcribed  : 

No,  XVII.  R.  Aquce  Cinnamomi  fmplicis  unciam  unatn^ 

Gummi  Guaiaci  (foluti)  grana  decern^ 
Fheriacce  V enetce  femidrachmajn.^ 

Salis  Ammoniaci  volatilis  grana  quinque^ 
Syrupi  Caryophylorum  drachmam  unam. 


She 
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She  had  a return  of  the  fever  in  the  night,  accompanied 
with  a delirium  and  violent  thirft.  On  the  4th  in  the 
morning,  the  purging  and  vomiting  being  gone,  and 
her  throat  and  mouth  ulcerated,  recourfe  was  again 
had  to  the  bark.  Half  a drachm  was  given  every  two 
hours,  and  five  drops  of  the  FinSiura  Antipthifica  were 
added,  to  prevent  its  running  off  by  ftool.  She  refted 
well  in  the  night,  and  had  no  return  of  the  fever. 

As  it  was  imagined  that  the  frequent  returns  of  vo- 
miting and  purging  had  been  occafioned  by  a load  of 
corrupted  bile,  or  other  excrementitious  matter  in  the 
bowels,  a dofe  of  facred  tindlure  was  prefcribed.  A 
violent  diarrhoea,  and  a return  of  the  fever,  accompanied 
with  a moft  outrageous  delirium,  was  the  confequence. 
This  fymptom  continued  for  three  days,  but  as  foon  as 
the  diarrhoea  was  checked  by  the  fulepum  e Creta^ 
{he  became  calm,  the  fever  abated,  and  flie  was  gra- 
dually reftored  to  health. 

CASE  VIII. 

A young  lady  in  Mortimer-ftreet^  Cavendijh  Square^ 
who  had  for  feveral  days  complained  of  liftlefsnefs  and 
laflitude,  was  feized,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
fune^  1768,  with  a feverifh  paroxyfm,  accompanied 
with  great  heat,  thirfi,  and  inclination  to  vomit.  In 

the 
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the  evening  a vomit  was  given.  On  the  26th  in  the 
morning,  when  I firffc  viiited  her,  fhe  complained  of  a 
dull  pain  in  her  head,  reftlefsnefs,  and  great  third. 
She  was  extremely  hot,  and  her  pulfe  beat  106  in  a 
minute.  A gentle  laxative  was  then  prefcribed,  and  the 

following  bolus  given  at  bed-time : 

» 

No.  XVIII.  Gummi  Guaiaci  grana  oBo^ 

Fheriacce  Venetce  femidrachmam., 

Salis  fuccini  volatilis  grana  quatuon.^ 
Syrupi  Balfamicif  q.  s. 

F.  Bolus, 

She  refted  well  in  the  night,  and  had  a gentle  diapho- 
refis.  On  the  27th  in  the  morning  the  perfpiration 
was  univerfally  dilfufed  over  her  body,  her  third  was 
greatly  diminidied,  and  her  pulfe  beat  g6  pulfations  in 
a minute.  The  bark  was  then  prefcribed  j the  fever 
gradually  decreafed,  and,  by  the  continued  ufe  of  the 
medicine,  was  entirely  removed. 

CASE  IX. 

A young  man  in  York  Bicildmgs  was  feized,  on  the 
26th  of  July^  1768,  with  a fever,  accompanied  with 
head-ach  and  pain  in  his  bread.  A vomit  was  pre- 
fcribed by  his  apothecary,  and  afterwards  a folution  of 
4 tartar 
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tartar  emetic,  which  vomited  and  purged  brifkly ; but 
the  fever  increafing,  I was  defired  to  vifit  him  on  the 
29th.  He  complained  of  latitude,  and  pain  in  his 
head  and  back,  attended  with  heat  and  third:.  His 
pulfe  beat  120  pulfations  in  a minute. 

A draught,  confiding  of  Guaiac  and  TheriaCf  was 
immediately  prefcribed  ; it  produced  a mild  diaphoreds, 
and  he  had  fome  red  in  the  night.  On  the  morning 
of  the  30th  his  pulfe  beat  112  in  a minute.  A Wider 
was  applied  between  the  fhoulders ; and  half  a drachm 
of  bark,  with  five  grains  of  rhubarb,  was  given  every 
three  hours.  He  had  two  dools.  The  Guaiac  draught 
was  repeated  at  bed-time,  and  the  bark  was  continued 
without  the  rhubarb.  He  reded  well  in  the  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  3 id  his  head  and  back  were 
eafy,  and  his  pulfe  beat  lOO  in  a minute;  but  he  com- 
plained of  a fore  throat,  and  fome  difficulty  of  fwal- 
lowing.  The  dofe  of  bark  was  increafed ; and  the 
Arabic  emulfion,  acidulated  with  fweet  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
prefcribed  for  ordinary  drink.  In  the  evening  his  throat 
was  better,  and  he  could  fwallow  eafily.  He  continued 
to  ufe  the  bark  and  fpirit  of  vitriol ; in  a few  days  his 
fever  w'as  entirely  removed,  and  he  never  had  a re- 
lapfe. 
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CASE  X. 


The  uncle  of  the  young  man,  whofe  cafe  is  above  re- 
lated, (No.  IX.)  having  attended  him  conftantly  during  his 
illnefs,  complained,  on  the  nth  o^AuguJi^  of  lalTitude  and 
pains  all  over  his  body.  On  the  14th,  being  prevailed 
upon  to  drink  a quantity  of  fpirits,  he  was  feized  with 
coldnefs  and  fhivering,  which  were  fucceeded  by  ardent 
heat  and  thirfl.  On  the  15  th,  his  complaints  in- 
erealing,  I was  delired  to  viht  him.  His  pulfe  beat  100 
in  a minute ; he  was  extremely  hot,  and  had  no  per- 
fpiration.  An  antimonial  vomit  was  immediately 
prefcribed,  and  a draught  of  Guaiac  and  Fheriac  was 
given  at  bed -time.  The  vomit  operated  well,  he  flept 
in  the  night,  and  had  a gentle  perfpiration.  On  the 
morning  of  the  i6th  his  head  and  back  were  eafy,  his 
third;  was  moderate,  and  his  pulfe  beat  only  72  in 
a minute.  The  bark  was  then  given,  but  find- 
ing himfelf  quite  well,  he  did  not  perfift  in  ufing 
it.  On  the  25th,  when  walking  in  the  fields,  he  was 
again  feized  with  coldnefs  and  fhivering,  and  fuffered 
a fevere  feverifh  paroxyfm,  which  went  off  without  any 
perfpiration.  fie  continued  much  diftrefi'ed  during  the 
remifilon,  and  had  a return  of  the  paroxyfm  on  the 
26th  and  27th.  On  the  28th  I was  again  defired  to 
vifit  him.  His  pulfe  was  low  and  irregular,  but  not 
4 quicker 
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quicker  than  natural.  Ke  complained  much  of  ftck- 
nefs,  had  no  appetite,  made  little  water,  was  extremely 
coftive,  and  the  perfpiration  was  obftrucled.  Th  cfol- 
lowing  antimonial  medicine  was  prefcribed ; and  barley- 
water,  acidulated  with  fpirit  of  vdtriol,  given  for  com- 
mon drink  : 

No.  XIX.  Mrmnie  uncias  duas.y 

Fartari  Emetici  grana  tria  folve  in  Aqua 
Fontana  uhciis  oEio,  M. 

Capiat  Cochlearia  duo  fngulis  femihoris. 

Fie  purged  twice,  had  fome  reft  in  the  night,  and  was 
cooler  on  the  morning  of  the  29th.  His  pulfe  beat 
100  in  a minute.  The  bark  was  then  prefcribed,  and 
the  fever  vanifhed.  On  the  2d  of  September  he  com- 
plained of  difficulty  of  breathing,  and  a pain  in  his 
right  ffioulder.  His  appetite  was  good,  and  he  had 
no  third: ; but  his  thighs,  legs,  and  belly,  were  con- 
ftderably  fwelled.  The  following  medicine  was  pre- 
fcribed : 

No.  XX.  R.  Syrupt  de  Rhamno  uncias  quatuor,^ 

Fartari  Emetici  grana  fexy 
Aq,  Cinnamomi  Spirituoft  uncias  duas.  M. 
Capiat  Cochlearium  fecunda  quaqus  hora,  donee 
bis  terve  Joint  a fuerit  alvus. 

P 2 
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He  took  the  whole  in  lix  hours,  and  had  only  one  fmall 
flool.  The  antimonial  medicine  was  repeated  in  dif- 
ferent forms,  but  without  effect.  His  complaints  in- 
creafed  ; he  was  coflive,  and  made  little  water. 

On  the  13th  one  drachm  of  bark,  ten  grains  of  rhu- 
barb, and  five  grains  of  fnake-root,  were  given  every 
fix  hours ; after  taking  three  dofes,  he  purged  plenti- 
fully ; the  bark  and  fnake-root  were  continued  without 
the  rhubarb ; the  fwelling  was  foon  difcuffed,  he 
breathed  eafily,  made  water  freely,  and  was  reftored  to 
perfect  health. 

CASE  XI. 

j in  Fleet-fir eety  aged  30,  was  feized,  on  the 

31  ft  of  March^  17695  with  head-ach,  pain  in  his  back, 
fqueamifbnefs,  coldnefs,  and  fliuddering.  He  was  ‘ 
blooded,  vomited,  and  had  taken  opening  medicines,, 
faline  julep,  and  antimonial  wine,,  by  the  direction  of 
his  apothecary.  The  fever  remitted,  and  he  was  thought 
to  be  out  of  danger  on  the  loth  of  April  but  he  was 
that  night  attacked'  with  coldnefs  and  trembling,  and’ 
an  eruption  appeared  all  over  his  body.  On  the  17th 
at  night  I was  defired  to  vifit  him.  He  was  then  in- 
fcnfible,  and  doled  much,  his  pulfe  was  feeble  and  low,, 
and  beat  1 24  pulfations  in  a minute..  His  fkin  was  hot 

and 
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and  dry.  A Guaiac  draught  was  prefcribed  every  eight 
hours.  He  fweated  profufely,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  1 8th  his  pulfe  was  firmer  and  ftronger,  and  beat 
126.  A fcruple  of  extract  of  bark,  and  fifteen  grains 
of  the  powder,  were  given  every  three  hours  ; and  the 
Guaiac  draught  was  taken  in  the  evening.  He  refted 
well,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  his  pulfe  beat 
108.  He  was  more  fenfible  of  his  diftrefs,  and  com- 
plained much.  He  was  coftive,  on  which  account  half 
a drachm  of  magnefia,  and  fifteen  grains  of  rhubarb 
were  prefcribed.  The  bark  was  continued,  and  a glafs 
ot  red  wine  frequently  given-..  He  refted  well,  and  was- 
eafy  in  the  morning,  excepting  that  he  was  diftreifed 
with  a cough.  His  pulfe  beat  96.  A blifter  was  ap- 
plied between  his  fhoulders,  but  it  did  not  operate  ; 
the  cough,  which  was  now  become  extremely  trou- 
blefome,  frequently  interrupting  his  fteep.  A folution' 
of  Gum  Ammo7^iac  was  prefcribed,  and  the  bark  con- 
tinued. The  cough  became  more  fevere,  but  he 
did  not  expeftorate.  On  the  morning  of  the  21ft. 
his  pulfe  rofe  to  1.08..  He  coughed  violently,- 
and  complained  of  a.  pain  in  his  fide.  An  emul- 
fion,.  with  oil  and  honey,.,  was  prefcribed,,  and  he 
perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  the  bark.  Fie  refted  better,  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  2 2d  expedlorated  a tough,  gela- 
tinous matter,  tinged  with  blood.  The  pain  in  his  fide 
was  alleviated,  and  the  bark  and  emulfion  being  con- 
4 tinned, 
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tinned,  he  was  gradually  relieved  from  all  his  complaints, 
and  has  ever  hnee  enjoyed  perfedl  health. 

CASE  XII.  • 

On  the  27th  of  yuly,  1769,  I was  dedred  to  vidt 
a woman  in  Bedfordbury^  who  had  been  ill  of  a 
fever  for  four  weeks.  As  the  apothecary  difeon- 
tinued  his  vidts,  I had  no  information  concerning 
her  former  treatment,  excepting  what  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  attendants,  who  informed  me  that 
laxative  medicines  had  been  given  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  fever.  She  had  alfo  been  udng  draughts, 
in  which  the  fpirit  of  vitriol  feemed  to  be  the  principal 
ingredient.  Her  purging  was  violent,  and  fhe  com- 
plained of  excruciating  pain  in  her  bowels.  A cold, 
vifeid  fweat  was  diffufed  over  her  whole  body.  Her 
extremities  were  cold,  and  her  pulfe  fcarcely  to  be  felt. 
It  was  evident  that  nothing  could,  in  fuch  a cafe,  be 
expedled  from  medicine.  The  purging,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  ufe  of  the  yulepum  e Greta  and  FheriaCy 
continued  violent,  every  thing  was  inftantly  carried 
down  by  flool,  and  fhe  died  next  day. 
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CASE  XIIL 

The  hufband  of  the  woman,  whofe  cafe  is  already 
mentioned,  (No.  XII.)  was  feized,  on  the  28th  of 
July.,  1769)  with  head-ach,  pain  in  his  back  and  belly, 
and  violent  third:.  His  pulfe  was  alfo  extremely  fre- 
quent, and  he  had  a great  inclination  to  vomit.  Camo- 
mile tea  was  given  to  promote  the  vomiting,  and  white- 
wine  whey  was  prefcribed  after  its  operation.  Fie 
reded  well  in  the  night.  Next  morning  the  Peruvian 
bark  was  prefcribed,  and  in  a few  days  he  was  redor^ed  to 
perfect  health. 

i 

CASE  XiV. 

j in  Hart-freet,  Covent-G arden,  was  feized, 

about  the  id  of  July,  1769,  with  coldnefs  and  diud- 
dering,  which  was  quickly  fucceeded  by  head-ach,  great 
heat,  and  third.  He  was  twice  blooded,  and  laxative 
medicines  were  prefcribed.  The  bark  was  alfo  given 
in  fmall  quantity,  while  the  remiflions,  which  w'ere  con- 
fiderable  in  the  beginning,  continued  ; but  the  fever 
increafing,  it  vvas  entirely  laid  alide.  On  the  morning 
of  the  loth  I was  dedred  to  vidt  him.  He  was  quite 
furious ; his  legs  and  arms  were  contradled,  and  he 
was  fonietimes  convulfed. 


The 


1 1 2 Of  the  Remitting  Fever, 

The  bark  was  immediately  prefcribed,  and  th.Q  Arabic 
emullion,  acidulated  with  fpirit  of  vitriol,  was  given 
for  ordinary  drink.  He  was  often  fo  ungovernable  that 
he  could  not  be  kept  in  bed,  nor  prevailed  on  to  take 
any  medicine.  Neverthelefs  he  ufed,  during  the  lucid 
intervals,  hx  ounces  of  tindlure,  fix  drachms  of  extradl, 
a pound  and  a half  of  decodlion,  and  an  ounce  and  a 
half  of  powder  of  bark. 

During  the  courfe  of  his  fever  he  was  extremely 
coflive.  Two  fcruples  of  rhubarb,  four  grains  of  tartar 
emetic,  and  two  purging  clyfters  were  prefcribed  in 
the  fpace  of  two  days,  and  without  effedt ; but  at  laft 
a fuppofltory  procured  plentiful  ftools.  In  his  delirium 
he  intreated  the  nurfe  to  give  him  cold  water  to  drink, 
but  fhe  not  daring  to  comply  with  his  requef!:,  he 
became  quite  furious.  Happening  to  vifit  him  at  that 
inftant,  I fent  for  a quart  of  cold  water,  and  gave  it 
him  ; he  drank  it  all  greedily.  He  then  had  a calm, 
undifturbed  fleep  and  a mild  diaphorehs,  and  his  fever 
gradually  abated.  His  delirium,  however,  continued 
to  fuch  a degree,  that  I was  much  importuned  to  allow 
him  to  be  fent  to  a mad-houfe  ; but  having  feen  many 
inftances  of  the  fame  kind,  I oppofed  it,  affuring  his 
friends  of  the  probability  of  his  recovery,  which  was 
accordingly  in  three  weeks  perfectly  completed. 


CASE 
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CASE  XV. 

In  the  beginning  of  September.^  1769,  a young  gen~- 
fleman  in.  York  Buildings  was  feized  with  coldnefs  and 
fhuddering,  accompanied  with,  naufea  and  vomiting, 
great  third,  ardent  heat,  and  profufe  fweating.  Having 
ftudied  phyfic,  he  undertook  his  own  cure,  and 
on  the  firft  invadon  of  the  fever,  fwallowed  large  dofes 
of  I’eruvian  bark,,  but  his  ftomach  being  fqueamiih, 
could  not  bear  it  in  fubftance.  Being  informed 
of  thefe  circumftances,,  I advifed  him  to  the  de- 
coftion  and  tihdlure.  He  took  eight  ounces  of  the 
former  and  four  of' the  latter  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
being  now  able  to- digeft  the  powder,  he  again  ufed  it 
in  that  form^  and  cold  water  was  recommended  for 
ordinary  drink.  The  fever  abated,,  though  he  was  dill 
giddy,  and  was  feized  with  naufea  and  vomiting  when 
lie  endeavoured  to  get  out  of  bed  ; but  being  obliged 
to  undertake  a journey  to  Bortfmouth.,  in  order  to  eniHr 
bark  for  t\ic  Eaf- Indies  y and  relying  on  the- quantity 
of  bark  which  he  had.  taken,  he-  fet  out  in  the  dage- 
coach  at  eleven  at  night.-  He  made  out  his.  journey  in 
one  day,  without  any  other  inconvenience  than  a dight" 
return  of  the  naufea  and  vomiting;  and  by  the  continued; 
ufe  of  the  bark  be  v/as  foon  redored  to  perfedt  health. 
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CASE  XVI. 

On  the  14th  of  September^  17695  I was  defired  to 
viht  a young  gentleman  in  Wefminfier^  who  had  lived 
feveral  years  in  America^  and  during  his  rehdence  in 
that  country  was  fubjedt  to  frequent  attacks  of  what 
was  called  a pleuritic  fever,  but  which,  as  it  continued 
for  feveral  weeks,  was  probably  of  the  putrid  clafs, 
though  accompanied  with  fome  fymptoms  refembling 
thofe  of  a pleurify.  He  had  lately  recovered  from  the 
venereal  difeafe,  with  which  he  had  been  twice  infedled 
in  lefs  than  ten  months.  The  firft  attack  had  been 
virulent,  the  latter  mild.  He  was  feized  on  the  13th 
with  head-ach  and  pain  in  his  back.  When  I vihted 
him  on  the  14th,  his  pulfe  beat  130  pulfations  in  a 
minute,  his  tongue  was  dry,  he  complained  of  a violent 
head-ach,  and  fome  third:.  The  bark  was  immediately 
prefcribed,  and  in  three  days  he  took  an  ounce  of  it 
in  powder  j but  finding  his  complaints  lefs  fevere,  he 
neglected  his  medicine,  and  his  fever  gradually  incrcafed. 
On  the  23d  he  returned  to  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  but  did 
not  take  it  in  fufficient  quantity.  On  the  3d  of  OEiober  he 
threw  up  a confiderable  quantity  of  blood,  and  an  eruption 
appeared  on  feveral  parts  of  his  body.  A gangrene  was 
ulfo  obferved  over  the  os  facrum^  and  all  the  feverifh 
rfymptoms  were  greatly  increafed.  Fully  convinced  of 
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the  great  danger  with  which  he  was  now  threatened,, 
he  was  eafily  perfuaded  pnndtually  to  follow  fuch  di- 
rections as  were  thought  neceffary.  He  took  the  bark 
in  large  dofes,  and  drank  near  three  half-pints  of  wdne 
every  day.  The  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  was  thereby 
retarded,  and  the  fever  abated  ; the  fpreading  of  the 
gangrene  was  checked,  the  hemorrhage  reftrained,  and 
he  was  gradually  reftored  to  health.  The  chamber  in 
which  he  lay  being  very  fmall,  he  was,  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  illnefs,  carried  every  morning  into  another 
room,  and  that  in  which  he  dept  was  thoroughly  aired 
through  the  day.  He  took,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fever,, 
three  ounces  and  three  drachms  of  the  tindture,  fix 
drachms  and  two  fcruples  of  extradl,  and  five  ounces 
three  drachms  and  two  fcruples  of  the  powder  of  bark.. 


CASE  XVII. 

j ih  Cojnpton-flreet.,  Soho^  was  feized,  in  the’ 

beginning  of  OBober-^  1769,  with  a fever  and  fore 
throat.  In  a few  days  he  thought  himfelf  well,  and 
went  about  bufihefs.  About  the  middle  of  0 Bober  he 
v/as  feized  with  pain  in  his  head,  and  back,,  accompanied 
with  coldnefs  and  fhuddering,  which  was  fucceeded 
with  ardent  heat  and  profufe  fweati'ng.  He  was  blooded 
and  purged,  Sperma  Ceti  draughts,  Pulvis  Contrayerv.. 
and-  Pulvis  e Chelis^  were  prefcribed  ; but  his  fever  in— 
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creafing,  Dr.  yames\  powder  was  adminiilered.  After 
taking  it,  fpafms,  and  fubfidtus  tendwimt.^  were  obferved. 
H is  friends  were  alarmed,  and  I was  debred  to  vibt  him 
on  the  morning  after  thefe  lymptoms  had  appeared.- 
1 found  him  comatofe,  deaf,  and  in  a profufe  fweat. 
Petechics  were  alfo  obferved  on  his  breaft,  his  tongue 
was  dry  and  covered  with  a brown  cruft,  and  his 
thirft  conflderable.  His  pul'fe  beat  140  pulfations  in 
a minute ; his  eyes  were  red ; he  made  urine  fel- 
dom,  but  in  large  quantity,  and  it  depofited  a 
pretty  large  fediment.  The  bark  was  immediately  • 
prefcribed  in  large  dofes,  and  his  fever  foon  abated, 
though  it  was  not  altogether  removed.  His  body  was 
kept  open,  the  bark  was  continued,  and  he  gradually 
recovered.  But  the  apartment  in  which  he  lay  being 
fmall,  and  the  air  much  tainted,  he  continued  to  breathe 
flaort,  and  was  almoft  conflantly  in  a fweat.  His  pulle 
was  never  lefs  than  no,  and  fometimes  it  rofe  to  128  ; 
but  being  at  laft  moved  into  a large,  well-aired  apart- 
ment, his  pulfe  fell  in  one  night  to  72,  and  his  recovery 
afterwards  went  on  without  interruption. 

CASE  XVIII. 

\ 

In  March^  I deflred  to  vifit  a Gentle- 

woman in  Burr-freet-i  who  had  for  feveral  months  la- 
boured under  a remitting  fever,  accompanied  with  a 
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head-acli  and  ophthalmia.  Thefe  complaints,  tliough 
tedious,  were  at  length  removed  by  the  ufe  of  Guaiac 
and  Peruvian  bark  ; but  as  the  difeafe  had  been  ob- 
flinate  and  of  long  continuance,  a return  of  it  was  ap  - 
prehended in  the  autumn,  and  therefore  a courfe  ot 
fea-bathing  was  recommended ; but  the  advice  was  not 
complied  with.  In  the  end  of  July  the  complaints 
returned  with  greater  violence ; the  head-ach  was  fe- 
vere,  the  eye  much  inflamed,  its  coats  conflderably 
thickned,  the  pain  intolerable,  and  flie  very  feldom  had 
any  fleep.  Leeches  were  applied  to  the  temples  with- 
out effedf,  but  the  complaints  were  again  alleviated  by 
taking  the  bark.  She  went  to  the  country,  where  her 
health  was  much  improved ; and  being  now  perfuaded 
that  fea-bathing  was  abfolutely  necelTary,  flie  fet  about 
it  with  alacrity,  and  her  recovery  was  foon  perfectly 
compleated. 


CASE  XIX. 

A young  Gentleman,  in  ^^een-ftreet.,  Lincoln  s Inn 
Fields.,  was  feized,  about  the  middle  of  OSiober,  1769, 
with  a remitting  fever,  the  fymptoms  of  which  were 
flight,  and  being  miftaken  for  complaints  in  the  flo- 
mach  and  dejection  of  fpirits,  exercife  and  amufement 
were  judged  the  proper  means  for  his  recovery.  But 
■the  fever  infenflbly  gaining  ground,  I was  at  length 
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defired  to  vifk  him.  His  pulfe  was  quick,  but  the 
heat  of  his  body  did  not  exceed  that  of  a natural  date. 
He  had  no  appetite,  and  little  third.  He  continued, 
dill  to  have  condderable  remilTions,  but  was  condantly 
either  infendble  or  delirious,  and  fometimes  expreded' 
great  furprize  at  the  darknefs  of  the  air.  As  he  could 
not  be  brought  to  take  any  medicine  regularly,  bliders. 
were  applied  to  his  head,  back,  and  ancles,  and  cata- 
plafms  to  his  feet.  Madeira  was  alfo  given  when  he 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fwallow  it ; and  after  at- 
tempting, in  vain,  to  give  him  the  bark  in  powder,, 
the  extradl  was  prefcribed ; but  he  foon  abfolutely  re— 
fufed  taking  it,  and  died  in  a.  few  days. 
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C H A P<  V. 

Obfervations  on  the  preceding  Cafes. 

I.  /Merely  to  relate  cafes  would  have  little 
XVX  tendency  to  improve  the  fcience  of  medicine. 
To  render  them  ufeful,  it  is  necelfary  carefully  to  review 
them  ; to  conhder  the  effedls  of  the  various  methods  oi 
cure  which  were  purfued,  and  to  examine  impartially 
whether  fome  of  thofe  methods  may  not  have  operated 
very  differently  from  what  was  intended,  and  whether 
the  malignity  of  the  dileafe  may  not  have  been  aggra- 
vated by  thofe  very  means  to  which,  perhaps,  a cure 
is  too  rafhly  attributed. 

' 2.  Such  a review  is  ^highly  expedient,  even  when 
the  cafe  terminates  favourably  ; but  when  it  proves 
■fatal,  it  is  the  phyhcian’s  duty  to  weigh  the  con- 
fequences  of  every  ftep  which  he  hath  taken,  and 
the  effect  of  every  remedy  which  hath  been  prefcribed  ; 
and  though  no  miftake  is  committed,  yet  if  any  pro- 
bable means  of  facing  his  patient  is  negledled,  he  ought 
to  point  out  fucli  examples  to  others,  and  thereby  ren- 
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cler  his  experiencCj  and  even  his  errors,  extenfively 
iifcful  to  mankind. 


Of  the  preceding  cafes  the  fh'ft  and  fecond  ended 
iatally.  Had  the  lancet  been  withheld,  evaeuations  made 
more  fparingly,  and  the  bark  early  adminiftered,  is  it 
not  probable  that  both  of  them  might  have  terminated 
favourably  ? The  third  cafe  was  more  violent  than 
either  of  the  two  former ; and  while  the  fame  meafures 
were  purfued,  the  fymptoms  became  more  and  more 
alarming : but  upon  altering  the  plan,  giving  the  bark, 
and  defifling  from  the  antiphlogiflic  method,  a happy 
change  v/as  fpeedily  brought  about,  and  the  cure  after- 
wards went  on  profperoufly.  Would  this  have  hap^ 
pened  if  the  antiphlogiftic  method  had  been  purfued 
Or  w'ould  the  event  have  been  the  fame  as  in  the  two. 
preceding  cafes  ? 


4.  In  the  fequel  it  appeared,  that  whenever  brifk: 
evacuations  were  purpofely  made,  or  happened  acciden- 
tally, the  fever,  increafed  ; but  an  early  ufe  of  the  bark 
either  reftrained  or  entirely  removed  it. 


-5.  From  the  feventh  cafe  we  learn,  that  plentiful  eva- 
cuations, by  vomiting  and  purging,  which  have  gene- 
rally been  reekoned  a neceflary  preparation  for  the  ufe 
of  the  bark,  do  not  fecure  the  patient  againft  the  re- 
turns- 
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turns  of  naufea,  vomiting,  and  purging,  in  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  very  fev/  in- 
ftances  of  thefe  fymptoms  proving  more  troubleforne 
than  in  this  which  we  are  now  reviev/ins',  akhourdr  in 
the  beginning  very  plentiful  evacuations  had  been  made. 

Would  not  the  occafional  addition  of  a few  srains  of 

« * 

fhubarb  to  the  bark  anfwer  all  the  intention  of  carry! nff 

j cy 

off  the  bile,  without  any  rifle  of  increafing  the  fecretioii 
of  that  fluid,  or  incurring  the  danger  of  too  great  laxity 
in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  ? 

6.  When  the  fever  was  apparently  removed  by  the 
bark,  a relapfe  was  often  occafioned  by  purging,  whe- 
ther it  happened  accidentally,  or  from  the  ufe  of 
clyfters,  or  laxative  medicines.  Are  we  not  too  anxious 
to  procure  ftools  in  remitting  fevers,  and  is  not  the 
malignity  of  the  difeafe  often  increafed  by  that  manage- 
ment ? Some  fadls  worthy  to  be  confidered,  in  order 
to  throw  light  on  this  fubjedt,  will  be  found  in  the 
fifth,  twelfth  and  thirteenth  cafes  of  this  colledfion. 

7.  A violent  delirium  accompanied  the  fever  in 
this  cafe,  as  well  as  the  14th.  This  fymptom  hath 
often  given  rife  to  a fufpicion  of  a phrenitis,  as  it  is 
called,  or  an  inflammation  of  the  brain ; a difeafe 
juftly  reckoned  exceedingly  dangerous.  But  the  fymp- 
toms ought  to  be  very  different  from  thofe  which  arc 
generally  aferibed  to  it.  That  of  a delirium  is  ob- 
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ferved  in  alnioffc  all  remitting  fevers,  and  is  only  dan- 
gerous when  affailed  by  copious  bleeding  and  the  an- 
tiphlogiftic  method  of  cure.  It  continues,  in  maniacs 
and  melancholics,  for  many  years ; and  furely  no  one 
would,  in  thefe  cafes,  fufpedl  inflammation.  It  muft 
be  confefied,  that  phyfleians  have  been  fatisfied  with 
very  improbable  conjectures  concerning  the  diagnoftics 
of  this  dreadful  difeafe,  though  their  practice  hath  been 
as  bold  as  if  it  were  founded  on  the  higheft  degree 
of  certainty.  But  let  us  rife  from  conjectures  to  faCts. 
What  are  the  iymptoms  when  an  inflammation  in  the 
brain  is  occafloned  by  external  violence  ? Infenflbility,. 
coma,  and  involuntary  motions,  are  the  principal  flgns  y 
but  a delirium  is  feldom  occafloned  by  fuch  a caufe, 
and  is  never  fo  violent  as  that  which  accompanies 
tlie  remitting  fever.  Since  then  it  often  happens, 
where  there  can  be  no  inflammation  of  the  brain,  and 
an  inflammation  may  exifl  there  without  producing  fuch 
an  effect,  fliould  v/e  not  be  extremely  cautious  of  ad- 
mitting conjectural  evidence  in  oppofltion  to  eftabliflied 
truths.?  From  hence  we  may  alfo  judge  with  what  juftice 
the  knowledge  of  furgery  hath  been  reckoned  deroga- 
tory to  the  dignity  of  phyfle,*  and  may  perhaps  be  leis 
furprized  at  the  blunders  of  thofe  men,  who  value  them- 
felves  on  their  ignorance  of  an  art  fo  fubfervient,  nay, 
fo  eflential,  to  that  which  they  profefs. 
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8.  It  is  pretended,  that  the  bark  occaflons  obftruc- 
tions  in  the  abdominal  vifeera  and  dropfies  ; but  it  is 
certain  that  fuch  complaints  arife  from  remitting  fevers, 
when  that  medicine  hath  not  been  taken  * ; and  from 
the  tenth  cafe,  in  this  collection,  we  learn,  how  ill 
founded  this  prejudice  againft  the  bark  muft  be,  fince  it 
proves  an  effectual  remedy  in  fuch  diforders,  even  when 
they  have  eluded  the  force  of  very  powerful  laxative  and 
deobftruent  medicines. 

m 

9.  The  eleventh  cafe  affords  an  example  of  fymp- 
toms  refembling  thofe  of  a pleurify  being  combined 
with  a putrid  fever.  On  the  20th  day  of  the  fever  the 
patient  coughed  violently,  and  complained  of  a fevere 
pain  in  his  fide ; and  thefe  complaints  were  removed  by 
a gelatinous  expectoration,  tinged  with  blood.  Not« 
withftanding  thefe  appearances,  the  bark  was  continued, 
and  proved  an  effectual  remedy.  What  would  have 
been  the  confequence,  if  the  antiphlogiftic  method  of 
cure  had  been  attempted  ? 

10.  A great  variety  of  inftances  demonftrate  the  very 
bad  effects  which  arife  from  the  injudicious  extenfion  of 
that  practice.  But  it  would  be  improper,  in  this  place, 

R 2 to 
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to  eularge  on  that  fubje(h:,  as  it  hath  been  fully  invefti- 
gated  by  Dr.  Fiffot^  in  his  Freatife  07i  the  Epidemic  bilious 
Fever  of  Laufa7ine*.,  where  that  learned  and  judieious 
writer  cxprcfly  affirms,  that  this  evacuation  often  proves 
dedrudlive,  and  never  can  be  ufeful  but  at  the  beginning 
of  inflammatory  fevers,,  and  in  plethoric  habits ; juftly 
obferving,  that  lofs  of  blood,  when  it  doth  not  abound,, 
difpofes  to  difeafes  ariflng  from  putrefadtion. 

II.  The 

^ H^ematophili  illi  qui  omnem  morbum  fanguini  tribuentes,  indefinen- 
terque  de  pietliora  & ftafi  loquentes,  in  nullo  morbo  venasfeclionem  omit- 
tant,  ftiipebunt  fane  me  de  ilia  ne  verbuni  protulifTe,  ut  ut  calor,  ariditas,. 
cephalalgia,  vehemens  delirium,  acuta  febris,  qus  fepe  aderant,  talem 
evacuationem  follicitari  viderentur.  Sed  v^h  illis  quorum  Medici  de- 
caufa  nihil  fcifcitantes,  omnem  febrim  vehemcntem  fanguinis  miffione 
jugulare  fatagunt;  quoties  enim  febris  pofc.  operationem  au6la  asgrum, 
iugulavit  ? Quartus  excurritur  annus  a quo  tempore  typis  mandavi  nunquam 
utiliter  celebrari  V.  S.  abfente  plethora  ^ addete  licet,  nifi  ineunte  aut 
crudo  adhuc  morbo  inflammatorio,  poll  vchementius  cxercitium,  infola- 
tionem,  cafum,  & in  fubjedlis  tantum  non  ftridle  quidem  plethoricis  fed 
robuftis,  fanguineis  vegetis.  Nec  mutata  mens  ab  illo  tempore,  quin  imo. 
damna  V.  S.  ubi  tales  denciunt  conditiones  de  die  in  diem  magis  novi. 
Concede,  fuos  fanguis  excedens  inferre  poteft  morbos,  qui  phlebotomiam 
indicant  *3  fed  fanguis  morbos  non  fanguineos  arcet;  quo  quis  plus  vitalis 
habct  fiuidi,  modo  plethora  abfit,  & frequenter,  hodie  abeft,  eo  melius  valet,, 
& plus  viget  contra  generationem  & infultus  aliorum  morborum.  Quo 
plus  ergo  fanguinis  amittet  eo  magis  illorum  rixis  obnoxius  erit.  Cer- 
ium certiffimum  eft  ^nim  fanguinem  evacuatum  in  homine  qui  nimio 
fanguine  non  turget,  reliquum  difponere  ad  cacochymicam  degenerationem 
& morbos  quos  generat  putredo.  Hifloria  Febris  Biliof(te  Laufannenjis.^ 
anni  Opitfcida  Medica^  tomus  primus.  Lipfide  et  Cellis^  ^7%- 
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11.  The  fourteenth  and  three  following  cafes  fur- 
nifh  us  with  examples  of  the  utility  of  cool  air  and  cold 
drink  in  putrid  fevers.  One  perfon,  (No.  XVI.)  in 
a very  malignant  fever,  accompanied  with  the  higheft 
ligns  of  putrefaction,  fuch  as  haemorrhages,  petechia,, 
and  gangrene,  was  moved  every  day,  not  only  without 
any  inconvenience,  but  with  great  advantage. 

Another,  (No.  XV.)  in  a remitting  fever,  of  no  very 
mild  kind,  undertook  a journey  of  70  miles,  and  reco- 
vered fooner  than  he  probably  would  have  done  if  he 
had  been  confined  to  bed,  kept  warm,  and  carefully 
nurfed.. 

A third  (No.  XIV.)  drank  a large  quantity  of  cold 
water  with  advantage.. 

12.  Thefe  inftances  ferve  to  remove  the  apprehenfions 
which  have  been  entertained  againft  the  ufe  of  cool  air 
and  cold  drink  in  fevers ; and  in  the  1 6th  cafe  we  have 
an  example  of  the-  utility  of  that  practice,  as  well  as 
the  bad  confequences  arifing  from  ftifling  the  patient 
in  the  tainted  air  of  a fmali  apartment.. 

13.  But  though  many  cafes  have  occurred  in  which 
the  fortuitous  application  of  cool  air,  and  cold  water,, 
have  proved  beneficial,  yet,  as,  it  hath  feldom  been 

exprefly 
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exprefly  recommended,  thefe  have,  in  this  country,  been 
hitherto  conhdered  as  fortunate  accidents,  which  few 
pradtical  phyficians  have  ventured  to  imitate,  though  it  is 
probable  that  the  eftablifhment  of  the  practice  would 
be  extenfively  ufeful  to  mankind  *. 

14.  But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  in  all  thefe  cafes 
bark  had  been  given  liberally.  Such  indulgences  can- 
not, perhaps,  be  allowed  with  impunity  under  any  other 
regimen.  But  when  the  cure  is  attempted  by  diapho- 
retics, and  heating  medicines,  they  might  prove  perni- 
cious. 

15.  The  eighteenth  demonftrates  the  good  effedls  of 
the  bark  in  cafes  which  have  been  reckoned  inflamma- 
tory, and  in  which  the  antiphlogiftic  method  of  cure 
hath  been  judged  the  only  refource.  It  alfo  affords  an 
example  of  the  utility  of  the  cold  bath. 

16.  The 

* Though  a cooling  fegimen  hath  not  been  generally  prefcribed  in 
fevers,  yet  Sydenham  hath  earneflly  recommended  it. 

Pras  reliquis  omnibus  edixi,  ne  fe  in  le6lo  aflidue  contineret  ^eger^  fed  illo 
^ubftineret  bonam  diei  partem,  idque  quotidie.  — Accerfebar  ad  virum 
doftiffimum  D.  Morrice,,  febre,  cum  efrufifrimis  fudoribus  et  frequentibus 
petechiis  laborantem,  confentientibus  aliis  aliquot  medicis,  utrique  noftrum 
familiaribus,  vena  fe6la  fuit,  furrexit  e lefto,  abfterfo  primurn  fudore 
medicamentis  et  diaeta  refrigerantibus  ufus  eft,  prsefentiftimo  cum  levamine, 
multis  malis  atque  periculofis  fymptomatis  mox  difflatis  *,  et  cum  eidem 
methodo  infifteret,  intra  pauces  dies  fanitati  reftitutus  eft. 

Sydenhami  opera,  p.  205 — 207. 
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16.  The  nineteenth  cafe,  which  is  not  a fingular  in- 
ftance,  warns  us  againfl:  being  too  fecure  when  the  re- 
mitting fever  approaches  infenhbly,  fince  the  flighteft 
iymptoms,  when  negle£led,  often  fuddenly  increafe, 
and  the  difeafe,  becoming  mUignant,  generally  proves 
fatal. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

A Review  of  the  Hifiory  of  Fevers,  and  of  the 

1 • 

various  Opinions  concerning  them. 


t % ^ H E diviflon  of  fevers  hath  been  fo  widely  ex- 

§ tended,  and  fo  many  minute  differences  efta- 

blifhed,  that  if  the  knowledge  of  thefe  diftindlions  are 

really  neceffary,  in  order  to  their  being  fuccefsfully 

treated,  it  is  in  vain  to  pretend  that  any  phyfician  on 

earth  can  ever  be  duly  qualified  to  undertake  the  cure  of 

them.  The  very  names  by  which  they  have  been  dif- 

tinguifhed  afford  a fubjedt  for  laborious  ftudy,  and  the 

multiplicity  of  minute  circumftances,  on  which  they  are 

founded,  is  too  intricate  to  be  unraveled  by  the  moll: 
* ^ 

unwearied  and  attentive  obfervation.  But  if  they  are 
the  offspring  of  fancy  and  invention,  and  not  of  an 
accurate  attention  to  the  progrefs  of  nature,  it  is  highly 
expedient  that  they  fliould  be  for  ever,  difcarded  from 
the  records  of  phyfic.  A review  of  the  accounts,  which 
have  been  given  of  the  remitting  fever,  in  different  ages 
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and  in  various  climates,  may  perhaps  throw  light  on 
this  important  fubjeil,  and  enable  us  to  trace  the  origTn 
of  fome  opinions,  which  having  received  the  fan<flion 
of  ages,  by  an  implicit  veneration  for  cuftom,  and  the 
authority  of  great  names,  have  hitherto  been  fereened 
from  an  impartial  examination. 

Hippocrates  is  the  firft  who  hath  furnillied  any 
materials  for  the  hiftory  of  fevers.  His  obfervations, 
however,  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  folely  the  fruit  of 
his  own  application,  lince  the  traditions  which  had  been 
handed  down  in  his  family  laid  a foundation  for  further 
improvement,  by  pointing  out  the  path  which  he 
fuccefsfully  followed,  and  enabling  him  to  build  on 
the  experience  of  many  ages.  But  the  accuracy  with 
which  he  hath  deferibed  difeafes,  and  the  judgment  he 
hath  difplayed  in  felefting  the  charadteriflic  lymptoms, 
and  rejecting  every  fuperfluous  and  perplexing  circum- 
flance,  hath  excited  the  admiration  of  fucceeding  ge- 
nerations. Had  his  fuccefibrs  followed  the  fame  plan, 
medicine  had  probably  been  long  ago  carried  to  a 
higher  degree  of  perfe6tion,  and  the  ftudy  of  it  would 
not  have  been  rendered  intricate,  by  the  introduction  of 
impertinent  or  imaginary  diftinCtions. 

We  are  informed  by  him,  that  a fever  is  the  nioft 
frequent  of  all  difeafes,  and  that  it  is  the  conco- 

S mitant 
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mitant  of  almoft  every  complaint,  efpecially  of  inflam- 
mation. 

Of  fevers,  confldered  as  an  original  difeafe,  there  are 
two  kinds,  one  of  which  is  common  to  all  mankind 
and  is  called  the  plague  5 and  another,  which  is  pe- 
culiar to  individuals  who  commit  any  error  in  diet. 
The  former  is  univerfal,  becaufe  human  bodies  being 
flmilar,  they  muft  be  flmilarly  affedted  by  the  fame  par- 
ticles in  the  air,  the  parent  of  all  difeafes  -f. 

An  acute  fever  is  preceded  by  fhuddering,  and  the 
violence  of  the  difeafe  is  in  proportion  to  the  length 

and 

^ This  divifion  of  fevers  is  fimple  and  judicious.  A fever,  which  is 
tiniverfally  epidemic,  may  juftiy  be  denominated  a plague  3 and  is  with 
great  propriety  difliinguiflied  from  that » which  is  the  concomitant  of  in.^- 
fiammation.  The  latter  is  rare,  and  aiTedls  only  a few  individuals ; but 
tlie  former,  of  v;hich  Hippocrates  treats  in  the  books,  entitled  Epidemics'^ 
is  prevalent  in  all  ages  and  climiates  : and  when  the  fick  are  crouded 
together,  negledted,  forfaken,  and  the  dead  left  unburied,  as  was  the  cuftom 
in  the  laft  century,  it  becomes  highly  malignant;  and  thus  that  ftage 
of  the  difeafe  is  produced  which  hath,  by  the  moderns,  been  peculiarly 
diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  the  plague.  It  may,,  indeed,  be  juffly  aiHrmed, 
however  flrange  the  affertion  may  appear  to  thofe  who  have  not  attentively 
(ludied  the  fubjefl,  that  all  fevers,  which  are  not  accompanied  with  local 
inflammation,  or  with  forne  fpecifle  eruption,  fuch  as  the  fmall-po5C 
and  meafles,  are  of  the  fame  fpecies,  and  differ  only  in  the  mildnefs  or 
malignity  of  the  fymptoms.  But  this  v/ill  be  more  fully  illuflrated  iix 
'the  fubfequent  part  of  this  reviev/. 

f Liber  de  Flatibus,  p,  297— io-“20. 
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and  feverity  of  the  paroxyfm  When  there  are  fre- 
quent remiffions  and  exacerbations,  the  difeafe  is  te- 
dious ; but  if  the  paroxyfms  are  vehement,  it  generally 
proves  fatal.  Milder  fevers  are  terminated  on  the 
feventh  or  fourteenth  day.  But  they  are  often  changed 
into  a continual  malignant  fever,  which  continues  forty 
days,  and  fometimes  ends  in  an  intermittent  -f'  If  a 
fever  vanifhes  without  any  apparent  Bgns  of  a crifis,  a 
relapfe  is  to  be  expedled  J. 

It  is  abfolutely  neceffary  to  underftand  the  power  of 
the  feafons,  and  the  force  of  the  moft  prevalent  difeafes, 
remarking,  at  the  fame  time,  their  charadleriftic  figns ; 
and  remembering,  that  in  every  year,  and  in  all  feafons, 
bad  fymptoms  portend  an  unfavourable  termination, 
and  mild  ones  a happy  iflue,  of  the  difeafe. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  univerfal ; they  hold  equally 
in  different  climates ; and  have  been  proved,  by  expe- 
rience, in  Libya.^  in  Delos^  and  in  Scythia.  A perfeff 
knowledge,  therefore,  of  popular  difeafes,  will  enable 
a judicious  obferver  to  know  and  underftand  them  in 
every  country  ; nor  is  it  of  importance  to  multiply  their 

S 2 names, 

Liber  de  Prifca  Medicina,  p.  1 5.. 
i"  Liber  de  Judicationibus,  p.  53« 

^ Liber  Praenotionum,  fedt  ii.  p«  45' — 31* 
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names,  fince  all  which  agree  to  the  fame  defeription 
may  be  reduced  to  the  fame  clafs 

Fevers,  excepting  thofe  of  the  inflammatory  kind, 
arife  chiefly  from  the  bile,  and  are  divided  into 
continual,  quotidian,  tertian,  and  quartan;  and  thefe 
differ  only  in  degree  The  paroxyfms  of  a bilious 
fever  are  mitigated  every  day.  The  patient  lofes  his 
appetite,  is  diftrelTed  with  naufea,  vomiting,  an  obtufe 
pain  in  his  loins  and  legs,  and  dofes  much.  If  he 
fweats  copioufly,  and  the  fever  is  not  mitigated,  it 
becomes  a tedious  difeafe.  In  this  cafe  a purgative 
fhould  be  given  about  the  ninth  day,  but  if  it  is  ad- 
miniffered  in  the  beginning  the  fever  returns,  and  re- 
courfe  muff  again  be  had  to  the  fame  remedy  at  a more, 
advanced  ffage  of  the  difeafe  $. 

The  ardent  fever  is  occafioned  by  bile.  When  the 
remiffions  are  fhort,  only  fluids  and  Ipoon-meats  fhould 
be  given ; but  when  they  are  long,  and  more  diffindl,. 
folid  food  may  be  allowed,  and  a purging  medicine  or 
a vomit  will  be  ferviceable.  This  method  is  proper 
when  the  external  parts  are  pained,  but  when  the  heart 
and  prsecordia  are  affected,  a thin  diluting  drink  fhould: 
be  given,  conffffing  of  honey,  water,  and  a conflderable. 

pro- 

Prasnotionum  liber,  fed:,  ii.  p.  46,  fub  finem.. 

f De  Natura  Hominis,  fed.  iii.  p.  231, 

De  Morbis,  lib.  ii.  fed.  v.  p.  473. 


and  of  the  Opinions  concerning  them.  133 

proportion  of  vinegar : it  fhould  be  taken  at  firft  in 
fmall  quantities,  that  it  may  be  retained  for  fome  time  ; 
and  the  patient  fliould  be  covered  with  cloaths,  kept 
warm,  and  at  length  provoked  to  vomit  *. 

Such  are  the  confident  and  uniform  accounts  of  fevers, 
interfperfed  through  the  writings  of  Hippocrates ; and 
he  mentions  no  other  fpecies,  excepting  that  which  is 
the  concomitant  of  inflammation.  But  the  particular 
defcription  of  fevers  is  referved  for  that  part  of  his 
works,  where  he  treats  of  the  reigning  epidemic  dif- 
eafes ; which  we  now  proceed  to  examine. 

The  plan  is  Ample,  judicious,  and  well  adapted  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  intended.  The  author’s 
deflgn  is  to  give  an  exadl  hiftory  of  the  popular  difeafes 
in  different  years  and  various  feafons,  and  of  the  general 
eircumftances  by  which  the  health  of  the  people  might 
be  afleded.  This  deflgn  he  hath  profecuted  in  the 
moft  mafterly  manner ; the  defcriptions  are  entirely 
taken  from  nature,  without  any  addition  of  imaginary 
or  trifling  eircumftances.  Every  phyfleian  of  difeern- 
ment  and  experience  muft  admire  the  lively  pidture  of 
an  original  which  is  conftantly  before  him,  in  the  courfe. 
of  his  pradlice,  and  regret  that  the  fcience  has  not  ftiJl: 
been  cultivated  on  the  fame  rational  foundation. 


* De  Affecftionibiis,  fed.  v,  p.  519—40. 
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He  begins  his -defcription  of  the  firft  conftitution,  or 
ftate  of  weather  in  autumn.  In  Thafus^  from  the 
aaitumnal  equinox  to  the  end  of  that  feafon,  there  were 
conftaat  fhowers,  but  thofe  moderate  and  gentle,  as 
when  the  fouth  wind  blows.  The  winter  was  mild  and 
drier  than  ufual,  and  north  winds  were  prevalent.  The 
fpring  was  favourable,  but  cold,  and  there  were  fre- 
quent gentle  fhowers.  The  fummer  was  often  cloudv, 
but  dry.  The  anniverfary  north  winds,  in  the  dog- 
days,  were  gentle.  The  whole  of  this  conftitution  was 
.mild,  and  unufually  dry. 

A few  ardent  fevers  appeared,  which  were  favourable, 
.aad  not  accompanied  with  hremorrhages.  They  were 
generally  preceded  by  fhuddering,  and  were  continual, 
and  acute,  -without  any  perfed  remilTion,  of  the  nature 
of  femitertians,  milder  one  day,  and  more  fevere  the 
next,  -the  paroxyfms  becoming  conftantly  more  violent, 
till  the  dffeafe  arrived  to  its  highefl:  ftate.  They  were 
accom.panied  with  conftant  partial  fweats,  and  the  ex- 
tremities were  cold.  A diarrhoea  was  not  an  uncom- 
mon fymptom  5 the  urine  was  thin,  tranfparent,  and  in 
fmall  quantity.  A little  phlegm  was  with  difficulty 
coughed  up.  Some  had  a fore  throat  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  accompanied  with  inflammation 
,and  rednefs,  and  with  a thin  and  acrid  defluxion. 

5 The 
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The  patient  had  an  averhon  to  food,  but  was  not 
molefted  with  third.  Some  died  delirious. 

The  earlieft  crids  of  this  fever  happened  on  the  twen- 
tieth day ; but,  in  general,  it  was  protradted  to  the 
fortieth,  and  fometimes  to  the  eightieth,  and  the  pa- 
tient often  recovered  gradually,  without  any  fendble 
Grids.  Many,  who  had  recovered,  relapfed  foon  after, 
and  the  fever  ran  the  fame  courfe,  continuing  in  fome 
even  till  winter.  Through  the  whole  of  this  conftitu- 
tion  none  died  excepting  thofe  who  were  previoudy 
weak,  or  difeafed. 

The  next  conftitution  was  extremely  unfavourable. 
During  the  whole  year,  from  fummer  to  fpring,.  north 
winds,  accompanied  with  violent  fhowers  of  hail,  fnow, 
and  rain,  were  prevalent,  and  it  was  extremely  cold. 
Difeafes  were  not,  however,  uncommonly  frequent  in 
the  winter  ; but  during  the  fpring  epidemics  prevailed 
univerfally.  Dyfenteries  were  not  uncommon,  but  fe- 
vers more  frequent,  efpecially  towards  the  autumn. 
They  were  ardent,  continual,  diurnal,  nodurnal,  femi- 
tertians,  exquidte  tertians,  and  erratic.  The  ardent 
levers  were  lefs  frequent  as  w^cll  as  dangerous,  and  ended 
in  an  intermittent  on  the  feventeenth  day.  They 
were  not  accompanied  with  hjemorrHages  nor  delirium, 
and  few  died.  Tertians  were  more  frequent  and 

fevere: 
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fevere.  Some  were  at  firft  feized  with  quartans,  but 
many  more  had  other  forms  of  the  fever  which  ter- 
minated in  that.  This  fever,  ufually  tedious,  was  pro- 
traded  to  an  uncommon  length.  Many  alfo  were 
feized  with  quotidian,  nodurnal,  and  erratic  fevers, 
which  continued  till  winter,  but  were  not  always  fo 
fevere  as  to  fix  the  patient  in  bed. 

I 

The  mod;  general  form,  ih  which  this  fever  appeared, 
was  that  of  a continual,  approaching  to  the  nature  of 
a tertian,  milder  one  day  and  more  fevere  another  ; and 
of  all  the  different  appearances,  which  it  affumed,  this 
was  the  mod  tedious,  violent,  and  dangerous : at  the 
beginning  it  was  very  moderate,  but  every  exacerbation 
became  more  fevere.  Irregular  diudderings,  and  copi- 
ous, noxious  fweats  were  common',  and  thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  remarkable  in  thofe  who  died,  as  well 
as  in  thofe  who  recovered.  When  a remidion  hap- 
pened, the  fever  quickly  returned,  and  there  were  in- 
dances of  its  being  protracted  to  the  eightieth  day,  and 
the  patient  afterwards  relapfing,  and  continuing  ill 
throughout  the  winter.  Thofe  who  were  feized  in  the 
fpring,  or  the  beginning  of  dimmer,  recovered  ; but  in 
autumn,  upon  the  approach  of  the  rainy  feafon,  it  was 
extremely  malignant,  and  many  died. 
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Of  continual  fevers,  fome  are  more  violent  in  the  day, 
and  intermit  in  the  night.  In  others,  the  exacerbations 
happen  in  the  night.  They  appear  in  the  form  of  femiter- 
tians,  tertians,  quintans,  quartans,  feptimans,  andnonans. 
But  in  all  thefe  fevers,  whether  continual  or  intermittent, 
their  form,  conftitution,  and  acceflion,  aie  vaiious. 

A continual  fever  begins,  increafes,  arrives  to  its 
ftate,  and  is  fuddenly  relieved  by  a fenfible  crifis.  In 
fome  its  invahon  is  flow,  but  increafes  every  day,  and  is 
moft  violent  at  the  crifls.  It  fometimes,  from  imper- 
ceptible beginnings,  gradually  increafes,  but  is  conftantly 
attended  with  remifTions,  which  continue  till  it  is  per- 
fedlly  refolved. 

Hippocrates  concludes  this  account  of  fevers,  by- 
pointing  out  the  critical  days,  and  the  fymptoms  by 
which  the  prognoftics  are  to  be  formed , and  he  il— 
luftrates  the  whole  by  fixteen  cafes,  in  which  the 
hiftory,  already  delivered,  is  clearly  exemplified. 

In  the  third  book  of  epidemics  he  introduces  twelve 
cafes  fimilar  to  thofe  already  mentioned,  and  then  pro- 
ceeds, in  the  fecond  feftion,  to  defcribe  another  confti- 
tution,  which  is  ftiled  peftilential. 


T 
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This  ftate  of  the  weather  was  remarkably  wet,  and 
the  heat  of  the  fummer  violent ; but  was  foon  again 
fucceeded  by  heavy  rains.  In  the  fpring  a malignant 
eribpelas  was  frequent,  and  proved  fatal  to  many.  Ar- 
dent fevers  were  prevalent,  accompanied  with  delirium, 
and  fpreading  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  tongue,  and  throat, 
tubercles  in  the  pudenda,  inflamed  eyes,  carbuncles, 
diarrhoeas,  and  proftration  of  appetite.  Some  had  much 
thirft,  others  none.  The  urine  was  made  in  great  quan- 
tity, and  was  turbid  and  unconcodled.  The  flck  were 
often  comatofe,  but  fome  were  reftlefs  and  watchful. 

This  fever  terminated,  for  the  moft  part,  in  death, 
or  in  another  difeafe ; but  fome  became  dropflcal,  and 
many  died  emaciated.  Some  had  abfcefles,  which  ter- 
minated in  fuppuration,  and  others  were  maimed.  The 
mufcles  and  tendons  mortified,  and  even  the  bones, 
feparated  at  the  articulation.  When  a gangrene  hap- 
pened in  the  head,  the  bones  of  the  chin  and  head  were 
made  bare  5 but  thefe  appearances  were  rather  terrible 
than  dangerous,  for  when  the  gangrenous  parts  were 
leparated  from  the  found,  or  abfcefles  fuppui-ated,  the 
patient  generally  recovered.  In  many  the  arm  feparated 
at  the  fhoulder  j and  in  fome  the  foot,  leg,  and  thigh 
were  laid  bare,  or  covered  with  puftules,  eruptions,, 
and  other  marks  of  putrefadlion. 
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This  fever  alfo  appeared  in  the  irregular  manner  de- 
fcribed  in  the  firft  book.  It  fometimes  afiumed  the 
form  of  a tertian  and  quartan,  and  generally  proved 
fatal.  In  thofe  who  recovered,  it  was  protracted  even 
to  the  eightieth  day ; and  many,  who  furvived  the  fe- 
ver, became  oedematous  or  droplical,  were  fubjeCl  to 
frequent  fhudderings,  and  died  delirious.  This  book 
alfo  is  concluded  with  fixteen  cafes,  tending  to  illuftrate 
the  general  hiftory  of  the  difeafe. 

The  hiftory  of  fevers,  delivered  by  the  elegant  Celfuty 
correfponds  exaCtly  with  that  of  Hippocrates.  A fever, 
according  to  him,  is  the  moft  frequent  of  all  difeafes. 
It  appears  in  the  form  of  a quotidian,  tertian,  or  quartan. 
The  remiftions  are  fometimes  longer  than  in  thefe,  but 
that  feldom  happens.  The  quartan  is  the  ftmpleft  form. 
It  begins  with  fhuddering,  and  ends  in  a violent  heat  j 
intermits  two  days,  and  returns  on  the  fourth. 

Tertians  are  of  two  kinds ; one  exadlly  refembling 
the  quartan,  excepting  that  it  returns  on  the  third  day  : 
the  other  is  much  more  dangerous ; it  returns  indeed 
on  the  third  day,  but  of  forty-eight  hours,  thirty-ftx, 
lefs  or  more,  are  occupied  by  the  paroxyfm : and 
though  the  patient  is  eafter  in  the  interval,  yet  there  is 
no  complete  remilTion.  This  fpecies  is  denominated, 
by  phyftcians,  a femitertian. 


i.  2 


Quotidians 
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Qiiotidians  are  various  and  irregular.  Some  are  in- 
troduced with  heat,  others  with  cold,  and  others  again 
with  trembling.  In  home  there  is  a diftindl  remiffion  ; 
in  others,  though  the  patient  is  much  relieved  at  in- 
tervals, yet  Tome  degree  of  fever  remains,  till  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  another  paroxyhn.  Others  have  little  or  no: 
alleviation  of  the  fever,  which  proceeds  with  equal 
violence. 

Sometimes  the  paroxyfms  are  fo  anomalous  that  no- 
regular  exacerbation,^  or  remidlon,  can  be  obferved. 

It  has  been  ailerted,  without  any  juft  foundation,  that 
no  fever  is  irregular,  excepting  it  proceed  from  an  in- 
flammation, ablcels,  or  ulcer,.  But  the  aflertion  is  falle. 
The  controverly  indeed  is  only  concerning  words,  and 
not  fadts  j for  thole,  who  contend  for  this  opinion, 
pretend,  that  when  the  paroxyfms  are  irregular,  it  is 
not  the  lame  dileale  continued,  but  a lucceflion  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,.  But  were  this  true,  it  is  of  no  confe- 
quence.  in  the  cure*,. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  fevers,  in  Greece  and  Rome, 
as  delivered  by  Hippocrates  and  Celfus,  uniform’ 
confiftent,  and  exaftly  flmilar,  entirely  void  of  fan- 
cied or  artifleial  diftindions,  and  ftamped  with  the 

flgnature 

.*  A,  Corn.  Celfi.  Medccina,  lib.,  iii.  cap.  iii.  de  febrium  generibus.. 
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fignature  of  truth.  It  is  evident,  that  both  muft 
have  drawn  their  inimitable  defcription  from  the 
book  of  nature,  and  not  from  legends  and  fabulous, 
traditions. 

It  has  been  difputed  whether  Celfus  ever  praftifed 
phylic ; but  thofe  who  have  entertained  any  doubt  of 
it  muft  themfelves  have  been  ftrangers  to  the  medical 
art.  His  fuccindt,  nervous,  and  accurate  defcriptions, 
the  propriety  of  his  ftrictures  on  the  dodlrine  of  others,, 
and  the  light  he  throws  on  every  fubjedl,  where  he  in- 
terpofes  his  own  judgment,  evidently  demonftrate  an 
intimacy  with  the  operations  of  nature,  which  could 
only  be  obtained  by  a careful  attention  to  the  progrefs 
of  difeafes. 

But  this  chafte  manner  of  cultivating  the  fcience  was 
foon  vitiated  and  perverted.  The  fucceflbrs  of  Hippo- 
crates, deviating  from  the  ftmplicity  of  their  predeceflbr, 
and  afpiring  to  greater  excellence  than  is  conftftent  with 
the  limitations  of  the  human  underftanding,  fell  fhort  of 
thatperfedlion  to  which,  by  a modeft  and  diligent  applica- 
tion, they  might  have  attained.  Not  fatisfied  with  pa- 
tiently acquiring  the  knowledge  of  difeafes  by  attending 
to  their  progrefs,  they  challenged  to  themfelves  the 
power  of  tracing  the  hidden  fecrets  of  nature,  and  de- 
fcending  from  caufes  to  their  effedls. 
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But  though  this  corruption  was  early  introduced,  it 
did  not  immediately  prevail  over  a more  rational  phi- 
lofophy.  To  banilh  natural  ideas  from  the  ftudy  of  the 
art,  a genius  was  yet  wanting,  bold,  enterprizing,  vain, 
and  ardent  in  the  purfuit  of  fame.  Galen  at  length 
arofe,  in  whom  were  combined  the  contrafted  qualities 
fuited  to  that  pernicious  purpofe  j and  his  authority 
became  abfolute  and  uncontrouled.  Fraught  wdth  the 
fallacy  of  the  peripatetic  fchools,  and  intoxicated  with 
a philofophy  which  gave  ample  fcope  to  the  exertion  of 
fancy  and  invention,  he  adapted  it  to  the  purpofe  of 
eredting  a new  theory  in  phyfic,  and  thereby  gave  an 
air  of  wifdom  to  thofe  errors,  which  took  their  rife  from 
the  imperfedion  of  knowledge.  The  arguments  which 
he  ufed,  in  fupport  of  his  dodrine,  were  fo  well  adapted 
to  the  philofophy  and  ignorance  of  the  times,  that  it 
became  univerfally  prevalent ; and  fo  far  did  his  blinded 
votaries  carry  their  admiration,  as  to  declare,  that  they 
would  rather  be  in  the  wrong  with  Galen.,  than  in  the 
right  by  diffenting  from  his  opinions. 

Fie  founded  his  theory  of  fevers  on  the  jargon  of  the 
corpufcular  philofophy,  and  drew  his  divihons  of  them 
from  the  logical  diftindions  of  fubflance  and  accident^. 

He 

* Febrium  diffcrentife,  qua;  quidem  maxime  proprias  funt,  ac  principa- 
Jiflimae,  ab  earum  lumuntur  fubltanda,  aliae  vero  ab  accidente  aliquo. 

Lib,  i.  De  Differ entiis  Fehrium, 
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lie  not  only  erected  many  minute  circumftances,  which 
Hippocrates  and  Celfus  had  defcribed  as  a mere  variety 
of  fymptoms,  into  new  difeafes,  but  alfo  added  feveral 
diftindlions  of  his  own  He  pretended  to  explain  the 
origin  of  fevers  by  the  example  of  warming  cold  water 
in  a hot  kettle,  by  that  of  heating  air  in  a fmith’s 
bellows,  and  other  abfurd  illuftrations  -f . He  divided 

the 

De  Morboriim  temporibus  pafTim,  et  Liber  contra  eos  qui  de  Typis 
fcripferunt. 

"f  Quid  autem  dicamus,  hsc  tibi  exempla  manifeftiffime  oftendunto 
Cogita  aqiiam  calidam  lebeti  frigido  injedtam  : deinde  ex  ejus  vicinia 
lebetis  corpus  calefieri  quidem,  nondum  autem  exquifite  efle  calefadtum, 
Excogita  iterum  in  calidum  atque  ignitum  lebctem  aquam  frigidani  in- 
fufam . deinde  ab  eodem  lebete  adhuc  quidem  calefieri,  nondum  autem 
efie  calefa(fi:am.  Horum  exemplorum  fecundum,  primam  febrium  dif- 
ferentiam  oftendit,  quas  diximus  ipfum  cordis  corpus  occupaiie : primum 
vero  eas,  qus  in  ipfis  confiftunt  humoribus  : reliqua  vero,  et  tertia  dif- 
ferentia fimile  quidem  omnino  non  habet  exemplum : at  manifeftioris 
dodlrinas  gratia,  concipe  animo  fabrilem  follem  trahentem  quidem  ad  fe 
ipfum  aerem  admodum  calidum : deinde  ab  eodem  calefieri  nondum 
tamen  efie  calefadtum.  Sed  et  rei,  quam  monftrare  volumus,  naturam, 
exemplum  ipflim  magis  oflendit  fi  humorem  in  folle  contentum  cogitaveris  r 
adhuc-  vero  magis  fi  follis  foramina  per  quse  aerem  trahit,  atque  effikr, 
adeo  arte  fabricata,  ut  humorem  quidem  non  admittant,  acre  autem  pervia 
exiftant.  In  quo  fane  plurimum  difFerunt  nature  opera  ab  his,  qua^ 
fiumana  arte  funt  fabricata.  Nam  fanguini  mixta  efb  in  omnibus  arteriis 
per  multa  foramina  fpirantibus  aerea  fubftantia,  ac  nihilominus  in  corde. 
ipio,  ut  quod  confluxile  fit  omnibus  ipfis  arteriis.  Incipit  igitur  hie  preter 
naturam  calor,  quern  et  febrem  nominamus. 


Lih.  i.  De  Different.  Fch'hmi. 
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the  temperaments  of  the  human  body  into  hot  and  cold, 
inoift/and  dry  j and  from  the  different  proportions,  in 
which  thefe  may  be  blended,  he  deduced  the  caufes  and 
differences  of  all  fevers  *.  But  leaf!  all  this  ffiould  not 
afford  fufficient  fcope  for  his  luxuriant  imagination,  he 
alfo  introduced  the  machinery  of  occult  qualities  and 
hidden  caufes  which  might  be  accommodated  to  every 
hypothecs  f.  Abfurd  and  extravagant  as  thefe  opi- 
nions may  appear,  he  maintained  them  with  all  the 
ardour  which  could  be  infpired  by  truth  and  conviction  ; 
and  not  only  ufed  every  argument  which  fo  wild  a 
philofophy  could  fuggeft,  but  accufed  all  who  denied 

their 

^ Sunt  igitur  fuppofitioncs  : calldum,  frigidum,  Iiumidum,  et 
ficcum  eiTe  corporum  elemental  primafque  ex  eorum  internperaturis 
conflitui  mgritudines : ex  quarum  numero  febris  eft  una,  quum  in  corde 
qu^edam  prater  naturam  caliditas  generatur.  Differentia  vero  fecundum 
genus  caloris,  de  quibus  prasfens  transfigit  fermo,  a materiarum  differentia 
fumebatur,  qus  febrilem  caliditem  fufcipiunt : qus  tres  erant  fecundum 
genus  : vel  nempe  in  ipfo  cordis  corpore  accendi  dicebantur,  vel  in  hu- 
moribus,  vel  in  fpiritu  : pr^incipere  autem,  in  omnium  febrium  conftitu- 
tione,  caufas,  qufe  ab  omnibus  manifefte  nofcuntur,  quas  et  paulo  ante 
commemorav  i m us . 

De  Differ entiis  Fehrium^  cap.  iii. 

f Naturales  philofophi  illi  veteres,  quorum  ftudium  crat,  ut  humano 
generi  prodeffent,  non  modo  ea  quse  aperte  cognofcuntur  tradlabant;  vcrum 
et  operam  navabant,  ut  abditarum  etiam  rerum  complures  invenirent*,  et 
inde  proveniebat,  ut  illis  temporlbus  rerum  inventionibus  maxima  fieret 
acceffio, 

Lilier  de  Caufts  Procatardlicis  ab  initio. 
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their  affent  to  thefe  ftrange  dodlrines  of  dulnefs  and 
ftupidity,  and  poured  out  terrible  execrations  againft 
them.  He  attempted  to  turn  into  ridicule  the  fober, 
rational  phylicians,  who  direfted  their  pradlice  by  expe- 
rience, arrogantly  extolling  his  own  fuperiority,  Ihrewd- 
nefs,  and  fagacity,  and  narrating  fome  incredible  ftories, 
in  fupport  of  his  vain-glorious  aflertions*.  Yet  fa 
intricate  are  the  diflindlions  which  he  introduces,  and  fo 
incomprehenfible  the  conjectures  on  which  they  are 

founded, 

* Thus  we  are  told  of  a difference  which  arofe  in  confultation  concerning 
Menander^  a particular  friend  of  Gakn^s^  labouring  under  a fever.  The 
phyficians  departed  without  being  able  to  come  to  any  conclufion  concern- 
ing the  fick  perfon,  who  having  more  confidence  in  Galen  than  in  any  of 
the  reft,  defired  he  might  vifit  him  again;  and  being  a man  of  fenfe  and 
learning,  was  fo  well  convinced  by  Galenas  arguments,  as  to  put  himfelf 
entirely  under  his  diredtion  : in  this  refolution  he  was  alfo  encouraged  by  a 
llory  related  by  Galen^  of  a cure  he  had  performed  in  a fimilar  cafe,  in 
which  the  other  phyficians  declared,  that  they  were  dubious  of  the  event : 
but  he,  fmiling,  immediately  predifted,  that  the  young  man  would  foon 
be  relieved  by  an  haemorrhage  from  the  nofe ; that  a fwcat  was  next  to 
be  expedledj  then  a diarrhcea  was  to  follow,  and  afterwards  a vomiting. 
Many  other  things  pertaining  to  the  nature  and  cure  of  difeafes  were  fore- 
told, and  all  his  predidlions  were  compleatly  verified. 

Liber  de  Caufis  Procatardluis  ah  initio. 

Though  Galen  himfelf  relates  this  ftory,  it  would  hardly  be  believed, 
that  mankind  could  be  deceived  by  fuch  ofientation,  if  w^e  had  not  daily 
inftances  of  little  pretenders  to  phyfic,  who,  by  the  fame  firatagems, 
pompoufly  proclaim  their  own  importance,  whilfi:  they  are  ftrangers  to 
the  firft  principles  of  the  art  in  which,  by  their  admirers,  they  are  iuppoied 
to  excel. 


u 
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founded,  that  unlefs  the  divihon  of  difeafes  can  again 
be  reduced  to  their  primitive  fimplicity,  it  were  better 
to  leave  them  entirely  to  nature,  than  attempt  to  cure 
them  on  fuch  uncertain  and  chimerical  principles. 

From  this  agra,  hypothelis  and  fidlion  fupplied  the 
place  of  experiment  and  obfervation  5 and  every  fadt, 
as  v/ell  relating  to  the  fymptoms  of  difeafes  as  the  opera- 
tion of  remedies,  was  tortured  or  mifreprefented,  to 
favour  a beloved  theory.  Hence  arofe  the  abfurd  no- 
tions concerning  the  caufes  and  dividons  of  fevers  5 and 
phyficians  having  once  departed  from  the  paths  of  truth 
and  nature,  every  ftep  they  advanced  involved  theni 
further  in  error  and  perplexity 

The  writers  of  fucceeding  ages  contented  themfelves 
with  copying  thefe  ridiculous  opinions,  till  Paracelfus 
appeared.  Animated  with  the  dictatorial  fpirit  of  his 
ambitious  predeceffor,  and  filled  with  indignation  at  his 
having  affumed  that  infallibility  which  he  now  chal- 
lenged 

✓ 

To  this  a?ra  may  be  traced  the  introdu(!dion-  of  the  diflinflions  of’ 
affodes,  elodes,  lipyria,  febris  fyncopalis,  cholerica,  dyfenterica,  atrabilaria, 
hcpatica,  cardiaca,  diaphoretica,  algida,  lethargica,  iderodes,  and  an  inr 
finite  number  of  others,  or  at  leail  the  corruption  of  eroding  each  of  them 
into  a new  fpecies  of  difeafe,  conflkuting  afpecific  difference,  and  requiring 
a different  nne.thod  of  cure, 
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lenged  to  he  inveighed  .bitterly 'againft  hinij 

difplayed  the  abfurdity  of  his  writings,  and  at  laft  con- 
demned them  to  the  flames,  in  the  niidft  of  his  applaud- 
ing difciples. 

But  though  this  fanatic  broke  through  the  reflraints 
which  had  been  impofed  on  the  medical  fchools,  and 
paved  the  way  for  freedom  of  inquiry,  yet  medicine 
was  not  improved  ; the  errors  of  Galen  were  ftill  re- 
tained, and  thofe  of  Paracelfus  were  ingrafted  upon 
them.  The  art  of  chemiflry,  from  which  great  advan- 
tages might  have  been  expedted,  ferved  only  to  render 
the  fludy  of  phyflc  ffill  more  intricate,  and  involved  its 
profeflbrs  in  infuperable  perplexity. 

New  methods  of  accounting  for  fevers  were  now  pro- 
pofed  in  the  chemical  fchools.  Some  pretended  that 
they  were  occafioned  by  tartar,  others  by  a predominant 
acid  ; fome,  on  the  contrary,  deduced  their  origin  from 
a fuperabundant  alcalefcence,  or  putrefcency  in  the  hu- 
mours, and  others  from  the  deflagration  of  fulphur  and 

U 2 nitre. 


^ I.earn  of  me,  fays  he,  Avicenna^  Galen.,  Rhazes,  Montanus^  and 
Mefiie  \ it  is  not  enough  that  you  fhould  learn  of  me,  but  do  ye  alfo  learn 
of  me,  ye  profefibrs  of  Paris.,  of  Montpelier.,  of  Switzerland.,  of  Mifnia., 
of  Cologne.,  of  Vienna.,  and  ail  ye  who  dwell  between  the  banks  of  the 
Danube  and  the  Rhine^  ye  who  inhabit  the  ifles^  ye  Italians.,  Dalmatians^ 
Athenians.,  Greeks^  Arabians.,  and  Jews  , I am  your-  mionarch,  and  to  me 
pertains  the  abfolute  diteflion  of  phyfic.  P aracelfi  farag.  in irtefatione. 
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nitre.  New  names  were  alfo  contrived,  and  the  fymp- 
toms  were  explained  on  the  principles  of  fermentation, 
ebullition,  and  dcfpumation. 

To  complete  the  total  depravation  of  the  art,  the 
enthuhafm  and  fuperftition  of  theology  were  at  laft 
added  to  the  myfteries  of  phyfic.  Van  Helmont^  accord- 
ing to  his  own  account*,  was  admonilhed  by  God  in 
a dream,  to  apply  himfelf  to  the  fludy  of  phyhe,  and 
his  proficiency  was  proportionable  to  fuch  a hopeful 
beginning.  The  knowledge  of  difeafes  was  now  to  be 
obtained  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  and  he  alone 
could  ■f  cure  the  fick  who  had  been  called  by  Chrift 

Jefus 

* Quod  cum  a multo  tsedio  et  animi  fatigadorte,  iatenfe  oraiTem,  forte 
In  fomnium  dedu6tus  fum,  et  vidi  totum  Urdverfum,  in  confpedlu  veritatis^ 
tanquam  aliquod  informe  chaos,  quod  merum  pene  nihil  effet  et  haufi 
inde  conceptum  unius  verbi,,  quiTignificabat  mihi  quae  fequuntur.  Ecce 
tu,  et  quae  vides  funt  niU  quicquid  agas  minus  quam  nihilum,  in  con- 
fpedlu  Altifiimi.  Ipfe  feit  fines  omnes  rerum  agendarum,  tu  tu^  faluti; 
faltem  intendas.  Imo  in  ifto  confpedlu,  erat  praeceptum  intrinfecum,  quod 
fierera  medlcus,  et  quod  mihi  daretur  quandoque  ipfum  Raphael. 

Venatio  Scientiarum  Helnw?it,  opera,  p.  13.  Lugd.  1655. 

-j-  Tandem  cum  ulterius  progredi,  me  fentirem  impeditum,  quia  flu- 
pefadtum  \ fabrkavi  intus  rei  nondum  perfefle  cognitae  aliquam  imaginem. 
.Dixitque  ad  me  vir  fandtus  (cui  omnem  confeientiae  angulum,  laborum- 
que,  et  annorum  tsedia,  per  infomnes  nodtes,  operaveram)  Ah ! utinam 
tantumdem  ego  laboraifem,  et  in  amando.  Deum  impendiflem,  quantum* 
tu  mifer,  in  difquifitione  feibilium,  quorum  rationem,  five  computum^ 
noyifiimus  dies  a te  non  exiget. — Suafu  ergo  illius  viri,  deftiti  anguftius 

aliquid 
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Jefus  to  undertake  the  office.  In  conformity  to  this  fanati- 
cal dodlrine,  he  dedicated  his  book  to  God,  and  attributes 
fevers  to  the  influence  of  a fpirit  reflding  in  the  human 
frame,  and  conducting  the  operations  of  the  animal 
ceconomy. 

He  accufes  Paracelfus  of  atheifm,  and  ridicules  him 
for  pretending  to  deduce  the  origin  of  no  lefs  than  flxty 
different  kinds  of  fever  from  the  deflagration  of  fulphur 
and  nitre. 

Galen  is  alfo  ftigmatized  for  his  ftupidity,  in  fup- 
pofing  that  the  vital  fpirit  was  fubjeCt  to  putrefaction, 
and  accounting  for  the  lymptoms  of  fevers  by  that 
theory. 

Archseus  is  now  the  foie  caufe  of  every  complaint, 
and  all  difficulties  in  tracing  the  origin  of  difeafes,  or 

explaining 

aliquid  optare,  querere  et  inTeftigare,  denudavi  me  omni  euriofitate,  et 
appetitu  fciendi  ad  quietem,  five  paupertatem  fpiritus  me  recepi,  refig' 
nans  me  in  amabiliffimam  Dei  voluntatem,  in  quafi  non  efle,  non  operari,, 
in  merum  nil  defiderare,  nil  intelligere. — Cognofcens  namque  animas 
divinitatem..  non  poteft  non  anteferre  intelleftioncm  noftri,  voliiptatibus 
quibufque  labilibus,  fcedis  et  nullius  pretii.— Cognitio  enim  quam  de 
Deo  habemus,  traditionis,  fidei,  adeoque  merit!  eft. — Sin  autem  felix 
quandoque  conceperit  in  fe  Deum  per  vifionem  beatificam,  turn  eodem 
luminis  radio  intus  Deum,  fe,  et  omnia  alia  intuebitur. — Tandem  cum 
Salomone  cognovi,  me  fruftra  adhuc  plerumque  fpiritum  meum  torfifle,. 
vanamque  elTe  fcientiam  omnium,  qute  fub  foie  funt,  vanas  curiofitatum 
indagationes.  Et  quern  Deminus  Jefus  vocaverit  ad  fapientiam,  ille  et  non 
alius  venturus  eft ; imo  qui  ad  faftigium.  pervenerit,  minimum  adhuc  po- 
terit,  nifi  Domini  favor  benignus  affulferit.  Venatio  Scie/itiarum,  id.ib.  p.  19, 
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explaining  their  appearances,  are  folved  by  difplaying 
the  agency  of  that  whimhcal  fpirit 

Were 

^ VciU  Ilelmcnt  doth  not  only  account  for  fevers  from  the  influence  of 
a fpirit  refiding  in  the  human  body,  but  to  fuch  an  extravagant  pitch  hath 
he  carried  his  folly,  as  to  explain  canine  madnefs  by  tlie  fuppofition  of  an 
idea  conveyed  to  a found  perfon  through  the  medium  of  the  infefled 
faliva. 

Etenim,  quod  febres  fubinde  a perturbationibus  anlmi  oriantur,  id 
lippis  ac  tonforibus  perseque  notum.  Sed  Archfeum,  five  impetum  facien- 
tern  fpiritum,  fuas  pati  perturbationes,  harumque  foboles,  fufeitatas  ideas 
in  fe  concipere  inopinum  atque  hucufque  inauditum  eft  quidem  fcholisa 
Attamen  certius  nil,  quam  quod  faliva  rabibi,  dudum  poft  mortem,  canis, 
in  eo  quern  momordit,  producat  fuam  rabiem  plane  fuo  cani  perfimilem, 
unde  manavit.  Quare  in  faliva  fuit  idea  formatrix  feminalis,  illius  rabiei 
produdtfe  par  illi,  unde  prima  fluxit  infedtio.  Nam  ejufmodi  infedtio  po- 
teftatem  prsfupponit  adtricem,  vitalem,  potentemque  propogatricem  fui 
feminis,  licet  nobis  mortem  et  amentiam  caufet,  potentia  autem  ifta  ne- 
quaquam  agit,  ut  nudum  accidens  ^ fed  quatenus  formal!  fubjedlo  in- 
haefionis  inhabitat.  Nec  etiam  quod  materia  vifibiiis,  five  diverforium 
inhaefionis,  fit  ipfarnet  potentia,  nec  excitatrix,  vel  ftimulis  fui  ipfius  aut 
quod  ifta  potentia  fubfiftat  folitaria  extra  radicem,  qua  illam  fufeitavit : fed 
■omnis  potentia  habet  ens  fovens,  patrans,  ac  dirigens,  fui  longe  fpiritualius, 
abftradlius,  quam  fit  fua  caufa  inhsfionis.  Abftradlius  inquam  quam  fit 
ipfum  medium  in  quod  potentia  motrix  eft  recepta,  imo  formalins  quam 
•fit  ipfaiuet  qualitas  potently.  Eft  nimirum  architedlonica  imago  mali 
aut  boni,  effedlrix  effedtuum,  tarn  in  morbis  quam  in  cteteris  entibus 
feniinalibus.  Sumit  autem  ifta  imago,  primordiale  fui  initium  ex  coo-lta- 
tione  hominis,  vel  fuccenturiato  conceptu  fpiritus  archealis  (de  morbis  nunc 
loquor.)  Sic  nempe  anima  fenfitiva  eft  per  modum  recipientis  in  fpiritu, 
five  aura  archeali.  Et  quanquam  Archaeus  non  anxietur  per  modum  animae 
'ufualem,  atque  humanum,  attamen  diverforium  anims  fenfitivae,  (quod 
eft  ipfe  Archseus)  fruitur  per  modum  fuas  reception!  proprium  Ideis  oriun- 
dis,  tarn  a fuis  conceptibus,  quam  a conceptuum  exorbitationibus. — Front 
in  faliva  rabid!  dentis  eft  proprietas  Idealis  virulenta,  qus  animte  fenfitivae 
imaginationes  in  nobh  alienat,  ad  fui  lubitum. 

De  Feb,  open  cap.  xvi.  p.  107.  Ltigd,  1655. 
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Were  not  the  works  ftill  extant  by  which  this  narra- 
tive is  authenticated,  it  would  fcarcely'be  believed  that 
mankind,  credulous  as  they  are,  could  ever  have  been 
fo  grofly  deluded,  and  fo' totally  divefled  of  common 
underftanding.  The  ignorance  and  barbarity,  which 
now  prevailed,  could  admit  of  no  addition  ; and  no 
improvement  could  be  expeded,  but  by  totally  rejed:- 
ing  thefe  abfurd  dodrines  which  had  been  univerfally 
received. 

Such  was  the  confuHon  in  which  the  fcience  was  in- 
volved, when  the  illuftrious  Lord  V erulam  undertook,  with, 
indefatigable  induftry,  to  invelfigate  the  fource  of  the 
errors  with  which  it  abounded,  and  to  point  out  a limple 
and  natural  plan,  by  which  it  might  be  reftored  to  its 
primitive  dignity  and  iimplicity  *. 

Man,^ 

'*  Homo  naaine  minillier,  et  intcrpres  tantum  facit  et  intelligit,  quan- 
tum de  naturae  ordine,  re  vel  mente,  obfervaverit : ncc  amplius  fcit  auc 
poteft.^ — Solent  fe  immifcere  naturae,  (quoad  opera)  medici : fed  (ut  nunc 
funt  res)  conatu  levi,  fucceifu  tenui.  Infanum  quiddam  elTet,  et  in  fe  con- 
trarium,  exiflimare,  ea,  qu^  adhuc  nunquarn  fadla  funt,  fieri  poffe,  nift 
per  modes  adhuc  nunquarn  tantatos. 

Generationes  mentis  et  mantis  numerofcE  admodum  videntur  in  libris  er 
opiiiciis.  Sed  omnis  ifta  varietas  fita  eft  in  fubtilitate  eximia,  et  derivationibus- 
paucarum  rerum  quae  innotuerunt,  non  in  numero  axiomatum.  Etiarn* 
opera  quae  jam  inventa  funt,  cafui  debentur,  et  experientiae,  magis  quani' 
feientiis feientiae  enim,  quas  nunc  habemus,  nihil  aliud  rant  quam  quse- 

dam. 
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Man,  he  obferves,  is  the  fervant  and  interpreter  of 
nature,  and  underftands  her  order  no  further  than  he 
hath  learned  from  accurate  attention  and  obfervation. 
Phylicians  have  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the 
operations  of  nature,  but,  in  the  manner  they  have  pro- 
ceeded, their  labour  hath  been  fruitlefs ; and  it  would 
be  vain  to  fuppofe,  that  what  hath  never  yet  been 
done,  could  be  accomplilhed  by  any  other  means  than 
fuch  as  have  not  yet  been  tried.  The  diftindlions  which 
obtain  have  taken  their  rife  from  a minute  fubtlety,  and 
are  derived  from  a few  known  fadls,  not  from  a fuf- 
ficient  number  of  axioms. 

All  our  inventions  have  proceeded  either  from  chance 
or  experience,  and  not  from  fcience.  The  fource  of 
our  errors  is,  that  we  falfly  admire  and  extol  the  powers 

of 

dam  concinnationes  rerum  antea  inventarum,  noli  modi  invcniendi  aut 
defignationes  novorum  opcrum.  Caufa  vero  et  radix  fere  omnium  ma- 
lorum  in  fcientiis  ea  una  eft,  quod  dum  mentis  humanae  vires  falfo  mi- 
ramur  et  extollimus,  vera  ejus  auxilia  non  quferamus,  Sicut  fcienti^ 
qujE  nunc  habentur,  inutiles  funt  ad  inventionem  operum : ita  et  logica 
quae  nunc  habetur,  inutilis  eft  ad  inventionem  fclentiarum.  Logica,  qu^ 
in  abufu  eft,  ad  errores  (qui  in  notionibus  vulgaribus  fundantur)  ftabi- 
iiendos  et  figendos  valet,  potius  quam  ad  inquifitionem  veritatis  ; ut  magis 
damnofa  fit,  quam  utilis, — Fruftra  magnum  expedatur  augmentum  in 
fcientiis  ex  fiiperinduftione  et  infitione  novorum  fuper  vetera  •,  fed  in- 
ftauratio  facienda  eft  ab  imis  fundamentis,  nifi  libeat  perpetuo  circumvolvi 
in  orbem,  cum  exili  et  quafi  contemnendo  progreffu. 

Novum  Organim  Scientiarum^  aphorifm  i.  v.  vi, 
vii.  viii.  ix.  xi.  xii,  xxxi. 
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of  the  human  uiiderflanding,  while  we  negledl  the  proper 
helps  by  which  it  might  be  ahlfted. 

Logic  too  hath  been  abufed  to  fupport  and  eftablilli 
error,  rather  than  inveftigate  truth,  and  hath  been  more 
prejudicial  than  ufeful  to  fcience.  It  would  be  in  vain 
therefore  to  expedl  any  great  improvement  by  building 
on  the  old  plan ; we  mufl:  begin  from  the  foundation, 
elfe  we  fhall  be  perpetually  carried  round  in  the  fame 
circle,  and  fhall  make  a very  final!  and  contemptible 
progrefs. 

The  great  Harvey^  endowed  with  the  fame  corlipre- 
henfive  genius,  clearly  difeerned  the  propriety  of  Lord 
Bacons  plan,  and  purfued  it  with  ardour  *.  Laborious, 
indefatigable,  and  encouraged  by  the  munificence  of 
his  fovereign,  who  was  alfo  his  friend  and  patron,  and 
frequently  honoured  him  with  his  royal  prefence  during 

X his 

^ Cum  multis  vivoriim  dilTeftionibus  (dti  adttianum  dabdntur)  animum 
ad  obfervandum  primum  appuli,  quo  cordis  motus  ufum,  et  utilitates  in 
animalibus  per  autopfiam,  et  non  per  libros  aliorumque  feripta  invenir^m  : 
rem  arduam  plane,  et  difficultatibus  plenam  continuo  reperi,  ut  (cum 

Fracoftorlo)  moturn  cordis  foli  Deo  cognitum  fuilTe,  pene  opinarer. ^ 

Tandem  majori  indies  et  difqnifitione,  et  diligentia  ufus,  muita  frequenter, 
et  varia  animalia  viva  introfpiciendo,  multis  obfervationibus  collatis,  et 
rem  attigifle,  et  ex  hoc  labyrintho  me  extricatum  evafifTe,  fimulque  motum, 
ct  ufum  cordis,  et  arteriarum,  quern  defiderabam,  compertum  habere 
me  exiftimabam. 

Harveei  Excrcitatio  Anatomia  de  Cordis  et  Sanguinis  motu^  ah  initio* 
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his  refearches,  his  fuccefs  was  equal  to  his  induftry, 
and  to  the  advantages  which  he  poffeffed  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  his  <;rand  defign.  Proceeding;  with  caution, 
and  advancing  gradually  from  one  difcovery  to  another, 
he  patiently  inveftigated,  and  clearly  demonflrated,  the 
circulation  of  the  blood ; a difcovery  which  difpelled 
the  darknefs  under  which  phyfic  had  been  veiled,  dif- 
played  the  fallacy  of  the  received  doctrines,  and  to- 
tally overthrew  the  fidtions  by  which  they  had  been 
fupported. 

f 

The  abfurdity  of  all  the  different  iyftems  was  now 
demonflrated  ; they  were  proved  to  be  abfolutely  con- 
trad  idlory  to  nature  and  truth ; and  the  neceffity  of 
haying  recourfe  to  experiment  and  obfervation  was 
univerfally  acknowledged.  But  fo  flrong  and  invincible 
is.  the  force  of  prejudice,  that  though  the  followers  of 
the  different  feds  employed  the  fads  which  were  now 
afcertained  to  overturn  the  hypothefes  of  others,  yet 
they  endeavoured  to  palliate  the  clefeds  of  their  own. 

. The  various  parties  amongft  the  chemifls,  the  humourids, 
and  Arifotelian  philofophers,  were  each  more  folicitous 
to  eftabliih  their  own  principles,  than  to  inveiligate 
truth  j and  perverted  or  mifreprefented  every  lad,  to, 
render  their  favourite  theory  more  fpecious  and  plau- 
sible.. 


But 
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But  obfervation  was  now  deemed  neceflary ; and 
there  were  fome  rational  pliyilcians,  who,  though  they 
could  not  entirely  diveft  themfelvcs  of  prejudice,  yet 
confidered  all  fpeculative  opinions  as  fallible  and  un- 
certain, and  applied  themfelves  to  afcertain  the  ap- 
pearances of  difeafes,  and’ the  effedls  of  remedies 

Of  this  number  was  the  learned  Dr.  Willis  Though  j 
in  conformity  to  the  prejudices  of  the  times,  he 
founded  his  theory  on  chemical  principles,  joined 
to  fome  fpeculative  notions  concerning  the  power 
of  the  nervous  fluid,  which  are  now  exploded ; 
yet  the  account  which  he  hath  given  of  fevers  is 

X 2 natural 

^ Medicina  fait  primitus  empirica,  et  remedia,  crebro  fingularium  ten- 
tamine,  minimeque  prseceptis  generalibus,  aut  analogia  fuerint  inventa : 
atque  fi,  Hlppocratis  exemplo  du6li,  pofteri  ejus,  obfervationes,  tantum, 
et  experimenta  recoluiiTent,  proculdubio  ars  medica  cum  majori  ^gro- 
tantum  frudlu,  melius  et  ornatius  accrevilfet.  Quod  vero  lumen  ab  an- 
tiquis  dare  accenfum  cito  prseclufit,  pofterorumque  oculos  obfufcavit, 
fuit  praepoilerum  illorum  -iludium,  qui  propere  nimis  lalpiy.nv  in  me- 
thodum  generalem,  ad  modum  fcientife  allcujus  fpeculativfe,  tantum  non 
ex  ingenio  fuo,  efformabant:  nam.que  hac  ratione,  priurquam  fundamenta 
firma  ponerentur,  fpeciofa  fatis  et  fallax,  et  inftabilis  flruebatur  dodrinse 
moles.  Quod  igitur,  in  curatione  febrium  indicationes  qu^dam,  anti- 
quitus  recepts,  adhuc  ratse  perftant,  eruntque  in  perpetuum  obfervand^, 
experientise,  prim^  hujus  artis  magiftrce,  et  iuinime  fcholarum  preceptis 
totum  debetur. 
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Willis,  opera  in  pr^fatione. 
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natural  and  conliftent,  and  muft  undoubtedly  have  been 
the  refult  of  careful  and  accurate  obfervation. 

Having  related  the  ufual  appearances  of  intermitting 
and  remitting  fevers,  which  correfpond  exadlly  with 
thofe  defcribed  by  Hippocrates  and  Celfusy  he  proceeds 
to  give  the  hijftory  of  a peftilential  fever  which  raged  in 
England  in  the  year  1643. 

When  the  Earl  of  Ejfex  belieged  Reddeny  which  was 
held  by  a garrifon  for  the  King,  an  epidemic  difeale 
broke  out  in  both  armies.  The  beliegers,  neverthelefs, 
perlifted  in  the  blockade,  and  when  the  garrifon  were 
obliged  to  furrender,  it  had  fpread  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  more  were  deftroyed  by  it  than  by  the  fword. 
Ejfex  moved  his  camp  to  the  banks  of  the  Thames  and 
the  adjacent  country,  where  the  difeafe  raged  fo  much 
that  the  greateft  part  of  the  army  fell  a facrilice  to  its 
violence.  The  King  returned  to  Oxfordy  where  his 
forces  were  fiirfl;  encamped,  and  afterwards  cantoned  in 
the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  fuifering  little  lels. 
from  licknefs  than  the  enemy.  The  foot,  whom  it  firft 
attacked,  being  crouded  together  in  confined  quarters, 
involved  in  filth  and  naflinefs,  and  the  fcetid  fleams  of 
gi  corrupted  atmofphere,,  fickened  in  whole  bands.. 


and  of  the  Opinions  concerning  them.-  157 

The  fever  was  at  firfl:  confined  to  the  camp,  but  it 
Ipread  at  length  in  the  houfes  where  the  foldiers  were 
quartered,  and  became  frequent  amongft  all  ranks,  but 
not  as  yet  fo  malignant  as  to  prove  fatal ; for  though  moft 
of  thofe  who  were  feized  continued  long  in  a languifhing 
condition,  yet,  in  general,  they  at  laft  recovered.  About 
the  fummer  folftice  it  became  more  malignant,  and 
raged  not  only  in  the  country  where  it  firfl;  appeared, 
but  alfo  in  the  city  of  London  and  its  environs,  whilft 
the  diftant  counties,  being  out  of  the  fphere  of  con- 
tagion, remained  free  from  the  difeafe.  It  became  at 
laft  fo  extremely  malignant,  that  when  it  broke  out  in 
any  houfe,  the  whole  family  were  foon  aftetfted,  fo 
that  there  was  not  a fufficient  number  left  to  take  care  of 
the  fick ; and  when  ftrangers  were  prevailed  on,  or  nurfes 
hired  to  undertake  the  charge,  they  quickly  fhared  the 
fame  fate  : till  at  length  thofe  in  health,  afraid  of  the 
contagion,  fhunned  the  fick  as  they  would  the  plague; 

This  fever  was  exceedingly  mortal ; not  only  va- 
letudinarians, confumptive  and  old  people  died,  but 
alfo  many  children,  and  young  men  of  a ftrong  healthy 
conftitution.  In  fome  villages  all  the  old  men  were 
carried  oft'  by  this  diftemper,  and  none  remained  to  re- 
cord the  antient  traditions  by  which  the  cuftoms  andJ 
privileges  of  the  parifli  were  maintained.* 


1 5 3 A Review  of  the  Hiflory  of  Fever 

At  its  firfc  appearance,  this  fickncfs  refembled  a 
putrid  continual  fever,  but  was  rather  more  tedious  ; 
for  when  it  feenied  to  have  been  terminated  by  a fweat, 
or  diarrhcea,  the  patient  boon  reiapfed,  and  was  affedted 
fometimes  with  a delirium,  but  oftener  with  a comatofe 
difpolition,  and  great  weaknefs,  and  fometimes  with  con- 
vuliive  motions.  About  midfummer  the  fever  appeared 
plainly  to  be  peftilential  and  malignant,  for  it  was  not  only 
mortal  and  infedlious,  but  alfo  attended  v/ith  eruptions, 
which  were  fmall  and  red,  or  broad  and  livid.  Buboes 
were  alfo  obferved,  as  in  the  plague.  Some  died  unex- 
pectedly, without  any  violent  fymptoms  j others  were 
carried  off  by  di-eadful  convullions. 

Dr.  Willis  attributes  this  fever  to  the  extraordinary 
nioifture  of  the  feafon ; obferving,  that  it  is  a difeafe 
almoft  peculiar  to  this  country,  and  was,  at  that  time, 
rendered  more  malignant  by  the  filth  and  naftinefs  of 
the  camp.  He  concludes  the  account  of  it  with  the 
hiflory  of  five  patients,  who  had  catched  the  infeClion 
from  each  other.  Two  of  them  died,  while  moft  of 
the  fervants,  and  fome  ftrangers  who  were  brought  to 
their  affiftance,  were  alfo  feized  with  the  fever,  and 
efcaped  with  difficulty*. 

The 

^ Willis  de  Febribus,  Op.  tom.  i.  p.  i68.  Genev^e^  i68o. 

Though  Dr.  Willis  had  fuppofed  the  fever,  of  which  he  treats,  peculiar 
to  his  own  country,  yet  he  was  flruck  with  the  refemblance  which  it  bore 
to  that  defcribed  by  Diemerhroeck. 
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The  candid  and  induftrious  Dr.  Sydenham  hath  alfo 
recorded  the  appearances  of  fevers,  as  he  had  obferve4 
them  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years  extenflve  practice. 
Though  he  divides  them  into  different  conftitutions, 
yet  excepting  thofe  which  are  accompanied  with  topical 
inflammation,  they  may  all  be  reduced  to  one  clafs.  In 
defcribing  the  epidemic  conflitutions  of  the  years  1661, 
1662,  1663,  1664,  he  informs  us,  that  autumnal 

intermittent  fevers,  which  had  prevailed  for  fome 
years,  and  efpecially  tertians  of  a bad  kind,  returned, 
with  violence  about  the  beginning  of  Jtdy^  and 
becoming  every  day  more  frequent,  raged  exceedingly 
in  the  month  of  Augujl.  In  many  places  whole  fa- 
milies were  attacked,  and  the  difeafe  was  extremely 
mortal.  This  tertian  fever  differed  from  that  of  other 
years  only  in  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms.  The 
paroxyfms  were  moi'e  fevere,  and  the  remiffions  lefs 
diflindl.  The  fits  .were  oftener  doubled,  and  the  fever 
was  more  fatal.  When  it  was  continual,  it  feized  the 
patient  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  intermittent,  and 
differed  from  it  only  in  the  abfence  of  the  remiffions. 
He  refers,  for  the  cure,  to  the  method  which  he  had 

for- 

Rcfcrt  Diernerbrochlus,  ab  hujufmodi  febre  caflrenii,  Neomagis  in  aeftate 
excitatam,  poftea  aliam  malignam  et  peftilentialein,  ac  dein  pefteni  ipfanii 
accreviffe.  Etiam  febrem  hanc  noftram,  ultimo  ipfius  peft.is  fuilTe 
turn  magna  vi  contagii,  turn  funerum  frequentia. 

, IViUis,  opera,  iibi.  fupran.. 
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formerly  propofed,  when,  as  he  informs  us,  he  did  not 
know  that  there  exifted  in  nature  more  than  one  fpe- 
cies  of  fever. 

But  the  received  dodtrines,  it  would  feem,  concern- 
ing the  divilions  of  fevers  had  at  length  prevailed 
over  this  opinion,  which  he  had  formed  from  obferva- 
tion ; for  in  the  hiftory  of  epidemics,  with  which 
he  introduces  the  fame  conftitution,  where  he  fo 
flrongly  aflerts  the  hmilarity  of  fevers,  he  alfo 
obferves,  that  nothing,  in  nature,  is  more  wonder- 
ful than  the  various  appearances  of  epidemic  dif- 
cafes.  It  is  not  certain,  he  fays,  whether  they  would 
be  found,  upon  a careful  inquiry,  regularly  to  fucceed 
each  other,  or  to  rife  indifcriminately,  without  pre- 
ferving  any  regular  fucceillon.  When  one  con- 
ftitution elapfed,  and  another  took  place,  he  was 
always  doubtful  how  to  proceed,  and  often  in  danger 
of  lohng  one  or  two  of  the  firft  who  fell  under 
his  care,  till  he  inveftigated  more  particularly  the 
genius  of  the  difeafe,  and  found  out  a proper  method  of 
cure*.  He  does  not,  indeed,  appear  to  have  come  to 

any 

* Notwithftanding  this  (Irong  aflertion  of  the  diverfity  of  epidemic 
difeafes,  yet  it  feems  to  have  had  little  influence  on  Sydenhamh  pradice, 
fmce  it  is  evident,  from  the  whole  of  his  writings,  that  his  method 
of  cure  is  fimilar  in  all  the  conflitutions  which  he  defcribes.  The  only 
difference  is,  that  in  his  later  writings  he  fpeaks  with  more  certainty  and 
conffdence  of  the  effedt  of  the  bark,  and  prefcribes  it  more  liberally. 
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any  decifioii  in  this  point,  but  recommends  an  attentive 
obfervation  of  difeafes  for  a feries  of  years,  as  the  only 
proper  method  to  reduce  it  to  certainty,  and  fets  the 
example,  by  faithfully  relating  the  hiftory  of  difeafes 
which  had  fallen  under  his  own  infpeedion.  If,  fays 
he,  vve  indulge  in  fpeculations^  founded  on  miftaken 
notions  concernins;  the  alteration  and  corruntion  of  the 

O i 

humours,  as  many  fpecies  of  difeafes  may  be  contrived 
as  it  is  pohlble  for  lancy  to  invent.  But  this  is  not 
following  nature  ; it  is  giving  an  unbounded  licence  to 
conjedlure  ; it  is  arrogating  to  ourlelves  a licence  vvhich 
we  do  not  even  allow  to  the  botaniifs  ; from  whom 
(though  in  a matter  of  much  lefs  importance)  in  de- 
feribing  the  hiftory  of  plants,  we  require  the  teftimony 
ot  our  fenfes,  and  deny  our  affent  to  the  comments  of 
opinion. 

But  whenever  he  fpeaks  from  experience,  rather  than 
the  authority  of  others,  he  ftill  maintains  the  fimilarity 
of  difeafes.  In  treating  of  the  plague,  from  which  he 
had  fled,  he  tells  us,  that  he  obferved,  with  great  fur- 
prize,  upon  his  return,  that  it  greatly  refembled  a fever 
which  he  had  formerly  fuccefsfully  treated.  He  alfo 
remarks,  that  when  an  intermittent  afiumes  the  type  of 
a continual,  it  fhould  ftill  be  referred  to  the  fame  dais, 
and  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  obferving,  as  almoft 

Y all 


1 6 2 A Review  of  the  Hifiory  of  ReverSy 

all  authors  who  copy  nature  have  done,  that  the  re- 
miffions  are  often  lofi;  in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 

But  wiiatever  Sydenham  may  have  determined  con- 
cerning the  divilion  of  fevers,  his  hifiory  of  them  is 
faithful.  The  fymptoms  which  he  relates,  as  peculiar 
to  the  firfl  conftitution,  befides  thofe  common  to  all 
feverS;  are,  that  the  patient  was  firfl  affedled  with 
vomiting  and  faintnefs,  a fudden  and  exceffive  weak- 
nefs,  a dry  black  tongue,  and  a heat  in  the  external 
parts.  The  urine  was  crude,  and  fometimes  thin,  but 
always  unconcocled.  In  the  decline  of  the  fever  a 
diarrhoea  happened,  if  care  was  not  taken  to  prevent 
it,  and  the  difeafe  became  tedious ; but  in  general 
it  terminated  about  the  14th  or  2ifl:  day  by  a mild 
diaphorefis  *. 

All  intermittents  begin  with  rigor  and  fhuddering, 
which  is  followed  by  a hot  fit  and  Tweating.  The 
patient  generally  vomits  during  the  paroxyfm,  and  is 
extremely  fick  ; his  tongue  is  dry,  and  he  is  diflrefied 
with  third:.  All  thefe  fymptoms  abate,  as  the  feverilh 
paroxyfm  recedes,  and  he  is  perfeflly  eafy  till  another 
paroxyfm  returns  at  the  ufual  period  ; but  the  fits  are 

often 


^ Sydcnhami  opcraj  p- 57?  58,  Leipfii  1695. 
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often  doubled,  and  then  the  difeafe  takes  its  name  from 
the  type  which  it  firft  afl'umed*. 

The  plague,  or  peftilential  fever,  feizes  the  patient 
with  rigor  and  fhuddering,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
intermittent.  The  patient  is  foon  after  diftreffed  with 
enormous  vomiting,  a pain  about  the  heart,  and  an^ 
ardent  fever,  accompanied  with  its  ufual  fymptoms, 
which  continue  till  he  either  dies,  or  is  relieved  by  a 
critical  fuppuration  in  the  inguinal,  or  parotid  glands. 
Sometimes  the  difeafe  appears  with  petechise,  and  the 
patient  dies  unexpectedly,  Avhile  he  is  going  about  his 
ordinary  affairs.  It  happens  alfo,  fometimes,  that  tu- 
mours appear  without  any  previous  fymptom,  though 
it  is  probable  they  are  always  preceded  by  fhuddering. 
In  this  laft  cafe  the  difeafe  is  fo  mild,  that  it  is  unne- 
ceffary  either  to  prefcribe  medicines,  or  any  particular 
re^men  "f. 

In  the  continual  fever  of  the  years  1673,  1674,  and 
“1675,  befldes  the  fymptoms  common  to  all  fevers,  the 
lick  were  generally  diftreffed  with  head-ach,  pain  in 
the  back,  joints,  and  over  the  whole  body.  In  the  firfl 
days  they  were  hot  and  cold  by  turns,  and  had  a pro- 
penfity  to  fweating.  When  no  other  fymptoms  ap- 

Y 2 peared, 

41.*  '' 

* Sydenhami  opera,  p.  96, 
t Ibid.  p.  132,  133. 
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peared,  and  the  patient  was  fkil fully  treated,  he  reco- 
vered on  the  14th  or  2 1 ft  day.  But  others  were  coma- 
tofe  or  delirious,  and  did  not  begin  to  recover  fooner 
than  the  28th  or  30th,  and  continued  long  weak*. 

The  fymptoms  obferved,  in  the  Schedula  Mo7tkoria 
de  Nova;  Fehris  ingrejfu,  were  thefe : the  ftek  were 
attacked  with  hot  and  cold  fits,  the  head  and  limbs  were 
often  much  pained,,  the  pulfe  refembled  that  of  a perfon 
in  health,  the  blood  was  fometimes  like  that  in  a pleu- 
rify,  the  patient  was  frequently  diftrefied  with  a 
cough.  A pain  in  the  neck  or  jaws  fometimes.  ufhered 
in  the  difeafe.  Although  the  fever  was  continual,  yet 
there  were  troublefome  exacerbations  in  the  night,  as  in, 
a double  tertian  or  quotidian.  The  patient  was  con- 
ftantlv  confined  to  bed,  which  rendered  the  difeafe  more 
dangerous  \ for  it  was  by  that  means  turned  on  the, 
brain,  and  a coma  or  defirium  enfued.  But,  in  fail,, 
k is  fo  generally  accompanied  with  that  lymptom,  that 
it  often  appears  without  any  obvious  caufe.  ' From  an 
unfeafonable  ufe  of  cordials,  and  a hot  regimen,  petechiie 
often  appeared  ; and  in  young  people,  or  thofe  of  a 
hot  temperament,  purple  fpots  and  miliary  eruptions,, 
as  they  are  called,  were  aifo  fometimes  fpread  over  the 
whole  body  : however,  tliefe  do,  not  happen,  in  the, 

natural; 

\ 

■>s,  M. 

SYdenhami  opera,  p.  277,  278., 
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natural  eourfe  of  the  fever,  but  are  rather  induced 
by  the  heat  of  the  bed  and  cordials.  When  a tem- 
perate regimen  is  purfued,  the  tongue  is  moill  and 
white  ; but  when  the  diet  and  medicines  are  heating, 
the  tongue  is  dry  and  brown.  The  fame  may  be  ob- 
ferved  as  to  fweating.  If  the  fweating  method  is  fol- 
lowed, a vifcid  fweat  breaks  out,  efpecially  about  the. 
head  ; but  although  it  is  copious,  it  does  not  afford  any 
relief,^  which  fhews  it  to-be  fymptomatical,  not  critical. 
When  a fweat  is  forced  in  the  beginning,  the  morbific 
matter  is  depofited  in  the  head  or  joints ; and  when 
the  head  is  affected,  no  other  figns  of  a fever  remain,, 
excepting  that  the  pulfe  is  fludtuating..  When  from 
prepofterous  management  the  fpirits  are  exceedingly 
fluttered,,  the  pulfe  becomes  irregular,  and  the  patient 
is  thrown  into  convulflve  motions^,  which,  are  quickly 
terminated  by  death  *. 

The  ingenuous  Sydenham  candidly  confeffeth,,  that  he 
had  at  firfl;  miflaken  this  difeafe  for  the  peripneumonia 
7iotha ; but  after  having  further  opportunities  of  in-, 
veftigation,,.  he  refers  it  to  a^  new  conflitution  f.. 

Dr,  Morto?t  interfperfes,  liis  hiftory  of  fevers  with  a- 

theory,  which  is  now  exploded,  concerning  the  expan^- 

fiom 

SydenHami  opera,  p.  ^'505  6520 
f Ibid.,,  p.  649.. 
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of  the  animal  fpirits,  exalted  by  a poifonous  fer- 
ment; but  his  defcriptions  are  neverthelefs  juft  and 
accurate.  1l  he  fymptoms  which  introduce  intermitting 
feveis,  as  well  fimple  as  duplicated,  are,  according  to 
this  judicious  writer,  cold  and  fhuddering,  fucceeded 
by  heat  and  fweating,  and  accompanied  with  univerfal 
iicknefs,  naufea,  vomiting,  and  a pain  in  the  loins 

The  fick  are  diftrefled  with  thirft,  univerfal  laftltude, 
and  lometimes  dreadful  Ipafmodic  pains,  which  either 
fhift  as  in  the  rheumatifm,  or,  being  fixed  in  the 
membranous  parts,  refemble  the  pleurify,  cholic,  or 
cholera  morbus,  and  are  fometimes  accompanied  with 
violent  vomiting  or  purging,  watchfulnefs,  and  deli- 
rium. Thefe  troubleiome  lymptoms  generally  continue 
ieven,  ten,  twelve,  or  twenty-four  hours,  and  are  always 
more  violent  about  the  termination  of  the  paroxyfm. 
Sometimes  this  fever  continues  for  three  days  without 
any  remiflion,  afluming,  for  that  time,  the  type  of  a 
continual;  but  although  the  feverifh  paroxyfin  is  acute, 
yet  the  difeafe  itfelf,  in  whatever  type  it  may  appear, 
is  more  or  lefs  chronic 

The 

^ Mortoni  opera  de  Morbis  Aciitis,  cap.  iii.  p.  28. 

f Sitis  adefl  lafiitudo  iilcerofa  nniverfos  fere  mufculos,  ac  totum  genus 
nbroliim  torquet. — Non  raro  oriuntur  dolores  fpafmodici  horrendi,  Hque, 
iuic  illuc  verfatiles,  more  rheumaticorum,  vel  in  membranis  compage 

flrldiore 
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The  2vi/gy«,  though  it  is  a continual  fever, 
is  yet  accompanied  with  manifeft  periodical  jemif- 
Hons  and  exacerbations.  It  is  either  limple  and 
pure,  or  fpurious  and  mixed,  and  attended  with  violent 
lymptoms.  The  abfence  of  diftindt  intermiffions,. 
and  of  the  regular  fuccelTion  of  heat  and  cold,  after  the 
firfl:  paroxyfm,  diftinguifli  it  plainly  from  an  inter- 
mittent. 

In  an  appendix  concerning  the  continual  fever.  Dr. 
Morton  informs  us,  that  this  difeafe  is  almoft  perpetually 
endemic  in  marfhy  places  and  on  the  fea-coall  ^ but 
in  camps,  where  the  body  is  conftantly  expofed  to  the 
external  injuries  of  the  weather,  it  is,  at  ftated  periods, 
epidemic,  and  elpecially  in  the  autumnal  feafon  : nor 
is  it  totally  banifhed  in  a peftilential  conftitution. 


In 

ilridiore  donatis  fixi,  pie utiti comm,  colicorum,  Src.  ^muli,  vina  cum  copiofis 

vomitionibus  aut  fluxibus  alvi. Idem  vigiliis  dilirio  et  multorumi 

aliorum  fymptomatum  fatellitio  flipatus  eft.  Morton,  operas  exercitatio 
pritna  de  fehre  intermit tentOy.  cap.  iii.  p.  30. 

Hasc  molefta  fymptomata  ad  feptem,  decern,  duodecem,  aliquando  vi- 
ginti  quatuor  boras  durare  Iblent,  et  circa  finem  paroxyfmi  vehementiora? 
beri.  Primum  infultum  hujus  febris,  praefertim,  ubi  parvailis  ea  corripi,^ 
contigerit,  per  triduum  vel  quatridunm  protenfum,  typum  febris  continue,, 
pro  tempore  induifte,  non  raro  me  obfervafle  memini.  Id,  ibid, 

Quanquam  febrilis  paroxyrmus  aciitus  fit,  morbus  tamen  ipfe  quicunque 
fueritejus  typus,  eft  fere  femper  plus  minus  Chronicus.  Ibid,  p.  3^,.. 
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In  the  year  1658  a continual  fever  prevailed  all  over 
Fngiand.  In  'the  month  of  September ^ when  it  raged 
with  great  violence,  Oliver  Cromwell  the  Protestor,  and 
Dr.  MortQ7i%  father,  were  feized  with  it.  In  both  it 
was  accompanied  with  remiffions  in  the  beginning,  but 
becoming  continual,  was  at  length  attended  with  de- 
lirium, fpafms,  and  other  marks  of  malignity,  and 
proved  fatal.  Dr.  Mortons  mother,  his  brothers,  lifters, 
the  fervants,  nurfes,  every  perfon  in  the  houfe,  and 
almoft  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  .vil- 
lages, were  alfo  affedled  ; and  he  himfelf,  having  nar- 
rowly efcaped  death  on  the  firft  attack,  languifhed 
under  it  for  three  months,  when  it  terminated  in  an 
intermittent,  which  aflumed  the  type  of  a tertian, 
but  fometimes  appeared  in  form  of  a quotidian. 
In  the  autumnal  months,  almoft  the  whole  illand 
refembled  an  hofpital,  and  there  was  fcarcely  a fuffi- 
cient  number,  free  from  the  fever,  to  adminifter  to  the 
neceftlties  of  thofe  who  were  lick.  Many  were  carried 
oft',  on  the  feventeenth  or  twenty-firft  day,  by  a ma- 
lignant continual  fever,  attended  with  fpafms  and  de- 
lirium, into  which  it  often  degenerated  ; while  others, 
being  fnddenly  wafted  by  a diarrhoea  and  vomiting,  or 
by  pains  refembling  thofe  of  the  cholic,  pleurily,  or 
peripneumony,  died  on  the  feventh,  ninth,  or  eleventh 
day.  Moreover  thofe  who  efcaped  with  life  continued 
ftckly  during  the  enfuing  winter.  Nor  did  the  difeaPe 

entirely 
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entirely  difappear  even  in  the  feverefl:  frofts,  for  fome 
inftances  of  it  were  to  be  found  throughout  the  whole 
year  ; and  in  the  month  of  Auguf  it  again  became 
univerfally  prevalent,  and  continued  epidemic  till  the 
year  1 664,  and  many  died,  notwithftanding  the  rational 
and  excruciating  method  of  cure  which  was  then  ap- 
plied : for  the  common  herd  of  phylicians  were  at  that 
time  ignorant  of  the  fovereign  efficacy  of  the  Peruvian 
bark  *. 

Great  innovations  were  foon  after  made  in  the 
theory  of  phyhc.  BorelluSf  an  acute  and  induftrious 
mathematician,  publiffied  a treatife,  at  Rome^  in  the 
year  1676,  in  which  all  the  operations  of  the  animal 
ceconomy  were  referred  to  mechanical  principles.  He 
afterward  publiffied  another  work,  De  vi  percujjionis.^ 
in  which  he  endeavoured  to  explain  and  enforce  the 
dodlrine  of  animal  motion.  This  plan  was  readily 
adopted  by  thofe  who  were  diffatisfied  with  other 
theories,  and  addidled  to  mathematical  learning  -f-.  All 

the 

^ Hiftoria  Febris  2uvs;^sos- Compendiaria  ab  anno  1658  ad  annum  1691, 

Exercitationis  fecunda  Appendix.^  p.  158,  159. 

f Pitcairn^  another  celebrated  mechanical  phyfician,  writes  thus  to  BeE 
Uni  concerning  the  mechanical  theory : 

Saepius,  et  Temper  fumma  cum  voluptate  perlegi  opiis  tuum,  eoque 
perledlo  non  dubitavi  alTerere,  te  unum  ex  omnibus  medicis  fapere. — Quam- 

Z vis 
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the  operations  of  the  animal  machine  were  now  ex- 
plained by  the  laws  of  hydraulics,  without  conlidering, 
that  axioms  which  were  extremely  juft  when  applied  to 
inflexible  pipes,  could  never  hold  when  transferred  to 
flexible  canals,  which  are  in  perpetual  motion,  and  con- 
ftantly  changing  the  extent  of  their  diameters. 


On  this  plan,  however,  a new  fecft  w^as  added  to  thofe 
numerous  ones,  which  already  fubflfted,  and  difeafes 
were  now  explained  according  to  the  dodlrine  of  the 
mechanical  theory. 


Bellini.^  an  Italian  phyflcian,  wrote  a treatife  of  fe- 
vers, wherein  all  their  appearances  are  accounted  for 
upon  thefe  principles,  and  the  cure  is  propofed  as  a 
mathematical  problem.  All  this  is  gravely  demon- 
ftrated  by  a feries  of  propofltions ; and  whoever  denies 
his  aflent  to  a proof  fo  well  fupported,  muft,  in  the 

opinion 


vis-  non  fuifiem  niiper  admotvis  medicine  hie  docend  luninio  tamcn 
dagrafTem  defiderio  alia  tua  infpiciendi  feripta,  in  quibus  mihi  fpondeo 
niethodi  geometrarum,  a te  rebus  medicis  applicat^e  utiliffimam  amceni- 
tarem.  Nunc  quum  ipfe  medicinam  docere  coeperim;  neque  tamen  abfque 
tuis  feriptis,  votis  meis,  et  aliorum  refpondere  poiTe  videar. — Nifi  fpes  magna 
affiilgcret  talia  a te  Icripta  brevi  proditura,  ipfe  me  quamtumvis  imparem, 
ad  lucem  aliquam  orcho  medico  inferendam,  accingerem  ^ tsdet  quippa 
nugarum,  quibus  medici.na  noftra  tranfalpina  fcatet.  At  dum  opus  tuum 
afpicio-,  effati  illius  falomonis  recorder  ilico.  §uod'  ijie  preftahit  qui 
poji  regem  quicquam  molitur. 


Vid.  Pi  learn,  Epijlolam  ad  Beilin,  in  pr^efatlone  ad  lihrum  de  motu  cordis^. 
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opinion  of  the  mechanical  phylicians,  incur  the  cenfure 
of  ignorance. 

This  fyftem  prevailed,  not  only  amongft  the  Italians,^ 
where  it  took  its  rife,  but  was  alfo  readily  received  in 
other  countries.  In  Etigland  it  was  adopted  by  Lowery 
Kelly  and  Friend ; and  men  of  fuch  genius  could  not 
fail  to  render  it  refpedlable.  Dr.  Langrijh  undertook, 
from  that  theory,  to  reform  the  pradtice,  and  publifhed 
a new  elTay  on  fevers  ; in  which  we  are  told  that  no 
progrefs  is  to  be  made  in  phyfic,  unlefs  it  is  cultivated 
on  the  principles  of  mechanics  *. 

But  this  new  theory  ferved  only  to  increafe  the  nu- 
merous diflentions  which  already  prevailed  in  the  fchools 
of  phyiic.  The  partifans  of  all  the  different  fedls  faw, 
evidently,  the  weaknefs  and  abfurdity  of  thofe  who 
differed  from  themfelves;  but  each  believed  their  own 
lyflem  perledl  and  iri'eprehenfble.  Hence  arofe  in- 
numerable difputes,  and  the  controverfy  was  maintained, 
on  all  iides,  not  only  with  obftinacy,  but  with  viru- 
lence and  animofty. 

Z 2 Various 

^ Our  bodies,  being  formed  by  the  flri^iefl  laws  of  geometry,  and  the 
fluids  moving  by  hydraulic  and  hydroftatical  laws,  it  is  amazing,  that  men 
fhould  think  of  any  other  than  the  mechanical  method  of  explaining  the 
animal  oeconomy,  caufes  of  difeafes,  reafons  of  cure,  and  operations  of 
medicines. 

Lengrijh  on  Fevers^  in  the  preface,  p.  30  to  3 :^, 
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Various  devices  were  employed  to  reconcile  thefe 
jarring  fyflems.  Succeeding  writers  endeavoured,  by 
laying  afi.de  the  enthufiafin  and  fanaticifin  in  which 
fome  of  them  were  involved,  and  adapting  them  to  the 
prevailing  philofophy,  to  render  them  more  agreeable  to 
the  humour  of  the  times. 

George  Frnhefl  Stahl,  a phyfician  of  eminence  and 
abilities  at  Berlin,  publilhed,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
1 8th  century,  his  Opufculum  Chemicum  Phyfco-Medi- 
mm  ; in  which  he  rejedls  the  mechanical  dodtrine,  and 
attempts  to  revive  and  reform  that  of  Van  Helmont. 
But  his  theory  is  founded  on  metaphyfical  arguments, 
and  not  on  medical  fadts. 

The  fame  opinions  were  adopted  by  Hoffman,  with 
fome  variations  and  improvements.  But  both  were 
quickly  eclipfed  by  the  fuperior  fplendor  of  the  great 
Boerhaave. 

This  illuflrious  profeflbr  was  devoted  to  the  church, 
but  at  the  fame  time  applied  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of 
phyfic.  V/hen  he  was  25  years  of  age  he  took  a 
degree  in  medicine,  at  the  univerfity  of  Harderwick,  in 
Gelderland,  and  intended  to  have  entered  immediately 
on  the  minifterial  fundlion  ; but  being  unjuftly  accufed 
of  favouring  the  hereby  of  Spinofa,  he  determined  to 
4 relinquifh 
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relinquifh  a profeffion,  where  an  infuperable  bar  was 
laid  againfl;  his  promotion,  and  applied  himfelf  iolely 
to  the  cultivation  of  phyiic,  in  which  he  hoped  to  be 
lefs  obnoxious  to  unreafonable  caprice.  Being  per- 
fedly  well  inftrudled  in  the  languages,  natural  philo- 
fophy,  and  mathematics,  and  thoroughly  verfant  in 
the  antient  and  modern  opinions,  he  now  joined  pradice 
to  his  reading ; and  being  endowed  with  a methodical 
and  comprehenhve  genius,  he  made  fuch  progrefs  as 
might  be  expedted  from  indefatigable  induflry,  joined 
to  the  moft  penetrating  judgment  and  fagacity. 

He  foon  difcovered  the  abfurdity  of  all  the  former 
lyftems  *,  and  endeavoured,  on  the  bahs  of  experiment 
and  obfervation,  to  form  a lefs  inconliftent  theory  than 
any  of  thofe  which  had  yet  appeared.  But  as  he  was 
now  too  far  advanced  in  life  to  colledl  a fufficient  num- 
ber of  fadts  from  his  own  experience,  he  availed  him- 
felf of  the  obfervations  which  others  had  recorded. 

In 


I.  Antiquiffimam  artem  fola  colledione  fideli  obfervatorum  Gonftidfle^ 
2.  Dein  vero  cogitaturn  fuiile  de  caufis  expcrimentorum  per  difpiita- 
tionem  rationis  indagandis.  3.  Priorem  partenij  evidentia,  ufu,  neceffitatc^, 
femper  eandem,  nec  fallaceni ; pofteriorcm  dubiarn,  mutabilem,  ac 
euilibet  fere  fed^  divcrfam,  evafiffe* 


Infiitui tones  Medic fed., 
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In  the  execution  of  tliis  work,  his  dircernnient  ren- 
dered him  proof  againft  deception,  and  enabled  him  to 
diflinguifh  a htithlul  reprefentation  of  natural  appear- 
ances from  the  whimlicai  conceits  of  a vitiated  imagina- 
tion. Fie  chiefly  admired  Hippocrates  and  Sydenham^ 
and  declared,  that  excepting  thefe,  andfome  others  of  the 
Greek  and  Roman  writers,  there  were  very  fevr  medical 
books  from  which  any  ufeful  knowledge  could  be 
obtained  j for  after  phyiic  had  been  corrupted  by  Galen^ 
comment  and  opinion  fupplied  the  place  of  experiment 
and  obfervation  ; and  whoever  confults  the  fucceeding 
writers,  will  either  be  fatigued  with  a tirefome  repetition 
of  former  opinions,  or  offended  with  barbarity,  or  an 
impertinent  oftentation  of  the  knowledge  of  languages, 
antiquities,  hieroglyphics,  and  fables*. 

What  might  not  have  been  expected  ixom  BoetFaave\ 
penetration  and  difcernment,  had  he  been  early  initiated 
in  the  practice  of  phyfc  ? He  would  then  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  ftudying  nature ; and  as  he  well 
knew  how  to  judge  of  the  obfervations  of  others,  his 
own  would,  undoubtedly,  have  been  condudled  with 
that  fimplicity,  wifdom,  and  fagacity,  which  in  others 
he  fo  readily  difcerned,  and  fo  greatly  admired. 


f Oratio  de  commendando  ftudio  Hippocratico. 


But, 


■F 
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But,  confcious  of  a ftridl  application  to  the  duties 
of  his  profeffion,  he  defpifed  the  meaner  arts  of  intrigue 
and  folicitation,  and  his  advancement  was  therefore  flow; 
while  others  fucceeded  more  rapidly  in  buhnefs,  who  had 
ftudied  more  to  improve  the  art  to  their  own  emolu- 
ment, than  to  enrich  it  by  their  obfervations 

But  fuch  fuperior  excellence  could  not  be  long  con- 
cealed ; though  his  practice  was  confined,  his  reputa- 
tion was  extenfive  ; and  his  merit  at  length  advanced 
him  to  the  office  of  leAurer  on  the  inflitutes  of  phyfic. 
To  this  flation  he  was  called  in  the  year  1701,  the 
thirty-third  of  his  age,  and  the  feventh  of  his  applica- 
tion to  pradlice  -f . 

In  this  department  he  gained  fo  much  applaufe,  that 
in  a few  years  he  was  appointed  to  teach  all  the  other 
branches  of  medicine,  excepting  anatomy.  Such 
extenfive  employment,  in  reforming  the  various  abufes 
in  the  feveral  parts  of  the  medical  art,  and  in  teaching 
it  to  his  pupils,  rendered  it  impofiible  to  give  that 
attention  which  is  ncceffiiry  to  clinical  pradtice  ; and 
it  was  not  long  before  he  gradually  declined  vihting  pa- 
tients, though  he  was  fcill  confulted  in  chronic  difeafes, 
from  the  moft  diftant  quarters  of  the  globe  f;. 

But 

^ I/ife  of  Boeihaave,  p.  zi,  22.  London.  1746',. 

Ibid,  p,  23^ 

J Ibid.  p.  54. 
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But  under  all  the  difadvantages  which  might  arife 
from  a late  application  to  the  pradlical  part  of  his  pro-  ■ 
fefllon,  and  a variety  of  avocations  which  interrupted 
him  in  the  profecution  of  it,  and  at  length  obliged  him 
gradually  to  decline  practice,  Boerhaave  formed  a fyftem 
of  phyhc,  the  moll  beautiful  and  plauhble  that  hath  yet 
been,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be,  invented. 

The  method  in  which  the  work  is  conduced  is  plain, 
the  connedtion  clear,  and  the  dedudtions  limple  and  ' 
natural.  Had  the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded 
been  colledled  from  his  own  obfervation,  it  would  Hill 
have  been  more  perfedl  ; as  it  now  Hands,  it  affords  a 
ffriking  proof  of  the  impollibility  of  founding  the  pradtice 
of  phylic  on  arguments  a priori,  and  will,  it  may  be 
hoped,  deter  all  his  fucceffors  from  fuch  attempts ; for 
who  fliould  expedl  to  fucceed,  where  the  ability  and 
induftry  of  a Boerhaave  have  failed 

His  theory  of  fevers  is  extremely  well  adapted  to 
the  purpofes  of  a profeffor,  but  perhaps  not  equally 
fuitable  for  the  inflrudlion  of  a pradlical  phylician. 
The  former  reckons  it  neceffary  to  account,  in  a plau- 
fible  and  agreeable  manner,  for  the  origin  and  appear- 
ances of  difeafes ; but  the  bulinefs  of  the  latter  is  to 
cure  them,  and  if  he  difcovers,  by  obfervation  and  ex- 
periment,  a certain  and  efficacious  method  of  eure,  he 


IS 
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is  little  folicitous  about  explaining  their  caufes,  or  ac- 
counting: for  the  operation  of  remedies. 

O 1 

Boerhaave  fuppofes  all  fevers  to  arife  from  an  obftruc- 
tion  in  the  capillary  veffels,  and  an  inordinate  motion 
of  the  nervous  fluid ; from  whence,  he  alledges,  all 
their  phaenomena  may  be  eaflly  explained  Befldes 
the  general  obfervations  which  he  delivers  concerning 
this  difeafe,  he  defcribes  the  febris  continua^  continens 
putrida^  ardensy  and  ^the  febris  intermittens  ; but  all 
thefe,  according  to  his  own  account,  difler  only  in  vio- 
lence. The  firfl:  is  confldered  as  the  loweft  degree  of 
inflammation,  and  occafloned  by  fome  irregularity  in 
diet.  When  it  is  accompanied  with  a greater  degree 
of  inflammation  in  the  blood,  it  produces  obftrudtions 
in  the  capillary  velTels ; and  when  attended  with  any 
particular  acrimony  in  the  juices,  the  fever  is  of  the 
putrid  clafs  -f-.  The  febris  ardesss  is  defined  a continual 
remittent,  and  is  frequently  nothing  elfe  than  a dupli- 
cation of  the  paroxyfms  of  an  intermittent;  and  quo- 
tidians and  tertians  are  often  converted  into  a dangerous' 
ardent  fever :};. 

A a Such 

* Vid.  aphor.  Boerhaavii,  1 17,  578.  et  Van  Sweiten.  comment*  in  iocis. 

-f  Ibid,  aphor.  730.  et  Van  Sweitcn»  comment,  in  loco* 

J Ibid.  7485  752* 
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Such  is  the  hiftoiy  of  fevers  delivered  by  Boerhaavey 
and  fucceeding  writers  have  almofl  implicitly  adopted 
his  theory.  Moft  of  the  eminent  phyficians  in  Europe 
have  either  been  his  immediate  difciples,  or  ftudied- 
under  profeffors  who  were  his  fcholars,  and  copied 
him  even  to  a degree  of  fervility.  The  pradtice  hath, 
indeed,  upon  the  whole,  been  improved  by  this  change 
of  theory ; many  unneceffary  diftindions  being  abolifhed, 
and  greater  limplicity  eftablifhed.  But  the  dodrine 
of  obftrudion  and  inflammation  hath  been  too  far  ex- 
tended. The  theory  of  the  nerves,  though  it  is  not 
yet  determined  whether  they  are  folid  fibres  or  hollow 
tubes,  hath  been  almofl:  univerfally  adopted,  and  is  gene- 
rally employed  to  conceal  ignorance,  rather  than  to  invef- 
tigate  truth  ; and  inftead  of  corroding  and  improving 
th  is  favourite  theory  by  future  obfervations,  fads  have 
been  falflfied  or  mifreprefented  to  cover  or  defend  its. 
errors. 

But  the  moft  candid  and  judicious  phyficians  of  the 
prcfent  age,  warned  by  the  example  of  their  prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  medical  art 
can  only  be  improved  by  a careful  attention  to  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  difeafes,  and  the  efted  of  medicines, 
either  entirely  rejeding  theory,  or  confidering  it  as 
merely  conjcdural,  have  founded  their  pradice  folely 
cn  experience,  judging  the  knowledge  of  the  animal 

ceconomy 
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oeconomy  as  yet  too  imperfect  to  guide  them  to  the 
caufes  of  difeafes,  or  to  point  out,  a priori,  an  effec- 
tual  method  of  cure. 

However  fpecioudy  phyhologifts  may  reafon  concern- 
ing the  laxity,  mobility,  fenlibility,  and  irritability  of 
the  nervous  fyftem,  and  the  effedts  of  a ftimulus,  yet  it 
muft  be  acknowledged,  that  thefe  principles  have  never 
been  demonftrated,  and  are  therefore  affumed  with  as 
little  reafon,  and  to  as  bad  purpofe,  as  the  oecult  qua- 
lities of  the  antients,  the  prineiples  of  the  chemifts,  the 
influenee  oi  Archaus,  or  that  of  a fentient  principle. 

Neither  is  the  doctrine  of  feptics  and  antifeptics  mueh 

better  founded ; for  though  it  is  certain  that  the  human 

body  tends  to  putrefaction,  when  it  degenerates  from 

a found  flate,  yet  experiments  made  with  particular 

remedies,  on  animal  fubftances,  cannot  be  juflly  applied 

to  explain  the  efifedts  of  medieines  on  the  living  body. 

It  were  therefore  to  be  wiflied  that  phyficians  would 

not  afpire  at  greater  perfedtion  in  their  art  than  is  eon- 

hftent  with  the  limitations  by  which  they  are  confined  5 

but  laying  afide  myflical  hypothefes,  let  them  cultivate 

the  fcience  vrith  that  candor  and  fimplicity,  by  which 

alone  it  can  be  refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  impoftors, 

and  rendered  as  beneficial  to  mankind  as  it  hath  often 

proved  deftrudlivc. 

& 


A a 2 


To 
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To  trace  the  accounts'  of  fevers,  which  have  been 
publiilhed  by  the  numerous  cotemporary  writers,  would 
be  a tedious  and  unprofitable  labour  ; it  is  fufficient 
to  review  a few  of  thofe  which  are  moft  efteemed. 

About  the  year  1747  Dr.  Huxhams  Fffay  on  Fevers 
appeared,  in  which  the  dodtrine  of  Boerhaave  is  ffre- 
nuoufly  maintained.  This  learned  and  judicious  author 
had  the  advantage  of  a long  and  extenlive  pradlice,  and 
by  reliding  at  Plymouth  had,  in  time  of  war,  many  op- 
portunities of  obferving  the  appearances  of  fevers,  ex- 
alted, by  a variety  of  circumftances,  to  the  higheft 
degree  of  malignity. 

From  this  experience  he  was  convinced,  that  there 
were  fome  fymptoms  which  feemed  to  contradidt  the 
theory  of  obftrudfion  and  inflammation,  with  which  he 
fet  out ; and  he  exerted  his  utmoft  abilities  to  fupply 
the  defedls  of  a fyflem,  which  he  could  not  be  brought 
to  rejedi. 

Believing  obftrucfion,  ab  errore  loci,  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  fevers,  he  retains  that  dodlrine  ; and  in 
order  to  account  for  a variety  in  pradfice,  wdiich,  from 
the  firongeft  convidlion  he  was  obliged  to  adopt,  he 
had  recoiirfe  to  the  fuppofltion  of  an  acrimony  in  the 
humours,  and  a diflblved  or  putrid  flate  of  the  blood. 
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joined  to  lax  or  weak  fibres  ; and  from  the  difihrent 
combinations  of  thefe  principles,  the  flov/  nervous,  and 
putrid  malignant  fevers  were  fuppofed  to  proceed. 

But  whoever,  without  prejudice,  confiders  the  ac- 
counts which  he  gives  of  intermitting,  flow  nervous, 
and  putrid  malignant  fevers,  will  readily  perceive,  that 
they  ought  all  to  be  referred  to  the  fame  clafs,  and 
that  the  circumftances  on  which  thefe  diftindlions  are 
founded  are  only  accidental  differences,  arifing  fi'om  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient,  the  manner  of  treating  the 
difeafe,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  or  the  ftate  of  the 
atmofphere.  He  himfelf,  indeed,  feems  to  have  been 
fenfible  of  this  fimilarity,  for  after  having  treated  of  the 
difference  between  a flow  nervous,  and  a putrid  ma- 
lignant fever,  he  concludes  with  obferving,  that  the 
one  may  be,  and  often  is,  blended  with  the  other  * ; 
and  in  treating  of  putrid,  malignant,  and  peflilential 
fevers,  he  remarks,  that  they  attack  with  more  violence 
than  the  flow  nervous,  the  rigors  are  greater,  and,  in 
fine,  all  the  fymptoms  more  fevere  -f  : fo  that  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  they  differ  excepting  in  de- 
gree. In  treating  of  intermittent  fevers  he  alfo  ob- 
ferves,  that  fome  epidemic  agues  at  firfi:  put  on  the 
appearance  of  ardent  fevers,  and  then  break  into  quo- 
tidians 

* Huxham’s  Effay  on  Fevers,  p.  73.  London,  1750. 
f Ibid,,  p.  93.. 
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tidians  and  tertians  ; and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a 
quotidian  or  tertian  to  be  changed,  by  a hot  regimen, 
into  an  inflammatory  fever  : whence  he  concludes,  that 
the  conftitution  of  the  folids  and  fluids,  in  fome  kind 
of  agues,  feems  not  greatly  different  from  that  in  in- 
flammatory fevers  *. 

After  this  period  a new  fet  of  authors,  poffelTed  of 
particular  advantages,  communicated  their  obfervations 
on  fevers.  Thefe  are  the  gentlemen  employed  in  the 
army,  who,  having  a certain  number  of  men  continually 
under  their  care,  have  the  beft  opportuities  of  remarking 
the  proportion  of  the  flck  to  thofe  in  health,  and  the 
predominant  difeafes. 

Thefe  circumftances  could  not  be  fo  well  determined 
by  a phyfician  in  private  practice,  efpecially  in  large 
towns  ; for  as  it  would  be  impofllble  to  take  a general 
view  of  the  ftate  of  the  inhabitants,  he  can  only  judge 
of  the  reigning  difeafes  by  the  examples  which  his 
employment  affords  : and,  if  he  is  eminent,  he  will  be 
chiefly  confulted  by  thofe  of  high  rank,  who  are  leafl; 
obnoxious  to  popular  difeafes,  and  therefore  may  form 
a very  falfe  opinion  concerning  them. 

Many 


* Huxham’s  EfTay  on  Fevers,  p.  19,  -20.  London^  1750. 
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Many  of  thofe  employed  in  the  army  having,  on  the 
contrary,  had  little  opportunity  of  obferving  the  ap- 
pearanees  of  difeafes  in  private  practice,  have  fuppofed 
the  diforders,  whieh  fell  under  their  care,  to  be  pecu- 
culiar  to  a military  life,  or  the  particular  climates  where 
they  made  their  obfervatlons ; and  this  is  even  attended 
with  fome  advantage ; for  as  they  judge  their  patients 
in  a dilFerent  htuation  from  other  men,  they  are  lefs 
biaffed  by  eftablifhed  prejudices,  and  their  reprefenta- 
tion  of  difeafes  is  therefore  more  faithfully  copied  from 
nature. 

In  the  year  1750  Dr.  Francis  Home,  now  profeffor  of 
medicine  in  the  univerfity  of  Fdmburgh,  publifhed  an 
inaugural  differtation  on  the  remitting  fever. 

He  had  ferved  in  Flanders,  as  a regimental  furgeon, 
during  the  war,  and  defcribes  the  difeafe  as  it  appeared 
in  the  army,  but  efpecially  in  Cope\  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, to  which  he  belonged. 

He  confiders  it  in  two  different  views  ; the  firfl,  as 
it  appeared  from  1743  to  1748  ; and  the  fecond,  as  it 
was  obferved  in  1 748  : but  both  conftitutions  are 
evidently  the  fame.  Its  firfl  attack,  in  September,  1743, 
was  in  the  form  of  an  intermittent,  and  it  was  accom- 
panied with  pain  in  the  head,  bones  and  ligaments, 
5 naiifea 
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iiaufea  and  bilous  vomiting.  But  the  remiffion  was  its 
charaderiftic  iign  *. 

The 

Primus  hujus  morbi  infultus  inllar  intermittentis  erat.  Sefe  mani- 
fcftabat  primo  horripilatione  et  tremore  vago,  quern  ftatim,  fpatio  duarum 
vcl  trinm  horaruirip  excipiebat  calor  continuus,  fids  et  febris  ardens,  qus 
per  totam  nodheiii  durabat,  fed  fummo  mane  mittegabatur.  Milites 
decepti,  fefe  intermittente  correptos  dicebant  •,  fed  ftadii  febrilis  durationein 
mlrabantur.  Initium  morbi  comitabantur  htec  ufitata  fyrnptomata,  dolor 
capitis,  ofTium,  ligamentorum,  naufea,  vomitus  materi^e  biliofe : pulfus 
femper  fere  celer,  depreffus,  durus,  et  lingua  mollis,  humida,  alba.  4^ger 
infomnio  fatigatur,  diarrhoea  faspe  fupervenit,  eoque  citius,  quo  propius 
ad  finem  tendebat  conftitutio.  DiJJ'ertat.  Med.  Franc.  Ho?ne.^  p.  2.  Edin- 
hurgi,  1750. 

Sed  prsecipua  hujus  morbi  nota,  qua  ab  aliis  diftinguitur,  erat  remifiio 
febris  fymptomatumque ; h^ec  remiffio  quoad  tempus  valde  regularis  erat. 
Per  totum  diem  null^  erant  querimoni^,  pulfufque  hand  valde  citatus, 
fed,  nocle  adveniente,  regulariter,  fine  ulla  frigoris  fenfatione,  febris 
augetur,  et  fymptomata  adeo  acerba  deveniunt,  ut  fsepe  deliret  seger; 
quanquam  poftea  mane  pulfus  periculum  pr^tergreifum  non  indicabat. 
Sub  paroxyfmi  finem  aliquando  fudant,  aliquando  non.  Ibid.  p.  7. 

Aliud  quoque  fymptoma  huic  peculiare,  nempe  color  iflericus  in 
oculis,  per  totam  cutem ; immo  aliquando  verus  i6lerus.  Quando  fub 
finem  morbi  apparebat  hoc  fymptoma,  munere  crifeos  fungebatur,  febre 
pollea  mitigata  et  retrocedente.  Ibid.  p.  7. 

Morbus  plerumque  indicatur  fexto,  feptimo  vel  otfiiavo  die  fudoribus 
copiofis,  vel  hjEmorrhagia  narium ; fepius  febris  terminatur  priore,  quam 
polleriore  methodo.  Perdurant  fudores,  fi  non  reprimantur,  vel  deficiat 
natura,  donee  febris  ceffat  ; quanquam  fepe  relapfum  patiuntur  aegri,  fi 
fudores  non  impellantur  mcdicamentis  fudorificis.  Ibid.  p.  7. 

In  altera  crifi  fanguis  fluit  e nafo,  tarn  copiofe,  ut  periculum  fubita 
fanguinis  emiffione  vitam  perdendi  ^egro  incutiat,  pr^cipue  quando  nullum 

imped  imen  turn 
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The  camp  breaking  up  about  the  end  of  ftme^  1748, 
the  dragoons  were  cantoned  in  the  farin-houfes  near 

O 

Boifeduc.  In  the  middle  fuly,  1748,  the  remitting 
fever  appeared.  The  contagion  was  fo  great,  that 
fcarcely  one  of  the  regiment  of  Grays  efcaped.  But  the 
danger  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  the 
flck  3 for  though  it  fpread  univerfally,  it  was  not  mor- 
tal. In  Cope\  regiment  two  hundred  were  affedled, 
but  of  thefe  only  eight  died. 

The 

impedimentum  h^morrhagife,  quanquam  impenfe  poflulant,  injiciatur. 
Pofterior  crifis  priore  certiori  nullum  enim  relapfum  vidi  poll  nafium 
hsmorrhagiam.  Ibid.  p.  7. 

« 

Uti  fexto,  feptimo,  vel  octavo  iudicatur  seger,  ita  hifce  diebus  ad  manes 
fubito  migrat : pulfus  nullum  inftans  periculum  indicat,  in  paroxyfmum 
febrilem  incidit,  nodlu  moritur.  Ibid,  p.  7. 

Febre  ceflante,  rellat  faspe  dolor  capitis,  segrum  per  longum  tempus 
fatigans,  et  dolores  rheumatici  in  partibus  carnofis  crurum,  humeris  et 
dorfo.  Tanta  eft  aliquando  capitis  vertigo,  ut  fine  lapfu  ambulare  non 
poflit.  Ibid,  p.  8. 

SiEpe  In  febrem  iterum  relabitur  ^ger,  fine  aliqua  evident!  caufa ; atta- 
men  nullum  ineft  periculum,  fudores  enim  excitati  facile  febrem  expel- 
lunt.  Ibid,  p.  8. 

Hasc  conftitutio,  progreffu  temporis,  gradatim  a remittente  ad  veram 
febrem  continuam  vergebat:  initio  enim  Januarii  nulla  remiffio  apparebat  : 
fymptoma  idtericum  evanefcebat  quoque^  et  diarrhoea,  initio  fsepe  cri» 
tica,  fub  finem  conftitutionis  femper  fymptomatica  erat.  Multos  milites 
e medio  tollebat  hie  morbus.  Ibid,  p.  8. 
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The  fever  was  ufliered  in  by  coldnefs,  trembling, 
and  flying  pains.  Thefe  fynaptoms  were  fucceeded  by 
violent  heat.  The  patient  was  delirious,  fell  down, 
crept  on  his  hands  and  feet,  and  performed  many  ridi- 
culous geflures.  He  had  great  thirflr,  was  diflreflTed 
with  pains  in  his  back  and  joints,  and  vomited  green 
bile.  At  its  firft  appearance  the  difeafe  was  accompa- 
nied with  pain,  and  fwelling  in  the  flomach ; but  that 
fymptom  was  not  obferved  in  the  end  of  this  conflitu- 
tion. 

The  difeafe  was  fometimes  attended  with  conflipation, 
and  fometimes  with  a lymptomatical  diarrhoea.  The 
pulfe  was  quick,  though  neither  hard  nor  full. 

But  the  remiflion  was  the  charadleriftic  fymptom, 
which  generally  happened  on  the  fecond  or  third,  but 
fometimes  not  till  the  eighth  day 

The 

Caftris  ad  finetn  Junii  relidlis  inter  pagos  rufticos  prope  Sylvam  Duels 
(Boijleduc)  difpertiti  fuimus.  Medio  Julii  orta  eft  remittens  febris,  prse- 
cipiie  inter  equites,  qui  propius  ad  Sylvam  Duels  fiti  erant.  Totus  eirea 
urbem  ager  paluftris.  Nullus  morbus,  quantum  feio,  unquam  inter 
homines  tarn  epidemice  graffabatur,  quam  hie  inter  equites  Anglieanos. 
Totam  turmam,  Grays  didlam,  ne  uno  fere  exeepto,  corripiebat,  tanta 
erat  hujus  eontagii  vis.  Attamen  felieiter  periculum  non  numerum  ^gro- 
mantium  sequabat,  et  vis  morbi  haud  pari  palTu  procedebat  cum  viribus 
eontagii.  Caufa,,  quanc]^uam  generalis,  vix  morbum  valde  Icthalem  pro- 

ducere 
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The  feverifh  paroxyfm  either  returned  every  day,  or 
cvery  fecond  day,  or  elfe  the  fever  was  irregular.  There  was 

a great 

ducere  valebat.  In  noflra  turma,  (Cope's  di5la)  etfi  in  ea  morbus  hie  non 
adeo  feve  grafiabatur,  ducenti  ^egri  crant,  ex  his  odo  folummodo  ad  infe- 
ros migrabant.  Home  de  Fehre  Remittent e^  p.  13. 

Hiftoria  hujus  morbi  ita  fefe  habet.  Ofeitatio,  pandiculatio^  horrores, 
tremores,  vagi  dolores  per  totum  corpus  agmen  ducunt.  Sequitur  calor 
febrifque.  In  primo  febris  infultu  delirat  faspe  asger,  decidit  in  terram, 
ibi  manibus  et  pedibns  repit,  vociferat  comcediamque  valde  ridiculam  agit. 
Adefc  fids,  vomitus,  bilis  viridis,  dolor  capitis,  dorfi  et  articulorum. 
Regio  ventriculi  dolet,  et  in  tumorem  elevatur.  Hoc  fymptoma  femper 
initio  conftitutionis  obfervatum  fuit,  nunquam  fere  in  fine.  Sanguis  dc- 
tradlus  fuperne  pallide  rubebat  inferne  fere  nigrebat.  Aerese  bulluls  in 
fuperficie  plurimas  erant.  Minor  feri  magis  fufei  coloris  portio,  et  minor 
globulorum  rubrorum  coh^fio,  quam  in  fano  fanguine.  Morbum,  folo' 
fanguine  confpedto,  cognofeebam.  Venter  initio  conflitutionis  conftipatus, 
fed  fub  finem  oriebatur  diarrhoea  fymptomatica.  Pulfus  celer,  nunquam 
fere  plenus  vel  durus.  Ibid.  p.  14. 

Sed  fymptoma  hujus  morbi  charadlerifticum  eft  remiiTio,  quae  accidit 
fecundo  die,  tertio,  &:c.  immo  odtavum  aliquando  pra^ftolatur.  Ibid.  p.  15. 

Ex  fexaginta  tribus  prioribus  asgris,  viginti  tres  intermiftionem  habebant 
fecundo  die,  quindecim  tertio,  tredecim  quarto,  o6to  quinto,  tres  fexto, 
nnus  feptimo,  unnfque  odlavo.  Ante  hoc  tempus  febris  erat  continua, 
fed,  asgro  plerumque  parum  fudante,  omnia  fymptomata  cum  febre  mitb 
gabantur,  paroxyfmus  febrilis  vel  unoquoque  die,  vel  fecundo,  adveniebac, 
vel  irregularis  erat.  Ex  fexaginta  tribus  prioribus  segris  odtodecim  irre- 
gulares  erant,  duodecim  unoquoque  die,  et  ceteri  fecundo  quoque  die, 
infultum  febrilem  patiebantur.  Ibid.  p.  1 5. 

Magna  inter  diverfos  ^gros  pulfuum  varietas,  in  paroxyfmo  variatio  eft 
ab  nonaginta  ad  centum  et  decern  pulfationes  fpacio  unius  minuti.  In  re- 

mifTionc  a pulfatione  fere  regular!  ad  nonaginta  pulfationes  eodem  tempore-. 
Ibid.  p.  15. 
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a great  diverdty  in  the  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe  in  different 
patients ; in  fome  it  beat  90  in  a minute  during  tho 
paroxyfm,  and  in  others  iio;  while  in  the  remifTion 
it  varied  from  a natural  ftate  to  90. 

Nothing  in  nature  is  more  wonderful  than  the  tran- 
fition  of  this  fever  from  a mild  flate  to  a mortal  pa-' 
roxyfm.  Sometimes  the  exacerbation  came  on  in  due 
courfe,  but  it  often  happened  unexpedledly  after  a re- 
miffion,  or  even  a diflindt  intermiffion  of  four  or  five 
days,  and  in  lefs  than  thirty  hours  proved  fatal. 

Dr.  Home  adds,  that  though  he  hath  given  a regular 
defcription  of  the  difeafe,  yet  its  type  is  extremely 
anamolous  and  uncertain.  It  generally  begins,  indeed, 
as  a continual  fever,  and  ends  in  an  intermittent ; but 
it  frequently  remits  on  the  fecond  day,  and  terminates 
in  a true  malignant  continual  fever.  The  paroxyfm  in 
fome  continues  three  or  four  days,  and  ends  in  a perfedb 
crifis 

The 


^ Mortalis  hujus  febris  ftatiis  paroxyfmus  eil.  Inopinate  penciilum  ad- 
venit,  fubitoque  moritur  ^ger.  Nihil  magis  miratii  dignum  in  tota 
medicina,  quam  hfec  tragcedia.  Aliquando  in  fuo  proprio  curfu  advenit 
paroxyfmus,  aliquando  poll  remilTionem,  immo  interm ifTionern  quatuor 
yel  quinque  dierum,  qiiando  nihil  tale  exfpedlatur.  Cerebrum  immediate 
tadlum  eft.  Nihil  fentiunt,  nihil  loquuntur,  taciti  jaceiit,  gemitumque 
aliquando  emittunt.  Nihil  deglutire  poirunt>  Faeces  infciis  elabuntur. 

Fulfils 
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The  difeafe  was  often  terminated  by  a copious  fweat, 
and  fometirnes  by  an  htemorrhage  from  the  nofe.  The 
Convalefcents  often  felt  the  effedls  of  this  fever,  long 
after  it  had  left  them,  and  were  liable  to  relapfe  upon 
the  flighteft  irregularity,  or  upon  being  expofed  to  cold 
or  damps.  He  attributes  this  fever  to  the  moifture  of 
the  atmofphere,  and  fupports  his  opinion  by  obferving, 
that  the  number  of  the  lick  was  in  proportion  to  their 
vicinity  to  the  low  marfhy  grounds 

This 

Pulfus  initio  eft  mollis,  vix  depreftus,  neque  inftans  periculiim  indicans. 
Attamen  refpiratio  celeris,  impedita,  et  fpiritus  creber  certiflimum  im- 
minentis  mortis  fignum  prsebent.  Pulfus  cito  poft  ea  mutatus,  nunc 
tenuis,  depreftus  et  tarn  celer,  ut  vix  numerari  poflit : obrumpunt  fudores 
frigidi,  moritur.  Bis  vidi  in  hoc  ipfo  ftatu  mortal!  intermiftionem  plenam 
a febre  et  omnibus  fymptomatibus  per  horas  o6lo ; fed  poftea  eodem  modo 
corripiebantur.  Durat  per  viginti  vel  triginta  horas,  antequam  mors 
advenit.  In  fimilem  paroxyfmum  ante  mortem  omnes  Incidebant,  neque 
cum  his  fymptomatibus  ullum  vidi  ex  hoc  paroxyfmo  elapfum.  Ibid.  p.  1 6. 

Quanquam  hujus  morbi  defcriptio  tarn  regularis  data,  attamen  nullus 
magis  varius  magifque  inccrtvis.  Quanquam  plerumque  incipit  uti  febris 
continua,  et  definit  in  intermittentem,  attamen  ftepe  fecundo  die  remittit^ 
et,  paucis  diebus  elapfis,  in  veram  rnalignam  febrem  continuam  terminat. 
Paroxyfmus  aliquando  perdurat  tribus  vel  quatuor  diebus,  et  cum  hoc 
paroxyfmo  folvitur  morbus.  Ibid.  p.  17. 

^ Vix  inter  milites,  qui  qulndecim  m/illia  paftlium  ab  Sylva  Ducis 
aberant,  confpiciebatur  hie  morbus : ergo  caufa  hand  fubtilis  efte  poteft. 
Quo  magis  appropinquabant  Sylvam  Duels,  eo  magis  feviebat  morbus, 
Patet  fedula  fitus  examinatione,  numerum  ^grorum  eife  in  eadem^  pfo- 
portione  cum  hurnidirate  funs  a-erifque.  Hoc  obfervatur  non  folum  m 


gen.ere^5 


I go  A Review  of  the  Hifory  of  Fevers, 

This  very  accurate  hiftory  of  the  remitting  fever  is 
confirmed  by  Sir  fohn  Pringle,  who  was  at  that  time 
phyfician  general  to  the  forces  in  Flanders,  and  pub- 
lifhed  in  1750  his  obfervations  on  the  jail  fever,  and 
in  1752  his  obfervations  on  the  difeafes  of  the  army. 

He  defcribes  the  difeafe  at  great  length,  fuppofing 
it  peculiar  to  a military  life,  and  little  known  in  this 
country*.  In  the  preface,  after  reciting  fome  of  the 

various 

% 

genere,  fed  etiam  in  diverfis  ejufdem  turmse  locis,  immo  in  diverfis 
domiciliis  ejufdem  pagi,  ubi  terra  parnm  elevatnr,  ibi  pauci  corripiuntur ; 
ubi  deprimitnr,  multi.  Una  pars  noftrae  turmas  ab  altera  diilabat  tria 
millia  palTuum.  Ea  qu^  prope  paludem  fita  erat,  multo  majorem  aegro- 
rum  numerum  habuit,  quam  ea  quae  a paludibus  diftabat.  Sed,  ut  extra 
omne  dubium  ponatur  h^c  qu^ftio,  tabulam  exadtam  humiditatis  ficci- 
tatifque  aeris  femper  fervabam,  hygrometro  ad  hoc  opus  fadlo : diem 
quoque,  quo  unufquifque  ^ger  corripiebatur,  notabam : hafce  obferva- 
4:iones  forte  fortuna  poftea  conferens,  numerus  ^grorum  exadle  humiditati 
’aeris  refpondebat *,  a vigefimo  nono  Junii,  ultimo  noftr^  militias  die  in 
caftris,  ad  duodecimum  Julii  ne  unus  quidem  ullo  morbo  correptus  fuit. 
Durante  hoc  tempore  neque  tarn  humidus,  neque  tarn  ficcus,  quam  in 
tentorio  meo,  aer  erat.  Sub  vefperem  duodecimi  hygrometer,  aerem 
humidifTimum  odendebat.  Ab  hac  ipfa  nodle  incipiebat  hsc  conftitutio, 

tres  milites  remittents  correpti  erant.  Acre  valde  humido  per  odto  dies 
exiftente,  multi  quotidie  in  hunc  morbum  incidebant.  Decern  fequentes 
dies  ficciores,  numerufque  quotidie  correptorum  diminuebatur.  Duo 
fequentes  dies  valde  humidi,  ideoque  magnum  aegrorum  incrementum. 
Ita  pari  paffu  morbus  cum  aeris  humiditate,  non  oculis  fed  inftrumento 
nienfurata,  procedebat,  quantum  mihi  licebat  obfervare. 

Home  de  Fehre  Remittent p.  i8,  19. 

^ I come  now  to  confider  thofe  putrid  difeafes  commonly,  though  per- 
haps improperly,  called  bilious  j which,  being  the  mod  dual  to  an  army, 

and 
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various  theoretical  opinions,  he  obferves,  that  the  me- 
chanical phylicians  endeavoured  to  explain  the  nature 
of  fevers  by  a few  of  the  mixed  mathematical  principles, 
but  rejedled,  or  too  fparingly  admitted,  chemiftry. 
Boerhaave  corredled  this  error,  but  had  not  time  to 
confirm  his  dodtrine  by  his  own  experiments.  Sir  fohn^ 
who  had  been  Boerhaave  % fcholar,  hath  attempted  to 
fupply  this  defedt  by  a courfe  of  experiments,  inftituted 
with  a view  to  difeover  what  accelerates,  or  retards 
putrefadtion 

In  his  hiftory  of  the  remitting  fever,  he  deferibes  it 
as  it  appeared  in  the  camp,  in  the  marfhy  parts  of  the 
Netherlands.^  and  in  jails  or  hofpitals. 

“ The 


and  leafl:  known  in  thefe  parts,  fliall  therefore  be  treated  of  in  a more  full 
and  regular  manner  than  the  preceding. 

Pringle's  Ohfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army^  part  iii.  chap.  iv. 
p.  164.  fecond  edition. 

^ To  the  lyftems  oiJVillis  and  Sylvius  fucceeded  the  mechanical  writers, 
who,  detecting  the  weaknefs  of  their  hypothefes;  and  believing  a fev;  of 
the  mixed  mathematical  principles,  adequate  to  folve  all  phasnomena,  began 
from  thence  to  explain  the  nature  of  fevers,  either  wholly  reje6ling,  or 
too  fparingly  admitting  chemiftry.  This  error  did  not  efcape  the  learned 
Boerhaave^  who,  though  he  retained  the  ufe  of  mechanics,  yet  revived  and 
reformed  the  dodlrine  of  acids  and  alkalies  ^ and  under  thefe  laft  he  com- 
prehended all  that  he  thought  feptic  or  putrid.  But  as  my  celebrated 
maker  had  not  time  to  afeertain  every  part  of  his  dodlrine  from  experiments 
ot  his  own,  it  was  no  wonder  fome  mikakes  v/ere  made,  and  that  the 
extent  of  thefe  principles  was  not  underftood. 

Ibid,  in  the  preface,  p..  13. 
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“ The  remitting  fever  of  the  camp  begins  with  chil- 
“ nefs,  laffitude,  pains  in  the  head  and  bones,  and 

“ a diforder  at  the  ftomach.  At  night  there  is 

“ an  exacerbation  of  the  fever,  but  generally  in  the 
‘‘  morning  an  iinperfedl  fvveat  brings  on  a remiffion  of 
“ all  the  fymptoms.  In  the  evening  the  paroxyfm 
“ returns,  but  without  any  cold  fit,  and  is  commonly 
“ worfe  than  the  former  ; next  morning  it  remits  as 

before.  Thefe  periods  go  on  daily  till  the  fever,  if 

“ negle<5led,  changes  infenfibly  into  a continued  form. 

Although  this  fever,  in  many  particulars,  refem- 
“ bles  an  intermittent,  yet  it  is  fomewhat  of  a different 
“ nature.  The  remiflions  generally  appear  from  the 
“ beginning.  Sometimes  they  are  little  perceptible  for 
‘‘  the  firft  two  or  three  days.  Haemorrhages  of  the 
“ nofe,  at  the  height  of  the  paroxyfm,  generally  brings 
“ on  the  remilTion  fooner,  and  make  it  more  complete. 
“ The  fits  are  feldom  preceded  by  fhiverings,  or  any 
“ fenfe  of  cold,  after  the  firft  attack.  The  pulfe  is 
full  and  quick  during  the  firft  paroxyfm,  and  in  the 
“ rer^iflion  it  ftill  indicates  fome  degree  of  fever. 

“ This  remitting  fever  attended  every  campaign,  and 
“ was  moft  frequent  and  fatal  after  the  hot  fummers  of 
‘‘  1743  and  1747  ; but  in  the  campaigns  of  1744  and 

4 “ 1745, 
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“ 1745)  the  feafons  being  temperate,  fewer  werefeized, 
“ and  the  cafes  were  milder. 

The  remitting  fever  of  the  marlhes  -is  thus  de- 
fcribed  : “ In  the  end  of  fuly.,  174II)  when  the  troops 
“ had  been  about  a fortnight  or  three  weeks  in  the 
“ cantonments,  whilft  the  days  were  fultry,  and  the 
“ nights  cool  and  foggy,  feveral  of  the  men  (of  thofe 
“ regiments  which  lay  neareft  the  inundations)  were 
“ feized  at  once  with  a burning  heat  and  vdolent  head- 
“ ach,;  fome  previoully  feeling  a fliort  and  flight 
“ chiinefs,  others  mentioning  no  preceding  diforder. 
“ They  complained,  befides,  of  intenfe  thirft,  aking 
“ of  the  bones,  a pain  in  the  back,  great  lafTitude  and 
inquietude,  frequently  of  naufea,  licknefs,  or  a pafn 
“ about  the  pit  of  the  flomach,  fometimes  attended 
“ with  vomiting  of  green  yellow  bile  of  an  offenflve 
“ fmeli.  There  were  feveral  inftances  of  the  head 
“ being  fo  fuddenly  and  violently  affeefled,  that  with- 
“ out  any  previous  complaint,  the  men  ran  about  in  a 
“ wild  manner,  and  were  believed  to  be  mad,  till  the 
“ folution  of  the  fit  by  a fweat,  and  its  periodical 
“ return,  difeovered  the  true  nature  of  the  delirium. 

‘‘  In  the  greateft  heat  of  the  weather,  and  rage  of 
“ the  difiemper,  mofl:  of  the  fevers  anfwered  the  de- 

C e “ ferintior* 
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“ fcription  of  the  Kctyco?,  or  ardent  fever  of  the  an- 
“ cients. 

“ There  were  but  few  quartans,  and  thefe  did  not 
“ appear  till  late,  nor  were  difficult  to  cure,  unlefs 
“ when  they  fucceeded  to  fome  other  form  of  this 
“ fever. 

‘‘  At  the  height  of  the  epidemic,  it  appeared,  that 
“ both  intermittents  and  remittents,  by  extending  or 
“ doubling  the  paroxyfms,  frequently  changed  into  a 
“ continual  putrid,  and  malignant  form ; and  that 
“ moft  of  thofe  we  loft  died  this  way.  Some  had 
“ petechial  fpots,  though  the  place  where  they  lay 
“ was  neither  crouded  with  lick  nor  too  clofe ; and  to 
“'thefe  were  added  fome  other  fymptoms,  the  fame 
“ with  thofe  of  the  hofpital  or  jail  fever. 

“ But,  in  general,  the  mortality  was  not  in  propor- 
“ tion  to  the  number  of  the  lick,  or  alarming;  nature 
“ of  the  lymptoms. 

“ One  of  the  mofl  unfavourable  circumftances  at- 
“ tending  this  fever  was  the  pronenefs  to  a relapfe,  the 
“ danger  whereof  w^as  greatefc  during  the  hot  w-eather, 
“ lefs  in  the  decline  of  autumn,  and  lead  of  all  after 
“ the  frofts  began. 
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“ I'lie  jai],  or  hofpital  fever,  comes  on  flovvly  ; the 
firPc  complaints  are  fmall  interchanges  of  heat  and 
“ cold,  a trembling  of  the  hands,  fometimes  a fenfe  of 
“ numbnefs,  vveaknefs  of  the  limbs,  lofs  of  appetite, 

* “ and  the  diforder  being  greateft  at  night,  the  body 
“ is  hot,  the  deep  interrupted,  and  not  refrefl-iing. 
“ With  thefe  fymptoms  there  is  fome  pain  orxonfulion 
“ of  the  head,  but  never  violent.  The  pulfe  is,  at 
“ firft,  little  quicker  than  natural ; the  tongue  is  white, 
“ but  the  drought  inconiiderable.  Thofe  who  are 
“ thus  affedled  find  thcmfelves  too  much  indifpofed  to 
go  about  bufinefs,  but  too  well  to  be  altogether  con- 
fined. 
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“ The  difeafe  in  the  beginning  is  not  eafily  diflin- 
guifhed  from  any  common  fever.  When  it  advances, 
the  fymptoms  we  have  already  mentioned  are  all  in  a 
higher  degree  ; and  to  thefe  are  added  great  itude, 
naufea,  pain  in  the  back,  a more  confliant  pain  and 
confufion  in  the  head,  a dejedlion  of  fpirits,  and  an 
uncommon  tremor  of  the  hands.  Some  are  deli- 
“ rious,  but  all  under  a great  fiupor  or  confufion.  It 
“ is  more  common  to  have  a tremor  than  a fidfultus 
tendinum^  or  if  that  fymptom  occurs,  it  is  in  a 
lefler  degree  than  in  any  other  fever.  Vomiting, 
and  a complaint  of  load  and  ficknefs  at  the  flomach, 
though  ufual  fymptoms,  are  not  efiential  to  the  dif- 
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“ eafe ; neither  are  pleuritic  flitches,  difficulty  in 
“ breathing,  or  flying  pains,  fo  much  to  be  afcribed 
to  it  as  to  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  or  a pre- 
ceding  cold.  The  true  petechia:  are  frequent,  but 
“ not  infeparable  attendants  of  the  fever. 

“ This  fever,  though  of  the  continued  kind,  has 
“ often  exacerbations  at  night,  with  remiffions  and 
“ partial  fweats  next  day,  and  after  a long  continuance 
“ is  apt  to  change  into  a hedlic,  remitting,  or  inter- 
“ mitting  form. 

“ There  are  certain  low  degrees  hardly  to  be  cha- 
“ racterifed,  and  which  can  only  be  difcovered,  in  full 
“ hofpitals,  by  obferving  men  languifli,  though  the  nature 
“ of  the  illnefs,  for  which  they  came  in,  ffiould  feem  to 
admit  of  a fpeedier  cure.  In  fuch  cafes  the  only 
“ marks  are  flight  head-achs,  a whitiffi  tongue,  want 
“ of  appetite,  and  other  inconflderable  feverifli  fymp- 
“ toms.” 

From  this  imperfecl  (ketch  of  Sir  fohn  Pringle  % very 
accurate  account  of  the  remitting  fever  it  evidently 
appears,  that  v/hat  he  defer ibes  under  three  feveral 
heads  is  nothing  elfe  than  various  appearances  of  the 
fame  difeafe,  and  that  they  diflbr  in  nothing  but  the 
violence  of  the  fymptoms,  and  by  being  fometimes  ex- 
alted, by  peculiar  circumflances,  to  a higher  degree  of 
malignity. 
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The  remitting  fever  of  the  camp  is  the  mildeft 
form,  that  of  the  marflies  more  fevere,  and  at  the  height 
of  this  laft  epidemic,  we  are  told,  that  “ both  intermit- 
“ tents  and  remittents,  by  extending  or  doubling  the 
“ paroxyfm,  frequently  change  into  a putrid  continual, 
“ and  malignant  form*.  On  the  other  hand,  the  jail 
or  hofpital  fever,  .though  of  the  continued  kind,  yet 
“ has  fenfible  exacerbations  at  night,  with  remiflions 
“ and  often  partial  fweats  in  the  day,  and,  after  a 
“ long  continuance,  is  apt  to  change  into  a hedlic,  a 
“ remitting,  or  intermitting  form  -f-.” 

If  any  thing  can  demonftrate  more  clearly  the  fimilarity 
of  thefe  fevers,  it  is  the  embarraffment  which  arifes  from 
endeavouring  to  fupport  the  common  opinion  concern- 
ing their  diverhty.  Thus,  in  the  preface  to  the  fecond 
edition  of  his  book,  Sir  fohn  Prmgle  obferves,  that  fo 
near  a coincidence  between  his  account  of  the  malignant 
fever,  and  that  of  Dr.  Huxham.,  muft  add  no  fmall 
weight  to  both  their  teftimonies ; hnee  two  authors, 
in  different  places,  without  any  communication,  vary  fo 
little,  in  refpedl  either  of  the  caufe,  defeription,  or 
cure 

' Yet 

* Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  part  iii.  chap.  iv.  p.  j8j, 
6di  edition.  London.,  i'/68. 

f Ibid,  part  iii.  chap.  vii.  p.  297, 

J Ibid,  preface,  p.  12,  2d  edition.  London,  1753- 
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Yet  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  the  contrary  dodrine 
feems  at  length  to  have  prevailed  over  an  opinion  which 
had  been  founded  on  the  mofl;  accurate  and  attentive 
obfervation  ; for  in  the  preface  to  the  third  edition  it  is 
abrogated,  their  exad  conformity  difavovved,  and  in  a 
poflfcript,  fubjoined  to  that  edition,  feme  of  the  received 
notions,  concerning  the  divifion  of  fevers,  are  re- 
vived *. 

This  difeafe  is  alfo  deferibed  by  Dr.  Grainger.,  in 
his  Hiforia  Febris  Anotnalce  Batavee,  ajtnorum  1746, 
1747,  1748,  and  1749.  In  the  preface  he  remarks, 
that  if  the  bounds  of  a thelis  had  permitted  Dr.  Home 
to  enlarge  upon  the  remitting  fever,  he  had  never  pub- 
lifhed  his  own  obfervations  i' ; and  he  remarks,  that  the 
fever  which  he  deferibes  is  properly  a Dutch  difeafe, 
though  it  has  lately  prevailed  in  Great-BritamX. 

But  as  the  defeription  agrees  exactly  with  that  of 
Dr.  Home  and  Sir  fohn  Pringle,  it  is  unnecefiary  to  re- 
count 

* Appendix  to  Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  p.  94 — no. 
i)th  edition.  London^  1768. 

f Nuperrime  differtationem  de  febre  remittente,  anno  1750,  publici 
juris  faclam,  magna  cum  voluptate  perlegi : fi  thefeos  propofitum  omnia 
de  hac  re  pro  viribus  audorem  expendere  permififTet,  obfervationes  meas 
nunquam  vulgaflem. 

Hijioria  Fehris  AnomaU  Batava  in  pr^efat,  p,  6.  Edinhurgi^ 

Ibid.  p.  7. 
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count  fymptoms  which  have  been  already  fo  well  dc~ 

fcribed. 

Mr.  Cleghorn.^  lecturer  of  anatomy  in  the  luiiver- 
(ity  of  Dublin.,  formerly  furgeon  to  the  twerity-fecond 
regiment  of  foot,  in  his  obfervations  on  the  epidemic 
difeafes  in  Mvwrca,  gives  a moft  accurate  account  of 
the  tertian  or  remitting  fever,  which,  we  are  told,  made 
the  moft  conliderable  part  of  the  difeafes  in  that  ifiand 
and  to  defcribe  it  was  the  chief  deftgn  of  his  publica- 
tion 

“ Thefe  fevers  never  proceed  uniformly,  W’itli  con- 
“ ftant  uninterrupted  violence  from  their  firft  begin- 
“ ning  to  their  final  termination  ; but,  fooner  or  later, 
“ have  periodical  intervals,  more  or  lefs  evident : fo 
“ that  the  .patient  is,  by  turns,  one  day  better,  and 
“ another  worfe.  They  are  called  tertians,  or  fevers  of 
“ the  tertian  kind,  becaufe  each  particular  period,  or 
“ revolution  of  the  difeafe  (which  the  Romans  exprefied 
“ by  the  word  circutus)  is  compleated  in  the  fpace  of 
“ forty-eight  hours ; and  a new  attack  is  begun  on 
“ the  alternate  days,  or  every  third  day,  if  we  include 
“ the  day  on  which  the  general  paroxyfms  happen, 

“ together 

^ Dedication,  p.  8.  Lcndoff  1762. 


-j-  Chap.  iv.  p.  219. 
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together  with  the  intermediate  one,  according  to  the 
“ common  method  of  reckoning  ufed  by  phyficians. 

The  fevers  belonging  to  this  tribe  aillime  fo  many 
“ and  fuch  various  fliapes,  that  though  they  are  effen- 
“ tially  the  fame,  yet  their  appearance  is  often  very 
“ different  ; infomuch  that  when  I refledt  on  the  fe- 
“ veral  fpecies  I have  feen,  I almoft  defpair  of  being 
“ able  to  give  the  reader  any  tolerable  idea  of  them. 
“ For  thefe  diftempers  are  flightly  paffed  over  by  moft 
“ of  the  moderns  ; and  although  the  Greeks  and  Ara- 
“ bia7is  had  treated  of  them  at  great  length,  yet  in  their 
“ voluminous  writings  we  do  not  find  them  deferibed 
“ as  they  really  are,  but  as  they  would  be,  if  Galen\ 
“ theory  of  the  four  humours  was  well  grounded. 
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“ Many  authors,  and  Hoffjnan  in  particular,  have 
carefully  enumerated  the  pheenomena  of  the  fits  in 
I'egular  diftinil  tertians,  according  to  the -order  in 
which  they  fucceed  ; but  fo  far  are  the  paroxyfms  of 
the  epidemical  fevers,  which  are  the  fubjedt  of  our 
difeourfe,  from  having  conftantly  one  and  the  fame 
appearance,  that  no  two  diftempers  can  differ  more 
than  they  often  feem  to  do  from  one  another.  In 
both  fimple  and  double  tertians,  as  well  as  femi- 
tertians,  they  often  begin  with  a flight  fhivering,  and 
fometimes  without  any  fenfe  of  cold  ; and  frequently 
5 “ while 
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while  the  patient  complains  of  cold,  his  Ikin  is  actually 
warmer  than  in  a natural  flate.  In  fome  a moffc  in- 
tenfe  degree  of  heat  is  brought  on,  in  others  it  is 
moderate.  In  a few  they  terminate  by  ftool  or  urine 
rather  than  by  fweat.  Sometimes  they  are  fo  com- 
plicated with  fixed  pains  of  the  head,  bread:,  belly, 
back,  or  limbs,  as  to  perfonate,  with  great  exadlnefs, 
a phrenzy,  pleurify,  hepatitis,  lumbago,  or  rheuma- 
tifm  ; efpecially  if  the  apyrexies  are  impure  or  im- 
perfect. Sometimes  one  or  two  fymptoms  of  the  fit 
predominate  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  reft  are 
obfcured,  or  altogether  eclipfed  ; and  feveral  fevers 
of  this  clafs  have  had  peculiar  names  beftowed  upon 
them,  upon  account  of  fome  predominant  fymptom. 
It  is  common  to  meet  with  tertians,  which  fet  out 
furioufly,  with  fevere  fubintrant  double  paroxyfms ; 
fo  that  for  fome  days  they  have  little  or  no  intermif- 
flon.  On  the  third  or  fifth  day  a profufe  fweat 
commonly  brings  on  an  intermiflion  •,  and  afterwards 
the  difeafe  affumes  the  type  of  a double  intermitting 
tertian,  or  of  a femitertian.  Such  fevers  I have  fre- 
quently  obferved  to  terminate  fpontaneoufly  on  the 
feventh,  ninth,  and  eleventh  days,  and  for  the  mod: 
part  they  are  lefs  to  be  feared  than  thofe  which  be- 
gin deceitfully,  in  the  diape  of  a dight  double  or 
fimple  tertian.  For  however  mild  and  infignificant 
thefe  intermittents  may  at  fird;  feem  to  be,  we  are 
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“ never  to  truft  appearances,  till  they  have  performed 
‘‘  three  or  four  revolutions.” 

No  hiftory  of  any  difeafe  hath  been  more  accurately 
delivered  fince  the  days  of  Hippocrates.  The  author,, 
unprejudiced  by  theory,  hath  recorded  natural  appear- 
ances as  he  really  obferved  them  in  a very  extenlive 
pradlice.  If  he  hath  fallen  into  any  miflake,  it  is  that  of 
endeavouring  to  eftablifh  regular  divilions,  in  a difeafe 
which  is  too  anomalous  to  admit  of  fuch  diflindlions, 
and  to  confirm  the  dodtrine  of  Hippocrates  concerning 
critical  days,  an  opinion  not  founded  on  obfervation,  but 
probably  formed  on  the  erroneous  theory  of  the  Pytha- 
gorean numbers*. 

“ In 

* The  abfurdity  of  the  dodrine  concerning  critical  days  is  juflly  expofed 
by  the  elegant  Celfus: 

Eft  etiam  alia  de  diebus  ipfis  dubitatio,  qnoniam  antiqui  potiflimum 
impares  fequebantur,  eofque  tanquam  tunc  de  ^gris  judicaretur, 
nominabant,  adeo  ut  Hippocrates,  fi  alio  die  febris  defiflet,  recidivam 
timere  fit  folitus.  Eli  erant  dies  tertius,  quintus,  feptimus,  nonus,  un- 
decimus,  quartus  decimus,  unus  et  vigefiraus ; ita  ut  fumma  potentia. 
feptimo,  deinde  quarto  decimo,  deinde  uno  et  vigefimo  daretur. 

Id  Afclepiades  jure  ut  vanum  repudiavit ; neque  in  ullo  die,  quia  par 
imparve  eflet,  fegris  vel  majus  vel  minus  periculum  efte  dixit.  Interduni 
enim  pejores  dies  pares  Hunt.- — Nonnunquam  etiam  in  ipfo  merbo,. 
dierum  ratio  mutatur,  fitque  gravior,  qui  remiffior  efte  confuevit.  Atque 
ipfe  quartus  decimus  par  eft,  in  quo  effe  magnam  vim  antiqui  fatebantur. 
Qui  cum  o6lavum  primi  naturam  habere  contenderent,  ut  ab  eo  fecundus- 
feptenarius  inciperet,  ipfi  ftbi  repugnabant,  non  oeftavum  neque  decimum, 
neque  duodecimum  diem  fumendo,  quafi  potentiorem  : plus  enim  tribue- 

bant 
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In  the  natural  hiftory  of  Aleppo^  publiflied  in  the 
year  1756,  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Rujfel^  “ that  the  ge- 
“ nerality  of  fevers  there,  and  indeed  almoft  all  acute 
“ difeafes,  are  fubjedt  to  exacerbations  once  or  twice  in 
“ twenty-four  hours ; and  the  ingenious  Mr.  Cleghorns 
“ account  of  the  tertians  of  Minorca  anfwers  exactly  to 
“ thofe  of  Cyprus f Scandaroon^  the  coaft  of  Syria  : and 
“ what  in  fome  years  happen  at  Aleppo ; and  a long 
“ courfe  of  experience,  hath  convinced  me,  that  his 
“ method  of  cure  is  the  fafeft,  as  well  as  the  moft  fuc- 
“ cefsful 


Dr.  T‘iJfot\  delcription  of  the  bilious  epidemic  fever, 
which  raged  at  Laufanne  in  the  year  1755,  is  alfo 
fimilar  to  thefe  already  related.  Having  recited  the 

D d 2 fame 

bant  none,  et  undecimo.  Quod  cum  feciffent  fine  ulla  probabili  ratione, 
ab  undecimo,  non  ad  tertium  dccimum,  fed  ad  quartum  decimum  tranfi- 
bant.  Eft  etlam  apud  Hippocratem,  ei,  quern  feptimus  dies  liberaturus 
fit  quartum  efte  graviflimum.  Ita  illo  quoque  aucflore,  in  die  pari  et 
gravior  febris  efte  poteft,  et  certa  futuri  nota,  Atque  idem  alio  loco 
quartum  quemque  diem,  ut  in  utrumque  efticaciftimum  apprehendit,  id 
eft,  quartum,  feptimum,  undecimum,  quartum  decimum,  decimum  fep- 
timum  : in  quo  ab  impari  ad  paris  rationem  tranfit.  Et  ne  in  hoc  quidem 
propofitum  confervavit : cum  a feptimo  die  undecimus,  non  qiiartus,  fed 
qulntus  fit,  Adeo  apparet,  qiiacunque  ratione  ad  numerum  refpexerimus, 
nihil  rationis,  fub  illo  quidem  audore,  reperiri.  Verum  in  his  quidem 
antiques  tunc  celebres  admodum  Pythagorici  numeri  fefellerunt. 

Celfiis  de  M-edicina^  lib,  iii.  cap,  iv.  p.  121,  122.  Lugd.  1746, 
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fame  fymptoms  which  we  have  already  colledted  from  a 
variety  of  other  authors,  he  concludes  with  obferving, 
that  it  raged  moft  from  the  beginning  of  fune  to  the 
end  of  OStober^  but  many  were  alfo  aifedled  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  which  was  moift  and  unufually  warm, 
and  greatly  favoured  the  rife  of  epidemic  difeafes. 
Some  examples  of  it  w'ere  alfo  obferved  in  the  fummer 
of  the  year  1756,  and  in  fpring,  1757  J but  there  is 
no  feafon  fo  healthy  as  to  be  entirely  free  from  fimilar 
diforders 

* 

In  1764  Dr.  Donald  Mo7trOf  phyflcian  to  his  Majefty’s 
forces  in  Germany.,  publifhed  an  account  of  the  difeafes 
which  were  moft  frequent  in  the  Britijh  military  hofpi- 
tals,  from  fanuary,  1761,  to  March,  1763.  Of  thefe 
the  petechial  malignant  fever  was  the  moft  prevalent. 
“ It  begun  varioufly  in  different  fubjedls,  for  the  moft 
“ part  with  cold  and  fhivering,  pain  of  the  head,  and 
“ other  fymptoms  commonly  deferibed  as  peculiar  to 
“ this  fever.  In  fome  it  began  with  a fharp  pain  in  the 
“ fide,  or  other  parts,  attended  with  acute  inflamma- 
“ tory  fymptoms ; in  others  it  put  on  the  appearance 

of 

% 

* Vis  maxima  ab  initio  Junii  ad  finem  Odobris,  plures  tamen  adhuc 
hieme  fequenti,  quae  pluviofa  et  tepida  epidemicis  favebat,  decubuerunt 
nonnulla  et  faeva  exempla  obfervavi  dilate  anni  1756,  et  vere  1757. 
Nullus  demum  adeo  fauftus  eft  annus  ut  fimiles  profus  defint  morbi. 

Opifcuh  Medica^  tom,  i.  p.  13.  Liffiae  et  Cellis^  ^7^9- 
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of  the  common  low,  or  nervous  fever,  for  a day  or 
“ two. 

“ The  reafon  of  this  difference  of  fymptoms  feemed 
“ to  be,  that  fuch  patients  as  laboured  under  pleurilles, 
“ low,  or  other  fevers,  being  brought  into  hofpitals 
“ where  the  malignant  fever  was  frequent,  had  their 
“ original  diforders  changed  into  that  fever,  by  breath- 
“ in  a foul,  infected  air,  and  by  their  communication 
“ with  thofe  ill  of  the  fever,  and  of  fluxes ; at  other 
“ times  a mere  acrimony  of  the  blood,'  fet  in  motion  by 
“ a fupervening  fever,  determined  the  diforder  to  be 
“ of  this  kind  ; and  I always  obferved,  that  thofe  men 
■ “ were  moft  apt  to  catch  this  fever,  whofe  confliitutions 
“ had  been  broke  down  by  previous  diforders. 

“ The  fever  appeared  in  different  forms ; fome  had 
only  a quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  attended  with  a flight 
“ head-ach  and  flcknefs,  whitenefs  of  the*  tongue  and 
“ thirft,  and  a lownefs  and  languor,  which  continued 
“ for  a week  or  more,  and  then  went  off  infenflblyy 
“ or  with  a profufe  fweat,  fucceeded  by  a plentiful 
“ fediment  in  the  urine.  Moft  of  thofe  who  fell 
“ into  profufe  kindly  warm  fweats  recovered,  the  fweat 
“ carrying  off  the  fever.  Thefe  profufe  fweats  continued 
“ for  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours,  and  fometimes  for  two, 
or  three,  or  four  days. ' In  thofe,  who  had  the  fever 

“ in 
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“ in  this  flight  degree,  the  petechias  feldom  appeared ; 
“ and  it  was  only  known  to  be  thjs  fort  of  fever  by  the 
“ other  fymptoms,  and  the  malignant  fever  being  at 
“ that  time  frequent  in  the  hofpitals. 

“ For  the  mofl:  part  this  fever  appeared  with  more 
“ violent  fymptoms ; the  tongue  became  parched  and 
“ dry,  more  or  lefs  of  a delirium  came  on,  attended 
“ with  other  fymptoms,  commonly  defcribed  as  pecu- 
“ liar  to  this  fever. 

“ When  petechias  appeared,  they  came  out  on  the 
“ fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  or  feventh  day,  feldom  after  the 
“ eleventh  or  twelfth.  They  appeared  moflly  on  the 
“ breafts,  back,  arms,  and  legs ; and  fometimes,  though 
“ rarely,  on  the  face.  They  had  exadly  the  fame  ap- 
“ pearance  defcribed  by  John  P r ingle.,  either  like  fmall 

“ diftindl  fpots,  of  a reddifh  colour,  or  the  Ikin  looked 
■ “ fometimes  as  if  it  had  been  marbled,  or  variegated 
“ as  in  the  meafles,  but  of  a colour  more  dull  and  lurid. 
“ As  they  began  to  difappear,  they  inclined  to  a dun 
“ or  brown  colour,  and  looked  like  fo  many  dirty  fpots. 
“ I never  faw  them  rife  above  the  fkin,  nor  did  I once 
“ fee  any  miliary  eruptions  in  this  fever  ; which  agreed 
“ exadlly  with  what  fohn  Pringle  had  obferved  during 
the  former  war,  and  in  the  beginning  of  this.,  How- 
“ ever,  we  ought  not  to  conclude  from  hence,  that 
2 “ miliary 


207 


and  of  the  Opinions  concerning  them, 

“ miliary  eruptions  are  never  obferved  in  fevers  of  this 
“ kind  : for  Dr.  Huxhmny  Dr.  Hafenohrly  and  Dr. 
“ L,ind^  beiides  many  other  good  practitioners,  mention 
“ their  having  feen  them. 


“ Many  had  no  petechiae  through  the  whole  courfe 
“ of  the  diforder  ; but  in  all,  who  were  very  bad,  the 
“ countenance  looked  bloated,  and  the  eyes  reddifli  and 
fomewhat  inflamed  ; and  though  the  Ikin  was  com- 
“ monly  dry,  yet  the  perfpiration  from  the  lungs  was 
“ ftrong.  By  thefe  circumftances  one  might  frequently 
“ difcover,  that  the  patient  laboured  under  the  malig- 
“ nant  fever,  without  alking  any  queftion 


The  fame  difeafe  is  alfo  defcribed  by  Dr.  Richard 
Brocklefby^  who  was  employed  as  phyflcian  to  the  army 
in  England.,  and  in  1764  publifhed  his  Ohfervations  on 
Military  Difeafes,  from  the  year  1758  to  1763  inclufive. 


“ This  fever  was  commonly  preceded  by  a difagree- 
“ able  laflitude  of  the  body,  accompanied  with  acute 
“ pains  of  the  head  and  back,  great  anxiety  and  oppref- 
“ flon  in  the  breaft,  irregular  fliivering  fits,  in  forne 
“ with  a quick  full  pulfe,  and  in  others  a fmall,  quick, 
“ tremulous  one.  On  the  fecond  or  third  day  the 
“ tongue  grew  black  and  parched,  though  the  fick  had 

“ little 

^ Account  of  theDifeafes  whicE  were  moil  frequent  in  the  Britijb  hofpi'- 
m Gerfuany,,  p.  7 — 12.  London:^  1^640,. 
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little  or  no  tliirft  ; and  in  many,  duflcy  or  florid  fpots, 

like  flea-bites,  appeared  on  the  neck,  ^ 

arms,  or  all  over  the  body.  Many  had  fubfultm 
tendinum,  involuntary  tears,  hiccup,  deafnefs,  and 
mortifications  of  fome  of  their  extremities,  udio  i ill 
efcaped  with  life,  whilft  others  fulfered  glandular 
buboes,  parotids,  &c.  and  not  a few  were  brought  to 
Pimlico  hofpital,  after  a mortification  had  deprive 
them  of  a foot,  a part  of  their  toes,  or  fome  other 

extremity  of  their  body  . 

In  1/68  Dr.  James  Lind,  phyfician  to  the  hofpital 
at  Hafar,  near  Portfmouth,  publiflied  An  EJfay  on  the 
Difeafes  incident  to  Europea?is  in  hot  Climates',  m the 
introduaion  to  which  he  affirms,  that  “ It  is  now  a 
well-known  and  moft  certain  truth,  that  of  fuch 
u Europeans  as  have  fallen  viaims  to  the  intemperature 
“ of  foreign  climates,  nineteen  in  twenty  have  been 
cut  off  by  fevers  and  ffuxes,  thefe  being  the  prevail- 
ing and  fatal  maladies  in  unhealthy  countries  in  all 

pa.rts  of  the  world* 

The  years  1765  and  ij66  were  diftinguifhed  by 
an  uncommon  appearance  of  intermitting  and  remit 

fino 
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* Obfervations  CEconomical  and  Medical,  p.  203  216. 
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ting  fevers,  in  moft  parts  of  England.  During  the 
months  of  Maj^  ‘Ju7ie.,  and  fuly^  we  had  feldora  at 
Hafar  hofpital  lefs  than  thirty  or  forty  patients, 
labouring  under  regular  tertian  agues,  with  perfect" 
intermiffions.  Of  thefe,  fome  were  feized  with 
it  on  board  the  guard-fhips,  that  lay  in  the  har- 
bour near  the  mud  ; but  the  greatefl  number  were 
of  thofe  marines  who  did  duty  at  Portfnouth. — ^The 
marines,  who  were  three  times  a week  exercifed 
early  in  the  morning,  on  South  Sea  beach,  from  the 
effect  of  the  flagnant  water  of  an  adjoining  morafs, 
fuffered  much. 

“ Half  a dozen  of  them  at  a time  were  frequently 
“ taken  ill  in  their  ranks,  when  under  arms,  fome  be- 
“ ing  feized  with  fuch  giddinefs  in  the  head,  that 
“ they  could  Icarcely  ftand,  while  others  fell  down 
“ fpeechlefs  j and,  upon  recovering  their  fenfes,  com- 
“ plained  of  a violent  head-ach 

“ When  fuch  patients  were  received  into  the  hofpital, 
“ I obferved,  that  few  had  a regular  ague,  but  far  the 
“ greater  number  laboured  under  a remitting  fever, 
“ with  imperfed  intermiffions,  though  fometimes  in- 
“ deed  there  was  no  perceptible  remiffion  for  feveral 
“ days.  A conftant  pain  and  giddinefs  of  the, head  were 
“ the  mofl  infeparable  and  diftreffing  fvmptoras  of  the 

E e difeafe. 

* P.  23—25. 
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difeafe.  Some  were  delirious,  and  a few  vomited  up 
a ‘quantity  of  bile  ; but  in  all  the  countenance  was 

ft 


“ A long  continuance  of  the  fever  produced  either  a 
“ dropfy,  or  a jaundice,  or  both  ; even  a flight  attack 
reduced  the  moft  robuft  conftitution  to  a ftate  of 
‘‘  extreme  debility,  and  this  weaknefs,  together  with  the 
“ giddinefs,  continued  long  after  the  fever  was  gone  *. 


“ Dr.  Wind  obferves,  that  at  Middlehurgy  the  capital 
“ of  Weji  Zealand y towards  the  end  of  Augufi  and  be- 
“ ginning  of  Sept  ember  a continual  burning  fever  rages, 
“ attended  with  a vomiting  of  bile,  which  is  called  the 
“ gall-ficknefs.  This  fever,  after  continuing  three  or 
“ four  days,  intermits,  aflumes  the  form  of  a double 
“ tertian,  and  leaves  the  patient  in  a fortnight,  or  per- 
“ haps  fooner.  Strangers,  who  have  been  accuftomed 
“ to  breathe  a dry,  pure  air,  do  not  recover  fo  quickly  -f”. 
“ Thofe  difeafes  are  the  fame  with  the  double  tertians, 
“ common  between  the  tropics.  Such  (fays  he)  as  are 
“ feized  with  the  gall-ficknels,  have  at  firft  fome  flufhes 
“ of  heat  over  the  body,  a lofs  of  appetite,  a white,  foul 
“ tongue,  a yellow  tinge  in  the  eyes,  and  a pale  colour 
“ in  the  lips  J. 


« The 


* P.  26. 


t P»  25; 


i p-  3.0^ 


an 


and  of  the  Opinions  center fimg  them-, 

“ The  fame  fever  was  obferved,  in  Auguf,,  hi 

“ the  fliip’s  company  commanded  by  admiral  Brodericky 
“ in  the  bay  of  Orifaney  in  Sardinia.  Twenty-feven 
“ men,  fent  afliore  on  duty,  were  feized  with  the 
“ epidemical  diflemper  of  this  ifland  j twelve  of  them,  in 
particular,  who  had  flept  on  fhore,  were  brought  on 
“ board  delirious. 

“ All  of  them,  in  general,  laboured  under  a low  fever, 
“ attended  with  great  oppreflion  on  the  brea:ft,  and  at 
the  pit  of  the  ftomach  ; a conftant  reaching,  and  fome- 
“ times  a vomiting  of  bile,  upon  which  a delirium 
“ often  enfued.  Thofe  fevers  changed  into  double  ter- 
“ tians,  and  afterwards  terminated  in  obftinate  quartan 
“ agues. 

“The  prior  of  a convent,  making  a viht  to  the  Englip 
“ officers,  informed  them,  that  the  intemperieS  of  the 
ifland  was  a remitting,  or  intermitting  fever  ; that 
“ he  himfelf  had  buffered  feveral  attacks  of  it,  and  had 
“ taken  large  quantities  of  bark  and  fnake-root,  but 
“ always  reaped  the  greateft  benefit  from  a change 
‘ ‘ of  air  *. 


“ The  climate  of  New-Rngland  is  fimilar  to  that  of 
“ Great-Britam  ; but  travelling  to  the  fouthward,  in 
Maryland  or  Virginiay  where  the  heats  are  greater, 

E e 2 “ and 
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“ and  the  foil  more  moift,  efpecially  on  lands  not 
“ cleared,  we  find  agues,  fevers,  and  fluxes,  very 
“ diftreffing  to  ftrangers,  though  the  natives,  in  general, 
“ are  healthy  and  long  lived 

“ In  the  latitude  of  South  Carolina  we  find  thefe 
“ difeafes  much  more  obftinate,  acute,  and  violent. 
“ In  that  colony,  efpecially  during  the  growth  of  the 
“ rice,  in  the  months  of  July  and  Augufl,  the  fevers 
“ which  attack  ftrangers  are  very  anomalous,  not  re- 
“ mitting  or  intermitting  foon,  but  partaking  much  of 
“ the  nature  of  thofe  diftempers  which  are  fo  fatal  to 
“ the  newly  arrived  Furopea7n  in  Wefi-Indian  climates. 
“ The  fame  may  be  faid  of  Georgia  and  Eaf -Florida, 
“ during  thefe  two  months  j but  in  TVeJl-Florida  the 
“ difeafes  of  ftrangers  approach  ftill  nearer  to  thofe  of 
“ our  Wef -Indian  iflands  -f . 

“ An  inflammatory  fever  is  feldom  obferved  during 
“ the  feafon  of  ficknefs  at  Senegal,  The  moft  mortal 
“ epidemic  is  that  low  putrid  malignant  fever,  of  the 
“ remitting  kind,  which  rages  only  in  the  wet  feafon  T 

“ As  far  as  I have  been  able  to  learn,  there  is  a 
“ pretty  exadl  uniformity  in  the  appearances  of  fevers 
‘‘  and  fluxes,  which  afflidl  ftrangers  in  Guinea ; with 
“ this  diflerence  only,  that  the  malignity  or  violence, 

“ together 

^ P.  36 — 37.  t Loco  citato.  J P.  56. 
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“ together  with  the  mortality  proceeding  from  them 
“ in  the  rainy  feafon,  are  in  proportion  to  the  iituation 
“ of  the  place,  and  its  iree  ventilation  by  a wholefoine 
“ air  *.  It  appears,  by  fome  extracts  from  the  journals 
“ of  a fliip,  which  had  failed  up  the  rivers  of  that 
“ country,  that  in  the  month  of  fmte  almoft  two  thirds 
“ of  the  white  people  were  taken  ill.  Their  hcknefs 
“ could  not  well  be  charafterifed  by  any  denomination 
“ commonly  applied  to  fevers ; it  however  approached 
“ nearcft  to  what  is  called  a nervous  fever,  as  the  pulle 
“ was  low,  and  the  brain  and  nerves  feemed  princi- 
“ pally  affected.  It  had  alfo  a tendency  to  frequent 
“ remiffions.  It  began  fometimes  with  vomiting,  but 
“ oftener  with  a delirium.  Its  attack  was  commonly 
“ in  the  night,  and  the  patients  being  then  delirious, 
“ were  apt  to  run  into  the  open  air.  I obferved  them 
“ frequently  recover  their  fenfes  for  a fhort  time,  by 
“ means  of  the  heavy  rain  w'hich  fell  upon  their  naked 
“ bodies ; but  the  delirium  foon  returned.  They  af- 
“ terwards  became  comatofe,  their  pulfe  funk,  and  a 
“ train  oi  nervous  fymptoms  lollowed.  Their  fkin  often 
“ became  vellow  : bilous  vomitings  and  dools  were 

j 

“ frequent  fymptoms. 

“The  fever  reduced  the  patient’s  ftrength  fo  much, 
“ that  it  w'as  generally  fix  weeks  or  two  months  before 
“ he  was  able  to  walk  abroad.  A confuming  flux,  a 

“ jaundice, 
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“ jaundice,  a dropfy,  or  obftrudions  in  the  bowelsj 
were  the  confequences  of  it.  Of  5 1 wliite  men, 
“ being  the  companies  of  four  fhips  which  were  at 
“ Catchou,  one  third  died  of  the  fever,  and  one  third 
more  of  the  flux  and  other  difeafes  confequent  up- 
“ on  it ; and  of  thefe  not  one  was  taken  ill  till  after 
“ the  rains  began 

“ The  diftempers  at  Bengal  are  fevers  of  the  remit- 
ting  and  intermitting  kind ; for  though  fometimes 
“ they  may  continue  feveral  days,  without  any  percep- 
‘‘‘  tible  remiflion,  yet  they  have  in  general  a great 
“ tendency  to  it,  and  are  commonly  accompanied  with 
“ violent  fits  of  rigors,  or  fhiverings,  and  difeharges  of 
“ bile  ^upwards  and  downwards.  If  the  feafon  be  very 
“ fickly,  fome  are  feized  with  a malignant  fever,  of 
“ which  they  foon  die.  The  body  is  covered  with 
“ blotches  of  a livid  colour,  and  the  corpfe,  in  a few 
“ hours,  turns  quite  black  and  corrupted  T. 

“ The  difeafes  moft  fatal  at  Calcutta,  in  the  year 
“ 1757,  were  obftinate  putrid  intermitting  fevers.  The 
“ cold  fit,  which  was  exceffively  violent,  continued 
“ often  for  twelve  hours  j and,  as  the  fever  returned 
“ every  day,  the  patients  had  not  above  four  or  five 
“ hours  refpite  from  it.  During  the  rains,  and  for 
“ fome  time  after,  we  had  fick  at  the  fame  time  in 

“ this 

^ P.  61 63.  f P.  80. 
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“ this  place,  one  half  of  the  men  of  the  Icjuadron  under 
“ the  command  of  the  admirals  Watfon  and  Pocock. 
“ Out  of  three  fhips  of  the  line,  and  a 20  gun  Ihip, 
“ and  thefe  not  fully  manned,  we  loft  in  fix  months 

“ upwards  of  200  men,  mofi:  of  whom  died  of  thefe 
‘‘  fevers*. 

“ At  Gambroen^  in  Perfta.,  the  climate  is  very  un- 
“ healthy.  Few  Europeans  efcape  being  feized  with 
“ putrid  intermitting  fevers,  which  rage  from  May  till 
“ September^  and  are  often  followed  with  obftrudtions 
« in  the  liver  f.  A purple  fever  raged  in  the  city  of 
“ Bagdaty  in  the  month  of  March y 1758.  The  city  is 
“ fuppofed  to  contain  500,000  fouls,  but  though  it 
“ was  computed  that  an  eighth  part  of  the  inhabitants 
“ were  ill,  yet  the  difiemper  was  far  from  being 
“ mortal 

“ The  Englijh  fettlements  in  the  bay  of  HonduraSy 
“ and  on  the  Mofquitto  fhore,  may  be  called  healthy, 
“ when  compared  with  thofe  of  Carpenters  river,  and 
“ Rio  Mortey  or  River  of  Death.  This  laft  was  fo 
named  by  the  Spaniardsy  from  the  death  of  all  thofe 
“ of  that  nation,  who,  at  different  times,  attempted  to 
“ make  a fettlement  upon  it. 

“ In  all  thofe  places,  as  in  other  unhealthy  cli- 
mates,  fevers  and  fluxes  are  fatal  to  Europeans -y  but 

“ that 

? P.  90.  t p.  98.  j p.  93, 
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“ that  denominated  the  yellow  fever  is  more  particu- 
“ larly  deftrudlive  to  them. 


“ I have  already  had  occaiion  to  mention  that  fever, 
“ but  having  confidered  this  matter  with  more  at- 
“ tention,  I am  now  of  opinion,  that  the  remarkable 
“ diffolution  of  the  blood,  together  with  the  tendency 
in  the  whole  body  to  putrefaction,  the  black  vomit- 
“ ing,  and  the  other  fymptoms  which  charadteriie  the 
yellow  fever,  are  often  accidental,  though  fatal,  ap- 
“ pearances  of  fevers  in  the  JVef -Indies  *. 


“ I have  perufed  many  F,nglifo  accounts,  both  in 
manufeript  and  print,  of  this  TV ef -Indian  yellow 
“ fever,  in  mofl;  of  which  the  authors  agreed  only  in 
“ the  common  epithet  of  yellow,  from  the  fkin  being 
freouently  tinged  of  that  colour.  But  the  fame 
appearance  is  ufual  in  almofl  all  intermitting  fevers, 
“ and  fo  cannot  be  a diflinguidiing  mark. 


“ Phyiicians  of  other  countries,  fuch  as  the  French 
“ and  Dutch^  give  various  names  to  the  TV efi-lndtan 
“ fevers  j neither  do  they  agree  in  afUgning  the  fame 
“ names  even  to  the  fame  diftemper. 


“ Two  French  phyficians,  who  pra£tifed  in  the  ifland 

“ of  St.  Domingo,  have  publifhed  an  account  of  the 

“ difeafes 
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“ difeafes  prev'alent  in  that  ifland.  The  firft,  Dr.  Che- 
valier.^ iniorms  us,  that  alnaoft  all  the  Europeans  who 
came  to  St.  Domingo.^  not  only  from  Curope^  but  from 
North-ylmerica.f  are  foon  after  their  arrival  attacked 
“ with  a malignant  fever,  formerly  called  Maladie  de 
“ Siam ; which  differs  from  the  autumnal,  ufual  in 
“ France,  only  in  being  a more  violent  and  a more  dan- 
« gerous  ficknefs.  A later  phyfician.  Dr.  Poijfonnier, 
“ who  pradifed  three  years  in  that  ifland,  fays, — The 
ttioft  frequent  and  fatal  fevers  which  attack  Furopeans, 
“ newly  arrived  at  St.  Domingo,  are,  either  the  true 
caufus,  or  ardent  fever,  in  a violent  degree ; or 
another  diftemper,  which  is  ftill  the  caufus,  or  ardent 
fever,  in  a lefs  dangerous  form 

Thefe  accounts  are  alfo  confirmed  by  Dr.  Rouppe,  in 
his  treatife  De  Morbis  Navigantium. 

F f The 

* Page  1 1 8— 1 19. 

Dr.  Poijfonnier  alfo  obferves,  that  the  fevers  in  St,  Bomingo  are  the 
fame  with  thofe  in  Europe,  and  they  only  differ  in  degree.  After  having 
enumerated  the  fymptoms  of  fevers  in  Europe,  he  adds,  ^ 

Voila  les  fymptomes  qui  la  font  reconnoitre  en  Europe,  et  ils  font  les 

memes  a S.  Dominique,  excepte  que  la  temperature  du  climate  les  rend 
encore  plus  redoubtable. 

Traitcdes  Fievres  de  Saint  Dominique,  p.  12.  A Paris,  1767. 
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The  concliilion 
fervations  is,  that 


deduced  by  Dr.  Find  from  thefe  ob- 
the  difeafes  of  ftrangers  in  different 


climates  bear  every  where  a great  ffmilitude 


To  thefe  accounts  of  fevers  in  different  parts  O'f  the 
world  may  be  added  that  given  by  Dr.  fcjnes  FinSy 
phyfician  at  Fdinburghy  in  his  Inaugural  Dijfertationy 
publifhed  in  September y 1768.  He  obferves,  that  a 
remitting  putrid  fever  raged  tit  Bengal  in  the  year  1762, 
accompanied  with  fymptoms,  which  he  fuppofes  en- 
tirely unknown  in  this  country  -f . Its  attack  was 

generally 

^ ElTay  on  Difeafes  incident  to  Europeans  in  hot  Climates,  p.  146. 

*f*  Bengaliae  anno  1762  degens,  morbum  hunc  longe  lateqne  fevientem 
viderim,  ac  phasnoma  in  ea  obfervaverim  medicis  noftratibus  fere  prorfus 
ignota. 

Eijfertatio  Be  Fehre  Remittente  putrida  paludum  qu<£  grajfabatur  in 
Bengalidy  A,  Z).  1762.  p.  i.  Edinhurgi^  1768. 

As  there  have  been  few  accounts  of  the  remitting  fever  of  Bengal: 
given  by  eye-witnefles,  it  may  be  agreeable  to  the  reader  to  perufe  Dr. 
Lind's  hiftory  of  it  in  his  own  words : 

Symptomata  et  curfus  morbi  ita  fefe  habebant : impetus  plerumque 
fubitaneus  eft,  et  incipit  fenfu  debilitatis,  ac  ingenti  fpirituum  proftratione  ^ 
accedunt  frigiditas  modo  major,  modo  minor,  vertigo,  naufea,  capitis  et 
iumborum  acerrimi  dolores,  manuumque  tremores  ^ vultus  eft  pallidus, 
cutis  vulgo  arida  et  conftrifta,  oculi  languidi  ac  graves,  celer  at  exilis 
pulfus,  anhelitus  plerumque  difficilis  et  fingultibus  interceptus., 

Progrediente  paroxyfmo,  algores  caloribus  vagis  intermifeentur  : hicce 
calor  brevi  fa(ftus  violentus  permanet,  augetur  naufea,  ct  in  quibufdam 

Yomitus- 
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generally  fudden,  and  begun  with  a fenfe  of  weak- 
nefs  and  great  proftration  of  fpirits.  Thefe  fymptom's 

were 


vomitus  fupervenit;  unde  magna  copia  bills  rejicituf  \ nec  raro  per  alvuiti 
bilis  quoque  dejiciebatur  •,  rubefcit  cutis,  tumidi  oculi,  et  interdum  baud 
parum  inflammati  funt : pulfus  evadit  plenior,  et  anhelitus  difficilior,  cum 
magna  inquietudine,  et  fiti  importiina  *,  attamen,  propter  naufeam,  po- 
tiones  seger  faftidlt  omnes ; lingua  fit  fordida  *,  ac  dolores  capitis,  et  lum  * 
borum  ingravefcunt  ^ delirium  fupervenit  *,  lenis  in  fade  apparet  mador, 
qui  fenfim  dcorfum  diffufus,  decrefcente  fymptomatum  violentia,  remii* 
fionem  inftare  demonftrat,  eaque  profufis  fudoribus  perficitur. 

Remittente  febre,  pulfus  fere  ad  naturalem  conditionem  redit : manent 
tamen  capitis  atque  lumborum  dolores,  licet  leviores,  ut  et  fapor  oris 
ingratus,  ac  proflratus  appetitus. 

Ingravefcente  morbo,  remiflionem  vix  notabilem  mox  fequebatur  alius 
paroxyfmus,  qui  fane  baud  ita  magno  tremore  incepit ; majore  tamen 
capitis  dolore,  fumma  follicitudine,  cardialgia,  naufea,  vomitu,  biiifque 
dejectionibus  *,  vomitus  et  dejediones  tamen  plerumque  albi  coloris  erant 
calcis  aqua  commiftae,  vel  ladis  illius  quod  ladentes  evomunt  adinftar, 
quando  materia  coagulata  plurimum  contrita  eft.  Fervor,  immodica  fitis, 
ac  deliria  eveniunt.  Lingua  evadit  fqualidior,  ac,  una  cum  dentibus  et 
interiore  labiorum  parte,  nigra  crufta  obtegitur  *,  fpiritus  calet  foetetque  ; 
incboatur  de  novo  remifiio  cum  fudore ; ea  tamen  fpatio  temporis  eft 
brevior,  nec  aeque  ac  prior  confpicua. 

Alteram  bancce  remiflionem  feqiutur  paroxyfmus,  in  quo  fymptomata 
prioribus  longe  erant  violentiora  *,  vomitus  ac  dejediones  magis  foetebant  % 
lingua,  dentes,  ac  labiorum  interiora  non  modo  atra  integebantur  crufta, 
verum  lingua  adeo  arebat  rigebatque,  ut  voces  parum  diftinde  efferrentur; 
deliria  gravia,  inquietude,  et  moleftia,  durante  pyrexia,  maxime  fiebant  ^ 
nec  prius  tolkbantur,  quam  fupervenerint  remilTio  ac  fudores. 
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were  fucceeded  by  fhudderings,  head-ach,  naufea, 
violent  pains  in  the  head  and  loins,  and  trembling 

of 

Si  febris  ita  invaluerit  in  tertio  paroxyfmo  ut  mors  fequatur,  quod 
fepius  obtigit,  nonnulli  segri  comatofi  evaferunt : in  aliis  delirium  eft 
vehementius.  Excreta  foetida,  ac  baud  fecus  quam  cadaver  olent ; exone- 
rationes  funt  involuntari^  *,  pulfus  celer,  exiguus,  et  irregularis,  adea 
ut  vix  dinumerare  aut  fentire  queas  •,  gelidus  toto  manat  corpore  fudor, 
pr^Ecipue  circa  caput  et  collum  ; facies  fit  Plippocratica,  et  convulfa  j 
asgroti  ftragula  carpunt,  et  floccos  legnnt ; fubit  tendinum  fubfukus ; in 
tergo  folum  recumbunt  \ fenfim  ad  imam  ledli  partem  dilabuntur ; extre- 
mitates  evadunt  frigidae  ac  livid^  \ dein  corripiuntur  convulfionibus, 
qua;  tragoediam  claudunt. 

Urina  in  primo  impetu  pallida  ac  coloratior  paulatim  fiebat,  fine  ulla 
fubfidentia. 

Petechias  raro  aut  nunquam  occurrebant  ^ et  fudamina  (Prickly  heat) 
qiias  antea  in  cute  fuere,  ftatim  atque  febris  apparuit,  evanefeebant. 

H^c  erat  communis  fymptomatum  forma : interdum  tamen  alia  in  aliis 
asgris  fuerunt  ph^enomena,  diverfis  ejufdem  anni  temporibus,  e.  g.  Pulfus 
in  quibufdam  initio  erat  celer,  in  aliis  pro  fymptomatibus  varius.  Cutis 
plerumque  paroxyfmi  principio  arida : in  quibufdam  humida,  ac  fudore 
obdudta  erat  ab  ipfis  morbi  primordiis. 

Menfe  Septembri,  qiiando  vel  maxime  grafiabatur  morbus,  remiffiones 
Valde  fuere  imperfeclas  et  obfeurjE  : ingruence  autem  hieine,  ac  tempore 
anni  falubriori  redeunte,  remilTiones  erant  magis  conftantes,  et  morbus  ad 
naturam  febrium  intermittentium  quam  proximo  accedebat,  donee  tandxm 
nihil  erat  quo  ab  his  difierebat : in  nonnullis  vix  remilTiones  perciperes, 
febrifque  per  duas  feptimanas  duravit,  nec  fanatis  nec  mortuis  tegrotis,  ea 
qua  plurimi  aegrotabant  tempeftate.  Cum  morbus  in  uno  eodemque 
tenore  perftabat,  morte  plerumque  finiebatur  : mitefeente  autem  ccelo, 
interdum  paucorum  dierum  fpatio  ex  continua  ordinata  fiebat  intermittens ; 
ac  JEger,  ni  jecur  affeftum  eflet,  quod  baud  raro  accidit,  convalefcebat. 
Paroxyfmus  quifque  fubfequens  precedents  erat  periculofior  ; tertius  faspius 
fuil  funeftus,,  nonnulli  etiam  in  primo  interiere.  Ibid.  p.  ii — 16^ 
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of  the  hands ; the  countenance  was  pale,  the  Ikin 
dry,  the  eyes  languid  and  heavy,  the  pulfe  quick  and 
fmall,  the  breathing  difficult,  and  fometimes  inter- 
rupted by  a hiccup.  In  the  progrefs  of  the  paroxyfm 
there  were  frequent  interchanges  of  heat  and  cold, 
the  pain  in  the  head  and  loins  increafed,  and  a deli- 
rium came  on,  which  continued  till  a gentle  moifture 
appeared  upon  the  face,  and  was  gradually  diffufed 
over  the  whole  body.  This  diaphorehs  brought  on 
a remiffion,  and  a profufe  fweat  rendered  it  com- 
plete. 


CONCLUSION. 

/ 

This  hiftory  of  fevers  in- different  countries,  from  the 
age  of  Hippocrates  to  the  prefent  times,  however  tedious 
or  prolix  it  may  appear,  will  not,  if  the  importance 
of  the  fubjedl  is  duly  conhdered,  be  deemed  unneceffary. 
An  opinion  hath  univerfally  prevailed,  that  no  two  difeafes 
are  more  unlike  than  the  fevers  of  one  country,  and  of  one 
period  or  conftitution,  are  to  thofe  of  another  j and  from 
thence  hath  arifen  infinite  perplexity  in  reducing  each 
fever  to  its  proper  clafs ; but  as  the  minute  circumffiances, 
by  which  this  point  is  ufually  decided,  are  numerous, 
and  the  courle  of  thefe  dileales  rapid,  fevers  very  often 
prove  fatal  before  it  is  determined  to  what  clafs  they 

belonr, 
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belong,  v/hen  by  an  early  and  intrepid  application  of  pro- 
per remedies,  they  might  have  been  happily  removed  *. 

I 

Tlie  hiftory  of  fevers,  in  the  days  of  Hippocrates, 
was  limple  and  conliftent;  and  the  theory  of  his  fuc- 
ccllbrs,  Afclepiades  and  ‘Themifon,  was  not  fo  intricate  as 
to  prove  injurious  to  pradtice.  Difeafes  were  fuppofed 
by  them  to  arife,  either  from  too  great  laxity  or  rigi- 
dity of  the  fibres,  and  the  cure  confifted  in  corredling 
thefe  extremes.  But  the  dodrine  of  the  humours  and 
temperaments  was  at  length  introduced  by  Galen,  and 
his  authority  rofe  to  fuch  a pernicious  height  as  to  draw 
phyficians  from  an  attention  to  the  progrefs  of  nature, 
and  tempt  them  to  wreft  the  appearances  of  difeafes  in 
fupport  of  a favourite  theory.  Error  and  confufion 
then  prevailed,  and  reafon  was  entirely  banifiaed  from 
the  ftudy  of  medicine. 

Succeeding  writers  either  copied  the  miflakes  of  their 
predeceflbrs,  or  endeavoured  to  explode  received  opi- 
nions, 

* Extin(5la  nna  fehrium  fpecie,  novoque  glifeente  malo  anceps  rurfum 
hasreo,  qua  mihi  via  infiftendum,  ut  aegris  fubveniam,  ac  proinde  nifi 
ingenti  exhibita  cautela  intentifque  omnibus  animi  nervis,  vix  ac  ne  vix 
quidem  efficere  poffum,  ne  unus,  aut  alter  eorum,  qui  fe  primi  meae  curje 
commiferunc  vita  periclitetur,  donee  invelligato  jugiter  tandemque  perfpedlo 
morbi  genio,  ad  eundem  perdomandum  redto  pede  et  intrepidus  denuo 
procedam, 

Sydenhami  Opera^  De  Epidemicis^  cap.  ii.  p.  44. 
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nions,  only  to  make  way  for  others  ftill  more  abfurd 
and  ridiculous.  In  this  lituation  did  Lord  Bacon  find 
the  medical  art,  and  moft  judicioufiy  pointed  out  its 
faults,  and  the  proper  method  of  corredting  them. 

> Harvejt  following  thefe  hints,  foon  after  difcovered 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  ; and  ever  fince  medicine 
hath  been  cultivated  on  a more  rational  plan. 

One  great  caufe  of  uncertainty  hath  arifen  from  the 
multiplication  of  names  and  diftindlions ; and  this  hath 
not  been  more  prejudicial  in  any  branch  of  medicine 
than  that  which  relates  to  the  treatment  of  fevers. 

In  my  early  pradlice  I endeavoured,  with  care  and 
attention,  to  inveftigate  the  fymptoms  by  which  the 
various  fpecies  of  fevers  were  to  be  diftinguifhed,  and 
attributed  my  want  of  fuccefs  to  a defedl  of  penetration  ; 
but  having  had  many  opportunities,  in  a very  extenfive 
pradlice,  of  obferving  their  different  appearances,  and 
finding  a ftrong  refemblance  in  all  of  them,  I was  at 
length  perfuaded,  that  many  unneceffary  and  perplex- 
ing divifions  had  been  affumed,  which  were  not  founded 
in  nature,  but  contrived  to  decorate  or  fupport  a fa- 
vourite hypothefis.  After  the  ftrideft  enquiry,  I 
could  only  obferve  three  kinds  of  fever  ; one,  of  the 
putrid  clafs,  attended  with  remiffions  and  intermiffions  j 
another,  which  is  the  concomitant  of  inflammation ; 
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and  a third,  in  which  the  fymptoms  of  inflamma- 
tion and  putrefaaion  are  combined.  But  this  be- 
ing matter  of  fad,  and  not  of  opinion,  I did  not  fup- 
pofe  that  cither  the  experience  by  which  I had  been 
convinced,  or  any  arguments  which  might  be  ad- 
v'anced,  could  gain  credit  to  an  aiTertion  fo  oppoflte  to 
prejudices,  eftabliflied,  almofl;  without  contradidion, 
from  the  age  of  Galen  to  the  prefent  time.  I was 
therefore  refolved,  by  fearching  the  records  of  antiquity, 
to  endeavour  to  trace  thefe  errors  to  their  fource ; and 
it  now  appears,  from  the  hiftory  of  fevers  which  hath  al- 
ready been  delivered,  xhzX  Hippocrates  deferibed  only  two 
kinds  of  that  difeafe.  Galen  introduced  many  unneceflTary 
and  perplexing  diftindions,  which  were  implicitly  adopted 
by  fucceeding  writers ; but  all,  who  have  copied  from 
nature,  have  uniformly  deferibed  the  fame  appearances 
in  all  the  different  countries  and  ages  of  the  world.  Yet 
fo  deep  an  impreffion  hath  the  opinion  concerning  the  di- 
verflty  of  fevers  made,  even  on  the  mofl;  judicious  phyfl- 
cians,  that  they  often  deferibe  the  fame  appearances  under 
different  names  j and  aferibe  complaints,  which  are 
common  to  every  age  and  country,  to  the  particulai 
influence  of  the  climate,  where  they  have  made  their 

obfervations. 

The  conftitutions  of  difeaffs,  recorded  by  Syden- 
ham, have,  upon  his  own  authority,  been  reckoned 

different 
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different  from  each  other ; but  whoever  views  them, 
without  prejudice,  will  be  convinced,  that  they  agree 
uniformly  in  their  charafteriflic  appearances,  not  only 
with  each  other,  but  with  thofe  defcribed  by  Hippocrates^ 
Celfus^  Dr.  IVillis^  Dr.  Morton^  Dr.  Boerhaave,  Dr. 
Huxhamy  Dr.  Home.,  Dr.  Grainger^  Mr.  Cleghorn,  Dr. 
RuJfeP  Biv  fohn  Pringle,  Dr.  7^/,  YHx.  Donald  Monroe, 
Dr.  Brocklejby,  the  colledlions  made  by  Dr.  Lind  of 
Hafar  hofpital,  and  the  account  of  the  Bengal  fever 
given  by  Dr.  Lind  of  Ldinbugh.  Many  other  proofs 
might  be  adduced ; but  thefe  are  fufficient  to  eftablifh 
this  important  fa£t,  that  acute  epidemic  fevers  have,  in 
all  ages  and  in  all  countries,  bore  a flrong  refemblance 
to  each  other  j and  though  they  have  been  attended 
with  fuch  minute  differences,  as  mufl:  always  arife  from 
the  different  conftitution  of  the  patient  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  and  have  varied  in  the  violence  or  mildnefs 
of  the  fymptoms,  yet  the  charadleriftic  figns,  which 
alone  can  mark,  or  give  name  to  a difeafe,  have  been 
uniform  and  invariable,  and  therefore,  though  fome  al- 
lowance ought  to  be  made  for  particular  exceptions,  yet 
the  fame  general  treatment  mufl  be  univ'erfally  applica- 
ble. 

But  though  a mofl  intricate  divifion  of  difeafes  hath 

O 

hitherto  obflruiled  the  progrefs  of  medicine,  yet  the 
fimilarity,  which  univerfally  obtains,  hath  not  altogether 

G g efcaped 
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efcaped  the  obfervation  of  feveral  learned  and  judicious 
phyficians,  whofe  concurring  teflimony  may  be  deemed 
a fufficient  proof  of  any  ladl:,  however  oppofite  to 
theories  and  fpeculative  opinions,  unwarily  adopted 

without  an  accurate  hiftorical  examination. 

“ Febris  una  epidemia,  quam  fingulis  autumnis  jam 
“ per  quatuor  luftra  annorum  folenniter  repullulare 
“ obfervavl,  fuit  vere  fimplex  et  qu$  cortice 

“ tempeftive  exhibito  Temper  cedere  folebat.  Neque 
“ conftitutio  variolofa,  eryfipelatofa,  fcarlatina,  rheu- 
“ matica,  anginofa,  pleuritica,  vel  li  qua  fit  alia,  in 
“ una  vel  altera  anni  tempeftate  graffata,  adeo  venenum 
“ autumnale  mutavit,  ut  febris  epidemia,  in  tot  an- 
norum  decurfu,  a typo  folito  quicquam  defledteret, 
“ aut  novo  diverfoque  tenore  procederet*. 

“ Eft  et  alia  ratio,  qute  medicinse  curiofis  Hippo- 
“ cratis  libros  epidemiorum  prjEcipue  commendet,  quod 
“ in  febribus  curandis  toti  funt.  Hoc  etenim  morbi 
“ crenus,  uti  prje  caeteris  viilgare  eft,  ita  propter  atro- 
“ citatem  cafuum  artem  medicam  impenfius  defiderat. 
“ Morborum  nonnulli  peculiar!  vel  loco  vel  etiam  faeculo 
ingravefcunt ; febres  fere  folae  funt  omnibus  asque 
terrarum  partibus,  omnibus  aeque  feculorum  aetatibus 
“ communes.  Ita  ut  Hippocrates  huic  de  febribus  fer- 

“ moni, 


* Morton  de  Febribus,  p.  163.  i\ppendix.  No.  I.  Note  A. 


and  of  the  Opinions  cosscerning  them.  227 

moni,  veriflimo  fenfu,  epidemiorum  nomen  indiderit. 
“ Etiam  id  obfervatu  dignum  eft,  quod  ubi  anni  eon- 
“ ftitutio  eflet  admodum  diverfa,  ut  in  libro  primo  ct 
**  tertio  notatur,  eadeni  Fuerit  febrium  fpecies,  eandem- 
“ que  tradlandi  rationem  fuggeflerit. 


“ Febres  his,  quas  delineat  Hippocrates,  nequaquam 
“ abftmiles,  et  ort®  funt  omni  tempore,  et,  credo, 
“ orientur : quod  ex  omnium  authorum,  prajfertim  e 
“ Sydenhami  fcriptis  evincitur.  Hie  multa  cum  fua 
“ laude,  morem  Hippocratem  fecutus,  febres,  qu^  in 
“ quoque  annorum  ftatu  increbuerint,  diligenter  atque 
“ enueleate  defcripftt ; de  quo  tamen  opere  liceat  mihi 
“ dicere,  quod  utcunque,  ftve  loci  pofttione,  live 


“ conftitutione  aeris,  ab  Anglia  longiflime  diferepet 
“ Thafos^  inter  febres  et  ab  illo  et  ab  Hippocrate  adum- 
bratas  minimum  interftt  diferiminis.  Id  quoque 
“ vere  mihi  videor  efle  didlurus,  febres  ipfas,  quas  pro 
“ varia  annorum  temperatione  in  diftindlas  fpecies  di- 
“ gerit  Sydenhanius,  non  multum  a fe  inviceni  ab- 
horrere.  Etenim,  ft  forte  petechialem  exceperis, 
gradu  potius,  quam  genere  funt  diffimiles.  Nulla 
“ quippe  unquam,  in  quacunque  tempeftate,  apparuit 
“ febris,  ubi  ita  conftanter  ftbi  invicem  refponderint 
“ nota:,  ut,  quas  in  uno  homiae  ftmul  colligatas  inve- 
“ neris,  eadem  pariter  in  altero  coevenirent:  nec  taraen 
“ ideo  non  eoden:>  illos  morbo  affici  dixeris.  H^ec  ita 
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“ fe  liabere  argil menti  loco  fit,  ipfa  horum  morboriim 
“ tracSatio  : nam  ad  vuiiverios  oclo,  quas  clariflimiis  vii 
“ difiinguit,  fcbrium  (pecies  fimilem  plane  medendi 
“ rationem  accomniodatum  vddeo.  lantum  abiuit,  ut 
“ in  diverfas  curandi  vias  procefferit.  Scribit  quidem  Sy- 
denhamus,  Fehres  contitiiiasita  toto,  quod  aiunt,  ccelo  dif- 
ferre,  ut  qtia  rnethodo,  currente  anno,  cegrotos  liberaveris, 
eadem  ipfa,  anno  jam  vertente  e medio  tollas* fed  fi 
metbodum  qua  ufus  eft  idem  fciiptor  in  Iiilce  fe 
“ bribes,  generis  (ut  vuit)  diilimillimi,  cuiandis,  quaqu>- 
“alle  maxime  excelluit,  contemplemur,  nullum  omnino 
“ hujus  rei  reperiemus  veftigium.  Ita  fere  fupervacua 
“ eft  omnis,  qua;  nimis  curioie  fit,  diftindtio . et  pre- 
{ertim  medicma;  irudioios  adco  parum  juvat,  utpotius 
in  errorem  agat:  falfo  nimirum  opinantes,  cum  cei- 
“ tarn  quandam  morbo  cuilibet  proprietatis  notam 
“ affedtam  viderint,  propriam  itidem  effe  omnino  fuam 
“ cuique  medendi  normani  d'. 


“ It  is  well  known,  (fays  Mr.  C leghorn)  that  conta- 

“ gious  intermittent,  and  remittent  fevers  of  the  tertian 

“ kind,  are  anniverfary  diftempers  in  feveral  of  the 

warmer  climates,  both  \x\Europe,  Africa,  America’, 

“ and  even  in  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  they  are 

“ often  epidemical,  after  extraordinary  hot  fummers 

» By 

* Sydenhami  opera,  De  Morbis  Epidemicis,  cap.  ii.  p.  43  44* 

+ Friend  opera,  p.  238.  Appendix,  No.  I.  Note  B. 

J Hoffman.  Med.  Rat.  tom.  iv.  cap.  iv.  feft.  i.  Short’s  Hiftory  of  the 

Weather,  &c.  Anno  Domini  1237,  1540?  ^55^->  ^574->  1652,  1657,  1669. 
Wincringham,  anno  1719,  and  Vanfw.  Comment  in  Aphor.  Boerhaave,  767. 
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By  all  I have  been  able  to  learn  of  them  from  authors, 
“ there  is  a great  analogy  among  them  every  where  ; — 
“ and  I am  perfuaded  it  may  fafely  be  laid  dovrn,  as 
“ a general  rule  in  all  cafes  of  danger,  to  give  the 
“ bark  liberally  and  without  hefltation  about  the  third 
“ or  fourth  period  of  the  difeafe,  whether  evacuations 
“ have  been  previoufly  ufed  or  not 


‘fFebriles  morbos  bene  multos  obfervavi,  perplures 
“ evolvi  accuratas  febrium  hiftorias,  et  quo  plus  circa  rein 
“ intendi  animum,  eo  magis  perfuafum  habui,  omnes 
“ primarias  febres,  ne  una  quidem  excepta,  efTe  in- 
“ ilammatorias,  putridas,  intermittentes,  aut  ex  illis 
“ complicatas.  Nec  quicquam  obflat  enormis  ille  fe- 
“ brium  catalogus,  qui  rnedicime  progreflibus  obftitit 
“ quidem,  nullatenus  vero,  favente  ccelo,  numerum 
“ morborum  auxit.  Variis  enini  nominibus  fepe  eun- 
“ dem  morbum  indicaverunt  j alias,  et  plerumque  ex 
“ fymptomatibus,  negledta  caufa,  nomenclaturam  de- 
“ ducentes,  tot  finxerunt  nomina  quot  paulo  graviora 
“ fymptomata  in  febrili  praxi  occurrebant.  Dum  ta- 
“ men  nemo  nefcit,  eamdem  caufam  pro  varia  vi,  varia 
“ fede,  varia  aegri  idiofincrafia,  varia  regione,  varia 
“ tempeftate,  varia  imprimis  curatione,  fymptomata 

“ in- 


^ Cleghorn’s  Obfervations  on  the  Dlfeafes  in  Minorca,  chap.  iii.  p.  216 — 
217.  Second  edition.  London^  1^62, 
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“ innumera,  facie  quidem  diverfa,  eadem  tamen  fecure 
“ refciijdenda  producere  pofle 

* S.  A.  D.  Tiflbt,  &c.  Opufcula  Medica,  p.  13—14-  etCelHs, 

1769.  Appendix,  No.  1.  Note  C. 
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CHAP.  vn. 

’The  Hiftory  of  the  various  Methods  propofed  for 

the  Cure  of  Fevers. 

\ 

Having  thus  confidered  the  appearances  of 
fevers  in  different  countries  and  periods,  I now 
proceed  to  enquire  what  methods  of  cure  have  been 

propofed,  and  to  point  out  thofe  which  have  proved 
mofl  fuccefsful. 

Hippocrates  hath  fcarcely  attempted  any  method  of 
cure.  His  defign  feems  to  have  been  to  afcertain  the 
appearances  of  fevers,  the  different  crifes  by  which  they 
were  naturally  terminated,  and  to  point  out  the  figns 
by  which  fome  judgment  might  be  formed  concerning  the 
danger  with  which  they  were  accompanied.  On  this 
foundation,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  he  hoped  at  length  to 
eftablifh  ufeful  indications  of  cure,  judging  it  improper 
to  preferibe  precipitately,  without  colledling  a fufficient 
number  of  fafis,  by  which  he  might  be  direded  in  the 

d-  choice 
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choice  of  fafe  and  efficacious  remedies.  Accordingly 
he  often  afferts,  that  a phyhcian  may  be  enabled,  by 
careful  and  attentive  obfervation,  to  know  epidemic 
difeafes,  and  with  certainty  foretell  the  event ; but  he 
doth  not  pretend  to  have  difcovered  an  efte^tual  method 
of  cure.  He  delivers  fome  precepts  concerning  the 
diet  of  the  Tick,  and  recommends  hydromel  and  other 
diluting  drinks ; but  prefcribes  no  medicine  by  which 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  fevers  might  be  altered,  or  their 

periods  ffiortened. 

Afclepiadcs  boafted  of  having  difcovered  a certain 
and  effedual  method  of  removing  fevers ; but,  fo  far 
as  may  be  judged  from  the  account  of  his  pradice,  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  through  the  medium  of  other  writings,  his 
principal  hope  of  fuccefs  was  founded  on  a Mful  di- 
redion  of  the  diet  and  regimen  of  the  lick,  and  efpe- 
cially  on  the  ufe  of  wine,  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 
introduced  into  pradice.  He  profeffed,  as  many  of  his 
fucceffors  have  alfo  done,  to  ufe  the  fever  itfelf  as  a 
remedy,  and  judged  it  necefmry  that  the  ftrength 
fhould  be  reduced,  in  the  early  period  oi  the  dif- 
eafe,  by  watching  and  abftinence ; but  in  the  ad- 
vanced ftage  he  indulged  his  patients  even  to  luxury. 
Fie  juflly  negleded  the  critical  days,  which  had  been 
fo  much  infilled  on  by  his  predeceflors. 


Galen 


Galen  greatly  enlarged  the  Materia  Medica  and 
departed  from  that  fimple  pradlice  which  had  prevailed 
in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  world.  He  prefcribed  bleed- 
ing and  bathing,  and  pretended  to  fhorten  the  ufual 
periods  of  fevers.  But  in  his  choice  of  remedies  he 
hath  been  as  unfortunate  as  in  his  theory  of  difeafes; 
deferting  the  paths  of  experience  and  obfervation,  and 
being  influenced  by  a falfe  fyftem  of  philofophy,  he 
divided  medicines  into  different  tribes,  accommo- 
dated to  the  temperaments  of  the  human  body,  from 
thence  deducing  the  different  claffes  of  heating, 
cooling,  drying,  and  moiftening  remedies.  The  fame 
theory  fuggefted  a further  diviflon  into  incraffa- 
ting,  attenuating,  relaxing,  and  aftringent  medi- 
cines ; and  by  a further  extenfion  of  thefe  ridi- 
culous fpeculatidns  another  clafs  was  formed,  fuppofed 
to  exert  their  virtues  on  certain  parts  of  the  human 
body : fuch  are  the  various  articles  in  the  Materia 
Medica^  known  by  the  titles  of  cephalics,  ftomachics, 
hepatics,  hyfterics,  and  many  other  no  lefs  whimflcai 
diftindions. 

H h Pa7  ^acelfus 

^ Galen  informs  us,  that  benevolence  had  prompted  him  again  to  write 
on  the  Materia  Medica^  becaufe  fome  of  his  difeourfes  concerning  the  com- 
pofition  of  medicines  were  loft,  v/hen  the  temple  of  Peace^  and  the  library 
belonging  to  the  palace  were  burnt.  It  w.ere  to  be  wiflied  that  many  other 
of  his  works  had  fliared  the  fame  fate,  and  that  he  had  fpared  himfelf  the 
trouble  of  a republication. 

Lib.  Ds  Comfofitione  Me  die  ament  or  um-^  cap.  i.  & ii* 
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Faracelfus  introduced  chemical  medicines,  and  there- 
by opened  a treafure  which)  under  a prudent  regu- 
lation, would  have  proved  a valuable  acceflion  to" 
the  Materia  Medica ; but  the  abfurd  ufe  of  thefe  re- 
medies rendered  them  for  fome  time  rather  deftru(5live: 
than  beneficial  to  mankind.- 

But  greater  aBufes  arole  from  combining  the  enthii- 
fiafm  of  religion  with  the  myfteries  of  phyfic  ; and 
from  hence  fprung,  the  inventions  of  amulets,  charms,; 
and  incantations,  whichr  ptevailed  for  fome  time,  and^ 
entirely  baniflied  reafon,  obfervation,  and  experiment,- 
This  engine  was  equally  fuited  to  the  deceit  of  the  in- 
triguing impoflor,  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  fuperflitious 
devotee.  Difeafes  were  ihterpreted  as  punifhments  in- 
filled by  God  upon  a fihful  world.  The  fecrets  of  the. 
chemifis  were  rejedted,  , and  thofe  alone  were,  held  in 
efteem  which  Bad'  been  communicated  by  the  Holy, 
Spirit  to  the  faithful  and  devout  fervants  of  God,  as  a 
reward  for  their  fteady  and  earneft  application  to  the. 
duties  ofireligion.*.. 


Thouglii 


* Imo  demonftravi,'  et  materiam’fpiritualemque  auram  ipfius  Arch^i,’ 
nedum  efle  objedlum,  in  quod  primum  omnia  morborum  fpecula  acuuntur:  - 
verum  etiam  effe  ipfam  materiam,  et  qua  circa  quam,  iliius  fabri 

a^fluationcsj 
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Though  thefe  opinions  may,  in  this  age,  be  fuppofed 
too  abfurd  ever  to  have  gained  credit,  yet  for  fome  time 

they 


ieftuationes,  exuiidationes,  atque  exorbitationes,  circa  propriam  perniciem 
conlingunt.  Illam  nimirum  efle  pcccati  flultam  fobolern,  dum  fe  homo  a 
Deo  avertit,  non  nifi  deinceps  omnia  ftolide  in  proprium  exitrum  con- 
vertere. — At  faltem  cun6la  uni  infidiantur  vit^,  tutorique  Archaeo,  unde 
principium  deducunt.  Itaque  ad  unitatem  perpetuo  collimando,  Deum 
contemplabimur,  ut  vitas  unicum  fontem  gloriofiflimum,  pr^fidem,  uni*- 
cumque  morborum  omnium  permifTorem  : ita  et  eundem  datorem  remedii 
in  imitate  fui  typi,  occafionaliter,  ampliterque  magis  venerabimur. — Inftare 
enim  tempus  conjicio,  quo  omnipotens  bonitas,  kus  fidelibus,  morborum 
ha(5tenus  incognitam  feientiam,  et  eflentiam  manifeftabit.  — Nec  enim 
credibile  eft,  divinam  bonitatem,  poft  detedam  morborum  intimam  efterb- 
tiam,  deinceps  etiam  fu^  unitatis  dotalia  remedia,  fidelibus  abfeondi- 
turam. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  enthufiaftic  notions,  the  cure  of  difeafes  was  ta 
be  accomplifhed  by  offering  an  acceptable  facrifice  to  the  enraged  fpirit 
which  had  been  commiffioned  to  excite  them. 

Quapropter  de  Synarthrofi,  pace,  quiete,  ac  docilitate  Archaei,  princi- 
paliter  contemplando  primum  per  hiftoriolas  aliquot  me  cxplicabo.  Hy- 
bernus  quidem  Butler  nomine,  magnus  olim  apud  Jacobum  regem  Anglian, 
detentus  in  carcere  caftri  Vilvordiee.,  mifertufque  cujus  Baitlii  mdnachi 
Francifeani,  celeberimi  concionatoris  Gallo-Britaniy  etiam  incarcerati,  for- 
midandum  Eryfipelas,  in  Brachio  habentis,  quodam  vefpere,  cum  pene 
defperaret  sger,  in  cochleari  laeftis  Amygdalani,  intinxit  celeriter,  quen- 
dam  lapillum,  ftatimque  inde  retraxit.  Dixit  autem  cuftodi  carceris ; 
.porrige  ifti  monachq,  hanc  forbitionem,  et  quantumcumqiie  inde  cceperit, 
faltem  infra  honilam  fanus  erit.  Quod  etiam  fic  even  it,  cum  fumma 
cuftodis  admiratione,  segroque  infeio,  tarn  repentina  fanitas  alluxiffet, 
cum  fe  ignoraret  aliquid  affumpfiffe.  Brachiuni  namque  ejus  finiftrum, 

H h 2 im.m.enfe 
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they  totally  obftruded-  the  improvement  of  medicine 
and  if  we  conflder  the  ignorance  and  barbarity  in  which 
the  fcience  was  involved,  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafb 
century,,  inftead.  of  being  furprized.  that  it.  hath  not  yet 

arrived 


immenfe  ante  tumidumvConeidk  ficiit  ftktim  aB  altera  vix  difcerneretur.  Se^ 
quenti  mane  a map;natibns  rogatus,  Vilvordiam  veni,  ut  teftis  adtorum  fui. 
Contraxi  itaque  ciwn  Butlero  amicitiam,,.vidi  dein  ftatim.vetulam,  lotricem,,. 
ab  anais  fedecem,  aut  circiter,  intolerabfli,Hemicrania  laborantem  ftatini 
etiam  curatam  me  prasfente.  Nimirum  eundem  lapillum.  obiter  intinxit. 
cochleari,  olei  olivarum,  atque  lap  ilium ‘ftatim  abfterfit  lambendo,  atqae 
in  thecam  thoracis  repofuit.  Iftud  autem  cochleare  olei  iafudit  in  lagenulam^ 
olei.  Cujns  unicam  guttam  jufTit  inungi  capiti  - praefati  - anus.  Quae  inde- 
confeftim  fanata  eft  et  fana  reman  fit  in  annos  aliquot,  quot  atteftor. . Stupui 
quafi  alter  Mydas  fadus.^ — At  ille  me  obridens  dixit : nifi  eo  devenias 
chariflime  quod  unico  remedio  queas  . curare  quemlibet.  morbum,,  manebis 
in  tyrociHio,,  utcunque  fenex  evaferis. . 


Many  other  miraculous' cures  are  related,  and  accounted ' for  on  the: 
principle  of  conciliating  the.  favour,  of  the  enraged  fpirit  by  an  acceptable^ 
peace-offering. 


Vulgi  autem  labile  et  otiofurn  ingenium,  in  arduis  ac  infolitis,  diabolic^:' 
fraudi  tantam  reftitutionum  benignitatem  libentius  confecrat,  quam  divine  * 
bonitati,  humanse  naturse  conditori,  amatori,  falvatori,  refedlori,  pauperum- 
que  patri.  Enimvero  quia- nefcivere  hadlenus  totum  morborum  am- 
bitum  concludi  inter  impetum  facientem  fpiritum  vitae.' — 'Ego  vero  nolens 
beneficia  Dei  in  diaboliim  referre, , propinquius  inveftigando  compcri 
imprimis  res  omnes  conftare  femine  invifibili.rr- Adeoque.remedium  rcfpicic 
pacem  ac  quietem  Archsei  in  fui 'fimplicitatc.— Plurima  igitur  cedunt  mala,^ 
propter  appenfa  foris  amiileta. 

HdiHcnt.  Butler.  p»-358 — 361.  Appendix,  No.  1.  NoteD.-  . 
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arrived  to  greater  perfedlion,  we  fhall  have  reafon  to 
admire  the  efforts  by  which  it  hath  been  refciied  from 
the  groffeft  prejudices  and  abfurdity. 

The  circulation  of  the  blood  being  difcovered,.  the 
doffrine  of  medicines,  cooling  in  the  firft  degree,  and 
heating  in  the  fecond,  could  no  longer  be  maintained 
and  the  theory  of  condudling  remedies  to  certain  parts,, 
before  they  fhould  be  let  loofe  to  produce  their  effedls, 
was  abolifhed..  Their  virtues,  indeed,  were  flill  ex- 
plained on  mechanical  principles  j but  the  mofl:  rational- 
and  judicious  practical  phyficians  contented  themfelves 
with  judging  of  the  power- of  medicines  from  their  ef- 
fedts. 

The  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  Bark  was  foon  after  intro- 
duced ; and  as  it  is  of  fuch  high  importance  to  man- 
kind to  ftate  fairly  the  merits  of  this  remedy,  it  will, 
not,  probably,  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  prefent  fubjed: 
to  trace  its-  hiftory,  from,  its  firff.  introdu<5tion  into 
Europe  to  the  prefent  time. 

Though  America  was  difcovered  in  the  beginning 
of  the  1 6th  century,  yet  Peruvian  bark  was  entirely • 
unknown  to  Europeans  till  the  middle  of  the  17th. 
The.  natives,  incenfed  againlt  their  new-  neighbours,, 

becaiifc* 
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becaufe  of  the  hoftile  manner  in  which  they  invaded 
their  country,  induftrioufly  concealed  this  remedy,  the 
powerfvd  effedls  of  which  they  themfelveshad  experienced. 
But  that  fecrecy  could  not  be  long  maintained  with 
refpedl;  to  a remedy  of  fuch  fovereign  efficacy. 

The  wife  of  th.&  Vice-Roy  of  Peru,  being  dangeroufly 
ill  of  a^tertian  fever,  which  is  ufually  epidemic  in  that 
country,  was  cured  by  the  Peruvian  bark.  When  the 
Vice-Roy  returned  to  Spain,  the  fame  of  this  new  febri- 
fuge fpread  .over  that  kingdona,  under  the  title  of  Phe 
Powder  of  the  Countefs  of  Cinchon,  whom  it  had  almoft 
•miraculoufly  reftored  to  health  in  Peru,  and  by  whom 
it  was  introduced  into  Europe.  After  innumerable 
trials,  its  virtues  were  perfectly  afcertained,  and  it  con- 
ftantly  anfwered  the  high  expedlations  which  had  been 
raifed  of  its  efficacy.  It  became  more  and  more  famous 
in  Spain,  and  its  reputation  fpread  over  Italy  even  to 
Rome. 

As  phyfic,  as  well  as  other  branches  of  fclence,  was 
at  that  time  chiefly  cultivated  by  the  Roman-Catholic 
clergy,  the  knowledge  of  it  was  foon  imparted  to  Cardinal 
De  Lugo,  a jefuit ; and  it  was  charitably  dirtributed 
amongfl;  the  religious  orders  and  the  poor  by  the  cardi- 
nal, and  the  other  fathers  of  the  jefuits  college  tit  Rome. 


2 
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About  the  year  1650  it  was  imported  into  Englandy. 
under  the  title  of  ‘The  fefuit's  Powder.^  where  it  was 
alfo  attended  with  invariable  efficacy.  Many  circum- 
ftances,  however,  concurred  to  prevent  its  being  uni- 
verfally  adopted  ; and  it  was  at  length  almoft  entirely 
rejected  from  the  Materia-Medica, 

Though  learnins:  had  been  revived  almoft  two  hun~- 

o o 

dred' years  before  this  tera,  yet.  it  made  very,  fmall  pro- 
grefs,  efpecially  with  refpecft-.  to  the  improvement  of 
medicine  j and  the  ignorance,  ambition,  and  avarice  of  “ 
phyftcians,  combined,  with  the  fuperftition  of  the  vul- 
gar, to  deprive  mankind'  of  the  advantage  which  might- 
have  been  reaped  from  the  extenftve  application  of  this' 
fovereign  remedy.. 

The  old  phyftcians,.  who  are  generally  fuppofed  the 
nioft  intelligent,,  wedded  to  received  prejudices  and 
opinions,  liftened  not  only- with  indifference,  but  difplea- 
fure,  to  the  teftimonies  in  favour  of  a remedy,  which  ren- 
dered ineffedtual  the  rules  they  had  conftantly  inculcated, 
and  altered  a routine  of  practice  from  which  they  could 
not  depart,  without  confeffing,  that  their  long  expe- 
rience had  never  diredled  them  to  a certain  method  of 
curing  fevers,  and  ■ tacitly  owning,  that  young  phyft- 
cians, of  little  pradlice,  .were,  by  means  of  this  difcovery, 

rendered- 
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rendevcd  as  ikiltul  in  the  treatment  of  them  as  the  eldeft 
and  moft  experienced  of  the  profeffion. 

Apothecaries,  fearing  that  their  gains  would  be  di- 

miniilied  by  this  fuccind  method  of  curing  fevers, 

entered  into  alTociations  againft  it  and  the  luperflition 

of 

t 

* Yeriirimiim  quldem  eft,  non  defuifte  nefarios  quofdam  detradores 
ubique,  pr^eferdm  Londini  qui  dolo  malo  confilium  ceperunt  de  hujuS' 
febrifiigi  fama  premature  fupprimenda,  ne  fcilicet  hac  fuccindla  methodo 
febres  obtruncandi,  fegrotantium  crumenas  emulgendi  occafio  tolleretur ; 
de  hac  confpiratione  faspe  palam.  verba  habuit  Dominus  Bertram  pharma- 
CQpola  jam  defundtus,  cui  fidem  in  hac  re  prompte  adhibui,  quia  nefarii 
quidam  et  ignavi,  quorum  nomina  honoris  caufa  fileo  memet  iplum  iifdem 
niecebris,  in  fuas  partes  trahere  tentarent. 

Temere  igitur  et  fine  experimentis  prius  inftitutis,  magnum  hoc  remedium 

condemnarunt,  et  famam  ejus  fidlis  calumniis  ubique  infeclabantur,  fefe 

feveriftimos  China?  Chinee  fpeculatores  et  judices  ultro  conftituerunt,  ft  forte 

'fortulto,  licet  poft  annum  ab  ejus  ufu  elapfum,  fymptoma  aliquod  minus 

folitum  fupervenerit,  eheu  ! quot  convitiis  herculea  et  divina  h^c  antidotus 

extemplo  jadlabatur,  ac  ft  quod  diabolic  um  in  hoc  equo  Fiojano  latuiiTet ! 

foeces  nefeio  quas  deleterias,  et  fermenta  morbola  poft  fe  in  corpore  Temper 

reliquifte  afleruerunt,  unde  novae  tragoediae,  et  funeftiflima  fymptomata 

repullulabant.  Floe  modo  ft  quid  mail  unquam  aliunde  fubfecutum  erat 

id  omne  medicamini,  ut  probum  objiciebant,  licet  fymptomata  ad  morbum 

primarium,  nimis  parco  corticis  ufu  imperfedle  fanatum,  reapfe  pertine- 

rent.  Nec  minus  iniqua  mente,  ab  amaro  et  ecphraclico  hoc  pharmaco 

habitum  corporis  denuo  obturatum  et  obfelTum  iri  pertenderunt,  atque 

inde  neminem  ad  feptennium  ab  ejus  ufu  fuperftitem  fore  reclamante 

experientia  univerfti.  Hinc  medici  Londinenfes  inexpert!;  atque  jegro- 

tajitesj  ab  ufu  hujus  febrifugi  diu  perterriti  abftinerent,  interim  medici 

^ ' antiqui^ 
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of  -the  people  rendered  them  dupes  to  thefe  di/honour- 
able combinations. 

A report  was  induftrioufly  fpread  amongft  thofe  of 
the  reformed  religion,  that  the  Pej'uvian  bark  was  not 
a natural  remedy  beftowed  for  the  good  of  mankind  by 
the  bountiful  hand  of  Providence,  but  a diabolical, 
factitious,  poifonous  preparation,  contrived  by  the  art  of 
the  jufuits  for  the  deftruClion  of  thofe  whom  they  ftig- 
matized  with  the  odious  name  of  heretics*.  Ridiculous 
as  this  fable  may  appear,  in  a more  enlightened  age, 
yet  it  was  well  fuited  to  the  ignorance  and  enthuliaftic 
zeal  of  the  times,  and  co-operated  with  other  circum- 
ftances  to  favour  .the  dehgn  of  thefe  alTociations. 

But  the  moft  xandid  and  judicious  phylicians,  who 
have  made  fufficient  trials  of  its  virtues,  have  uniformly 

tagreed  in  their  teftimonies  concerning  its  efficacy. 

I i Dr. 

antiquis  methodis  longis,  eoque  magis  inoertis  infiflcntes,  fama:  et  for- 
tunarum  fuarum  •,  egroti  vero  vitae  ipfius  dulcifTimae  ja(fi:uram  feceruntj 
qui  ope  Chinae  Chinae  fpatio  bidui  vel  tridui  facile  convaluifTent. 

Morton.  De  Oort.  Peruv.  et  Virtute  ejus  Febrifugal  p.  47. 

^.Infaufto  omine,  atque  in  viilgi  reformati  terrorem  ac  fcandalum, 
ptlvis  fatrum  vulgo  audit  cortex  Per^ianus.  Quo  nomine  plurimos,  eofquc 
non  fords  gregariae,  in  hunc  ufque  diem,  ab  ejus^  ufu  abhorrerc  contigit, 
fi,  non  naturale  remedinm  fuiflet,  fed  fadtitium,  diabolicum,  et  venenatum 

arte  jefuitarum  paratum,  potius  quam  divinae  (ptXccv^poTrtas-  donum.  Id. 
Ibid. 
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Dr.  Willis.^  notwithftanding  all  his  prejudice  in  favour 
of'  a practice  which  he  had  for  many  years  followed, 
had  the  candor  to  confefs,  even  in  the  decline  of  life, 
wheii  men  are  unwilling  to  adopt  new  opinions,  that 
this  medicine  was  attended  with  the  moft  dehrable 
effedls,  and  that  fcarce  one  in  a hundred  took  it  with- 
out benefit 

The  judicious  Dr.  Sydenham  was  fo  much  convinced 
of  its  fuperiority  to  every  other  medicine,  that  after  it 
had  been  profcribed  by  unworthy  mifreprefentations, 
he  again  introduced  it,  and,  after  further  experi- 
ence of  its  efficacy,  became  more  fanguine  in  his 
recommendations  of  it ; and  in  his  later  pradtice 
not  only  ufed  it  fuccefsfully  in  all  fevers,  which  were 
not  accompanied  with  inflammation,  but  alfo  in  many 
other  difeafes. 

He  remarks7  that  many  dreadful  lymptoms,  the  ufuaB 
effects  of  tedious  remitting  fevers,  had  unjuftly  been 
attributed  to  the  bark,  and  that  its  ufe  had  been 

oppofed 


^ Vix  unus  e centum,  hoc  remedinm  incafTum  tentavit,-  imo  11  in 
<limidja,  aut  minore  quantitate,  fcilicet.ad  drach.  i.  aut  lem.  pondus 
fumatur,  acccfiiones  faspilTime  tollit  ac  breviore  tantum  fpatio  eardem. 
'furpendit. 


opera,  Vol.  I.  p.  102. 
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oppofed  by  interefted  men  from  felfifli  confidera- 
tions  *. 

Dr.  MortoUj  a pliydcian  of  found  judgment  and  ex- 
tenlive  pradtice,  fully  convinced  of  the  advantages  which 
would  accrue  to  mankind,  from  the  extenhve  application 
of  this  powerful  remedy,  exprefi'es  his  gratitude  to 
God  for  fo  valuable  a difcovery,  and  endeavoured  to 
place  its  merit  in  a juft  point  of  view  -f-.  He  not  only 

adduces 

* His  autem  potiffimam  de  caufis  ni  fallor,  di^lus  cortex  male  audit, 
•quia  plbirima  ilia  horrendaque  fymptomata,  qu^e  febres  intermittentes  jam 
diiitius  ^grum  cruciantes  comitantur,  etiam  ubi  ne  minimum  quidem  cor- 
ticis  deguftaverit,  cortici  vel  afllimpto,  imputantur. — Quamvis  vero  in 
febrium  curatione  egregia  prseflat,  ne  dicam  miracula,  dicflus  cortex,  atque 
eodem  turn  ipfi  nos  libenter  utamur,  turn  uxoribus  libertifque  ufurpandum 
imperemus,  quoties  res  poftulet*,  funt  tamen,  quibus  baud  minus  jam 
difplicet,  quod  tarn  certo  citoque  morbos  expugnet,  quam  olim  difplicebat, 
quod  non  nifi  nuper  his  terrarum  oris  innotuerat.  Quo  quidem  fato  turn 
optimi  quique  viri,  turn  etiam  prseflantilTima  qu^eque  ac  re- 

media Temper  fere  urgentur.  Verumtamen  ad  banc  notam,  feu  lydium 
Japidern,  indolem  noftram  licet  addudtam  experiri,  atque  exinde  dignofcere^ 
fhominefne  boni  fimus,  an  vero  probrofi ; pro  gradu  fci.  quo  vel  exul- 
tamus,  vel  dolemus  ac  ringimur ; quoties  publica  res  bominum  com  muni 
aliquo  beneficio,  ac  numinis  favore  augetur. 

Sydenbami  opera,  p.  377  & 519, 

f Non  pofllim  non  gratias  maximas  referre  Deo  opt.  max.  qui  tantis 
viribus  bunc  Timplicem  corticem  inflruxit,  ut  ab  eo  omnia  fermenta  febriiia 
acuta,  faltem  mitiora,  penitns  tolli  queant  *,  adeo  ut  inter  opium,  mercurium 
et  csetera  remedia  maxime  generofa  et  qnadantenus  univerfalia,  utpote  ad 
plures  morbos  accommodata,  locum  mereatur.  ddlxercitatio  frimay  p.  35. 

I i 2 


244  Hijlory  of  the  various  Methods 

adduces  a number  of  examples,  which  afford  the  moff: 
convincing  teftimony  of  its  great  efficacy,  buf  alfo 
endeavoured  to  trace  to  their  fource  the  falfe  opinions 
which  had  been  circulated  concerning  it:  He  col- 
lected all  the  arguments  advanced  on  both  ffdes  of 
the  queftion,  and  clearly  demonftrated  the  errors  of 
thofe  writers  by  whom  it  was  rejected.  He  not 
only  ufed  it  fuccefsfully  in  remitting,  intermitting,  and 
continual  fevers,  but  prefcribed.  it  in  many  other 
cafes  which  would,  by  the  generality  of  phyficians,  be 
reckoned  of  a very  oppoffte  nature,  and  . treated  in  a 
very  different  manner  *. 

He- 

^ Thus  Dr.  Morton  recommended  it  in  his  uncle’s  cafe,  who  was  faid  ta  • 
have  been  fuddenly  feized  with  an  apoplexy ; but  the  Do6lor  fufpeding 
that  the  apoplexy  might  be  fymptomatical,  prognofticated  that  it  would 
abate  in  the  fame  manner  as  a feverifh  paroxyfm,  and  might  be  effedlually 
removed  by  the  bark.  As  the  cafe  is  extraordinary,  and  a flrong  proof 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  remitting  fever,  and  of  the  general  efficacy  of  the 
Peruvian  bark,  it  is  here  infer  ted  : 

Circiter  annum  1683  nuntiatum  eft,  avunculum  meum  Dominum  Izatt 
(qui  fere  per  annos  quindecem  retroa(ftos  obefus,  hebes  et  fomnolentus 
fuerat,  et  jam  annum  setatis  fexagefimum  quartum  agebat)  poll  triduum 
valetudinario  tranfaftum,  demum  apoplexia  correptum  fuifle  in  domo  mea 
rufticana,  cum  ibi  loci  febres  intermittentes,  conftitutione  aeris  confpirante, 
epidemice  graftarentur  •,  ego  quippe  multis  negotiis  Londini  impllcitus, 
impetravi  a fratre  meo  dileftiOlmo  atque  collega  C.  C.  D.  D.  ’Tyfon  ut  euni 
invifiret,  quod  lubentur  fecit,  inftruftus  prius  Lanceola  ad  extrahendum 
fanguinem  (fi  vifum  fuilTet)  veficatoriis,  julapio  cephalico,  pilulis  cathar- 
2 ticis, 
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He  affirms,  that  when  it  was  firft  introduced  he  never 
prefcribed  more  for  the  cure  of  a remitting  or  inter- 
mitting fever  than  two  drachms,  which  dofe  had  a 
more  certain  effed:  than  two  ounces  in  his  latter  prac- 
tice. The  demand  for  this  medicine  increafing,  it  was 
bafely  adulterated^  and  its  operation  being  thereby  ren- 
dered'precarious^  it  fell  into  difrepute  ; and  many  apo- 
thecaries, as  well. as  phyhcians,  took  advantage  of  that 

Gircumftance 


ticis,  fternutatoriis,  aliirque  ejufmodi  medi'camentls  in  curatione  apoplexise 
neceflariis.  Infuper,  me  fviadente,  unciam  imam  corticis  Peruviani  fccum 
tiilit,  qtiem,  (cseteris  omnibus  pofthabitis)  jugiter  ingerendum  confului, 
modof  ex  fpontaneo  fymptomatum  apppledlicorum  remiffione  id  fieri 
poffit,  rite  etenim  conjiciebam  ex  conftitutione  tunc  appplexiam  prascedente, 
gravem  hunc  morb'um  potius  fymptomaticum  efle  ac  a fermento  febrili 
ortum  ' quam' primarium,  atque  ' gcnuinum  *,  proindeque  definente  pa- 
roxyfmo,  inducias  ultro  conceflurum  elTe.  Uti  e contra,  fi  morbus  fuilTet 
primarius  ob  actatem  asgri  provecliorem  atque  ftuporem  fblitnm  et 
hlabitualem,  plane  funeftum  fore,  atque  fupra  medicinae  fphasram  pofitum. 
Clarifs.D.D.  (itinerejam  perafto)  ubi  ob  omnium  fymptomatum  remifrionem, 
obfervafFet  segrum  quadantenus  a fomno  ac  ftuppre  ultro  reftitutum,  atque 
fenfus,  h’ebetioris  licet,  compotem,  indeque  pulveri  deglutiendo  parem  *,  fpatio 
fex^horarum,  unciam  unam- corticis  ei  miniilrare  curavit  (cseteris  omnibus  ad 
apoplexiam  fpedlantibus  pofthabitis)  unde  licet  poft  bihorium,  paroxyl- 
mum  febris  intermittentis  Jegitimum  perpeftus  fit  ^ger,  nullis  fymptomatis, 
apopld(flicis  d^nuo  tentatus  eft,  atque  equidem  in  pofterum,  abfque  exhibi- 
tione  cujufcunque  alterius  remedii  per  tres  vel  quatuor  hebdomadas  a febr« 
liber,  manfit,  ut  ut  per  totem  hyemem  infequentem, . recidivationi  febris 
intermittentis  fimplicis  jam  quotidian  as  vel  tertianae,  jam  quartanae,  ftepe- 
numero  obnoxius  fuerit.  A qua  tandem,  verna  tempeftate  fequenti,  ufu 
corticis  perfecle  libcratus, , optima  valetudine  per  plures  annos  utebatur, 
multo  minus  hebes  ac  fomnolentus  quam'  prius. 

Mort.  Be  Fehre  Inter p.  loc.  hiftor.  xxvia 
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circiimftance  to  banifli  it  from  pra(51:ice*;  whilft  others, 
openly  condemning  it,  ufed  it  fecretly  as  an  infallible 
remedy,  known  only  to  themfelves  f. 

The 

* Denique  objeflionem  tertlam  contra  ufum  corticis  allatam  me  plane 
referre  pudet,  quse  non  tantum  a pharmacopolis  quibufdam  avaris  verum 
etiam  a profeflbribus  ipfis  iifque  viris  dodis,  nonnunqiiam  me  petitum  me- 
mini,  viz.  ab  hoc  brevi  et  laconico  modo  febres  curandi  ars  medicinalis 
multum  detrimenti  palTura  fit,  prsefertim  fi  vires  hujus  antidoti  efficaces 
atque  praspollentes  in  febribus  continuis,  aeque  ac  jam  in  intermittentibus 
profligandis  vulgo  pafllm  innotefcant.  Hinc  enim  quivis  fiet  fibi  medicus, 
et  medicorum  lucrum  eripietur ; totam  enim  cantilenam  ex  hoc  pendunt 
.ut  quam  plurimum  lucri  faciant.  Apage  ! decetne  medicum  probum  emo- 
lumento  publico  proprium  lucrum  anteferre,  aut  Dei  munificentifiimi  dona 
in  fudario  abfeondere?  Longe  hoc  a nobis  abfit ! Nec  ars  noftra  in  levamen 
aerumnarum,  et  tutamen  vit^  inftituta,  in  artem  crumenas  emungendi 
degeneret ! Ih,  p.  54. 

f Dr.  Morton  takes  notice  of  that  circumftance,  and  mentions  one 
Tahor^  a quack,  as  being  guilty  of  this  deceit : 

Circumforanecus  ille  ^ahor  corticem  Peruvianum  pro  arcano  caeteris  me- 
dicis  ignoto  venditans,  fefe  febrium  iP!fculapium  unicum  (jadabunde  glo- 
riabatur.)  Append.  Eic ere.  p.  163. 

Dr.  Stahl  alfo  relates  a (lory  concerning  the  fecret  ufe  of  this  remedy, 
which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  relate : 

Accidit  ut  nobilis  -optimo  genere,  qui  juvenem  principem  in  itinere 
.comitabatur,  febre  tertiana,  cum  Genevam  attigiffet,  corriperetur. 

Bona  fortuna  tulerat,  ut  medicus,  in  comitatu,  praefto  elfer,  fed  mala, 
credo,  quod  par.um  in  ipfo  praefidii.  Certe  non  modo  a pharmacopeia  ejus 

loci 
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The  prejudi  ces  againft  it  were  increafed  by  the  theory 
of  Stahl^  as  well  as  by  that  of  the  mechanical  phyficians, 

the 

loci  curam  quaefivit,  fed  obtinuit  quoqiie  Patiens  et  quidem  pr^fentaneo 
admodum  effecStu,  dum  fecundo,  aut  fummum  tertio  paroxyfmo,  non. 
mqdo  ceflavit  febris,  fed  etiam,  nullus  fuperfuit  languor. 

Miraculo  proximum  hoc  vldebatur  infigni  huic  medico,,  ubi  mox  ad 
pharmacopoeum  concurfare,  de  afcano  hoc  percontari  et  an^  forte  commu* 
nicabile  elTet,  follicitare. 

Pharmacopoeus,  qui  facile  cognofceret  cujus  toni  (praeter  illud  etiam, 
quod  German!  in  genere  aliis  nationibus  muliebris  curio fitatis  nomine 
deriflii  fumus)  feria  fronte  difTimulare  artem,  et  valde  arcanus  fieri  efiica- 
ciam  vero,  et  infallibilitatem  vel  papali  majorem  remedio  tribuere. 

Non  fallebat  hominem  cautum  inventiov  nofler  tanto  magis  exardefcere, 
et  omnibus  modis  in  fecretum  hoc  inhiare,  cum  preces  furdo  narrarentur 
prctio  hominem  tentare.  Ad  hoc  erant  quidem  aures,.fed  plus  adhuc  judicii, 
ut  emtori,  caro  fatis  has  merces  vendituro,  parvo-  pretio  eafdem  concederc 
nollet : pofcit  itaque  ingens  fane. 

Quodnam  autem  pretium  videretur  nimium,.  homini  mirabili  futuro,  cc 
per  tantum  artificium  majorem  quam  pro  mole  famam  molituro  ? Sed 
five  voluntas  m.ajor  erat  facultatibus,  five  di6lum  ilium,  nobilem,.  a con- 
fcientia  tanti  fecreti  excludi  nefas  duceret,  cujus  periculo  ingens  hoc  ar- 
canum primo  deprehenfum  erat,  perfuadet  huic,  ut  dimidium  pretii  nu- 
meret,  et  fcientife  ineflimabilis  .particeps  fiat. 

Numerant  itaque  fexaginta  imperiales,  triginta  pro  virili,  tanti  enlm  a 
fe  impetrari  revelationem  pharmacopceus  confenferat. 

Cum 
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the  principles  of  the  latter  being  entirely  repugnant  to 
the  eftablifhment  of  fpecific  remedies,  and  the  former 
ftriftly  prohibiting  every  thing  which  might  fhorten  the 
periods  of  difeafes,  or  alter  their  natural  courfe. 

t 

•But  though  very  different  opinions  were  maintained 
concerning  its  operation,  it  was  Bill  held,  by  many 
eminent  phylicians,  in  high  eftimation,  till  Boerhaave  s, 

authority 

Cum  autem  non  modo  fciam,  curiofbs  fore  haud  paiicos  le(5bores,  qnaenam 
pretiofa  base  ats  fuerit,  fed  etiam  quadantenus  publici  intereffe  ceilfeam,  ne 
tantum  arcanum  in  uno  monopolio  tamdiu  barrens,  gloria  fua  privetur^ 
communicabo  ego  gratis  inimitabile  hoc  compofitum,  quod  medicus  Ger« 
manus  a pharmacopoeo  tali  pretio  ct  didadlro  difccre  meruit. 

Roh*  Sambuciy 

Pulveris£lhinee  Chin<g  ana  uncias  duasy 

■Antmonit  diaph ore ticu 

'^rochijci  aut  pulver is  viper, ^ 

Flor,  Ammon,  ana  drachnas  duaSy 

Antihediic.  porterii  drachmam  imam. 

Salis  volatiVu  oleoft  femiunciam.  M.  f.  Eleefuarium. 

Ex  hac  hiftorla  libet  utique  notare,  quod  quidem  cordatus  vir  et  probus 
quilibet  facile  obferyaverit,  -rufticam  illam  fraudem,  qua  compofitio  hsc 
pro  fpeciali  artificio  venditata  et  vendita  eft,  cum  tamen  totum  negotium 
in  China  China  radicetur,  et  reliqua  additamenta  nihil  nifi  phantafmata  fint 
et  nugae  mers.  Ubi  quidem  confiteor  minus  indignationis  meritum  videri 
pharmacopoeum,  qui  do6lori  medico  Germano,  tantas  artes  adeo  anxie  an- 
helanti,  bona  hde  inventum  fuum  tradiderit : fed  quid  hie,  dodtus  fane,  ft 
praecipue  muliebribus  credimus,  qui  tantam  rem  in  ilia  utique  forma, 
neceftario  et  unice  efficacem  credebat. 

A 

Opufcula  Georgii  Ernefli  SPahliiy  p.  444.  Halte  MagdeburgicreGi^ \q. 
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authority  becasue  univerfally  prevalent,  and  precepts 
were  eftabliflied  which  amounted  almoft  to  a total  pro- 
hibition of  this  powerful  febrifuge. 

* 

Had  the  learned  profeffor  been  much  verfant  in  cli- 
nical pradice,  he  would  have  had  opportunities  of 
judging  of  the  effeds  of  the  Peruvian  bark  from  his 
own  obfervation,  and  would  probably  have  formed 
a very  difFerent  judgment  concerning  it ; but  founding 
his  opinion  on  the  reports  of  Baglivi,  and  others  of 
the  mechanical  writers,  whofe  evidence  was  fuited  to 
his  own  fyftem,  he  entirely  overlooks  the  ftrong  tefli- 
monies  delivered  by  Sydenham  concerning  - it,  though 
in  other  refpeds  he  extols  him  beyond  all  other  pradi- 
cal  phyficians. 

His  theory,  being  fpecious  and  plauhble,  and  his 
difciples  numerous  from  all  quarters,  his  fame  was 
quickly  extended  over  the  whole  world,  and  his  dodrines, 
which  are  flill  perhaps  held  in  too  great  veneration,  were 
eagerly  adopted.  The  hot  regimen  had  formerly  been 
carried  to  great  excefs,  but  the  unlimited  extenhon  of 
the  antiphlogiftic  method  hath  been  produdive  of 
greater  mifchief.  Though  it  hath  been  imagined,  by 
Boerhaave  and  his  followers,  that  almofl  all  fevers  are, 
in  the  beginning,  accompanied  with  inflammation,,  and 

K k 
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on  that  fuppofition  the  antiphlogihiic  regimen  hath  been 
too  generally  applied : and  though  a cool  regimen  is 
highly  expedient  in  all  fevers,  when  the  term  is  confined 
to  the  ufe  of  cold  air  and  cooling  drink ; yet,  if  it  is 
extended  to  large  and  repeated  evacutions,  I fliall  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  there  are  very  few  difeafes,  even  in 
this  cold  climate,  in  which  it  may  be  applied  with  fafety. 

Whilft  the  objedlions  againfi:  the  bark  were  confined 
to  its  being  an  ineffedlual  or  pernicious  medicine,  the 
fact  might  eafily  have  been  determined,  and  fair  expe-"' 
riments  mufi:  have  afcertained  the  truth.  But  an  opi- 
nion, which  was  introduced  by  Afchpiades^  copied  by 
many  fucceeding  writers,  and  adopted  and  extended  by 
Stahly  was  revived  by  Boerhaave  to  profcribe  the  ufe  of 
this  valuable  febrifuge.  A fever  was  fuppofed  to  be 
an  effort  of  nature,  to  improve  the  conftitution,  to  re- 
move inveterate  diforders,  and  to  produce  fuch  changes 
in  the  body  as  tended  to  protradl  the  term  of  life  * ; 
and  who  would  not  patiently  endure  a difeafe  productive 
of  fuch  great  and  laffcing  advantages  ? 

I 

But  if  the  fever  was  of  long  continuance,  and  produced 

no  fuch  falutary  efieCts ; if  it  became  violent,  and  the  fick 

was 


* Cseteriim  febres  Intcrmittentes  nifi  mallgnne  corpus  ad  longevitatem  dif- 
pouunt,  et  depurant  ab  inveteratis  mails.  Aphcrifyn,  BoerhaavA  75A-> 
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was  much  exhaufted,  the  bark  was  then  to  be  pre- 
fcribed  * ; and  fuch  unfair  trials  tended  more  than  all 
the  >fophiflical  arguments  which  had  been  ufed  to  com- 
plete the  triumph  of  its  opponents.  If  the  fick  re- 
covered, how  fkilfullv  had  the  phylician  ufed  the  fever 
itfelf  as  a remedy  ! But  if  the  dileafe  proved  fatal,  or 
occafioned  abdominal  obftrudtions, , or  any  other  chro- 
nic complaint,  thefe  very  accidents,  by  the  perverfenefs 
of  the  prevailing  philofophy,  were  attributed  to  a re- 
medy, by  which,  had  it  been  early  applied,  they  might 
have  been  efFedtually  prevented. 

But  Boerhaave\  doctrine,  though  univerfally  promul- 
gated, was  not  implicitly  followed  even  by  his  fondeft 
admirers.  The  Baron  Van  Swieten.^  w'ho  does  not  feeni 
diipofed  to  difFer  wantonly  from  his  illuftrious  precep- 
tor, hath  been  induced,  from  his  own  experience,  ftrongly 
to  recommend  the  ufe  of  the  bark.  It  is,  (he  fays) 
in  its  own  nature,  undoubtedly  a very  fafe  remedy,  and 
may  be  preferibed  even  in  the  weakeft  conftitutions. 
In  this  opinion  the  illuftrious  Baron  was  confirmed,  not 

K k 2 only 

* Si  autem.  febris  autiimnalis  vehemens,  corpus  ex  aegritudine  debile ; 
morbus  jam  aliquo  tempore  duravitj  neque  figna  adfint  interns  infiamma- 
tionis  •,  neque  colledli  alicubi  puris ; neque  obftrudli  admodum  hujus  illi- 
ulVe  vifeeris,  cortice  Peruviano  abigetur,  pulveris,  infufi  extradli,  decocli, 
fyrupi  forma,  cum  propriis  fpccificis,  tempore  debito  ordine,  dofi^ 

regimine  adhibito.  Ibid,  aphor.  767. 
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only  hy  Sydenham''^  having  given  it  fuccefsfully  to  hypo- 
chondriac and  hyfteric  perfons,  for  feveral  weeks  without 
intermiflion  ; but  by  experiments  which  he  himfelf  had 
made  of  its  virtues*.  He  alfo  affirms,  that  he  knew  fome 
unworthy  perfons  who  openly  condemned  it  as  a baneful 
drug,  yet  ufed  it  fecretly',  difguifed  with  other  ingre- 
dients, and  by  this  fcandalous  deceit  extorted  large 
fums  of  money  from  their  deluded  patients.  But  ftnce 
many  other  candid  and  judicious  phyhcians  have  alfo,  from 
their  own  fuccefsful  experience,  given  ample  teftimony 
concerning  its  efficacy  f,  there  is  now  reafon  to  hope, 

that 


^ Cum  quondam  fimpliclum  medlcamentorum  hiftori^e  colligendfe  intcrr- 
tus,  plurium  vires  vel  in  proprio  corpore  tenrarem,  fumfi  mane  jejunus, 
bihorii  fpatio,  integram  corticisPeruviani,  in  pollinem  contriti,  unciam,neque 
aliquidinde  detrimenti,percipere  potui.  Infamiae  notam  falutari  huic  remedio 
inuffifle  novi  quofdam,  qui  palam  illud  damnabaut  tanquam  nocentiflimum ; 
clam  vero  eodem,  aliis  aditis  fucato,  utebantnr,  dum  cnram  febrium  arcanis 
remediis  fe  perficere  turpilTime  gloriabantur,  mirerofque  segros,  largilTimo 
pretio  extorto,  emungebant,  medicorum  nomine  indigni. 

Fan  Swiet.  Comment.  Boerbaav.  aph,  767,  tom.  ii.  p.  560, 

Mr.  Cleghorn  not  only  hath  the  merit  of  invedigating,  in  a mod  ju- 
dicious manner,  the  difeafes  which  reigned  in  Minorca  during  his  refidence 
in  that  ifland,  but  by  a rare  exertion  of  his  own  underdanding,  even  io' 
oppofiiion  to  prejudices  which  had  been  almod  univerfally  adopted,  he 
freely  prefcribed  the  bark  in  the  epidemic  fever  of  that  country,  and 
hath  clearly  demondrated  the  great  utility  of  that  excellent  remedy. 
Dr.  Lind^  of  Hajlar  hofpital,  hath  alfo  laboured  fuccefsfully  in  the 
fame  caufe,  and  both  have  done  fignal  fervice  to  mankind  by  afcertaining 
its  excenfive  virtues. 
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that  every  prejudice  againft  it  will  be  removed  ; that  it 
will,  for  the  future,  be  held  in  that  efteem  which  it 
juflly  deferves,  and  that  mankind  will  reap  that  benefit, 
from  the  extenfive  application  of  it,  of  which,  by  the 
combined  influence  ot  deceit,  ignorance,  and  fuper- 

ftition,  they  have  been  hitherto  deprived. 

' 

It  would  be  tedious  to  trace  the  hiftory  of  the  various 
other  remedies  which  have  been,  at  different  times, 
recommended  for  the  cure  of  fevers ; but  it  may  be 
proper  to  point  out  fome  of  thofe,  which  are  now  in 
general  ufe,  and  to  examine  the  foundation  on  which 
their  reputation  hath  been  eftabliflied. 

Before  chemiftry  was  cultivated,  or  Galenical  pre- 
fcriptions  invented,  the  practice  of  phyfic  was  Ample, 
few  medicines  were  ufed,  and  the  cure  of  dif- 
eafes  was  chiefly  attempted  by  diet  and  regimen. 

I 

But  the  chemifts  introduced  a variety  of  remedies,  of 
which  the  compofition  was  carefully  concealed  ; and 
experience  hath  rendered  it  more  than  probable,  that 
to  this  circumlfance  alone  they  are  principally  indebted 
for  their  reputation. 

An  ingenuous  freedom  and  candour  are  the  teffs  of 
truth;  and  thofe  who  have  been  employed  in  the  in- 
veftigation  of  it,  willingly  communicate  the  refult  of 
their  enquiries ; but  ignorance  and  deceit  are  concealed 


2 54  HiJ}ory  of  the  •various  Methods 

by  myftery  and  rclerve  ; and  mankind,  in  their  credu- 
lity, become  dupes  to  the  fallacies  of  the  illiterate  and 
the  inipofitions  of  the  interefted,  while  ufeful  and  un- 
afl'edted  knowledge  is  difcerned  only  by  thofe  who  are 
endowed  with  a degree  of  underftanding,  which  renders 
them  fiiperior  to  the  tricks  of  impoilors. 

Some  of  the  chemifts,  availing  themfelves  of  this  pro- 
penhty  to  believe  in  rnyfteries,  affeded  to  join  the 
magical  art  to  chemiftry ; and  from  hence  proceeded 
the  amulets,  panaceas,  catholicons,  and  fympathetic 
remedies  which  have  been  craftily  obtruded  on  the 
world,  and  received  with  avidity  by  the  deluded  mul- 
titude. 

From  the  age  of  ParacelfuSy  to  the  prefent  times, 
antimony  hath  been  employed  as  a febrifuge,  in  various 
forms ; and  though  its  effeds  are  precarious,  yet,  as  it 
hath  fometimes  been  ufed  with  fuccefs,  it  has  often 
proved  of  fovereign  efficacy  to  relieve  the  neceffiities  of 
thofe  who  have  boldly  ufed  it  as  a noftrum  unknown  to 
regular  phylicians. 

When  a fever  is  accompanied  with  inflammation, 
or  occafioned  by  bile  or  other  humours  in  the  firft 
paffages,  it  is  often  given  with  advantage ; and  in  this 
manner  that  difeafe  hath  alfo  been  fometimes  removed 
4 by 
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by  ipecacuan,  thougli  in  many  inftances  bilious  vomit- 
ting  and  purging  have  been  occaiioned,  and  the  malig- 
nity oF  the  difeafe  increafed  by  thele  remedies. 

But  antimony,  on  the  contrary,  from  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  dofe,  is  become  as  inelfedlual  in  the  hands  of  fome 
regular  phyficians,  as  the  trifling  prefcriptions  with 
which  it  is  joined.  This  timid  prac^tice  may,  indeed, 
be  more  readily  excufed,  as  it  proceeds  from  an  excefs 
of  caution ; but  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a phyfician 
does  not  fulfil  his  duty  by  taking  care  to  do  no  harmj 
for  if  a difeafe  gains  ground,  when,  by  an  intrepid  ap- 
plication of  proper  remedies,  it  might  be  removed,  he 
does,  at  befl,  but  trifle  with  the  life  of  his  patient. 

Others  prefcribe  large  bleeding  and  other  evacuations, 
blifters,  diaphoretics,  faline  medicines,  nitre,  camphor, 
fpermaceti,  teflaceous  powders,  fal  polychrifl:  and 
vegetable  acids  j and  a regular  courfe  of  fuch  prefcrip- 
tions, whatever  may  be  the  patient’s  fate,  are  deemed 
fufficient  not  only  to  fcreen  the  phyfician  from  cenfure, 
but  to  advance  his  reputation.  But  this  mode  of 
praaice,  though  lefs  compendious,  is  flill  more  preca- 
rious than  the  empirical  antimonial  noflrums ; for  though 
thefe  remedies  may  be  uleful  to  palliate  particular 
fymptoms,  yet  fome  of  them  are  often  extremely  hurtful. 
The  fick  may  indeed  fometimes  recover  under  improper 

management, 
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management;  but  in  more  malignant  cafes,  without 
the  aid  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  little  dependance  can  be 
placed  on  any  method  of  cure  which  has  yet  been  dif- 

covered. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Of  the  Dyfentery, 


INTRODUCTION. 

From  the  hiftory  of  the  putrid  remitting  fever 
it  appears,  that  while  it  prevails  the  dyfentery  is 
alfo  frequent ; and  it  is  obferved,  by  many  pradbical 
phylicians,  that  they  are  often  combined.  It  is  not, 
therefore,  improbable,  that  they  arife  from  hmilar  caufes, 
and  fhould  yield  to  nearly  the  fame  method  of  cure  j 
yet  as  they  vary  in  many  circumflances,  it  is  neceflary 
to  defcribe  the  dyfentery,  and  deliver  fuch  practical 
obfervations  concerning  it,  as  experience  hath  fug- 
gefted. 


Having  already  reviewed  the  hiflory  of  fevers, 
and  the  authors  who  have  wrote  concerning  them, 
it  will  not  be  necelTary  again  to  enter  fo  mi- 
nutely into  that  part  of  the  lubjedl,  lince  many 
of  the  obfervations  relating  to  the  hiftory  of  fevers 
may  alfo-  ferve  to  iiluftrate  that  of  the  dyfentery. 

L 1 But 
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But  iince,  by  treating  of  difeafes  in  that  manner,  we 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  ages,  and  are  en- 
abled to  profit  by  the  errors  as  well  as  the  improve- 
ments of  our  predeceflbrs,  it  may  be  proper  to  con- 
fider  the  different  accounts  of  it,  and  the  various 
methods  of  cure  which  have  been  propofed ; and 
if,  in  fome  things,  I am  obliged  to  diffent  from 
the  opinions  of  others,  that  freedom  will,  I hope, 
be  afcribed  to  the  real  motive  from  which  it  fprings,  a 
zeal  for  the  advancement  of  the  fcience,  and  not  to  a 
wanton  fpirit  of  detradlion,  or  a wilh  to  obfcure  the 
reputation  of  thofe  authors  whofe  genius  and  abilities 
I refped,  and  whofe  works  I admire. 


SECT  I. 

A Review  of  the  Hifory  of  the  Dyfentery. 

T"'  H O U G H Hippocrates  has  not  exprefiy  treated  of 
the  dyfentery,  yet  many  judicious  obfervations  con- 
cerning it  are  interfperfed. through  his  writings. 

In  the  firft  book  of  epidemics  he  obferves,  that  a 
diarrhoea  was  a common  fymptom  in  the  fever  which  he 
defcribes  * ; and  in  his  aphorifms  we  are  informed, 

that 

* 

* Hippocrates  De  Morbis  Vulgaribusy  lib.  i.  p.  940.  Francofurtiy  1622, 
and  Part  ii.  chap.  vi.  p.  134, 
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that  this  complaint  fometimes  terminates  in  a dy- 
fentery  In  the  fecond  fe^ion  of  the  fame  book  of 
epidemics  we  are  told,  that  dyfenteries  were  frequent 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  fever,  and  feveral  of  the 
lymptoms  are  enumerated  f-.  But  the  difeafe  is  more 
fully  defcribed  in  his  book  L)e  Af'eSlionibus.  It 
is,  according  to  his  account,  accompanied  with  a 
pain  in  the  bowels  and  gripes;  and  bile,  phlegm,  and 
blood,  are  difcharged  by  flool.  The  blood  is  cor- 
rupted, and  the  inteftines  corroded  and  exulcerated. 
Even  in  ftrong  athletic  habits  it  is  tedious,  painful, 
and  fometimes  fatal ; but  when  the  fick  are  wafted, 

and  the  inteftines  ulcerated,  there  is  no  hope  of  re- 
covery. 

The  cure  is  to  be  accomplifhed  by  laxative  medicines 
and  a milk  diet.  If  the  fick  are  not  afflifted  with  a 
fever,  mucilaginous,  oily,  and  emollient  medicines  are 
to  be  prefcribed ; and  when  the  acrimony  of  the  hu- 
mours is  thus  tempered,  they  are  to  be  carried  off  by 

purgatives : and  if  the  pain  in  the  bowels  is  violent,  the 
belly  is  to  be  fomented. 

^ ^ 2 Having 

Etti  /liappciyi  Au(rivJ(pia»  Aphor.  77.  lib.  vii. 

I Hippocrates  De  Morbis  Vulgaribus,  left,  ii,  p.  043,  and  Part  ti,  chap, 
tL  p.  135. 
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Having  thus  defcribed  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe, 
and  diredted  the  moft  effedtual  method  of  cure,  which, 
confidering  the  penury  of  the  antient  Materia  Medico^ 
could  have  been  contrived  ; he  proceeds  with  great  ac- 
curacy to  defcribe  the  fymptoms  of  a diarrhoea  and 
lientery,  which  are  often  occalioned  by  the  dyfentery, 
and  direds  a limple  and  rational  method  of  cure. 

Celfus  alfo,  in  a concife,  methodical,  and  accurate 
manner,  defcribes  the  fame  complaints,  and  delivers 
very  pertinent  direfbions  concerning  them 

But  without  enlarging  on  the  accounts  which  have 
been  given  of  the  dyfentery  in  other  countries,  I fhall 
proceed  to  confider  the  hiftory  of  it  as  delivered  by  the 
EngUfj  phyhcians,  who  have  treated  of  it  with  great 
accuracy  and  preciBon. 

Dr.  Willis  gives  an  account  of  the  difeafe,  from 
obfervations  made  in  London  in  the  year  1670  and 
in  1671.  Having  defcribed  the  JOyfenteria  Incruenta., 
as  it  appeared  in  the  year  1669,  when  no  blood 
was  obferved  in  the  flools,  he  proceeds  to  the 
defcription  of  that  fpecies  of  it  which  he  dif- 
tinguifhes  by  the  title  of  Dyfenteria  Crue?tta^  or  the 

bloody 

^ A.  Corn.  Celfus  De  Medicina,  cap.  xv.  De  Torminibus^  cap.  xvi. 
De  Levitate  Inteftinorum^  P-224 — 227. 
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bloody  flux,  which  raged  with  violence  in  the  following 
autumn  ; but  the  fymptoms,  excepting  that  of  blood 
in  the  ftools,  as  well  as  the  method  of  cure,  are  flmilar. 
The  autumn,  1670,  in  which  the  dyfentery  had  been 
univerfally'  prevalent,  was  fucceeded  by  the  fevereft  cold 
that  had  ever  been  known  in  the  ifland ; and  the  fum- 
mer  was  as  remarkable  for  exceflive  heat  and  drought. 
About  the  autumnal  equinox,  in  1671,  an  epidemic 
fever  broke  out,  and  fpread  over  the  whole  kingdom  : 
preferving  the  type  of  an  intermittent,  it  appeared  in  the 
form  of  a quotidian  and  tertian,  but  the  remiflions 
were  imperfect.  The  flck  were  afflifted  with  unufual 
languor,  watching,  vertigo,  and  frequently  with  violent 
head-ach.  The  difeafe  was  never  refolved  by  a perfed: 
crifls,  but  was  tedious ; and  terminating  in  a lethargy, 
or  phthifls,  it  often  proved  fatal.  This  fever  refembled 
that  defcribed  in  his  Pyrotologia,  which  was  alfo  pre- 
ceded by  a flmilar  ftate  of  weather. 

While  it  prevailed  univerfally,  both  in  town  and 
country,  the  bloody  flux  alfo  raged  with  violence  in 
London^  and  was  exceedingly  mortal.  At  the  firfl;  in- 
vaflon  of  the  difeafe  blood  was  copioufly  difcharged, 
with  violent  pain  in  the  belly  and  gripes.  The  flck 
v/ere  diftrefied  with  obftinate  watching,  fever,  and  great 
thirft but  they  were  not  fo  fuddenly  reduced,  as, 
from  the  feverity  of  the  fymptoms,  might  have  been 

expeded ; 
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€xpe(£led : for  after  they  had  been  violently  ill  for  eight 
days,  they  flill  were  able  to  keep  out  of  bed.  Although 
the  difcharge  of  blood  appeared  terrible,  yet  they  were 
not  foon  carried  oft'.  They  continued  for  many  weeks 
or  months  to  lofe  large  quantities  of  blood,  and  when 
at  length  the  difeafe  became  more  fevere,  it  was,  before 
death,  attended  with  great  thirft:  and  roughnefs  of  the 
tongue  and  mouth,  which  were  alfo  covered  w’ith  aphthte. 
But  though  univerfally  prevalent,  it  was  not  uniformly 
malignant ; for  in  fome  it  w^as  mild,  and  in  others 
violent.  Sometimes  the  flux  was,  in  the  beginning, 
moderate ; and  although  the  ftools  were  frequent,  yet 
they  were  not  attended  with  pain,  nor  was  much  blood 
difcharged ; and  fome  were  foon  reftored  to  health, 
while  in  others  the  difeafe  was,  at  its  firft  appearance, 
attended  with  the  moft  dreadiul  fymptoms ; and  blood 
was  difcharged  in  large  quantities,  with  excruciating 
gripes.  In  fome  the  ftools  were  liquid,  and,  being  tinged 
with  blood,  refembled  water  in  which  flefh  had  been 
wafhed.  In  others  they  had  more  conftftence,  and  a 
white  mucus  and  membranous  filaments  were  difcharged. 

The  method  of  cure,  propofed  by  Dr.  Willis^  is  an 
early  ufe  of  opiates,  joined  with  aftringents  and  gentle 
laxatives.  He  ufually  preferibed  a large  dofe  of  lau- 
danum every  night  at  bed-time  ; and  in  fome  cafes  the 
fame  remedy  was  repeated  in  the  day  : and  he  afliires  us, 

5 that 
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that  he  never  knew  any  dyfenteric  perfon  hurt  by  the 
ufe  of  this  medicine  *. 

Dr.  Sydenham  % account  of  the  dyfentery,  during  that 
period,  correfponds  exadlly  with  that  of  Dr.  Willis 
though  they  differ  in  their  opinions  concerning  the 
theory  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  manner  of  accounting  for 
the  fymptoms.  But  as  we  have  had  frequent  occafion 
to  obferve  how  much  the  improvement  of  medicine 
hath  been  retarded  by  thefe  controverfies,  we  fhall  pro- 
ceed to  thofe  parts  of  the  fubjedl  which  may  be  reduced 
to  greater  certainty,  and  are  more  effential  towards 
illufirating  the  hiftory  of  the  difeafe,  and  eftablifhing 
a fuccefsful  method  of  cure. 

Thefe  eminent  authors  have,  however,  agreed  con- 
cerning the  intimate  connexion  and  analogy  between 
the  putrid  remitting  fever  and  the  dyfentery.  This 
obfervation  hath  already  been  quoted  from  Sydenham 
and  it  is  alfo  mentioned  in  exprefs  terms  by  Dr. 
Willis  | . 

The 

* Unoquoque  vefpere,-ac  infuper,  in  quibufdam  cafibus,  interdiu  laudani 
dofm  fatis  largam  exhibere  folebam,  nec  unquam  dyfenterico  cuipiam 
medicamentum  hoc  obfuifTe  novi. 

Fharmaceutic,  RatiomL  p.  79.  Genev,  1680. 

-f-  Part  i.  chap.  i.  p.  10. 

Enimvero  fsepius  obfervavi  (quod  ctiam  anno  1670  contigit)  poft 
jeftatem  impenfe  calidam  et  ficcam^,  in  autumno  febrem  epidemicam,  et 

anomalaip,^ 
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The  fimilarlty  of  difeafes,  which  could  not  efcape 
the  notice  of  fo  careful  an  obferver  as  Sydenham^  was 
forcibly  impreffed  on  his  mind  by  the  experience  which 
his  extenfive  praftice  afforded  ; and  fo  great  is  his  can- 
dor, that  it  is  exprefly  mentioned  in  many  parts  of  his 
works,  though  contradiftory  to  a theory  which  had  taken 
ftrong  hold  of  his  imagination*,  and  which  he  wilhed  t© 
eftabliflr  as  a proof  of  the  wonderful  power  of  the  Deity; 
imagining  Supreme  Wifdom  to  be  more  illuftrioufly 
difplayed  by  the  variety  than  the  flmplicity  of  its  opera- 
tions. But  it  hath  been  more  philofophically  obferved, 
by  a late  ingenious  medical  writer,  “ that  in  the  firft 
“ fteps  of  our  enquiry  we  meet  indeed  with  great  va- 
“ riety  and  obfcurity  ; but  as  we  penetrate  further  into 
“ nature,  we  find  fo  much  analogy  amongft  her  works, 
“ that  we  are  forced  to  acknowledge  and  revere  her 
“ flmplicity  •f'.” 

The 

anomalam,  in  pluribus  AnglU  locis  increbuiffe,  atque  tunc  temporis  Lcn- 
dinenfes  pauciores  quidem  ab  ifta  febre,  quamplurimos  veto  a morbo  dyfen- 
terico  occubuiffe  : cujus  ratio  videtur  effe,  quod  cum  corpora  noftra  prop- 
ter ^ftatis  intemperiem  praegrelTam,  in  febres  autumnales  difponantur,  in 
fumofo  et  fpiffiffimo  hoc  acre,  illae  potius  in  hanc  morbi  fpeciem  deter- 

minantur.  n • , 

Pharmaceut,  Katinat,  p.  76.  . 

* Sydenham!  opera  De  Morbis  acutis,  cap.  iii.  De  Dyfenteria,  1669, 
1670,  1671,  1672,  p.  223. 

t Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  by  Sivjohn  Pringle.  Sixth 
edition,  p.  223. 
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The  pradice,  which  Sydenham  firft  adopted,  difters 
from  that  of  Willii  only  in  letting  blood  in  the  early 
ftage  of  the  difeafe  ; but  in  other  things  there  is  almoA 
an  exadt  conformity  *. 

But  when  that  method,  which  chiefly  conflfts  in  bleed- 
ing, in  the  moderate  ufe  of  opiates,  laxatives  and  temperate 
cordials,  did  not  prove  effedtual,  he  gave  twenty-five 
drops  of  laudanum  every  eight  hours,  and  injedled  every 

day  a clyfler,  confifting  of  half  a pint  of  milk  and  an 
ounce  and  a half  of  Ve7tice  treacle  ^ and  he  aflerts,  as  an 

encouragement  to  thofe  who,  from  inexperience,  ima- 
gined them  noxious,  that  he  never  found  any  inconveni- 
ence even  from  giving  opiates  in  that  manner  for  feveral 

weeks  ■f’. 

» 

He  afterwards  cured  the  dyfentery  by  prefcribing  large 
quantities  of  cold  whey  for  drink,  and  ufing  it  at  the 
fame  time  warm  for  clyfters.  This  method,  he  tells  us, 
was  alfo  fuccefsfully  purfued  in  AfricUy  by  Dr.  Butlery 
who  obferved,  that  a fever,  exadlly  refembling  that  which 
Sydenham  defcribes,  was  conftantly  epidemic  in  that 
country,  where  the  dyfentery  was  alfo  prevalent 

M m Dr. 

Sydenhami  opera,  p.  226—228. 

7 Ibid.  p.  228,  229. 

X Ibid.  p.  232,  233. 

From  the  appearance  which  that  gentleman  makes  in  Fan  Helmonf% 
works,  he  feems  to  deferve  very  little  credit ; but  his  evidence,  concerning 
the  univerfal  prevalence  of  fevers  and  fluxes,  is  lefs  exceptionable,  fince 
it  is  fupported  by  the  concurring  teftimony  of  many  refpeftable  authors. 
Vid.  part  ii.  chap,  vii.  p.  235,  2,36. 
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Dr.  Morton  defcribes  the  difeafe  as  it  appeared  in 
London  from  the  year  1666  to  1672,  the  fame  period 
of  which  JVillis  and  Sydenham  have  alfo  wrote.  When 
the  plague  ceafed,  in  the  year  1666,  a remitting  fever 
appeared  in  the  month  of  Auguft^  arifing  from  a fimilar 
contagion,  and  accompanied  with  a dyfentery.  In  the 
months  of  September  and  0 Bober  it  became  more  pre- 
valent j and  Dr.  Morton^  by  incautioully  infpedihg  the 
dyfenteric  ftools,  was  himfelf  alFeded  firft  in  the  year 
1666,  and  again  in  1667.  During  the  height  of  the 
contagion,  in  place  of  the  Ample  remitting  fever,  which 
ufually  prevailed,  the  dyfentery  raged  with  fuch  violence, 
that  few  in  the  city  efcaped  the  infedion ; and  three, 
four,  or  five  hundred  died  in  a week.  It  was  accom- 
panied with  violent  gripes,  or  with  the  worfl:  fymptoms. 
of  a colliquative  diarrhoea,  and  proved  fatal  on  the 
1 4th,  17th,  or  21ft  day.  Many  were  diftrefled  with, 
infatiable  thirft  and  delirium.  The  pulfe  was  quick, 
the  mouth  covered  with  white  or  black  aphthae,  and 
other  fymptoms  of  the  epidemic  fever  were  obferved. 
Although  the  dyfenteric  fymptoms  were  reftrained  by 
opiates  and  aftringents,  yet  'many,  being  ftill  wafted 
by  a hectic  fever,  were  at  length  carried  off,  while  others, 
were  relieved  by  a plentiful  aphthous  eruption  and  a 
copious  falivation,  as  ibmetimes  happens  in  the  erifis, 
of  remitting  fevers.  The  difeafe  was  attended  with 
confiderable  remiftaons  5,  while  thefe  continued,  the 
r fevereft- 
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feverefl;  fymptoms  were  fpontaneoufly  mitigated,  al- 
though, during  the  exacerbation,  they  were  not  in  the 
leaft  degree  alleviated  by  opiates ; from  whence  Dr. 
Morton  believed  the  dyfentery  to  be  fymptomatical,  and 
ftill  coniidered  the  remitting  fever  as  the  primary  dif- 
eafe,  exprefly  declaring,  that  he  had  treated  of  it  only 
to  fhew  its  affinity  to  that  fever  ; and  obferving,  that 
from  this  idea  of  the  difeafe  he  had  been  led  to  an 
efficacious  method  of  cure.  He  therefore  expreffes  his 
earneft  wiffies,  that  the  camp  dyfentery,  as  well  as  every 
epidemic  of  the  like  nature,  ffiould  henceforth,  by  the 
unanimous  confent  of  phyficians,  be  diftinguiffied  by 
the  title  of  a fpurious  and  colliquative  remitting  fever. 
Accordingly  having  afcertained  the  fovereign  virtue  of 
the  Peruvian  bark  in  that  difeafe,  he  determined  alfo 
to  prove  its  efficacy  in  the  dyfentery.  He  therefore 
prefcribed  a drachm  of  it  with  a grain  of  opium  every 
four  hours,  and  found  that  the  difeafe,  even  after  it  had 
refifted  the  force  of  opiates,  aflringents,  clyfters,  and 
other  common  medicines,  was  effectually  removed  by 
five  or  fix  dofes  of  this  powerful  remedy 


Such  are  the  accounts  of  the  dyfentery  in  London. 
by  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  who  praClifed  in  the 
city  during  its  prevalence.  All  of  them  agree  in  its 

M m 2 


* Mortoai  opers^  fecuacl^  exercitatlonis  Appendix  p.  160— 
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affinity  to  the  epidemic  remitting  fever ; and,  till  Dr. 
Morton  introduced  the  ufe  of  the  bark,  they  purfued 
nearly  the  fame  method  of  cure.  Sydenham  alone  pre- 
fcribes  bleeding,  but  he  feems  afterwards  to  have,  in 
a great  meafure,  relinquiffied  that  pradlice  *. 

In  future  times  the  prevalence  of  Boerhaave' s opi- 
nions made  great  alterations,  as  well  in  theory  as  in 
the  treatment  of  difeafes ; and  it  is  therefore  neceffary 
to  conlider  his  dodtrine  concerning  the  dyfentery,  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  compare  the  practice  of  his  difciples 
and  fucceflbrs  with  that  of  the  phyhcians  of  the  pre- 
ceding century. 

Ills  time,  as  hath  already  been  obferved  -f,  being 
almofl  wholly  occupied  in  forming  a plauhble  lyftem  af 
phyfic,  he  had  little  opportunity  of  obferving  the  pro- 
grefs  of  difeafes,  and  the  effedts  of  remedies  in  clinical 
pradtiee. 

He  accordingly  fuppofes  moll  diforders  to-  be  accom- 
panied with  inflammation  ; and  he  knew  fo  little  of  the 
dyfentery,  that,  confldering  it  as  an  inflammatory  dif- 

eafe,, 

* Sydenham i opera,  De  Morbis  Aciitis,  cap;  iii.  D.e  Dyfentcria, 
p.  235,  fub  finem. 

f Part  ii:.  chap.  vi.  p.  1 7 5.. 
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eafe,  he  treats  of  it  in  the  fame  chapter  with  an  in- 
flammation of  the  inteftines,  and  diredls  large  and  re- 
peated bleeding  for  the  cure,  as  in  the  pleurify  * ; and 
although  thefe  meafures  have  not  been  purfued  in  their 
full  latitude,  yet  the  pradtice  of  the  moft  eminent 
phyficians  hath  been  influenced  by  the  dodlrines  on 
which  they  are  founded. 

Dr.  Mead,  fuppoflng  the  dyfentery  an  inflammatory 
difcafe,  not  only  prefcribes  bleeding  and  other  evacua-^ 
tions,  but  alfo  joins  mercury  with  other  purgatives  f. 

Sir  foh/^  Pringle,  who  had  greater  opportunities  of 
making  obfervations  on  this  difeafe,  during  his  employ- 
ment in  the  army,  than  have  ufually  occurred  in  later 
times  to  phyflcians  of  this  country,  in  private  pradtice, 
defcribes  it  as  it  appeared  amongft  the  troops  in  Flanders, 
and  when  it  was  epidemic  in  Lotidw  in  the  year  1762. 
His  great  experience  rendered  him  fuperior  to  the  nar- 
row views  of  a mind  contradfed  by  academical  pre- 
judices, and  accordingly  he  confiders  the  dyfentery  as 

a 

* Boerhaav.  aphor.  963,  964,  965,  969. 

y Et  cum  ab  infiammadone  oriarur  Dyfentcria  nunquam  non  adeft  'ft- 
brkula; — et  quidcm  rhabarbum,  adjunfta  mercurii  fexies  fublimati  exiguai 
portione,  iteratis  vicibus  dare  convenientiflimuin  erit, 

Monita  d,  Pr^etepa  Medica,  p.  110-&  1.1.22,. 
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a putrid  difeafe  *,  appearing  with  the  fame  fymptoms 
in  all  ages  and  countries,  and  yielding  to  nearly  the 
fame  method  of  cure  f- ; and  though,  in  tlie  earlier  part 
of  life,  he  feems  to  have  been  in  fome  degree  influenced 
by  the  extenflve  application  of  Boerhaave\  doftrine 
concerning  a plethora  and  inflammation },  yet  in  his 
later  pradice  he  has  been  chiefly  guided  by  experience  §. 

If 

* The  putrid  and  contagious  nature  of  the  dyfentery  ranks  it  with  the 
malignant  or  peftilential  difeafes.  I have  never  feen  caufe  to  diftinguifli  it 
into  the  benign  and  malignant  fpecies,  as  almolt  every  cafe,  when  negleded, 
tends  to  a putrid  fever,  or  mortification  of  the  bowels. 

Ohfervations  on  the  Difiafes  of  the  Army ^ p.  229.  Second  edition. 

f I can  affirm,  that  all  the  epidemic  dyfenteries,  which  I have  feen  in  the 
army,  have  been  of  the  fame  nature  ^ and  I have  been  afllired  by  Dr. 
Huck,  and  by  others  employed  during  the  late  war,  not  only  in  Germany 
but  in  America^  that  this  diflemper  appeared  with  the  fame  fymptoms,  and 
yielded  to  nearly  the  fame  medicines,  which  were  obferved  to  be  moft 
fuccefsful  in  the  military  hofpitals  before.  I may  add,  that  both  in  Scotland 
and  in  this  country^  whenever  I had  an  opportunity  of  treating  fuch  fluxes 
in  my  private  practice,  I never  could  fee  that  they  required  any  different 
method  of  cure. 

Id,  ibid.  p.  223.  Sixth  edition. 

J But  as  this  diforder  is  fo  often  accompanied  either  with  a plethora,  or  in- 
flammatory fymptoms,  bleeding  is  frequently  indifpenfible,  and  always 
conducive  to  the  cure. 

Id.  ibid.  p.  231.  Second  edition. 

§ Yet  unlefs  the  fever  be  kept  up  by  fome  inflammation  not  peculiar 
to  t^  difeafe,  (as  it  frequently  happens  in  the  winter  and  vernal  cafes) 
•repeated  bleedings  are  either  unneceflary  or  hurtful,  as  may  be  obferved  in 

mofl 
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If  it  fhould  be  thought  that  he  is  ftill  too  Icrupulous  with 
refpedt  to  opium,  or  too  free  in  bleeding,  and  the  ufe  of 
calomel,  and  other  purgatives  *,  it  will  alfo  be  allowed 
that  it  is  lefs  furprizing  to  find  fome  fmall  remaining 
traces  of  principles  ftrongly  inculcated  during  the  early 
period  of  life,  than  that  they  are  not  intirely  eradicated. 
His  practice  is,  upon  the  whole,  rational  and  judicious ; 
in  many  things  he  has  fupplied  the  defeats  and  cor- 
redled  the  errors  of  Sydenham.^  and  he  is  one  of  the  few 
authors  who  hath  hinted  at  the  ufe  of  the  Peruvia?i 
bark  in  the  dylentery  -fr. 

The  fame  dodrine  of  oblfrudtion  and  inflammation 
has  influenced  moft  of  the  fucceeding  writers  j and  if 
they  have  not  been  thereby  determined  to  make  evacua- 
tions too  freely,  their  praftice  feems,  in  other  refpedls,. 
irreprehenfible. 

Dr.  Bakery  phyfician  to  her  Majefly’s  houlhold,  has 
deferibed  the  dyfentery,  as  it  appeared  in  Londo?i  in  the 
year  1762,  with  great  elegance  and  accuracy.  The 
fymptoms  which  he  recounts  correfpond  with  the  de- 

feription, 

iDoft  diftempers  arlfing  from  a putrid  caufe.  In  weakly  habits,  and  where 
there  are  few  feverifh  fymptoms,  I wholly  omit  that  evacuation. 

Id,  ibid,  p.  zdQo  Sixth  edition.. 

Id.  ibid.  p.  262  — 264. 

f Ide  ibid.  p.  274. 
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fcription  already  given.  He  has,  however,  added  one 
obfervation,  comuiunicated  by  Dr.  Hebberden^  concern- 
ing the  termination  of  the  dyfentery  in  a Mania* 
which  perhaps  has  not  been  recorded  by  any  other 
author,  excepting  Dr.  Morton.,  who  mentions  it  as  a 
fymptom  fometimes  occaiioned  by  the  imprudent  ufe  of 
opiates  and  aflringents  f. 

The  ingenious  Dr.  Akenfide,  phyfician  in  ordinary  to 
her  Majefty,  hath  alfo  deferibed  the  dyfentery,  chiefly 
from  obfervations  made  in  Lo7tdo7i  in  the  years  1761, 
J762,  and  1763.  The  many  cafes  which  he  treated  in 
St.  'Thomas^  hofpital,  to  which  he  belongsj  convinced 
him  of  the  impropriety  of  clafling  it  with  inflammatory 
difeafes  ; and  he  very  judicioufly  aferibes  the  univerfal 
prevalence  of  that  opinion  to  the  dodtrines  promulgated 
hy  Boerhaave  J.  He  obferves,  that  it  is  not  always  an  acute 

difeafe, 

* De  catarrho  et  Dyfenteria  Londlnenfi  Libellus,  p.  21.  Londini^ 

17^4- 

-f  Alios  vero  adftringentibns  atque  opiatls  iifque  ad  delirium  adadlos, 
inebriatos  potius  quam  curatos  faspius  obfervaram. 

Exercitatio7iis  fecundte  jippendiA^  open  p.  161. 

J Sed  lit  verum  fateamur,  a Boerhaavio,  fuerit  ille  quamvis  ingeniofilTi- 
rnus  et  candidiflimus  vir,  minus  tamen  fperandas  funt  accuratae  morborum 
deferiptiones ; qui  per  totam  vitam  in  eo  praecipue  exercebatur,  ut  ju- 
ventutem  ftudiofam  elementa  medicin^e  doceret  ad  perfcdlae  feientias 

Timilitudinem, 
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difeafe,  and  that  it  is  feldom  accompanied  with  a fever*, 
but  often  intimately  conneded  with  the  rheumatifrn  f ; 
and  this  obfervation  is  alfo  confirmed  bv  Bianchi  t,  by 
Bellini  §,  and  by  Ballonius  || . Moft  authors  agree  con- 
cerning the  analogy  between  the  dyfentery  and  remitting 
fever,  and  thefe  obfervations  prove  its  affinity  to  the 
rheumatifrn ; and  indeed  it  is  not  improbable  that 
much  lefs  variety  obtains  in  acute  difeafes  than  has  ge- 
nerally been  imagined. 

For 

fimilitudinem,  geometrarum  fere  modo,  conftructa  et  quafi  aedificata. 
Quicunque  enim  tali  negotio  fe  dedit,  fiet  paulatirn  in  caufis  rerum  affig- 
nandis  largior  et  ambitiofior : ipfas  porro  caufas  ampliare  ftudeblt,  ita  ut 
quamplurima  eorum  qii^  in  confpe^lum  veninnt,  comprehendant  illae 
atque  interpretentnr.  Ifta  enim  ratione  prasceptor  et  operae  parcit  fuse,  et 
fimul  audloritatem  majorem  apud  difcipulos  comparat,  quam  fi  res  ipfas 
flrenue  perfequi  et  earum  varietates  dcnotare  conflituifTet,  dum  interea 
caufas  et  principia  de  quibus  pendent,  ignorantiam  fuam  profelTus,  aliis 
veiliganda  et  detegenda  relinqueret. 

The  Thy f enter i a Comment arius^  p.  .6,  ,7.  Londini^  1764. 

Id.  ibid.  p.  4. 

f Id.  ibid.  p.  20. 

J Bianchi  Hiftorise  Hepaticae,  pars  tertia,  tom.  i.  p.  547.  Geneva,  i 725. 

§ Bellini  Praxeos  Medico,  lib.  i.  open  p.  loi.  Lugduniy  1714. 

|]  Ballonius  De  Rheumatifmo  ct  Pleuritide  Dorfali.  Quneflio  Medica 
an  a Rheumatifmo  Dyfenteria  Kayxn^;.  Opera,  tom.  ii.  p.  299.  Venetiis^ 
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For  the  cure,  after  vomiting,  he  recommends  fmalB 
dofes  of  ipecacuan,  joined  with  cardiac  confection  * 
and  ajTures  us,  that  he  has  been  feldomer  difappointed 
in  the  efficacy  of  this  remedy  than  any  others,  excepting 
that  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  intermitting  fevers  -f-- 

To  thefe  accounts  of  the  dyfentery  may  be  added  that 
given  by  Dr.  Douglas^  phyfician  at  Kelfo^  in  Roxburgh— 
fire.,  ■who  ferved  as  a military  furgeon  in  Portugal 
during  the  laft  ■war. 

The  army  was  healthy  tilhthe  15th  oi  0 Bober ^ 1762,. 
but  from  that  time  to  the  bemnnino;  of  March  three; 

O - O 

putrid  diforders,  the  putrid  continual  fever,  the  bilious  > 
remitting  fever,  and  the  dyfentery  raged  with  violence.. 
They  refembled  each  other  fo  much  in  the  beginning,, 
that  for  two.  or  three  days  it  was  impoffible  to  foretel 
with  which  of  the  three  difeafes  the  lick  would  be  af- 
fedled.  The  fymptoms  common  to  all  of  them  were  a- 
flight  naufea,  a white  tongue,  lafiitude,,  lofs  of  appetite,  , 
vertigo,  dimnefs  of  light,,  dejedlion,  and  faintings  f:,. 

The, 

* Akenfide  De  Dyfenteria,  p.  35- 

^ Id.  ibid.  p.  40. 

J Ante  15  calend.  O6lob,  anno  poll' Chriflum  natum  1762,  perpauci 
vel  dyfenteriam,  vel  quemvis  alium  morbum  acutum  experti  erant.  Poll 
vero  hoc  tempus  ad  martium  ineuntem,  anno  1763,  nullo  diferimine  tria 
putridorum  morboriim  genera,  febris  continua  putrida,  febris  biliofa  re- 
2 mittens,,. 
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'The  dyfentery,  having  been  occahoned  by  the  fame 
•caufes,  accompanied  with  hmilar  fymptoms,  and  yield- 
ing to  nearly  the  fame  method  of  cure  as  the  putrid  con- 
tinual, and  bilious  remitting  fevers,  Dr.  Douglas  there- 
fore juftly  concludes  it  to  be  of  the  fame  nature*,  and 
places  great  dependance  on  the  Peruvian  bark  for  the 
cure  •f* 

SECT. 

mittens,  et  dyfenteria,  per  caflra  et  hyberna  fevierunt.  Hortim  omnium 
Tigna,  que  biduum  vel  tridunm  prima  prodibant,  ita  prorfus  fimilia  inter 
fe  erant,  ut  in  quod  trium  morborum  generum  defitura  efTent,  prsedici 
.’non  poflet.  Communia  vero  base  figna,  levem  naufeam,  linguae  albedinem, 
communem  membrorum  lafiitudinem,  cibi  nullum  defiderium,  caput  quafi 
vertigine  circumadtum,  oculorum  caliginem,  moeflum  animum,  poftremo 
animae  deficientis  fere  notabam  initia. 

Difputatio  Medic  a Inaugur  alls  Be  Dyfenteria  Putrida^  p.  S,  9.  Edin- 
hurgi^  1766. 

^ Porro  hunc  morbum  eadem  natura,  qua  febres  putrid^  et  remittentes, 
fuiffe  fidem  faciunt  *,  primum  caufe  remotae  et  occafionales,  utrifque  com- 
>munes*,  turn  medicamenta,  panels  dyfenterite  propriis  exceptis,  in  utrafque 
efficacia  •,  poftremo  in  hac  dyfenteria  certfe  interdum  intermiftiones,  atque 
oculi  album  in  flavum  mutatum,  quod  conftans  fere  in  febre  biliofa  nota 
eft.  loco  citato, 

-f  Verum  ft  febris  permanfit,  et  putredinis,  cujufmodi  funt,  linguae  et 
dentium  nigredo,  ac  fpiritus  male  olens ; ftgna  tandem  prodidit;  omni 
futuri  fpes  in  cor t ice  Peruviano^  ferpentariee  Virginianre  radice  adjedla  de- 
co(5lis,  conftftit.  Hsec  medicina  duobus  nominibus  faluti  eft:  namque  vis 
ejus  antifeptica  putredinem,  qu^  febrem  alit,  aphthas,  petechias,  no- 
viftimeque  inteftinorum  mortem  infert,  ulterius  procedere  prohibet.  Id, 
ibid,  p-  35. 
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SECT.  IL 

Dfcription  of  the  Difeafe. 

HAV  I N G thus  fimflied  the  hiftorical  review  of 
the  dyfentery,  I now  proceed  to  defcribe  it  as  it 
liath,  of  late  years,  appeared  in  this  country;  to  mention 
the  figns  by  which  it  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  other 
diforders ; and  point  out  the  fymptoms  which  portend 
danger,  and  thofe  by  which  we  are  encouraged  to  hope ; 
and  to  deliver  fome  practical  obfervations  concerning  the 
cure. 

It  was  already  obferved,  that  an  inflammation  of  the 
bowels  is  fometimes  attended  with  a flux ; and  fome 
precepts  and  cautions,  concerning  the  treatment  of  fuch 
complaints,  were  delivered*.  Thefe,  therefore,  as  well 
as  all  other  fporadic  dyfenteric  cafes,  are  entirely  ex- 
cluded from  our  prefent  enquiry ; which  is  altogether 
confined  to  that  epidemic  dyfentery  which  is  intimatelv 
connedled  with  the  fever  already  defcribed,  and  to 
which  a tranfition  often  happens  from  the  fever,  as 
well  as  from  that  to  the  dyfentery.  But  though  that 
difeafe  frequently  appears  in  this  country,  when  the  re- 
mitting fever  is  epidemic,  yet  it  is  much  lefs  frequent. 
The  one  occurs  thtoughout  the  whole  year,  hut  the 

other 
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other  is  feldom  prevalent,  excepting  in  the  end  of  fum- 
mer,  and  in  the  autumnal  months. 

Its  invahon  is  fometimes  fudden  and  violent.  It  is 
ufhered  in  with  rigors,  which  are  quickly  fucceeded 
with  ardent  heat  and  great  thirft,  and  attended  with 
head-ach,  pain  in  the  back  and  loins,  naufea,  and  vo- 
miting. But  it  much  oftener  approaches  infenlibly  with- 
out any  of  thefe  fymptoms.  The  hck  have  only  a few 
loofe  flools,  which,  being  confidered  as  falutary,  are 
rather  encouraged  than  reflrained  ; and  the  conliderable 
remiffions,  with  which,  the  difeafe  is  accompanied,  tend 
to  confirm  this  opinion. 

But  the  complaint  gradually  gains  ground,  the  flools 
become  more  frequent  and  lefs  in  quantity,  the  fick  are 
diftrefled  with  violent  gripes,  tenefmus,  and  ineffedfual 
flraining ; they  feel  as  if  the  inteflines  were  drawn 
downward,  and  the  heart  and  precordia  are  even  affedled 
in  the  fame  manner.  They  complain  of  languor  and 
proflration  of  flrength,  want  of  appetite  and  great  third, 
and  are  diftrefTed  with  naufea,  cardialgia,  fournefs  in 
the  flomach,  and  pains  refembling  thofe  of  the  rheu- 
matifm.  The  colour  and  confidence  of  what  is  dif- 
charged  by  ftool  is  various ; for  fome  time  it  retains  an 
excrementitious  appearance,  but  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
difeafe  dime,  hardened  excrement,  fmall  vvhite  balls  of  a 
2 tough 
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tough  ccnfiftence,  and  blood,  or  a thin  fanious  matter,  are 
difcharged.  Thefe  heterogeneous  fubftances  are  fome- 
times  blended  together  in  one  ftool,  and  fometimes  are 
voided  alternately.  If  the  difeafe  hath  not  been  from 
the  beginning  accompanied  with  fever,  that  fymptom 
in  the  progrefs  becomes  violent  j the  tongue,  mouth, 
throat,  and  lips  are  parched,  covered  with  a glutinous 
•cruft,  and  often  with  aphthae.  The  ftomach  and  belly 
fwell ; the  lick  are  much  emaciated,  and  exceedingly 
dejected  ; the  ftools  are  extremely  olfenfive,  and  the 
whole  body  emits  a cadaverous  fmell.  The  pain  in  the 
inteftines  abates,  and  is  often  fucceeded  by  a ftrangury. 
The  pulfe  links  and  intermits,  the  extremities  become 
cold,  the  face  of  a pale  or  livid  colour,  the  eyes  hollow, 
and  the  whole  countenance  difmal.  A cold  vifcid 
fweat  breaks  out ; and  death,  gradually  approaching, 
at  length  relieves  them  from  intolerable  fulferings. 


SECT.  III. 

Of  the  Diagnofics. 

Though  the  diagnoftics  of  the  dyfentery 
may  be  fuppofed  fo  clear  as  to  require  no  ex- 
planation, yet  it  hath  often  been  miftaken  for  a falutary 
evacuation,  and  allowed  to  become  fo  violent  as  to 

elude 
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elude  the  force  of  the  moft  powerful  remedies.  There 
is  therefore  no  difeafe  in  which  it  is  more  effentially 
necefiary  perfedly  to  afcertain  the  peculiar  figns  by 
which  it  may  be  diftinguiflied  from  all  other  diforders, 
iince  a miftake  in  this  point  may  often  prove  fatal,, 
either  by  retraining  a falutary  evacuation,  or  permitting 
a dangerous  difeafe  to  gain  ground  till  it  is  too  malig- 
nant to- admit  of  a cure., 

A gentle  laxity  in-  the  bowels  without  fever,  pain,, 
naufea,  teknefs,  proftration  of  appetite,  thirfl,  or  de- 
jedlion  of  fpirits,  and  efpecially  if  it  happens  at  any 
other  time  than  in  the  autumnal  feafon,  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  repletion,  and  will  often  prove, 
falutary. 

m 

A fudden  andAiolent  attack  of  vomiting  and  purging,, 
accompanied  with  fevere  licknefs  and  gripes,,  may  ge- 
nerally be  pronounced  a cholera  morbus,  which  may  be 
carried  olf  in  a fhort  time  by  diluting  plentifully  with; 
thin,  demulcent,  lubricating  drinks,  and  after  the  bilious , 
redundancies  are  difeharged,.  by  giving  mild  anodyne 
and'  diaphoretic  medicines. 

But  when  the  difeafe  commences  with  rigors,,  thirfl, 
a.  quick  pulfe,  head-ach,  pain  in  the  back  and  loins ;; 
when  the  tongue  is  foul,  and  the  lick  are  faint  andi 
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languid  ; when  the  gripes  become  more  fevere  ; when 
blood  is  obferved  in  the  flools,  and  efpecially  if  thefe 
fymptoms  occur  in  the  autumn,  no  doubt  can  then  re- 
main concerning  the  nature  of  the  complaint. 


SECT.  IV. 

Of  the  Prog7iofics. 

WHEN  proper  medicines  are  fpeedily  applied, 
the  dyfentery  is  generally  happily  removed ; 
but  when  it  is  neglected,  or  improperly  treated,  it  often 
proves  fatal. 

When  the  flools  become  more  copious  and  lefs  fre- 
quent ; when  the  thirfl  abates ; when  the  heat  be- 
comes natural ; when  a mild  perfpiration  is  diffufed 
over  the  whole  body ; when  the  pain  in  the  bowels 
gradually  leffens ; when  wind  is  difcharged  without 
flools ; and  when  the  urine  is  made  plentifully  without 
pain,  a favourable  termination  may  be  expedled. 

But  when  the  appetite  returns ; when  the  pulfe  fub- 
fides ; and  particularly  when  the  flools  approach  to  a 
natural  figure,  colour,  and  confiflence,  a perfect  reco- 
very may  with  certainty  be  prognofticated. 

If, 
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If,  on  the  contrary,  the  pain  increafes,  the  irrita- 
tion to  ftool  is  frequent,  and  the  lick  are  diftref- 
fed  with  a tenefmus  and  violent  gripes ; if  the  pulfe 
becomes  quicker ; if  the  tongue,  mouth,  and  throat 
are  covered  with  a white,  brown,  or  black  dime  ; or 
if  aphthae  are  obferved  ; if  the  third  increafes  ; and  the 
urine  is  difcharged  with  difficulty  and  in  ffiiall  quantity, 
the  event  is  doubtful.  If  the  ftomach,  belly,  and  legs 
fwell  ; if  the  naufea  and  vomiting  become  more  pain- 
ful and  violent ; if  the  extremities  are  cold,  the  coun- 
tenance pale  or  livid,  and  a vifcid  fweat  breaks  out ; 
the  difeafe  w ill  either  fpeedily  prove  mortal,  or  termi- 
nate in  a tedious  chronic  diftemper.  If  the  pain  fud- 
denly  ceafes  ; if  the  pulfe  finks,  and  the  fick  are  much 
dejedted,  or  fall  into  fainting  fits,  a gangrene  hath  pro- 
bably taken  place,  by  which  the  fatal  period  will  be 
accelerated. 


SECT.  V. 

Of  the  Cure  in  the  early  Stage  of  the  Dyfentery. 

IT  was  already  obferved,  that  a gentle  diarrhoea  often 
proves  falutary ; and  as  the  fymptoms  of  it  nearly 
refemble  thofe  of  the  dyfentery,.  it  is  therefore  prudent 
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at  firft  to  prefcribe  only  thin  diluting  mucilaginous 
liquids,  which  are  equally  adapted  to  temper  the  acri- 
mony of  the  humours  in  a eholera  morbus,  or  diarrhoea, 
and  to  lubricate  the  inteftines  in  the  beginning  of  a 
dyfentery.  But  if  the  difeafe  continues  more  than 
three  days,  and  the  fymptoms  become  more  violent,  it 
is  then  abfolutely  neceffary  diligently  to  apply  fuch  re- 
medies as  may  cheek  its  progrefs.  For  this  purpofe  it 
is  proper  to  difcharge  fuch  humours  as  are  already 
lodged  in  the  ftomach  or  inteftines;  a vomit  is  therefore 
be  given,  and  ipecacuan  is  a remedy  fitly 
adapted  to  this  intention,  as  it  not  only  effedlually  car- 
ries off  thofe  humours,  but  is  alfo  poffeffed  of  an 
aftringent  quality,  which  renders  it  fpecific  in  the  dy- 
fentery. The  operation  of  the  vomit  being  finiihed, 
a mild  anodyne  fhould  be  prefcribed,  which  may  allay 
the  commotion  excited  by  vomiting,  and  remove  that 
irritation  which  might  aggravate  the  lymptoms  of  the 
difeafe.  Next  day  a dofe  of  rhubarb  fhould  be  given, 
and  the  anodyne  repeated  when  going  to  reft. 


firft  to 


But  when  the  primce  vice  are  cleared,  it  is  impro- 
per to  perfift  in  the  ufe  of  purging  medicines.  The 
principal  intention  to  be  then  purfued  is,  to  temper  the 
acrimony  of  the  humours,  to  lubricate  the  inteftines, 
and  endeavour  to  reftore  them  to  their  ufual  tone ; and 

this  is  chiefly  to  be  accompliflied  by  mucilaginous  food, 
drink,  and  medicines.  The  irritation  of  the  humours, 

which 
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which  are  too  plentifully  fecreted  in  the  coiirfe  of  the 
difeafe  is  generally  more  than  fufficient  to  Simulate  the 
inteftines,  and  thereby  occahons  violent  purging ; but 
when  the  acrimony  is  tempered  by  large  quantities  of 
mild  liquids,  they  ftill  have  lb  much  effed:  as  to  pro- 
mote abundance  of  ftools : yet,  if  that  fhould  not  hap- 
pen, mild  purgatives,  combined  with  anodynes,  fhould 
be  prefcribed. 

But  the  cure  hath  often  been  more  fpeedily  accom- 
plifhed,  by  giving  the  bark,  joined  with  opium,  in  the 
following  form : 

No.  XXL  R.  DecoEii  corticis  Peruviani  unciam, 

Aquce  font an<z  Ubram., 

Coque  ad  medias  et  cola. 

No.  XXII.  DecoE?lprafcHpti{No.XXL)  uncias  duas., 

'TinElurce  thebaicis  guttas  viginti  quinqm., 
F.  Haufus  oElava  quaque  hora  fiimendus. 

When  the  purging  W'as  by  this  means  reftrained,  a fmall 
quantity  of  the  powder  of  bark  was  added  ; and  when 
the  tone  of  the  inteftines  was  more  eftablifhed,  the 
quantity  of  the  powder  was  gradually  increafed,  and  the 
opium  entirely  laid  afide. 

But  the  diredion  of  the  bark  in  this  difeafe  requires 
much  accuracy  and  attention  ; for  if  it  is  prefcribed 
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too  early  in  fubftance,  or  without  the  opiate,  it  irritates 
the  bowels,  and  increafes  the  purging  : and  though  I 
have  often  ufed  it  with  advantage,  yet  having  had  lefs 
opportunity  of  proving  its  efficacy  in  the  dyfentery  than 
in  the  remitting  fever,  I cannot  therefore  recommend 
it  with  the  fame  confidence  as  in  that  difeafe. 

If  the  fick  complain  of  fournefs  in  the  ftomach,  four 
fpoonfuls  of  the  chalk  julep  fhould  be  given  when  that 
complaint  is  urgent,  and  after  every  loofe  ftoolj  or  the 
following  draught  may  be  prefcribed  : 

No.  XXIII.  ft'.  Aquce  cimtamQ7ni  fifnpUcis  fefquiunciatn.) 

Pulveris  e chelis  ca?icro7'U}n  drachmajn^ 
Sachari  albijfuni  fa'upulujn,  M. 

When  ftronger  aftringents  are  required,  fmall  dofes  of 
ipecacuan,  tindlura  Helvetii,  tindlura  faturnina,  armenian 
bole,  pulvis  ftypticus,  pulvis  teftaceus  ceratus,  and  other 
medicines  of  that  clafs,  may  be  given,  joined  with 
mucilage  of  gum  tragacanth,  gum  arable,  diafeordium,, 
theriac,  or  mithridate. 

Yet  without  a careful  attention  to  the  diet  of  the 
fick,  the  operation  of  every  medicine  will  be  lefs  efiec- 
tual ; great  caution  is  therefore  necefiary  in  this  refpeil:, 
through  every  ftage  of  tlie  difeafe,  but  efpecially  when 

the 
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the  appetite  returns,  as  happens  in  the  convalefcent 
ftate,  to  which  we  now  proceed. 


S E C T.  VI. 

Of  the  Cure  in  the  convalefcent  Stage  of  the  Dyfentery. 

A L T H O U G H the  moft  fevere  lymptoms  may 
be  thus  removed,  yet  the  effects  of  the  difeafe 
often  remain,  and  much  care  and  attention  are  neceflary 
to  complete  the  cure  ; for  the  tone  of  the  ftomach  and 
inteftines,  being  fo  much  weakened  as  to  occahon  in- 
digeftion,  naufea,  and  hcknefs,  the  aliment  is  dlf- 
charged,  very  little  altered  j and  though  the  fever, 
which  often  accompanies  the  dyfentery,  is  removed, 
and  blood  no  longer  appears  in  the  flools,  yet  the 
ftomach,  belly,  and  legs  fwell,  the  ftck  are  hedic, 
and  either  continue  long  in  a valetudinary  ftate,  or  the 
fymptoms,  infenftbly  gaining  ground,  at  length  prove 
fatal.  In  this  ftage  the  bark  is  peculiarly  ufeful,  either 
«ombined  with  opium,  as  hath  already  been  mentioned, 
or  adding  ftx  drops  of  tindura  faturnina  to  each  dofe. 

When  the  bowels  are  much  relaxed,  aftringents  often 
pafs  oft'  without  having  any  elfed  ; but  that  may  be 
prevented  by  giving  ftarch  clyfters  w'ith  laudanum,  or 

by  the  following  draught : 

4.  " No..  XX I W. 
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No.  XXIV.  I?..  Aquce  cmnamofni  ftmplicis  fefquiundam, 

Pulveris  rhei  grmia  quinque^ 

Amyli  vulgaris  grana  viginti^ 

PinBurce  thebaicce  gut t as  viginti. 

F.  Haufus  hora  fo7n7n  fmnendus  et  pro  re 
nata  repetendus. 

When  the  ftrength  is  in  home  meafure  reftored,  change 
of  air,  gentle  exercife  on  horfeback,  and,  above  all,  a 
light  nourifhing  diet,  are  the  moft  efFedtual  means  for 
completing  the  cure. 

1 have  found  fifh-foup  extremely  ufeful  in  other 
dyfenteric  cafes,  as  well  as  my  own.  It  is  light 
and  nouriflring,  and  corredls  that  acidity  which  is  fo 
frequent  and  troublefome  a complaint,  when  the  tone 
of  the  ftomach  is  relaxed  and  digeftion  impaired.  A 
moderate  ufe  of  fifh  may  alfo  be  allowed,  but  flefh- 
meat  never  fails  to  aggravate  every  fymptom ; and 
if  it  is  early  ufed  in  the  convalefcent  ftage,  it  often 
occalions  a violent  and  dangerous  return  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Vegetables  are  lefs  apt  to  increafe  the  purging 
than  to  occahon  a very  troublefome  fournefs  in 
the  ftomach,  and  a cardialgia  ; which  however  may  be 
remedied  by  the  julepum  e creta,  or  pul  vis  e chelis. 
Four  table  fpoonfuls  of  the  former,  or  two  drachms  of 
the  latter  may  be  given,  when  that  complaint  is  urgent. 
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In  other  refpecls  they  are  not  fo  improper  as  might  be 
imagined,  for  I have  known  them  ufed  with  advantage 
by  perfons  to  whom  they  generally  proved  gently  laxa- 
tive, even  in  perfedt  health. 

Pump  water,  with  a fmall  quantity  of  brandy,  or  the 
white  decoction,  fhould  be  ufed  for  ordinary  drink, 
abflaining  from  wine,  as  it  often  occafions  fournefs  in 
the  ftomach  and  iadigeflion. 

/ 

They  who  have  refolution  to  adhere  to  fuch  regu- 
lations, are  generally  foon  reflored  to  health  ; but  the 
recovery  of  thofe,  who  will  indulge  their  appetite,  muft 
be  extremely  tedious. 


C li  A F. 


[ 288  ] 


CHAP.  IX. 


WARNED  by  the  numerous  examples  which 
hiftory  affords  of  the  fallacy  of  theory,  of  the 
unfuccefsful  attempts  of  phylicians  to  invefligate,  a 
priori,  the  caufes  of  difeafes,  and  of  the  errors  which 
have  been  introduced  by  forming  indications  of  cure  on 
fuch  uncertain  principles,  I have  hitherto  treated  of 
their  fymptoms,  and  of  the  effects  of  remedies,  as  of 
hiftorical  fails  which  are  only  to  be  afcertained  by 
obfervation. 

From  the  preceding  narrative  it  appears,  that  remit- 
ting fevers  and  fluxes  have  been  the  prevalent  diforders 
of  all  ages  and  countries ; and  it  now  remains,  that  w'e 
fhould  enquire  into  the  caufes  by  which  they  have  been 
produced. 

But  without  indulging  conjeilural  hypothefes,  (the 
wan  derings  of  a luxuriant  imagination,  and  the  bane  of 
fcience)  let  us  treat  this  part  of  the  fubjedl  in  the  fame 
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manner  in  which  our  enquiries  have  hitherto  been 
conduced. 

Hiftory  informs  us,  that  epidemic  difeafes  have  ever 
been  prevalent  in  moift  weather,  but’  more  remarkably 
frequent  in  the  autumnal  months,  when  a fummer 
unufually  warm  and  dry  has  been  fucceeded  by  an  ex- 
traordinary rainy  fcafon  ; that  our  fleets  and  armies 
have  ever  been  greatly  afflidled  by  them ; and,  though 
they  ftill  continue  to  be  feverely  felt  in  this  country, 
they  have  formerly  raged  here  with  much  greater 
violence  *.  By  confldering,  therefore,  the  viflble 

elFe<fls 


^ To  the  many  teftimonics  already  produced  concerning  the  prevalence 
of  malic^nant  fevers  in  former  times  may  be  added  the  follov/ing  from  Dr, 
Morton : 


Sub  ingreflum  vero  autumni  anno  1664  plane  filebat  hseccc  febris  et 
fere  omnes  acuti  morbi  derepente  exulabant,  et  faiubris  admodum  erat 
iftius  te'mpeftatis  conflitutio.  Vere  autem  fubfequenti,  poft  brumale  gelu 
prseter  moduni  atrox,  et  cometam  in  aethere  calamitads  hujus  quail 
prsenuncium,  venenum  fefe  recolligens,  et  mirum  in  modum  audtum,  hanc 
2uv6;:^ri  in  peilem  funeftiiTimam  et  diriiTimam  inopinate  mutavit,  quae  epw 
demice  graiTata,  fpatio  unius  anni  plus  quam  quadraginta  millia  homi- 
num  e vivis  fuilulit.  Attamen,  faeviente  hac  ipfa  pefte,  non  penitus  defe-* 
cerunt  veiligia  nonnulla  febris  : quotquot  enim  ex  peile  evafe- 

runt  fingulis  vel  alternis  diebus  in  feipfis  percipiebant  fymptomatum 
exacerbationes  et  remiiTiones,  ilatis  horis  alternatim  fefe  excipientes. 
Unde  non  temeritatis  jure  merito  incufandam  cenfeo  facultatem  medici* 
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effects  of  thefe  fenfible  alterations  in  the  weather,  by 
which  the  health  of  the  people  is  fo  remarkably  affected  j 
by  comparing  the  manners  and  cnftoms  of  our  anceftors 
with  thofe  of  the  prefent  times ; and  by  enquiring  into 
the  peculiar  circumflances  in  which  the  life  of  a foldier 
or  failor  differs  from  that  of  other  men,  we  may  per- 
haps be  enabled  to  form  a juft  notion  concerning  the 
popular  difeafes  which  are  the  fubjedt  of  our  inveftiga- 
tion. 

I.  When  animal  fubftances  degenerate  from  a found 
ft.ate,  their  natural  tendency  is  to  putrefadlion ; and 
this  procefs  is  accelerated  or  retarded  by  the  viftble 
changes  of  the  atmofphere.  In  dry  feafons,  in  froft, 
and  when  there  is  a free  circulation  of  air,  they  may  be 
long  preferved  from  corruption  j but  in  clofe  damp 
weather,  in  a confined  fituation,  and  efpecially  in  the 
autumnal  months,  tliey  foon  become  putrid.  Were  we 
therefore  to  indulge  conjedlures,  it  might  be  fuppofed, 
that  acute  difeafes,  where  they  do  not  arife  from  fome 
local  inflammation,  Ihould  be  of  a putrid  nature,  and 
moft  prevalent  in  autumn  and  in  moift  ftafons.  Thefe 

facts, 

nalern  Neapolitanam,  qu^  ctiam  corticem  Peruvianiim  in  peftis  cura- 
tione  adhibendum  juffit  *,  liquidem  ad  hoc  ipfum  venenum  delcndum,  et 
deinceps  ad  curationem  accelerandam  plurimuni  conferre  queat. 

Excercitatmns  fecund^  Appendix^  pi  160. 
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faAs,  however,  do  not  depend  on  hypothecs,  for  though 
the  more  advanced  ftages  of  putrefaction  are  only  ob- 
fervable  after  death,  yet  the  fame  change,  though  in  a 
leifer  degree,  takes  piace  even  in  the  living  body.  In 
the  hiftory  of  the  remitting  fever  many  inftances  have 
been  mentioned  of  that  difeafe  being  attended  with 
haemorrhages  and  gangrene,  which  are  nothing  elfe  than, 
a partial  diffolution  and  corruption  of  the  folids  and 
fluids  of  the  human  body  ; and  it  has  alfo  been  alcer- 
tained,  that  thefe  fymptoms  prevail  in  proportion  as 
the  ftate  of  the  weather  tends  to  promote  or  prevent 
putrelaclion. 

II.  Malignant  fevers  were  formerly  frequent  in  every 
country,  but  for  more  than  a century  paft  they  have 
been  much  lefs  prevalent,  excepting  in  a few  places, 
where  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  people  have  un- 
dergone very  little  change  from  the  refinements  of 
modern  luxury. 

The  elegance,  which  the  wealth  of  the  prefent  times 
hath  introduced,  forms  a flrong  contraft  to  the  homely 
manners  of  our  anceftors,  among  whom  a flovenlinefs 
univerfally  prevailed,  of  which  no  veftige  now  re- 
mains ; but  as  cleanlinefs  is  a prefervative  againfl; 
infection,  our  modern  cuftoms  are  therefore  much 
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better  calculated  to  prevent  the  contagion  of  putrid 
difeafes.  The  accommodations  alfo  for  the  lick,  as 
well  as  thofe  in  health,  are  now  much  more  comfort- 
able than  in  former  times  j houfes  being  confl:ru<51:ed 
on  an  extenlive  plan,  the  apartments  lofty,  and  fer- 
vants  better  lodged  in  the  prefent  age,  than  were 
many  of  the  nobility  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Sixth. 

As  it  would  be  tedious  to  follow  the  earlier  hiflorians 
through  a dull  narrative  of  the  barbarous  cuftoms,  and 
uncultivated  manners  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived, 
it  may  be  more  agreeable  to  tranferibe  an  account  of 
them  from  Mr.  Hume^  who,  in  a manner  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  has  united  a refined  tafle  with  the  dignity  of 
the  hiftorian  and  the  profound  judgment  of  the  philo- 
fopher.  “ We  may  form  a notion  of  the  mean  way 

of  living,  in  the  i(>th  century from  one  circumftance : 

“ A man  of  no  lefs  rank  than  the  Comptroller  of  Ed- 
“ ward  the  Sixth’s  houfhold,  payed  only  thirty  {hillings 
“ a year,  of  our  prefent  money,  for  his  houfe  xxi  Channel- 
“ Row.  Yet  labour  and  provifions,  and  confequently 
“ houfes,  were  only  about  a third  of  the  prefent  price. 

“ Erafmus  afetibes  the  frequent  plagues  in  England  to 
“ the  naftinefs  and  dirt,  and  flovenly  habits  among  the 
“ people.  The  floors  (fays  he)  are  commonly  of  clay,  ' 

“ ftrewed 
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ftrewed  with  rufhes,  under  which  lies  unniolefted  an. 
“ antient  colledbion  of  beer,  greafe,  fragments,  bones, 
“ fpittle,  excrements  of  dogs  and  cats,  and  every  thing 
“ that  is  nafty. 

‘‘  Hollingjhedy  who  lived  in  Queen  Elizabeth’^  reign, 
gives  a very  curious  account  of  the  plain,  or  rather 
“ mean  way  of  living,  of  the  preceding  generation. 
‘‘  There  fcarcely  was  a chimney  to  the  houfes,  even  in 
“ conftderable  towns.  The  fire  was  kindled  by  the 
“ wall,  and  the  fmoke  fought  its  way  out  at  the  roof, 
“ or  door,  or  window.  The  people  flept  on  flraw  pal- 
“ lets,  and  had  a good  round  log  under  their  head  for 
“ a pillow,  and  almoft  all  the  furniture  was  of  wood*.” 

But 


* ^he  piijfage  of  Hollingfloed^  In  the  difcourfe  prefixed  to  Ms  MJlory^  which 
fome  afcribe  to  Harrifon^  is  as  follows^  [peaking  of  the  increafe  of  luxury  : 
Neither  do  I fpeak  this  in  reproach  of  any  man  ^ God  is  my  judge  *,  but  to 
fhew,  that  I do  rejoice  rather  to  fee  how  God  has  blefled  us  with  his  good 
gifts,  and  to  behoM  how  that  in  a time  wherein  all  things  are  grown  to 
moft  exceffive  prices,  we  do  yet  find  the  means  to  obtain  and  atchieve 
fuch  furniture  as  heretofore  has  been  impofTible.  There  are  old  men  yet 
dwelling  in  the  village  where  I remain,  which  have  noted  three  things  to 
be  marveloufly  altered  in  England  within  their  found  remembrance.  One 
is,  the  multitude  of  chimnies  lately  erefled  ^ whereas,  in  their  young  days,, 
there  was  not  above  two  or  three,  if  fo  many,  in  moft  uplandifh  towns^ 
of  the  realm,  (the  religious  houfes  and  manor  places  of  their  Lords  always 
excepted,  and  peradventure  fome  great  perfonages);  but  each  made  his  fire 
5 againft 
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But  thefe  are  not  the  only  alterations  in  our  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  which  ferve  to  prevent  the  rife  and 

progrefs 


so-ainft  a reredoffe  in  the  hall  where  he  dined  and  dreffed  his  meat.  The 

o 

fecond  is  the  great  amendment  of  lodging  •,  For,  faid  they,  our  fathers, 
and  we  ourfelves,  have  lain  full  oft  upon  fliraw  pallets,  covered  only  with 
a fheet,  under  coverlets  made  of  dogfwain  hopharlots,  (I  ufe  their  own  terms) 
and  a good  round  log  under  their  head  inftead  of  a bolder.  If  it  were 
fo,  that  the  father,  or  the  good  man  of  the  houfe,  had  a matrafs  or  flock- 
bed,  and  thereto  a fack  of  chaff  to  refl;  his  head  upon,  he  thought  himfeH" 
to  be  as  well  lodged  as  the  lord  of  the  town  : fo  well  were  they  contented. 
Pillows,  faid  they,  were  thought  meet  only  for  women  in  child-bed.  As 
for  fervants,  if  they  had  any  fheet  above  them,  it  was  well  ^ for  feldom  had 
they  any  under  their  bodies  to  keep  them  from  the  pricking  ftraws,  that 
ran  oft  through  the  canvas,  and  razed  their  hardened  hides.  The  third 
thing  they  tell  of  is,  the  exchange  of  treene  platters  (fo  called,  I fuppofe, 
from  tree  or  wood)  into  pewter,  and  wooden  fpoons  into  filver  or  tin. 
For  fo  common  were  all  forts  of  treene  veflTels  in  old  times,  that  a man 
fhould  hardly  find  four  pieces  of  pewter  (of  which  one  was  peradventure 
a fait)  in  a good  farmer’s  houfe.  Defeription  of  Britain^  chap.  x. — Again, 
in  chap.  xvi.  In  times  paft,  men  were  contented  to  dwell  in  houfes 
builded  of  fallow,  willow,  &c.  fo  that  the  ufe  of  the  oak  was  in  a manner 
dedicated  wholly  unto  churches,  religious  houfes,  princes  palaces,  navigation, 
&c.  but  now  fallow  and  willow  are  rejedled,  and  nothing  but  oak  anywhere 
regarded  •,  and  yet  fee  the  change,  for  when  the  houfes  were  builded  of 
willow,  then  we  had  oaken  men  ; but  now  that  our  houfes  are  come  to  be 
made  of  oak,  our  men  are  not  only  become  willow,  but  a great  many  al- 
together of  fliraw,  which  is  a fore  alteration.  In  thefe  the  courage  of  the 
owner  was  a fufficient  defence  to  keep  the  houfe  in  fafety,  but  now  the 
aflfurance  of  the  timber  muft  defend  the  men  from  robbing.  Now  have 
we  many  chimnies,  and  yet  our  tenderlines  complain  of  rheums,  catarrhs, 
and  pofes ; then  had  we  none  but  reredoflfes,  and  our  heads  did  never  ach. 
For  as  the  fmoke  in  thofe  days  were  fuppofed  to  be  a fufficient  hardening 
for  the  timber  of  the  houfe,  fo  it  was  reputed  a far  better  medicine  to  keep 

the 
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progrefs  of  fuch  diforders.  A very  confiderable  part 
of  our  diet  now  coniifts  of  vegetables,  and  other  an- 
tifeptic-  fubftances ; the  ufe  of  wine  is  become  more 
univerfal ; and  the  difcovery  of  the  Rafi  and  Wefl- 
Indies  has  furnifhed  us  with  many  of  the  luxuries  of 
life,  which,  though  they  may  have  concurred  with 
other  caufes  to  render  us  more  effeminate,  yet  they 
have  undoubtedly  contributed  to  render  putrid  difeafes 
lefs  prevalent. 

Since  the  flighted;  intermitting  fever,  by  negle£t  or  im- 
proper management,  is  often  permitted  to  gain  ground, 
or  rendered  more  malignant  j and  as  it  is  very 

certain 

the  good  man  and  his  family  from  the  quack  or  pofe,  wherewith,  as  then> 
very  few  were  acquainted. 

Hijiory  of  England^  by  David  Hume^  Efqy  vol.  iv.  p.  497,  4995 
& 500.  Laft  edition.-  London^  1770. 

But  we  are  not  to  fuppofe,  from  this  encomium,  on  the  age  pre- 
ceding that  of  Hollingfhed^  that  the  Englijh  were  then  lefs  fubjecfl  to 
epidemic  difeafes  than  in  his  own  time,,  fince  hiftory  abounds  with  the 
cleared  proofs  to  the  contrary.  From  his  ov/.n  account  it  is  indeed 
plain,  that  the  people  were  then  more  healthy  than  in  the  preceding  century. 
The  ague,  which  he  calls  the  quack,  or  pofe,  is  the  mildeft  fpecies  of  the 
remitting  fever,  which  had  formerly  been  prevalenr  in^  a,  more  malignant 
form,  and  according  to  the  luperllition  of  the  times  was  called  the  plague,, 
and  believed  to  be  a judgment  inflided  by  God,  and  independent  of  na-- 
rural  caufes.  Thole  difeafes,  however,  which  are  denominated  nervous,, 
are  the  olfspring  of  luxury  and  effeminacy,  and  were  aimoft  wholly 
known  to  our  lefs  delicate  ancellorSo 
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certain  that  the  medical  art  has  been  more  improved 
fince  the  time  of  Lord  Bacon  than  for  many  preceding 
ages,  it  will  therefore  be  readily  allowed,  that  the  fu- 
perior  Ikill  of  our  modern  phylicians,  in  treating  thefe 
difeafes,  may  have  had  no  fmall  fhare  in  retarding  their 
progrefs.  It  is,  however,  remarkable,  that  Unce  the 
introduftion  of  the  Peruvian  bark  there  has  been  no 
plague  in  England.^  and  that  powerful  remedy  hath 
perhaps  had  more  eifedt,  than  all  the  other  circum- 
ftances  which  have  been  mentioned,  in  preventing 
the  contagion  of  putrid  difeafes.  If,  therefore,  it  has 
had  fo  much  influence,  while  fo  many  prejudices  have 
been  entertained  againfl;  it,  what  may  not  be  ex- 
pected, when  time  fhall  have  detected  the  fallacy  of 
the  arguments  and  inventions  by  which  it  has  been 
oppofed ! 

III.  The  prevalence  of  thefe  diforders  in  the  army  and 
navy  agrees  exaCtly  with  the  account  already  given  of 
their  caufes.  Men  in  that  flation  are  more  expofed  to  the 
influence  of  the  atmofphere,  by  which  fuch  com- 
plaints are  firfl;  occafloned,  and  being  often  crowded 
together  in  narrow  apartments,  their  difeafes  are  there- 
by exalted  to  a higher  degree  of  malignity.  Though, 
therefore,  the  medical  gentlemen  in  thefe  departments 
have  difplayed  great  Ikill  and  attention,  it  is  impoflible 

that 
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that  they  fliould  be  fo  fuccefsful  in  checking  the  pro- 
grefs  of  putrid  diforders,  as  in  private  pradlice,  where 
the  j(ick  are  comfortably  lodged,  well  attended,  kept 
clean,  and  fupplied  with  every  thing  iiecefiary  to  render 
the  cure  more  pleafant,  certain  and  expeditious. 


=/>  - 
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CHAP.  X. 

Of  the  Aleans  of  preventing  Putrid  Difeafes. 

SINCE  putrid  difeafes  are  the  mofi;  frequent  and 
fatal  to  which  mankind  are  fubje<d:,  it  is  therefore 
of  the  greateft  importance  to  know  how  they  may  be 
prevented.  In  the  ninth  chapter,  and  throughout  the 
fecond  part  of  this  work,  the  particular  circumftances 
by  which  they  are  occafloned  have  been  enumerated, 
and  in  avoiding  or  counterading  thefe  the  prevention, 
will,  in  a great  meafure,  confifl;. 

In  profecuting  this  fubjed  it  will  be  proper,  firft,  to 
coniider  the  neceffary  precautions  to  be  obferved  by 
thofe  in  health,  and  who  are  not  expofed  to  infedion ; 
fecondly,  to  give  fuch  diredions  as  may  be  ufeful  to- 
thofe  who  are  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  contagion 
of  popular  difeafes ; and  in  the  laft  place,  to  deliver  fome- 
precepts  and  cautions  for  the  prefervation  of  thofe  who- 
encounter  the  dangers  arifing  from  a fudden  tranhtion 
through  various  countries  and  climates.. 


I.  Pk. 
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I.  A good  conftitution  may  be  injured  by  an  excefs 
of  caution,  and  the  health  of  the  weak  and  infirm  is 
improved  by  a proper  exertion.  The  beft  regulations 
may  be  perverted,  and  too  rigid  an  obfervance  of  thofe 
very  means,  which  conduce  to  health,  occafions  difeafes. 
If  the  duties  or  amufements  of  life  are  purfued  in  one 
uniform  courfe,  habits  are  contradled  from  which  it  is 
dangerous  to  depart.  He  who  has  been  accuftomed  to 
regular  exercife,  cannot  relinquifh  it  without  danger ; 
and  he,  who  has  always  contained  himfelf  within  the 
bounds  of  temperance  and  moderation,  may  fuifer  by 
the  leaft  cafual  deviation  from  thefe  wholefome  laws. 
Thofe  in  health  ought  not  therefore  to  be  ftridlly  con- 
fined to  rules,  but  inured  to  variety ; yet  whoever 
wifhes  to  preferve  that  ineftimable  blefilng,  a ferenk 
^mind  and  a found  body^  niuft  pay  fome  general  attention 
to  his  manner  of  life. 

To  thofe  of  better  fafhion,  in  this  age  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  recommend  neatnefs  in  their  perfons,  their 
apparel,  and  their  houfes ; and  if,  among  thofe  of  infe- 
rior ftations,  there  is  any  remains  of  that  flovenlinefs 
which  was  formerly  univerfal,  that  may  be  remedied  by 
the  influence  and  example  of  their  fuperiors. 

Some  attention  to  diet  is  neceflary,  but  the  regula*- 
tions  for  that  admit  of  great  latitude,  and  every  perfon, 

Qjl  2 who 
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who  attends  to  his  own  conftitution,  and  the  efFed 
of  vdifferent  kinds  of  aliment,  will  be  able  to  form 
better  rules  for  himfelf  in  this  refped  than  are  to 
be  expected  from  any  phyfician.  A due  mixture  of 
animal  and  vegetable  food,  with  a moderate  ufe  of  wine, 
or  of  well  fermented  malt  liquor  to  thofe  in  inferior 
nations,  is  in  general  a diet  well  adapted  to  the  pre- 
vention of  putrid  difeafes. 

A cids  have  been  reckoned  extremely  proper  for  the 
cure,  as  well  as  the  prevention  of  them  ; but  this  opi- 
nion hath  probably  been  adopted  from  a miftaken 
theory  rather  than  experience.  It  is  certain,  that  thefe 
diieafes  were  more  frequent  in  former  times,  when 
animal  food  was  lefs  common  ; and  they  are  flill  more 
prevalent  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  and  in  thofe 
countries  which  partake  leaf!  of  modern  luxury,  than 
among  thofe  of  higher  rank,  who  have  entirely  departed 
from  the  plain  manner  of  diving  of  their  anceftors. 
The  generality  of  mankind  are  fubjecl  to  acidity  in 
the  nrfl:  paffages,  and  putrid  diforders  are  moft  incident 
to  thofe  in  whom  that  is  mofl;  predominant ; yet  there 
are  fome  aftringent  acids,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  mineral 
kind,  which  are  found  to  be  extremely  ferviceable  in 
putrid  diforders,  but  ail  which  have  no  aflringency  are 
hurtful,  being  with. difficulty  converted  into  an  animal 

nature) 
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nature,  eafily  vitiated  in  the  fubfequent  digeftions,  and 
apt  to  degenerate  into  a putrid  or  corrupted  date. 

Moderate  exercife  is  not  only  in  general  conducive  to 
health,  but  particularly  ferviceable  in  the  prevention  of 
putrid  difeales.  The  perfpirable  matter  condfts  of  fuch 
particles  as,  by  repeated  circulations,  have  been  rendered 
unfit  for  the  purpofes  of  life  ; and  as  it  is  already 
become  putrelcent,  the  retention  of  it  may  readily 
affeft  the  other  fluids,  and  thereby  occafion  malignant 
fevers  and  fluxes.  But  as  exercife  greatly  promotes 
perfpiration,  it  muft  therefore  be  an  excellent  means  of 
preventing  fuch  diforders. 

Moifture  is  carefully  to  be  avoided,  fince  remitting 
fevers  have  ever  been  moft  prevalent  in  wet  feafons, 
and  chiefly  incident  to  thofe  who  live  in  a low  damp 
fituation.  Hence  the  autumnal  remittent  has,  by  fome, 
been  called  the  Wefminfier  fever ; and  many,  by  their 
attendance  on  the  houfes  of  parliament,  or  the  courts 
of  law,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feflions,  when  thefe 
houfes  are  more  damp  than  ufual,  have  contrafted’ 
dangerous  malignant  fevers.  But  that  might  often  be 
prevented  by  wearing  flannel  next  their  Ikin  in  moift. 
weather,  and  taking  bark. 
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11.  When  a putrid  fever  or  flux  feizes  any  perfon 
in  a family,  a more  particular  attention  is  neceflary  to 
prevent  the  difeafe  from  fpreading.  The  flck  ought  to 
be  lodged  in  large  apartments,  or  if  that  cannot  be  done, 
they  fhould  be  frequently  moved  from  one  room  to 
another ; and  care  fhould  be  taken  that  the  whole 
houfe  be  well  aired,  by  opening  the  doors  and  windows ; 
the  bed-linnen,  and  that  of  the  patient,  fhould  be  often 
fhifted  ; thofe  in  health  fhould  avoid  all  unnecefiary 
communication  with  the  flck  ; and  thofe,  whofe  duty  it 
is  to  attend  them,  fliould  ufe  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  a 
moderate  fhare  of  wine. 

in.  Pafling  from  a warm  climate  to  a cold  one  is  fo 
far  from  being  dangerous  to  healthy  perfons,  that  it  rather 
braces  and  ftrengthens  the  conftitution  ; but  thofe  who 
remove  from  a dry  to  a moift  air,  or  from  a cold 
to  a warm  country,  are  in  danger  of  being  feized  with 
putrid  difeafes.  But  in  every  country  there  is  a 
healthy  and  flckly  feafon,  and  difeafes  are  generally 
moft  prevalent  after  heavy  rains.  They  are  not  fre- 
quent in  England  in  fummer,  and  ftill  lefs  in  win- 
ter ; but  more  prevalent  in  fpring,  and  mofi:  of  all  in 
autumn.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  have  lived  in  warm 
countries,  and  are  deflrous  to  return  to  England y 
fhould  flx  their  departure  fo  as  to  arrive  there  in 
the  middle  of  Januarjy  by  which  means  they  would 

avoid 
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avoid  the  hcklieft  feafon,  and  have  time  to  be  ha- 
bituated to  the  climate  before  the  next  autumn. 
Thofe  who  are  to  go  from  Britain  to  warmer  climates, 
if  they  can  chufe  their  time,  Ihould  fet  out  fo  as  to 
arrive  at  their  deftined  rehdence  in  the  healthieft 
feafon. 

Perfons  who  live  in  a hot  climate,  being  much 
relaxed,  often  become  indolent,  and  difcontinue  their 
wonted  exercife ; but  this  renders  them  ftill  more 
fubjedb  to  difeafes.  Though  therefore  it  might  be 
hnprudent  to  expofe  themfelves  long  to  the  fcorch- 
ing  heat  of  the  meridian  fun,  yet  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  ufe  moderate  exercife  in  fome  part  of  the 
day.  But  though  fome  caution  is  requilite  in  avoiding 
extreme  heat,  yet  there  is  more  danger  of  being  tempted, 
after  a fultry  day,  to  walk  out  in  the  damps  of  the 
evening,  which  are  ftill  more  pernicious ; as  putrid 
difeafes  are  chiefly  occafloned  by  moifture. 

Temperance  is  effential  to  the  prefervation  of  health 
in  every  climate,  and  efpecially  to  ftrangers  on  their 
firft  arrival  in  hot  countries ; but  this  is  not  to  be  too 
ftridlly  interpreted,  for  a free  ufe  of  light  aliment,  and 
a moderate  allowance  of  wine,  is  abfolutely  neceflliry.. 
Experience  fhould  teach  men  what  kind  of  food  and 
drink  is  mofl:  conducive  to  health  ; but  the  indulgence- 
3,  of 
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of  appetite  fometimes  prevents  their  complying  with 
thofe  rules  which  reafon  would  didate. 

The  Peruvian  bark,  which  has  already  been  recom- 
mended as  a means  of  prevention  from  contagion,  is 
particularly  ufeful  to  thofe  who  encounter  the  dangers 
of  unhealthy  climates,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  conftitution 
when  relaxed  by  a long  rehdence  in  warm  countries. 
It  has,  I am  well  aware,  been  fuppofed  to  occafion 
obftrudions  in  the  abdominal  vifcera ; and  thofe  who 
arc  ftill  under  the  influence  of  thefe  prejudices  will  ima- 
gine it  improper  for  flrangers,  on  their  arrival  in  R7sg~ 
land  from  hot  climates,  fince  they  are  peculiarly  fubjed 
to  thefe  complaints;  but  the  pradice  is  founded  on 
experience.  It  muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that  though 
fuch  perfons  do  indeed  fometimes  recover  by  the  benefit 
of  their  native  air,  when  only  trifling  remedies  are  pre- 
fcribed,  yet  it  will  be  allowed,  that,  even  under  the 
diredion  of  an  able  phyfician,  the  cure  is  precarious, 
when  a confiderable  obftrudion  is  formed  in  the  abdo- 
minal vifcera. 

The  effed  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  in  thefe  complaints, 
has  already  been  exemplified*';  and  in  order  further  to 

illuftrate 


* Compare  Part  II.  chap.  L fecft.  iv.  p.  73 — 77,  with  Part  II.  chap,  x, 
cafe  X.  p.  106.  and  chap.  V.  remarks,  p.  123. 
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illuftrate  this  fubje£t,  I fhall  relate  two  other  cafes  of 
that  kind  in  which  it  was  fuccefsfully  prefcribed. 

CASE  I. 

j who  had  ferved  as  a ferjeant  in  Por- 
tugal during  the  laft  war,  was  feized,  in  the  autumn, 
1762,  after  lying  in  the  open  air  in  wet  weather,  with 
a remitting  fever.  When  that  abated,  his  belly  and 
legs  fwelled.  He  was  much  reduced,  and  complained 
of  indigeftion  and  great  third:.  After  many  unfuccefsful 
endeavours  to  remove  thefe  complaints,  he  was  at  laft 
difmified  the  fervice,  and  returned  to  his  friends  in 
Scotla7id^  without  any  hopes  of  recovery.  On  the  14th 
of  fanuaryy  1764,  I was  delired  to  viftt  him.  He 
was  weak,  and  much  emaciated ; made  little  water, 
was  coftive,  and  had  no  appetite.  His  thighs  and- 
legs  were  fwelled  to  more  than  twice  their  natural 
lize,  and  a large  quantity  of  water  was  contained  in 
his  belly.  Strong  purgatives,  with  calomel,  having 
been  firft  ufed  without  efi'e<ft,  the  following  medicines 
- 'vvere  prefcribed : 
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No.  XXV.  {!:.  Magnefce  Albis  femidrachmam^ 

^‘artari  Emetici  granam^ 

Salts  Ammoniaci  Crudi  grana  fex^ 

Nitri  Purifcati  grana  quindecem  ; 

F.  Pulvis  quater  de  die  fumendust 

Superbibendo  Cyathum  Infufonis  fequetttis. 

No.  XXVI.  Corticis  Peruviani  triti  unciam^ 

Baccarum  funiperi., 

Radicis  Calami  Aromaticif 
Zinziberi  ana  drachmas  duas^ 

Aquce  fontan(^  bullientis  fefquilibram  in- 
funde  per  noEiem  et  cola. 

He  had  plentiful  liquid  ftools,  and  made  water  in 
large  quantity.  The  fwelling  in  his  belly  and  legs  en- 
tirely difappeared,  and  by  the  continued  ufe  of  thefe 
medicines  he  was  foon  reftored  to  health.  The 
water  being  carried  off,  a hard  tumour  was  obferved, 
which  appeared  to  be  feated  in  the  liver ; but  it 
was  attended  with  no  pain,  nor  any  other  inconvenience, 
He  has  fince  married,  and  continues  hill  to  enjoy  per- 
fe£t  health. 


CASE 
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CASE  ir. 

The  gentleman,  whofe  cafe  is  already  related,  in  the 
firft  part  of  this  work*,  having  in  a great  meafure  re- 
covered his  health,  went  to  the  north  of  Scotland^  a 
journey  of  fix  hundred  miles,  where  he  was  feized  with 
a remitting  fever,  and  the  fwelling  in  his  belly  and  legs 
returned.  Being  informed  of  thefe  circumftances,  I ad- 
vifed  him  to  take  large  dofes  of  the  bark,  and  crude  fal 
ammoniac,  in  the  manner  already  diredted  -f,  with  the 
occafional  addition  of  rhubarb,  if  conftipation  fhould 
render  it  neceflary.  By  the  ufe  of  it  the  fever  was  foon 
removed,  the  fwelling  in  his  belly  and  legs  entirely 
difappeared,  and  he  has  fince  enjoyed  perfedt  health. 


^ Parti,  chap.  viii.  cafe  iii.  p.  52. 
t Part  II.  chap.  iii.  p.  89. 
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CHAP.  XL 

Of  the  Operation  of  the  Peruvian  Bark, 

FR  O M a thorough  conviction  of  the  errors  which 
have  fprung  from  the  indulgence  of  conjecture  and 
fpeculative  opinions,  I have  hitherto  induftrioufly  avoided 
any  attempt  to  account  for  the  effeCts  of  the  Peruvian 
bark.  Fully  fatisfied,  from  experience,  of  its  fovereign 
efficacy,  it  would  have  been  unjuftifiable  to  withhold 
it,  becaufe  its  mode  of  operation  could  not  be  plaulibly 
explained,  or,  by  theoretical  comments,  to  obfcure  a 
hiftory  by  which  its  efficacy  is  clearly  demonftrated. 
Neverthelefs,  without  connecting  what  is  advanced  on 
that  fubjeCt  with  the  faCts  already  related,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  conlider  how  far  its  virtues  in  putrid 
difeafes  may  be  rationally  explained. 

Though  many  plauhble  accounts  have  been  given  of 
the  operation  of  fome  remedies,  of  which,  after  all,  the 
effects  are  perhaps  not  yet  afcertained,  yet  the  efficacy 
of  the  Pe7'uvia?i  bark,  which  is  too  powerful  to  be 
2 overlooked 
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overlooked  or  denied,  has  generally  been  attributed  to 
fpecific  or  occult  qualities. 

It  is,  indeed,  perhaps,  afpiring  beyond  the  fphere  of 
the  human  underftanding,  to  pretend  to  explain  the 
operation  of  any  remedy.  That  ipecacuan  has  an 
emetic,  and  jalap  a purgative  quality,  are  fadbs  which 
fall  under  the  cognizance  of  our  fenfes;  but  how  either 
of  them  a<5t  upon  the  human  body,  fo  as  to  produce 
thefe  effeds,  is  a fecret  about  which  we  may  form  many 
plaufible  conjedures,  but  fhall  probably  never  be  able 
to  fatisfy  any  perfon  of  good  fenfe  and  found  judgment. 
In  like  manner  we  have  ocular  demonftration  for  the 
efficacy  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  checking  the  progrefs 
of  a gangrene,  in  the  external  parts  of  the  body ; and 
we  have  therefore  good  reafon  to  exped  that  it  ffiould 
alfo  effedually  prevent  the  whole  mafs  of  folids  and 
fluids  from  degenerating  into  a putrid  or  diflblved  ftate. 
But  if  we  fhould  refrain  from  the  ufe  of  it,  till  we  are 
able  to  explain,  in  a rational  and  fatisfadory  manner, 
how  it  ads  upon  the  human  body,  to  produce  fuch 
furprifing  effeds,  mankind  might  for  ever  be  deprived 
of  one  of  the  moft  valuable  remedies  that  ever  enriched 
the  Materia  Medica. 

But  though  its  virtues  are  clearly  proved,  yet  many 
circumftances  flill  confpire  to  prevent  its  being  fo  ex- 

tenflvely 
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tenfively  ufed  as,  from  its  great  efficacy,  might  be  ex- 
pelled. When  it  is  given  in  the  beginning  of  a re- 
mitting fever,  though  it  feldom  fails  to  retard  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  difeafe,  yet  it  often  at  firft  renders  the  re- 
miffions  lefs  diftin6l ; and  a timid,  or  inexperienced 
pradlitioner,  entertaining  from  thence  very  falfe  notions 
concerning  it,  may  be  deterred  by  fuch  imperfect  ex- 
perience from  ufing  it  again  in  Umilar  cafes  *. 


It  fometimes  occalions  naufea,  vomiting  and  purging, 
and  fome  care  is  neceffary  to  prevent  thefe  lymptoms 
from  becoming  violent ; and  unlefs  the  patient  has  fuf- 
ficient  confidence  in  his  phyfician,  it  may  be  difficult 
to  perfuade  him  to  perfevere  in  the  ufe  of  a medicine, 
by  which  he  at  firft  finds  his  complaints  apparently 
aggravated.  But  a greater  obftrudlion  to  the  extenfive 
application  of  it  arifes  from  its  being  either  rendered, 
ufelefs  from  age  and  being  kept  damp,  or  from  its 

being 


^ The  ufual  effe(5l  of  the  Peruvian  bark  is  to  render  the  paroxyfms 
milder,  and  the  remiflions  lefs  diftinft ; but  the  progrefs  of  the  fever  to  a 
malignant  ftate  is  prevented;  whereas,  under  the  common  management, 
efpecially  in  the  early  ftage,  a diftin6t  remilTion  is  often  unexpetftcdly  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a fatal  paroxyfm.  So  ill  founded  is  the  common  pradlice  of 
perfifling  in  endeavouring  to  procure  a diftindl  interval  between  the  pa- 
roxyfms, and  fo  deceitful  is  that  partial  and  temporary  refpite  when 
obtained  ! 

See  Part  II.  chap.  i.  feft.  iv.  p.  75.  And  compare  cliap.  iv.  cafe), 
cafe  ii.  and  cafe  iii,  with  chap,  v.  remark  iii.  and  chap,  vh  p.  188, 
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being  bafely  adulterated  •f.  In  fuch  a cafe  it  can  have 
no  efFedl,  and  the  phyhcian,  not  confcious  of  the  caufe  of 
his  difappointment,  forming  an  erroneous  opinion  con- 
cerning its  operation,  it  is  by  fuch  unfair  trials  brought 
into  difcredit. 

But  as  the  hiftory  of  it  is  now  afcertained  ; as  the 
fallacy  of  the  arguments  by  which  it  has  been  con- 
demned are  detected  ; and  as  no  obftrudlion,  I truft, 
can,  in  the  prefent  age,  be  apprehended  from  the  in- 
terefted  views  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  various  medical 
departments,  truth  it  may  be  hoped  will  gradually 
prevail  over  every  artifice,  and  the  Peruvian  bark  at 
length  be  univerfally  adopted. 


-j-  Many  inftances  have  occurred,  where  a large  quantity  of  bark  has 
been  taken  without  any  benefit  *,  but  upon  changing  it  for  fome  of  a better 
quality,  it  has  inflantly  proved  effedtuaL  One  may  be  related  as  an  ex- 
ample : 

A gentleman  took,  in  London.^  above  a pound  of  bark  for  the  cure  of  an 
ague,  but  without  effect,  till  at  laft  having  got  fome  of  a cargo  which  had 
been  fent  to  England  by  his  father,  then  BritiJJj  conful  in  Spain.^  his  difeafe 
was  entirely  removed  by  half  an  ounce  of  that  genuine  medicine. 

I have  been  informed,  from  undoubted  authority,  that  a quantity  of  the 
bed  Peruvian  bark  is  fent  every  year  from  the  SpajjiJh  fectlements  in  America^ 
for  the  royal  family  of  Spain^  it  being  judged  unfit  for  their  ufe  when  it 
has  been  kept  above  a year. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON  THE 

PREVAILING  DISEASES 

I N 

GREAT  B R I r A I JSr,  See. 


PART  III. 

Of  Difeafes  which  partake  both  of  a Putrid 

and  Inflammatory  Nature. 


INTRODUCTION. 


A V I N G,  in  the  firft  part  of  this  work, 
treated  of  inflammatory  difeafes,  and  in  the 
fecond  of  thofe  of  the  putrid  kind,  it  will 
now  be  proper  to  conlider  the  appearances  of  thofe 
which  partake  of  the  nature  of  both.  Such  diforders 

S f 


are 
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are  lefs  frequent  than  the  putrid,  and  more  prevalent 
than  the  inflammatory,  but  lefs  uniform  than  either, 
and  cannot  therefore  be  reduced  with  the  fame  certainty 
and  precifion  to  a regular  clafs.  But  to  give  fome 
example  of  their  general  treatment,  the  rheumatifm  and 
puerperal  fever,  being  leaft  complicated,  may  be  here 
defcribed,  though  the  management  of  particular  cafes 
muft  ever,  in  a great  meafure,  depend  on  the  fagacity 
and  prompt  difcernment  of  the  phyflcian. 


H A P. 


[ 315  3 


CHAP.  L 

Of  the  Rheumatifm. 


SECT.  I. 

A Review  of  the  Htflory  of  the  Rheumatifn. 


O account  being  tranfmitted  to  us  of  the  difeafe, 
now  called  the  rheumatifm,  by  thofe  authors 
who  lived  before  phyfic  had  been  vitiated  and  rendered 
intricate,  by  the  introduction  of  fuperfluous  and  unne- 
ceflary  diftinCtions ; it  is  therefore  more  difficult  to 
give  an  accurate  defci'iption  of  it  than  of  thofe  diforders 
which  have  been  diflinClly  defcribed  by  the  ancients. 


Hippocrates  has  not  diftinguiffied  it  from  the  remit- 
ting fever,  yet,  in  defcribing  that  difeafe,  he  recounts 
many  of  the  fymptoras  fuppofed  peculiar  to  the  rheu- 
matifm ; but  in  his  writings  he  means  no  more  by  ffiat 
term  than  a fluxion  of  humours  to  any  particular 

S f a part: 
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part*:  and  it  is  alfo  vifed  in  the  fame  fenfe  by  Ccslius 
Aurelianus  . 

Ballonius  is  among  the  firft  who  has  defcribed  the 
difeafe,  but  his  defcription  is  rendered  intricate  and 
jirolix  by  a variety  of  fcholaftic  diftindtions  and  defini- 
tions. He  has  alfo  confounded  the  acute  and  chronic 
rheumatifm,  and  has  not  fufhciently  diftinguiflted  either 
from  the  gout.  Neverthelefs  many  of  his  obfervations 
.are  juft  and  judicious.  The  found  and  healthy,  accord- 
ing to  him,  as  well  as  thofe  who  are  recovering  from  a 
tedious  illnefs,  are  fubjeeft  to  this  difeafe.  Perfons  of 
a bad  habit  of  body,  and  thofe  who  are  plethoric,  are 
readily  affedted,  either  when  perfpiration  is  obftrudted, 
or  the  blood  otherwife  vitiated  ; and  it  is  particularly 
incident  to  thofe  who  have  laboured  under  putrid  fevers. 
It  is  attended  with  a fever,  but  that  is  not  violent  j but 

if 


^ *fc)£Ta  a^j  I’Ki  ri;  o<p^a\iJ.ah  rpsTrsrat  7 cy v peu/jtaTCx).7,  car 
Trav'loia^  IXxcT  l3\l(pai:ci)  xolfiS'/n  c/'g,  (y^'coi/ 

Ti  xal  Tcl  tcTctiv  cf3'aX/jccT>',  s(p’  0 ri  av  tTripp-jj]’,  ptlyvicrin  xat 

Tov  Trjv  ^flcvva*  ca'uvcci  'j  ^ xaJ/jta  xaj  <f\cyiJLog 

xa1«p(^(I  Tivor,  psu/iala  7re(p^f),  '}^urilai 

Xyif/.r)  dvr*  du'iim  urj. 

Lib.  de  Prifea  Medicina,  f).  1 5.  No.  50. 


f Peripneumonia  eil  palTio  generaliter  acuta,  atque  flridlura  fuffedla, 
adjundlo  levi  humoris  fluore,  quein  rheumatifmum  vocant. 

Acutonm  Morhorum^  lib.  ii.  cap.xxvii.  p.  139.  Amjlel.  1722. 
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if  it  fhould  happen  to  be  more  feverc,  it  prsts  on  the 
appearance  of  a true  continent  putrid  fever.  The  pain 
increafes  in  the  night,  and  the  reft  is  difturbed  ; the 
rheumatifm  being  over  the  whole  body  what  the  gout 
is  in  a particular  part.  The  gout  returns  at  certain 
ftated  periods,  but  the  rheumatifm  does  not,  excepting 
in  thofe  who  live  irregularly,  or  who  are  v/eak  and  in- 
firm, or  have  acquired  a gouty  conftitution.  But  thofe 
W’ho  have  been  twice  or  thrice  afflided  with  the  rheu- 
matifm cannot,  without  the  grcateft  care,  efcape  the 
gout  j fo  that  the  rheumatifm  may  be  confidered  as 
the  harbinger  of  the  gout. 

O O 

The  cure  is  to  be  accompli ftied  by  bleeding,  and  pro- 
moting perfpiration ; but  the  impatience  of  the  fick 
does  not  admit  of  the  latter  method  of  cure,  becaufe 
the  pain  fometimes  renders  it  impoftible  to  contain 
themfelves  in  bed,  or  to  bear  the  leaft  covering  upon  their 
body.  Clyfters  are  proper,  and  a cool  regimen  might 
alfo  be  ufeful ; but  it  is  attended  with  two  inconve- 
niences : it  leflens  the  perfpiration,  and  even  when  the 
difeafe  is  fubdued  by  it,  a weaknefs  remains  in  the  parts,, 
which  fometimes  gives  rife  to  the  gout  *. 

Sydenham  has  defcribed  the  rheumatifm  at  great  lengthy 
but,  as  in  other  difeafes,  has  rendered  his  defcription  intri- 
cate, by  introducing  a variety  of  diftindions.  The  opinion 

which 

* Ballonius  de  Rheum atifmo  et  Pleuritide  DorfalL. 
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which  he  held  concerning  the  diverfity  of  the  operations 
of  nature  *,  not  only  led  him  to  form  minute  divihons 
which  cannot  be  clearly  traced,  but  rendered  him  fluc- 
tuating and  unflable  in  his  pradlice. 

The  rheumatifm,  according  to  him,  is  occafloned  by 
fudden  cold,  when  the  body  has  been  previoufly  heated 
by  violent  exercife,  or  any  other  means.  It  begins  with 
rigors,  which  are  fucceeded  by  heat,  reftlefsnefs,  thirft, 
and  other  troublefome  fymptoms  with  which  fevers  are 
ufually  attended.  After  a day  or  two,  and  fometimes 
fooner,  the  patient  is  diifrefled  wdth  violent  pain  in  one 
or  other  of  the  joints,  particularly  in  the  wrifts,  {boul- 
ders, or  knees.  Thefe  pains,  frequently  fhifting,  affedl 
thefe  parts  by  turns,  feme  rednefs  and  fw'elling  remain- 
ing after  they  are  removed.  The  fever,  fometimes,  con- 
tinues for  feveral  days,  accompanied  with  the  fymptoms 
already  mentioned ; but  it  gradually  difappears,  while 
the  pain  remains  or  becomes  more  violent,  the  febrile 
matter  being  transferred  to  the  joints,  as  is  fufiiciently 
demonftrated  by  the  fudden  return  of  the  fever,  when 
the  matter  is  repelled  by  the  unfeafonable  application  of 

external 

Fieri  qiiidem  pofiit,  ut  vari-se  nafeantur  epidemicorum  fpecies,  di- 
verfis  conftitutionibus  proprise,  et  quae  proinde  medendi  methodum  in 
aliquibiis  diverfam  fibi  fuo  jure  vcndicent. — Quo  enim  profundius  in 
quaecunque  naturie  opera  penetremus,  eo  luculentius  nobis  afFulgeat  ingens 
ilia  varictas  et  divinum  pene  artidcium  operationum  ejus,  quae  captum 
noilruni  longinimc  fuperant. 

Ds  Morhis  Acutis  Se5iio  quart cap.  iii.  p.  223. 
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external  remedies.  This  difeafe  is  frequently  called  the 
gout,  when  it  is  not  attended  with  a fever,  though  it 
is  effentially  different.  If  it  is  unllcilfully  treated,  it 
continues  for  many  months,  and  fometimes  for  life, 
although  in  that  cafe  it  does  not  proceed  with  equal 
violence,  but  in  repeated  periodical  paroxyfms:  nay,  it 
fometimes  happens,  that,  after  a long  continuance,  the 
pain  vanifhes  fpontaneoully,  while  the  patient  is  deprived 
of  all  motion,  the  joints  of  the  fingers  being  protuberant,, 
and  in  a manner  inverted,  as  in  the  gout. 

There  is  another  fpecies  of  the  rheumatifm,  which  is 
often  miftaken  for  fome  other  difeafe,  which  may  be 
properly  called  the  rheumatic  lumbago.  It  is  a violent 
pain  in  the  loins,  extending  to  the  os  facrum,  and  re- 
fembling  a nephritic  paroxyfm,  but  is  not  attended  with 
vomiting.  The  kidneys,  the  ureters,  and  even  the 
bladder,  are  alfo  fometimes  affedted;  the  patient  cannot  ’ 
lye  down,  but  is  obliged  to  get  out  of  bed,  or  fit  iir 
it  ere6t. 

He  then  proceeds,  at  great  length,  to  diffinguifii 
the  rheumatifm  from  the  feurvy ; but  after  all,  there 
is,  he  fiys,  it  mufl  be  owned,  a fpecies  of  rheumatifm 
which  approaches  very  near  to  the  feurvy,  being  attended 
with  fimilar  fymptoms,  and  yielding  to  almoft  the  fame 
remedies  ; hut  the  parts  are  not  fwelled,  nor  is  it  ac- 
companied v/ith  a fever.  It  is  not  fo  much  a fixed 

difeafe, 
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difeafe,  but  of  a more  vague,  indolent,  and  uncertain 
nature,  and  the  appearances  are  more  anomalous.  Per- 
fons  are  obnoxious  to  this  difeafe  who  have  for  a long 
time  taken  Peruvian  bark,  which,  he  fays,  is  the  only 
inconvenience  he  ever  faw  from  the  ufe  of  that  medicine*. 
But  in  another  place  he  juflly  remarks,  that  many  com- 
plaints, which  are  occalioned  by  intermitting  fevers,  have 
been  injudicioufly  afcribed  to  the  bark  -f- ; and  it  may  be 
added,  as  Sir  Joh7i  Prmgle  has  alfo  obfei'ved|,  that  this 
very  fymptom  was  taken  notice  of  by  Ballonius^  before 
that  remedy  was  difcovered  : and  in  the  fequel  it  will 
appear,  that  this  remark  is  flill  further  confirmed  by  Sy~ 
denha7n%  future  obfervations ; fince  he  afterwards  ob- 
ferved  a fpecies  of  rheumatifm  which  was  exafperated  by 
bleeding,  and  only  to  be  cured  by  the  method  which  he 
ufed  in  the  intermitting  fever,  with  which  it  was  com- 
bined : but  in  that  difeafe  Sydenham  ^ chief  dependance 
was  placed  in  the  Peruvian  bark. 

In  conformity  to  thefe  diftindlions  different  methods 
of  cure  are  prefcribed.  In  the  firfi;  fpecies,  which  may 
be  ftiled  the  acute  rheumatifm,  ten  ounces  of  blood  are 
to  be  taken,  and  the  fame  quantity  next  day.  This 
is  to  be  repeated  four  times,  or  oftener ; but,  after  the 
fecond  bleeding,  at  longer  intervals.  A julep  and 

emuifion, 

Sydenhami  Opera,  p.  544 — 352. 

•f  See  page  242. 

X Obfervations  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  part  iii.  chap.  ii.  p.  161. 
Sixth  edition. 
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emullion,  of  little  efficacy,  are  alfo  direded*;  in  the 
intervals  a laxative  clyfter  is  to  be  frequently  given  ; 
and  when  this  method  is  purfued,  anodynes  are  pro- 
hibited f. 

If  the  ftrength  does  not  admit  of  large  bleeding,  after 
repeating  that  operation  two  or  three  times,  the  cure 
is  to  be  attempted  by  purgatives  and  anodynes  f ; but 
if  neither  of  thefe  methods  prove  effedtual,  and  the 
weaknefs  of  the  patient  forbids  further  evacuations,  an, 
antifcorbutic  water  and  electuary  are  to  be  tried  §. 

Such  were  Sydenham  % opinions  concerning  the  rheu- 
matifm,  and  fuch  was  his  method  of  cure  in  the  year 
1675  II ; but  in  1685,  after  ten  years  more  experience**', 
he  feems  to  have  formed  a different  judgment  both  of 
the  difeafe,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  ought  to  be 

treated.  He  had  often  lamented,  he  lays,  that  it  Could 

T t not 

* Opera,  p.  734. 

f Quin  et  anodyna  didla  remedia  effufiorem  fanguinis  mifTionem  poftu- 
lant:  quamobrem  utut  faeviat  dolor,  per  omnem  hujus  morbi  dccurfum, 
religiofe  mihi  ab  his  temperandum  exiftimo,  modo  mihi  animo  fit  cura- 
tionem  a fanguinis  miffione  folum  petere,  cum  lllorum  ufu  figatur  morbus, 
neque  tarn  facile  venaefedlioni  cedat  •,  qus  ideo  ob  hasc  ipfa  medicamenta 
bfficiofe  nimis  exhibita,  ffepius,  quam  erat  opus,  celebranda  cfl.  Qiiid 
quod  et  in  morbi  (latu,  neque  illam,  quam  titulo  pollicentur, 
valeant  praeftare.  Opera,  p.  347. 

X Id.  ibid.  p.  348. 

§ Id.  ibid.  p.  352, 

I When  he  pubiifhed  his  Treatife  JDe  Morhis  Acuti’s, 

Whan  the  fecond  edition  of  his  Letter  to  Dr.  Brady  was  pubiifhed. 
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not  be  removed  but  by  taking  away  a great  quantity  of 
blood,  whence  the  patient  was  not  only  brought  into  a 
temporary  ftate  of  imbecility,  but,  if  of  a delicate  con- 
ftitution,  rendered  obnoxious  to  other  diftempers,  the 
matter,  which  had  occafloned  the  rheumatifm,  being  at 
length,  by  cold  or  any  other  flight  accident,  thrown 
upon  the  lungs.  For  thefe  reafons  he  refolved  to  try 
whether  the  difeafe  could  not  be  removed  by  fome  other 
means,  and  judging  a fimple,  light,  cooling  diet  fuit- 
able,  he  entirely  omitted  bleeding  and  all  other  re- 
medies, reftrifting  the  lick  for  fome  days  to  the  ufe  of 
cow  whey  alone ; and'  that  pradlice,  he  fays,  fucceeded,. 
without  occalioning  any  of  the  inconveniencies.  with 
which  the  former  method  had  been  attended  He  then 
proceeds  to  inform  us,  that  he  had  learned  by  experience, 
that  after  having  once,  or  at  mofl  twice,  let  blood,  it 
was  better  to  prefcribe  eathartics,  than  to  repeat  that 
operation  fo  often  as  he  had  formerly  done,  lince  by  that 
means  the  lick  were  not  fo  much  reduced;  and  opiates, 
which  during  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen  were  fuppofed 

improper, 

In  rheumatifmi  ve.ro  eiiratione  fepenumero  mihi  fubiit  dolere,  quod* 
non  nifi  ingenti  fanguinis  vi  repetitis  venas  fedionibus  educla  ea  pofllr 
perfici  unde  a^gri  vires  non  tantum  pro  tempore  franguntur,  fed  fi  paulo 
fuerit  natura  debilior,  aliis  etiam  morbis  ad  annos  aliquot  obnoxior  fere 
redditur  •,  cum  poll  illos  elapfos  materia  rheumatifmum  prius  committens 
jam  in  pulmones  depluat,  segro  feiz  frigore  percufib,  vel  alia  aliqua 
xpog aoTf i leviori,  diathefis  latens  in  fanguine  jam  foras  in  adum  protrudatur. 
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improper,  might  be  ufed  with  fafety and  in  the  conclu- 
lion  of  the  fame  epiftolary  differtation,  which  is  one  of  his 
lateft  works,  he  takes  notice,  left  any  one  fliould  have  been 
mifled  by  his  former  precepts,  that  he  obferved  a ftrong  re- 
femblance  between  the  intermitting  fever,  which  was  then 
epidemic,  and  the  rheumatifra  ; and  that  it  required  the 
fame  method  of  cure  as  that  fever,  but  was  eXafperated 
by  frequent  bleeding  and  all  other  evacuations,  the  fick 
being  thereby  thrown  into  the  raoft  imminent  danger^. 

SEC  T. 

H is  de  caiifis  experin  ilatui,  an  nulla  alia  methodus  daretiir  a rciterata 
toties  phlebotomia  diverfa,  qua  hie  morbus  poffit  debellari.  Serio  itaque 
perpendens,  quod  afFectus  ifte  (uti  jampridem  in  acutorum  hiftoria  fubinnui) 
ab  inflammatione  videatur  oriri,— tandem  vero  fimile  elTe  judicabam,  morbum 
hunc  di^ta  (implici,  admodum  refrigerante^  et  mediocriter  nutriente,  aegro 
imperata,  aeque  feliciter  ac  repetitis  venae  fedionibus  profligari  poile  % 
etiam  evitatis,  quse  alteri  methodo  adjungebantur  incommodis : neque  me 
fefellit  'Dideta  a fero  la5lis  Phlebotomia  loco  fubftitut^a. 

Epijiola  Refponforia  ad  Rohertum  Brady ^ M.  D.  Oper.  p.  401,  402. 

•f*  Experientia  didicl,  fatius  elTc,  poft  fecundamj  vel  ad  pluriumum  poll 
tertiam  venasfedionem  cathartica  faepe  faspius  exhibere  atque  repetere  donee 
fymptomata  omnia  penitus  celTaverunt,  quam  Phlebotomise  rem  totam 
committere.  Etenim  ob  catharfm  fuppetias  ad  averruncandum  morbum 
Phlebotomise  ferentem,  citra  ingentem  iftam  fanguinis  jadluram  fubriftere 
fas  erit , atque  porro  locus  relinquetur  Paregorkis^  a quibus  alias  utut 
fseviret  dolor,  aegro  temperandum  efTet,  cum  illorum  ufu  figatur  morbus, 
neque  tarn  facile  vense  feclioni  cedat.  Id,  ibid,  405. 

^ Hie  autem  commemorate  libet,  me  per  conilitutionem  inftantem 
obfervafle  affe6lum  quendam  rnodo  rheurnatifmum  semulantem,  modo  etiam 
a nephriiico  dolore  quoad  feviffimum  lumborum  cruciatum  non  multum 

T t.  2 abludentem. 


324 


Of  the  Rheumatifm^ 


S E C T.  11. 

Defcription  of  the  Acute  Rheumatifm. 

WITHOUT  entering  upon  the  confideration  of 
the  chronic  rheumatifm,  the  gout,  or  fcurvy, 
with  which  Ballonius  and  Sydenham,  have  blended  their 
accounts  of  the  difeafe,  1 lhall  now  proceed  to  treat  of 
the  acute  rheumatifm,  that  being  the  only  fpecies  of  it 
which  belongs  to  our  prefent  fubjedl. 

When  the  remitting  fever  is  lefs  frequent  than  in 
fickly  feafons,  and  appears  in  a milder  form,  it  is  often 
accompanied  with  pain  over  the  whole  body,  but  par- 
ticularly the  joints,  and  a fever  of  that  kind  is  generally 
denominated  the  rheumatifm. 

This 

abdulentem,  qui  cum  febres  intermittentes  excipere  foleret,  tranflationi  ma- 
terial febrilis  in  mufculofos  corporis  partes  originem  fuam  debebat.  Hoc 
fymptoma  hand  diverfam  medendi  methodum  poftiilabat  ab  ilia  quam 
morbus  ipfe,  cui  adhaereret,  febris  nempe  intermittens,  fibi  vendicabat  .; 
cum  a frequenti  phlebotomia  et  quibufcunque  aiiis  evacuationibus  exaf- 
peretur  illud,  atque  aeger  in  vitae  difcrimen  conjiceretur.  Qiiod  ut  nemini 
imponat,  id  attingere  volui. 

Epfiola  ad  Rohr  turn  Brady  ^ M.  D*  Cfer,  p.  40^, 
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This  difeafe  begins  with  rigor  and  coldnefs,  which  are 
lucceeded  by  heat,  third:,  and  fweating ; the  joints  are 
fometimes  red  and  fwelled,  but  that  foldoni  happens 
till  the  difeafe  has  continued  fome  time. 

It  is  feldom  attended  witli  naufea  and  vomiting,  as 
in  the  common  epidemic  remitting  fever,  nor  is  the 
patient  delirious.  A diarrhoea  is  alfo  an  unufual  fymp- 
tom,  and  when  it  happens,  the  pain  generally  abates, 
and  the  fever  fometimes  degenerates  into  one  of  the 
putrid  malignant  kind.  The  pain  does  not  always  con- 
tinue in  the  fame  degree,  but  is  attended  with  remiflions 
and  exacerbations  j and  thotigh  it  is  often  moft  violent 
in  the  night,  yet  that  is  not  a conftant  rule. 

As  pain  is  the  great  criterion  of  inflammation,  it  is 
fometimes  difflcult  to  diftinguifli  the  acute  rheumatifm 
from  the  pure,  Ample,  inflammatory  fever  ; but  the 
latter  is  a much  lefs  frequent  difeafe  than  the  former. 
Inflammation  is  generally  confined  to  a particular  part, 

and  the  pain  continues  with  the  fame  violence  till  the 
inflammation  is  either  refolved  or  terminates  in  fup- 
puration.  The  parts  moft  frequently  aflected  by 
inflammation  are  the  lungs,  the  pleura,  the  inter- 

ccftal  mufcles,  and  the  abdominal  vifcera  ; but  the 
rheumatifm  either  occafions  a general  laifitude  ol  the 

whole  body,  which  the  fick  fometimes  exprefs  by  fore- 

2 neft 
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nefs  in  the  bones,  or  it  is  confined  to  the  joints.  In- 
flammatory pains  are  fixed  and  conftant,  but  thofe  of 
the  rheumatic  kind  fhifting  and  variable  ; the  latter  is 
often  a tedious  difeafe,  the  progrefs  of  the  former  is  rapid. 
Slight  pains  are  often  occafioned,  in  delicate  conftitu- 
tions,  by  flatulence,  and  are  not  to  be  confounded  vdth 
the  inflammatory  or  rheumatic,  fince  fiich  miftakcs 
lead  to  dangerous  errors  in  pradlice  ; but  the  figns  by 
which  flatulent  complaints  may  be  diftinguifhed  have 
been  already  mentioned^. 

Life  is  feldom  endangered  by  the  rheumatifm,  but  it 
often  oecafions  chronic  complaints;  yet  thefe  are  per- 
haps feldomer  the  confequenee  of  the  difeafe  itfelf  than 
improper  management.  Ballonius  has  obferved,  that 
thofe  who  have  been  two  or  three  times  afilicled  with 
the  rheumatifm  ean  fcarcely  efcape  the  gout ; and 
Sydenham  takes  notice,  that  the  conftitution  is  often 
impaired  by  it,  and  the  fick  rendered  valetudinary  for 
many  years ; but  this  he  himfelf  very  juftly  attributes  to  the 
antiphlogiftic  method  of  cure  which  he  at  firft  purfued : 
and  as  Ballonius  alfo  prefcribed  large  and  repeated 

bleeding,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  injuries  which 
the  conftitution  fullered  in  this  difeafe,  under  his  ma- 
nagement, proceeded  alfo  from  the  fame  caufe. 

* Part  i.  chap.  iii.  feft  ii.  p.  18 — 20. 
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SECT. 


III. 


Of  the  Cure, 


H £ firft  intention  of  cure  is  to  mitigate  the 

s {3 

violence  of  the  pain ; yet  if  it  is  flight,  it  is  to  be 
altogether  difregarded,  and  the  difeafe  treated  in  the- 
fame  manner  as  the  remitting  fever ; but  \vhen  more 
fevere,  blood  is  to  be  taken  away  with  caution,  fo  as 
to  procure  eafe  wdthout  fixing  obftruclions  in  the  joints, 
or  too  much  reducing  the  ftrength.  No  conftant  rule 
can  be  laid  down  as  to  quantity,,  fince  that  mufb  depend 
on  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  and  the  violence  of  the 
difeafe.  In  general,  one  large  bleeding  is  more  effedual 
than  a greater  quantity  taken  at  difiierent  times ; but 
when  weaknefs  forbids  the  further  ufe  of  evacuations, 
leeches,  or  cupping  upon  the  part  affeded,  may  be  ufed 
with  advantage..  One  general  rule  is,  that  bleeding  can. 
feldom  be  proper  after  the  difeafe  has  continued  five  or 
fix  days.  The  body  fhould  be  kept  open  by  clyfters,. 
or  the  gentleft  laxatives  ; the  diet  fhould  be  light,  the 
Irink  cold,  and  the  fick  kept  cool 


c 


*.  But  it  is  often 

neceflary 

* An  inllance  of  Sydenham^  having  ruccefsfully  prefcrlbed  a cool  regimen 
in  a fever  of  the  putrid  kind  has  been  already  mentioned,  and  he  ufed  it 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  in  cafes  partaking  more  of  an  infiammatory  nature. 
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neceflary  to  prefcribe  diaphoretics,  and  during  their 
operation  the  drink  inufl.  be  hot,  the  flck  kept  warm, 
and  the  fweat  encouraged.  The  medicine  which  I 
have  ufed,  for  promoting  a diaphoreiis  in  this  difeafe,  is 
guaiac,  combined  with  opium,  in  the  following  form  : 

No,  XXVII.  R-.  Gtcmml  guaiaci  fcrupulum^ 

Opi  't  puri  g7~anum^ 

Sails  fuccini  grana  fexy 
Syrupi  balfamiciy  q.  s. 

F.  bolus  hora  Jotnni  pro  re  nata  fumeiidus. 

By  prefcribing  thefe  medicines  in  this  manner  the  guaiac 
is  rendered  more  diaphoretic,  the  pain  is  foothed,  and 
the  conftipation,  which  the  opiate  would  otherwife  oc- 
Calion,  is  prevented. 

But  during  the  ufe  of  thofe  remedies,  topical  appli- 
cations are  not  to  be  negledled,  leaf!  the  fever  and  pain 
fliould  be  removed,  while  an  incurable  obftrudlion  re- 
mains in  the  joints.  The  following  liniment  has  often 
been  ufed  with  advantage  : 

No.  XXVIII. 


The  eldeft  ton  of  Sir  Ffancis  Wyndham  was,  he  fays,  in  the  year  1675,  by 
that  means  happily  cured  of  a fever  attended  with  a cough  and  pain  in  the 
fide.  Sydenhatni  Opel-d-,  p.  311. 
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No.  XXVIII.  R.  Olei  Laurini  wtciamy 

TinElurce  canthariduin  drachmas  tresy 
Camphor<s  drachmamy 
Spiritus  volatilis  oleofy  q.  s. 

P.  Unhnentumy  fngulis  diebuSy  mane  et  vefpere 
parti  dolentiy  ad  rubedinem  friSicBy  embroca- 
tionis  modoy  applicandum. 

Blifters  are  alfo  ferviceable,  but  as  they  cannot  be  fo  fre- 
quently renewed,  the  liniment  with  cantharides  is  pre- 
ferable, unlefs  when  fome  benefit  may  b,e  expe<9:ed  by 
that  evacuation  of  ferum  w^hich  is  procured  by  bliftering. 
When  the  pain  is  mitigated,  the  cure  may  be  completed 
by  the  Peruvian  bark  ; and  when  the  fever  is  entirely 
removed,  fea-bathing  will  ftrengthen  the  conftitution, 
and  prevent  thefe  chronic  complaints,  which  are  often  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  difeafe  when  improperly  managed.  But 
as  obftrudled  perfpiration  may  readily  occafion  a relapfe, 
flannel  fliould  be  wore  next  the  Ikia  till  the  health  is 
entirely  eftablifhed. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Puerperal  Fever. 

INTRODUCTIO  N. 

TH  E changes  which  the  humours  naturally  un- 
dergo in  women,  during  their  pregnancy,  render 
them  more  liable  to  the  contagion  of  putrid  difeafes ; 
while  the  circumftances  attending  child-bed  produce 
inflammatory  fymptoms,  and  hence  often  arifes  a com- 
plicated fever,  the  moft  dangerous  and  difficult  of  cure 
of  any  which  falls  under  the  diredion  of  the  phyfician. 


SECT.  I. 

General  Hijlory  of  the  Difeafe. 

T T IPPOCRATES,  in  treating  of  this  fever, 
obferves,  that  modefty  fometimes  prevents  women 
from  communicating  their  complaints ; and  phyficians, 
being  milled  by  an  imperfed  reprefentation,  treat  their 

difeafes 
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difeafes  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  the  other  fex, 
while  they  require  a very  different  method  of  cure 
He  recounts  the  fymptoras  of  it,  as  well  when  attended 
with  a fuppreflion,  as  an  immoderate  difcharge  of  the 
ufual  evacuations,  and  gives  fome  directions  for  the  cure-f . 

Willis  allb  defcribes  this  difeafe,  obferving,  that  be- 
caufe  of  their  delicate  frame  and  fedentary  life,  it  is 
more  incident  to  thofe  of  high  rank  than  to  perfons  of 
inferior  flation  But  his  pradlice  in  this  fever  was 
very  unfuccefsful,  which  he  attributes  to  his  being  con- 
fulted  too  late,  and  to  the  application  of  improper  me- 
dicines by  nurfes,  midwives,  and  old  women  §.  Though 
it  is  remarkable,  that  of  fix  patients,  whofe  cafes  he  re- 
lates, only  one  recovered ; and  in  that  perfon  an  hae- 
morrhage and  a diarrhoea  had,  as  he  imagined,  been 
improperly  checked  before  he  was  confulted.  The 
feventh,  being  a fmall-pox  cafe,  is  improperly  ranked 
with  the  puerperal  fever  1|. 

U u 2 During 

^ De  Morbis  Mulierum,  UK  i.  fe6l.  v.  Open  p.  6i8,  No. 

f Ibid.  p.  606,  607. 

^ De  Paerperum  FebribuSj  Open  tom.  i.  p,  187. 

§ Ibid.  p.  190. 

I Ibid.  p.  195. — 201. 
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During  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  fevers,  the  recovery 
of  women  in  child-bed  is  much  more  precarious  than  in 
healthy  feafoirs.  This  is  obfervable  in  every  fphere  of 
life,  but,  for  obvious  reafons,  more  remarkable  in  lying- 
in  hofpitals ; it  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  the  in- 
duftrious  Dr.  Sydenham^.,  and  by  Fhomas  BarthoUne^.,  and 
muft  undoubtedly  have  happened  invariably  in  ail  ages 
of  the  world ; though  it  is  now  better  underftood  in 
this  country,  fince  fome  of  the  moft  ingenious  of  our 
phylicians  have  devoted  their  time  chiefly  to  the  ftudy 
and  pradice  of  midwifry,  and  the  management  of  thofe 
difeafes  with  which  it  is  more  particularly  conneded. 

SEC  T, 


* Nonnnnquam  pofl  lochiorum  fupprefllonem  in  febrem  incidunt  puer- 
perse,  quas  vel  in  earum  quse  turn  graflantur,  epidemicarum  daftra  tranfit, 
vd  ab  ea  fola  pendet  origine. 

Differ tatio  Epiftolaris  ad  GuUelmum  Cole^  M.  D.  Oper,  p.  532. 

Anno  currente  plufculfe  fosminse  hafnienfes  vel  abortum  paife,  vel 
difficultate  partus  mortuos  ediderunt,  vel  fedione  per  chirurgum  fibi  extrahi 
difcerpique  viderunt,  vel  febre  variolifque  extindse.  Et  plerasque  femellas 
pepererunt  imbedllitatis  indido,  Juvit  humida  anni  conftitutio  et  frigida, 
qua  laxata  uteri  ligamenta  foetum  ut  decet,  conftringere  non  potuerunt. — 
Inter  tot  infelicia  exempla  apud  vidnas  et  arnicas  obvias,  falva,  laus  Deo, 
filia  mea  Margareta,  filiolam  pulcherrimam  Sophiam  Reginam  Mulleram 
prid.  fell.  Pentecoft.  1672.  circa  meridiem  enixa  eft,  magno  licet  labore 
<at  fubfecuta  febre  continua,  quas  quarto  die  per  diarrhoeam  foluta  eft. 

Thorns  Bartholini  A5fa  Medica  Hafnienjia  ann,  1671  ^ >1672* 
art.  xxxiv.  "Eh,  Barth,  p.  65.  Hafni^^  1^73* 
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SECT.  II. 

Defcription  of  the  Puerperal  Fever. 

I.  'f’fJHEN  a woman  in  childbed  is  feized  with 
^ a remitting  fever,  if  there  is  no  irregularity- 
in  the  ufual  evacuations,  the  fymptoms  are  nearly  the 
fame  as  thofe  which  were  already  defcribed  in  treating 
of  that  difeafe ; but  her  particular  Etuation  renders  it 
more  dangerous. 

II.  If  the  ufual  evacuations  are  fuppreffed,  the  fever 
partakes  more  of  inflammation,  and  is  attended  with 
particular  fymptoms  which  require  a peculiar  treatment. 
The  heat,  thirft,  head-ach,  naufea  and  vomiting,  are 
more  violent,  the  delirium  often  greater,  the  breathing 
more  difficult,  the  belly  is  hard,  fwelled,  and  painful, 
and  the  patient  feels  a pulfation  in  it  and  an  unufual 
heat ; the  face  is  much  fluffied,  fpafms  and  fubfultus 
tendinum  are  obferved  ; and  the  difeafe,  if  not  fpeedily 
fubdiied  by  a happy  and  judicious  application  of  proper 
remedies,  either  proves  fatal  in  a few  days,  or  terminates 
in  an  abcefs  or  cancer. 


2 


III.  But 
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III.  But  the  puerperal  fever  is  much  oftener  occahoned 
by  the  oppollte  extreme ; yet  that  natural  evacuation  is 
not  too  raflily  to  be  pronounced  excefhve,  fince  it  is 
wifely  intended  to  prevent  the  evil  confequences  which 
might  arife  from  inflammation,  or  from  obfl;ru£lion  in 
the  veflTels.  It  is  faid  to  be  immoderate  when  it  is 
more  copious  than  in  a natural  flate,  but  that  is  not  to 
be  determined  from  its  quantity  or  duration,  but  rather 
by  an  attentive  conflderation  of  the  fymptoms,  flnce 
ftrong  robuft  women  bear  a large  difcharge,  not  only 
without  any  inconvenience  but  with  advantage ; while 
thofe  who  are  delicate  are  brought  into  danger  of  their 
life  by  a very  fmall  evacuation. 

I.  When  it  happens  in  a violent  degree,  immediately 
upon  the  delivery,  it  fometimes  inftantly  proves  fatal ; 
but  though  it  is  not  often  fo  excefllve,  yet  when  it  con- 
tinues longer  and  in  greater  quantity  than  ufual,  it 
occaflons  many  very  fevere  and  diftrefling  fymptoms. 
The  pulfe  becomes  quick,  weak,  and  fmall;  the  patient 
is  brought  low,  and  afiefted  with  great  anxiety,  a 
difficulty  in  breathing,  heavinefs,  laffitude,  vertigo ; and 
irregular  fhudderings,  which  are  fucceeded  by  great  heat 
and  fweating,  and  attended  with  irregular  remiffions 
and  exacerbations; 
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2.  But  if  the  difeafe  is  permitted  to  gain  ground,  the 
fymptoms  become  more  violent ; the  patient,  being  en- 
^■irely  deprived  of  reft,  complains  of  a conftant  and  in- 
tolerable head-ach,  and  an  uneafy  feeling  at  the  heart, 
as  if  a heavy  weight  was  laid  upon  the  bread; ; the 
breathing  is  greatly  oppreffed,  the  countenance  difmal, 
and  the  eyes  hollow.  In  this  ftage  of  the  difeafe  the 
pulfe  is  extremely  irregular;  fometimes  it  is  languid, 
flow,  and  foft,  and  after  flnking  very  low,  it  returns 
again  in  a quick  vermicular  motion.  A fudden  glow 
appears  on  the  face,  and  the  cheeks  are  flufhed,  while 
the  forehead  is  covered  with  a cold  fweat,  and  the  ex- 
tremities are  benumbed. 

3.  If  the  patient  furvives,  the  fever  advances  to  the 
third  flage,  in  which  the  fymptoms  are  ftill  more  violent. 
The  humours,  being  diflblved,  are  rendered  putrid, 
and  all  the  excretions  are  fcetid  ; the  pulfe,  being 
languid,  trembling,  and  exceedingly  quick,  is  fcarcely 
to  be  felt ; the  body  emits  a cadaverous  fmell ; tears 
flow  infenflbly ; the  belly  and  legs  fwell ; fpafms  and 
fubfultus  tendinum,  accompanied  with  fainting,  trem- 
bling, and  coldnefs  in  the  extremities,  are  obferved  ; 
and  the  patient  flnks  gradually  under  this  accumulated 
diftrefs,  or  is  carried  off  by  violent  convulflons. 
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SECT.  III. 

t • 

Of  the  Prognofics. 

H E danger  of  the  puerperal  fever  is  greater  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  particular  circumllances 
with  which  it  is  attended.  If  it  happens  immedi- 
ately after  delivery,  the  lymptoms  are  more  violent 
than  when  it  begins  later.  If  the  ufual  evacuations 
proceed  regularly,  the  difeafe  is  lefs  fevere ; but  when 
thefe  are  fuppreffed,  the  fever  is  of  the  inflammatory 
kind,  while  the  humours  tend  to  putrefadion : and  this 
complication  renders  it  extremely  difficult  of  cure. 

When  an  exceffive  hasmorrhage  accompanies,  or  has 
preceded  the  fever,  the  ftrength  being  fuddenly  ex- 
haufted,  the  patient  is  unable  to  endure  the  violence 
of  the  difeafe,  or  the  application  of  the  remedies  by 
which  it  might  be  alleviated,  and  the  higheft  degree  of 
putrefadion  taking  place,  it  is  thereby  rendered  exceed- 
ingly dangerous,  and  often  prov’es  fatal. 


SECT, 
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SECT.  IV. 

Of  the  Cure. 

PHYSICIANS  have  not  differed  more  con- 
cerning the  treatment  of  any  difeafe  than  that  of 
the  puerperal  fever,  fome  afferting  that  it  is  to  Ibe  cured 
by  bleeding,  while  others  have  maintained  it  to  be  per- 
nicious, and  that  cordials,  opiates,  and  emenagogues, 
are  the  only  medicines  which  can  be  fafely  ufed. 

Boerhaave  himfelf,  who  carried  the  antiphlogiftic 
method  to  its  greateft  height,  declares,  that  women  in 
child-bed,  even  when  the  natural  evacuations  are  fup- 
preffed,  ought  not  to  be  blooded  without  the  moft 
urgent  neceffity,  nor  are  the  fymptoms  to  be  removed 
in  the  fame  manner  as  in  other  acute  diforders,  iince 
all  of  them  may  be  carried  off  by  reftoring  that  evacua- 
tion by  the  fuppreffion  of  which  they  were  occafioned  j 
and  for  that  purpofe  gentle  antacid  remedies,  diluents, 
temperate  cordials,  uterine  medicines,  and  topical  de- 
obftruents,  fuch  as  clyfters,  fomentations,  cataplafms, 
plaifters,  liniments,  cupping-glaffes,  peffaries,  and  fup- 
pofitories  are  required. 

X X 
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But  thefe  different  opinions  have  been  founded  on- 
partial  and  imperfect  experience,  each  of  thefe  me- 
thods, however  proper  in  fome  cafes,  being  extremely 
hurtful  in  others.  In  deferibing  the  difeafe,  it  was 
confidered  under  three  general  divifions,  and  the  cure 
is  to  be  varied  accordins:  to  thefe  different  circum- 

O 

ftances. 

I.  If  the  natural  evacuation  is  regular,  the  puerperal 
fever  is  to  be  managed  nearly  in  the  manner  already^ 
diredted  when  treating  of  the  remitting  fever,  carefully- 
avoiding  every  thing  which  might  interrupt  or  increafe. 
that  difchar2;e. 

O 

II.  When  it  arifes  from,  or  is  accompanied  with,  a 
fuppreffion  of  that  evacuation,  it  partakes  more  of 
inflammation  ; and  this  neceflarily  makes  fbme  altera- 
tion in  the  method  of  cure.  In  that  fituation  a very 
fpare  diet,  and  a rigid  abflinence  from  flefh-meat,  broth,, 
and  every  thing  that  is  heating,  fhould  be  enjoined  ;■ 
the  body  is  to  be  kept  open,,  and  perfpiration  pro- 
moted. 

Stools  may  be  procured  by  an  emollient  clyfler,  or 
rather  by  a very  mild  fuppofitory ; but  thefe  are  not  to. 
be  frequently  repeated,  fince  much  irritation  might  oc- 
cailon  dangerous  fpafms,  or  hyfleric  affedions.  W,hen 

therefore- 
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therefore  it  is  neceffary  repeatedly  to  have  recourfe  to 
that  kind  of  afliftance,  after  having  once  or  twice  ufed 
a fuppofitory  or  clyfter,  gentle  laxatives  are  to  be  ufed 
inftead  of  them  ; and  in  delicate,  or  irritable  conflitu- 
tions,  they  are  to  be  entirely  omitted. 

Perfpiration  may  be  eahly  and  fafely  promoted  by 
fpiritus  mindereri,  which  I have  often  ufed  with  advan- 
tage in  the  form  (No.  XII.)  already  mentioned  *. 

When  there  is  much  pain,  hardnefs  and  fvvelling  in 
the  belly,  and  efpecially  if  any  injury  has  been  received 
during  the  time  of  labour,  bleeding  may  be  neceffary ; 
but  as  this  remedy  is  ever  to  be  ufed  with  caution  in 
the  puerperal  fever,  the  application  of  it  fliould  always 
be  diredted  by  the  advice  of  an  able  phyfician.  No 
general  rule  can  be  given  concerning  it,  lince  there 
are  many  circumftances  to  be  confidered,  which  renders 
almoft  every  new  cafe  a particular  ftudy. 

Thofe  of  a delicate  conftitution  do  not  bear  the  lofs 
of  blood,  and  if  it  fhould  be  taken  imprudently,  they 
are  brought  into  great  danger.  If  the  h^m.orrhage  has 
been  violent  at  the  time  of  delivery,  bleeding  is  then 
improper  j but  if,  from  the  beginning,  the  natural  eva- 

X X 2 cuation 

* See  Part  H.  chap.  iv.  p.  94. 
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cuation  has  either  been  too  fmall,  or  altogether  flip- 
prcffcd  ; if  tlie  labour  has  been  fevere,  and  if  any 
\iolence  has  been  ufed,  it  tlien  becomes  abfolutely 
nccellary,  and  fomedmes  it  niuft  be  frequently  re- 
peated. 


At  the  fame  time  the  pained  parts  fhould  be  foothed 
by  the  application  of  anodyne  and  emollient  fomenta- 
tions, cataplafms,  and  liniments.  A prudent  ufe  of 
opiates  is  alfo  of  great  advantage,  not  only  by  procuring 
temporary  relief,  but  allifting  alfo  the  operation  of  the 
diaphoretics,  and  refloring  the  natural  evacuations. 
Sydenham  recommends  them  for  that  purpofe,  but  for- 
bids their  being  repeated,  believing  when  the  obftrudtion 
was  not  removed  by  the  firfl  dofe,  that  it  would  be  ir- 
recoverably fixed  by  the  repetition  of  thefe  remedies  *. 
But  this  apprehenfion  feems  groundlefs,  and  Sydenham's 
opinion  concerning  the  aftringency  of  opium  is  not  con- 
firmed by  experience  ; for  though,  by  rendering  the 
inteflines  lefs  fufceptible  of  irritation  it  may  eventually 
operate  on  them  in  that  manner,  yet  in  other  refpedls 
it  may  rather  be  deemed  relaxing  than  aflringent ; and' 
indeed  when  it  is  joined  with  deobftruents  and  diapho- 
retics, there  is  no  remedy  which,  in  the  puerperal  fever, 
under  a prudent  diredtion,  proves  more  effectual.  I 

have 

^ Sydenliami  Epiftola  ad  Robertum  Brady,  M.  D.  Open  p.  533. 
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have  often  prefcribed  it  in  the  form  already  mentioned 
(No.  XVn.  and  No.  XVIII.)  with  advantage. 

III.  When  this  diforder  is  accompanied  with  an  hae- 
morrhage, or  with  an  immoderate  evacuation,,  though 
in  a lefs  violent  degree,  it  is  ftill  more  dangerous.  This 
fpecics  of  the  puerperal  fever  was,  in  the  defcription  of 
that  difeafe,  divided  into  three  different  ftages,  and  the 
precepts  concerning  the  cure  muft  be  adapted  to  the 
particular  periods  of  the  difeafe. 

I.  In  other  diforders  the  cure  is  fometimes  attempted 
by  endeavouring  to  remove  their  caufes,  or  to  corredf 
thefe  faults  in  the  folids  or  in  the  humours  by  which 
they  may  have  been  occafioned' ; but  in  the  firft  flage 
of  this  difeafe,  when  accompanied  with  an  immoderate 
evacuation,  from  whatever  fource  it  may  have  proceeded,, 
our  chief  care  muft  be  to  ftop  the  hsemorrhage,  fince, 
without  early  and  effectual  affiftamce,  it  may  fpeedily 
prove  fatal. 

There  are  few  things  relating-  to  this  difeafe  con- 
cerning which  p.hyftcians  are  agreed;  but  they  have  not 
differed  more  in  any  thing  than  in  the  method  of  re- 
ftraining  that  difeharge,  loine  relying  almoft  wholly  on 
bleeding,  while  by  others  it  hath  been  entirely  con- 
demned, The  expediency  of  that  operation  hath  al- 

3;  ready- 
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ready  been  confidered  in  that  fpecies  of  the  puerperal 
fever,  which  is  attended  with  a fuppreflion  of  the  na- 
tural evacuations,  and  even  then  it  is  often  dangerous ; 
but  when  thefe  are  immoderate,  it  mull;  be  ftill  more 
improper.  Whatever  arguments  in  defence  of  it  maybe 
drawm  from  the  doctrine  of  revulbon  and  derivation,  it 
muft,  at  firll:  fight,  appear  ridiculous  to  let  blood,  when 
the  ftrength  is  exhaufted  by  an  haemorrhage,  and  life 
thereby  endangered  ; and  though,  when  the  patient  is 
plethoric,  that  practice  may  appear  more  plaufible,  yet, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  it  will  not  be  found  more  ra- 
tional. It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  this  evacua- 
tion is  wifely  intended  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies 
which  naturally  proceed  from  the  pain  and  diftrefs 
of  child-bearing.  If,  therefore,  the  patient  is  plethoric, 
it  is  more  prudent  to  allow  any  redundancy  to  be  carried 
off  in  the  ufual  courfe,  by  which  the  danger  of  inflam- 
mation and  obftrudtion  is  obviated,  than,  inftead  of  that 
natural  evacuation,  to  fubftitute  an  artificial  one,  which 
cannot  be  fuppofed  fo  effedlual.  Till  that  fullnefs  is 
fufficiently  removed,  the  puerperal  flux  cannot  indeed 
properly  be  reckoned  a difeafe ; but  when  it  exceeds 
due  bounds,  it  ought,  by  all  means,  to  be  reftrained. 
But,  fince  that  is  not  to  be  accomplifhed  by  bleeding, 
it  is  now  proper  to  proceed  to  thofe  remedies  which, 
by  experience,  have  been  found  more  efledual. 
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The  application  of  a bandage  to  the  belly  often  gives 
immediate  relief,  and  therefore  ought  never  to  be  neg- 
ledled,  and  ligatures  to  the  lower  extremities  are  alfo 
ufefuh  As  foon  as  thefe  have  been  applied,  the  patient, 
being  laved  in  a horizontal  polfure,  and  kept  exceed- 
ingly  quiet,  muft  abftain  from  talking,  and  from  every 
kind  of  motion. 

Aftringent  medicines  are  then  to  be  ufed,  the  molh 
effedlual  of  which  are  allum,  Armenian  bole,  colcothar 
ol  vitriol,  dragons  blood,  Japan  earth,  ftyptic  powder, 
tindlure  of  lead,  and  the  ftyptic  tindlure  of  Heivetius.. 

I have  often  prefcribed  half  a drachm  of  ftyptic  powder 
every  four  hours  with  advantage,  and  in  other  cafes  the 
following  draught : 

No.  XXIX.  Aquee  cmnamo?ni  fmplicis  unciam-y 

iinBur<z  fatur^imce  gut t as  trigintUy 

Helvetii  fypticce  drachtnatny 

Syrupi  croci  drachmam,  M. 

F.  hauf  us  oElava  quaque  hora  exhibendus. 

Comprefles,  dipt  in  oxycrate,  fhould  be  applied  to  the 
back ; and  the  tindlure  of  rofes,  acidulated  with  fpirit 
of  vitriol,  given  for  common  drink. 
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2.  When  the 'haemorrhage  has  thus  been  reftrained, 
the  fev^er,  which  is  always  more  dangerous  when  pre- 
ceded by  that  fymptom,  requires  the  moft  diligent' at- 
tention ; and  as  it  is  olten  occahoned,  and  always  in- 
creafed,  by  weaknefs  and  inanition,  a light  nourilTaing 
diet  is  effential  to  the  cure : but  as  the  patient  is  unable 
to  take  much  food  at  once,  it  fliould  be  given  in  fmall 
quantity,  and  frequently  repeated. 

Opiates  are  alfo  extremely  ufeful ; they  quiet  the 
perturbations  and  inordinate  motions  occafloned  by  the 
terrors,  fatigue,  and  pains  of  child-bearing  ; they  mo-  - 
derate  the  hjemorrhage,  and  reftore  the  ftrength : but 
great  caution  is  neceffary  in  the  ufe  of  them;  fome’ 
violent  fymptoms,  which  they  cannot  cure,  being  fuf- 
pended  during  their  operation,  an  inattentive  or  in- 
experienced phylician  may  thereby  be  lulled  into  a 
dangerous  fecurity.  The  attendants  alfo,  imagining  it 
improper  to  diflurb  the  patent’s  reft,  who  by  the  ufe  of 
opiates  would  often  fteep  longer  than  it  is  proper 
for  her  to  want  nourifliment,  delay  giving  it  till  the 
remaining  ftrength  is  exhaufted,  the  fever  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  life  thereby  endangered. 

The  Peruvian  bark  fhould  alfo  be  given  liberally  in 
this  ftate  of  the  difeafe  ; but  as  the  manner  of  pre- 
fcribing  that  medicine  has  already  been  treated  of,  it 
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is  unnecefiary  again  to  enter  on  that  fubjedt.  It  ought, 
liowever,  to  be  obferved,  that  it  may  be  fafely  ufed 
during  the  continuance  of  the  puerperal  difcharge,  and 
that  the  apprehenfions  of  its  fuppreffing  that  evacuation 
are  groundlefs*. 

3.  In  the  third  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  little  can  be 
expedled  from  medicine;  if  any  thing  can  be  ferviceable, 
it  is  fpirit  of  vitriol,  Peruvian  bark,  and  a free  ufe  of 
claret. 

Since  the  cafes  of  the  puerperal  fever  are  too  various 
in  their  appearances  to  be  brought  within  a moderate 
compafs,  it  would  be  tedious  to  relate  fo  many  as  might 
be  neceflary  to  furnifli  examples  of  all  the  fymptoms 
with  which  it  is  attended.  I fliall  therefore  conclude 
with  one  which  was  exceedingly  malignant,  but  at  length 
terminated  favourably. 


A woman  in  the  borough  of  Southwark  was  feized,  on  the 
3d  day  after  delivery,  with  coldnefs  and  fhuddering,  which 
was  fucceeded  by  violent  heat  and  fvveating.  '^I'he  fever 
continued,  with  frequent  remifllons  and  exacerbations, 
for  feveral  days,  but  became  gradually  more  violent. 
On  the  2 5th  of  February^  17^9)  after  the  had  been  ill  ten 
days,  I was  dehred  to  vifit  her.  The  puerperal  evacua- 

Y y tions 


* Vide  Slueries^  hy  Dr.  JFilUam  Hehcrden.,  read  at  the  College  of  Phyficia 
I nil  Augufi^  1 7^7’  MedicA  Tranfa^fions.,  voL.  i.  London^  176S, 
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tions  had  been  regular,  but  were  then  almoft  gone. 
She  was  delirious,  had  a diarrhoea,  and  made  water  infen- 
libly.  Her  pulfe  was  quick,  low,  and  feeble,  and  Ihe 
had  a great  drought.  The  diaphoretic  julep  (No.  XII.) 
was  prefcribed,  and  the  following  draught ; 

No.  XXX.  Jc.  Aquce  cinnamomi  fmplicis-  unciamy^ 

Mithridati  fcrupulum.^ , 

Salts  fuccini  grand  fex 
Syrupi  diacodii  drachmas  duas.  M%.  > 

F,  haujlus  hora.  fomni  exhibendus.] 

She  had  little  fleep  in  the.  night. . Oh  the . morning,  of 
the  26th  the  fever  was  rather  more  violent,  the  purging 
continued,  and  the  thirft  did  not  abate,  but  hen  p,ulfe 
was  ftrongerv  A fcruple- of  the  Peruvian. 

bark  was  given  every  four  hours, . and  the  anodyne 
draught  was  repeated  at  bed-time.  Thefe  medicines 
being  continued,  fhe  was  more  fenfible  on  the  28th  in- 
the  morning,  and  complained  of  her  throat.'  It  was- 
ulcerated,  and  covered  with  white  Houghs,  Her  pulfe 
was  flower  and  ftronger.  Her  Ikin  was  cool,  and  fhe 
had  a mild  perfpiration  ; but  the  diaiThcea  continued.: 
In  the  evening  the  anodyne  draught  was  repeated,  with 
the  addition  of  twenty  grains  of  ftarch,  and  thirty  drops- 
of  paregoric  elixir.  The  powder  of  bark  was^  given  in 
large  dofes,  and  by  the  continued  ufe  of  thefe  medicines 
fhe  was  gradually  reftored  to  health. 
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Tranflation  of  fbme  of  the  preceding  Quota- 
tions, with  Remarks. 

TH  E Latin  quotations,  in  the  preceding  work,, 
were  inferted  to  fave  thofe,  who  might  think 

it  worth  while,  the  trouble  of  tracing  through 
many  volumes,  the  authorities  on  which  the  hiftory  of 

fevers  is  founded.  But,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Englijh 
reader,  a tranflation  of  fome  of  them,  which  are  of 
more  general  ufe,  is  annexed. 


From  Dr.  Morton,  concerning  the  Similarity  of  Fevers^ 

A.  f.  226. 

The  only  epidemic  fever,  which  I have  obferved  to 
prevail  every  autumn  for  twenty  years,  was  the  Jynochus: 
Jimplexy  or  Jimple  remittenty  which  yielded  to  the  bark 
when  feafonably  prefcribed ; nor  did  the  variolous, 
eryfipelatous,  anginous,.  pleuritic,  rheumatic,  or  any 
other  conftitution,  which  raged  in  that  or  any  other 
feafon  of  the  year,  caufe  fuch  a change  as  to  make  this, 
fever,  during  all  that  time,  in  the  leaf!  deviate  from  its- 
ufual  type.. 


On 
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^On  the  fame' JuhjeB^  from  Z)r.  Freind,  B.  />.  226,  227, 

end  228. 

There  is  another  reafon,  that  to  the  curious  in  me- 
'dicine,  may  recommend  Hippocrates^  books  of  epide- 
mics, which  is,  their  being  wholly  applied  to  the  hiftory 
of  fevers ; that  difeafe,  being  not  only  more  common 

than  others,  but  likewife,  on  account  of  its  violence, 
requiring  more  immediate  affiftance.  Some  particular 

diforders  occur  only  in  certain  places  and  qt  certain 
times,  but  fevers  are  alike  common  to  all  times,  and  to 
all  parts  of  the  world  ; fo  that  Hippocrates  juftly  called 
them  epidemic.  It  is  alfo  worthy  of  obfervation,  that 
when  the  conftitution  of  the  year  was  very  different, 
as  is  remarked  in  the  firft  and  third  book,  the  fame 
fpecies  of  fever  reigned,  and  fuggefted  the  fame  method 
of  cure. 

Fevers,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  Hippocrates  deferibes, 
have  always  prevailed,  and  I believe  ever  will  j as  is 
evident  from  the  writings  of  all  authors,  but  efpecially 
of  Sydenham.,  who,  to  his  great  praife,  following  the 
Hippocratic  method,  hath  diligently  and  clearly  de- 
feribed  the  fevers  that  occurred  in  each  particular  con- 
flitution  of  the  air : but  it  may  be  obferved  of  that  work, 
that  however  in  fituation  or  climate  Thafas  may  differ 
2 from 
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ftom  England.,  yet,  betwixt  the  fevers  defcribed  by  him 
and.  by  Hippocrates,  there  is  little  or  no  difference.  It 
alfo  appears  to  me,  that  thofe  fevers,  which  Sydenham 
hath  divided  into  diftindt  claffes,.  differ,  not  much  from 
each  other,  excepting  perhaps  the  petechial ; for  never 
did  there  yet  appear  a fever  in  any  feafon,  the  lymptoms 
of  which  fo  conftantly  agreed,  as  to  have  exactly  the 
fame  appearance  in  one  patient  as  in  another  : but  no’ 
one  would  from  thence  conclude,  that  they  YV'ere  not' 
affedled  with  the  fame  difeafe. 


This^  appears  from  Sydenham^  treatment  of ' thefe 
fevers,,  for  in  the  eight  different  conftitutions  which  he- 
hath  defcribed,  he  hath  applied  the  fame  method  of. 
cure  ; fb- far  was  he  from  varying  his  pradlice^. 


He  fays,  indeed,  that  continual  fevers  differ  fd  much, 
that  the  method  of  cure,  which  proved  fuccefsful  in  one 
year,  in  another  will  deji'roy  the  patient  ^ bht  if 'we  take 
a view  of  the  method  which  this  writer  ufed'in  thefe 
different' fpecies  of  fevers,  as  he-  wil'l'have  them  to  be, 
and  in  which'he  fo  much  excelled*,  we  {hall  find  'not  the 
leaft  foundation  for"  this  alff rtion.  So ' fuperfluous  are 
too  minute  diftindlions,  and  fo  far  from  affifiing  ffudents 
in  phyfic,  that  they  rather  plunge  them  * into  error,  , 
leading  them  to  imagine  falfly,  when  they  obferve  any 
5-,  ' diftinguilhing- 
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diftinguiiliing  mark  in  a particular  cafe,  that  a peculiar 
method  of  cure  fhould  alfo  be  applied. 

On  the  fame^  from  Dr.  Tiffot,  C.  p.  229. 

I have  feen  many  febrile  diflempers,  and  have  perufed 
many  accurate  hiftories  of  fevers ; and  the  more  i con- 
fider  the  fubjeil  in  my  own  mind,  the  more  I am  per- 
fuaded  that  all  primary  fevers,  without  any  exception, 
are  either  intermittent,  inflammatory,  putrid,  or  com- 
pounded of  thefe.  Nor  can  any  objection  to  this  doc- 
trine be  drawn  from  that  enormous  catalogue  of  fevers, 
which  has  indeed  retarded  the  improvement  of  phyflc, 
but  has  not  in  the  leaft,  by  heaven’s  blefflng,  increafed 
the  number  of  difeafes.  For  the  very  fame  diftemper 
has  been  often  diftinguifhed  by  different  names ; at 
other  times,  which  is  moftly  the  cafe,  the  name  has 
been  drawn  from  the  fymptoms,  without  any  regard  to 
the  caufe  ; and  this  has  introduced  as  many  appellations 
as  there  are  found  violent  fymptoms  in  febrile  diforders. 
While,  notwithftanding  this,  every  body  knows,  that 
the  fame  caufe  may  produce  innumerable  fymptoms, 
in  appearance  very  different,  according  to  the  degree  of 
its  violence,  the  variety  of  its  feat,  the  particular  con- 
ftitution  of  the  patient,  the  difference  of  climate,  feafon, 
and  above  all,  the  different  methods  of  pradlice ; and 
yet  all  thefe  are  to  be  removed  by  the  fame  remedy. 

On 
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07^  Amulets  and  Charms^  from  Van  Helmont,  D.  In 
the  Notes ^ p.  234,  235,  a7id  236. 

1 have  demonftrated,  that  the  fpiritual  matter  of 
Archceus  is  not  the  obje6l  againft  which  the  force  of 
difeafes  is  originally  levelled  ; but  it  is  by  that  matter 
the  jeftuations,  exundations,  and  exorbitations  of  that 
fpirit  occafion  its  own  deftrudlion.  It  being  truly  the 
foolilh  offspring  of  hn,  when  a man  departs  from  God, 
thenceforth  turning  every  thing  to  his  own  deflru6lion. 
But  all  things  are  fet  againft  the  life  of  man,  and  Archsus 
the  preferver  of  it,  from  whence  they  take  their  rife. 
Therefore  let  us  perpetually  contemplate  God,  as  the 
only  glorious  fountain  of  life,  and  permitter  of  difeafes ; 
and  let  us  alfo  profoundly  adore  him  in  the  unity  of 
his  type,  as  the  giver  'of  every  remedy  : for  I imagine 
the  time  is  near  at  hand,  in  which  the  Almighty 
Goodnefs  will  difcover  to  his  faithful  fervants  the  hither- 
to unknown  knowledge  and  efl'ence  of  difeafes.  Nor 
is  it  credible,  that  the  Divine  Goodnefs  will  conceal 
the  proper  remedies,  after  having  difcovered  to  us  the 
intimate  effence  of  difeafes. 

In  confeque77ce  of  thefe  enthufafiic  notions^  the  cure  of 
difeafes  was  to  be  acco7npliJhed  by  ofermg  an  acceptable 

Z z . facrifce 
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facrifice  to  the  enraged  fpirit  which  had  been  commijjioned 
to  excite  them. 


Wherefore  (fays  Van  Hehnont)  I fliall  explain  my- 
fc!f,  by  relating  forne  hiftories  concerning  the  quieting 
and  appealing  of  Archcens. 

A certain  Iriflo^nan.,  by  name  Butler who  was  formerly 
in  great  cfteein  with  King  "James  of  Knglandy  being 
detained  in  prifon  at  the  caftle  of  Vilvordy  and  compaf- 
honating  one  Baillicy  a Francifean  friar  of  a celebrated 
order  in  French  FlanderSy  who  was  alfo  imprifoned,, 
and  had  a dangerous  eryfipelas  on  his  arm  ; one  even- 
ing, when  he  had  almoft  defpaired,  Butler  a certain 
little  Hone  in  a fpoonful  of  almond  milk,  and  imme- 
diately took  it  out.  He  then  faid  to  the  keeper  of  the 
prifon,  carry  this  drink  to  that  friar,  and  in  half  an 
liour  alter  he  has  taken  it  he  will  be  perfe(flly  cured ; 
which  accordingly  happened,  to  the  great  furprize  of 
the  keeper  of  the  prifon.  The  friary  being  ignorant  that 
he  had  taken  any  thing,  knew  not  what  had  procured 
him  fuch  fudden  relief ; the  immenfe  fwelling  of  his 
left  arm  being  almod  immediately  reduced,  fo  that  it 
could  fcarcely  be  diflinguifhed  from  the  other.  The 
following  morning  I came  to  Vilvordy  at  the  requeft 
of  the  nobles,  to  be  a witnefs  of  his  performances. 
Having  contracted  a friendfliip  with  him,  I faw  an  old- 

woman. 
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woman,  a laundrefs,  who  had  for  fixteen  years  laboured 
nnder  an  intolerable  hemicrania,  immediately  cured  in 
my  own  prefence.  He  dipt  the  fame  little  ftone  in  a 
fpoonful  of  olive  oil,  and  having  licked  it  clean,  put  it 
in  his  bofom.  'J'his  fpoonful  he  mixed  with  a gallon 
of  oil,  with  one  drop  of  which  he  ordered  that  the 
head  of  the  aforefaid  old  woman  fhould  be  anointed, 
and  fhe  was  immediately  cured,  and  hath  remained  well 
for  fome  years,  as  I can  atteft.  Afloniflied,  I flood  like 
another  Midas ; but  he,  laughing  at  me,  faid.  My  dear 
Sir,  unlefs  you  can  attain  that  gift,  by  which  with  one 
remedy  you  can  cure  every  difeafe,  however  old  you 
may  become,  you  will  flill  remain  in  infancy. 

Many  other  miraculous  cures  are  related^  and  accounted 
for  07^  the  principle  of  conciliating  the  favour  of  the  en- 
raged fpirit  by  an  acceptable  pcace^offefing. 

The  inconffant  and  ignorant  vulgar  [{z'j%  Jda'n  Hel- 
mont)  in  difficult  and  Unufual  cafes,  more  readily  aA 
fcribe  the  cure  to  diabolical  fraud  than  to  the  Divine 
Goodnefs,  the  founder,  the  lOver,  the  faviour,  the  re- 
ftorer  of  human  nature,  and  the  father  of  the  poor  ; 
becaufe  they  have  not  hitherto  known  how  to  diflinguifli 

* V .i  ■ . 

betwixt  the  effedl  of  a difeafe  and  the  influence  of  the 
vital  fpirit.  But  J,  being  unvVilling  to  attribute  the 
benefits  of  God  to  the  devil,  have  inveftigated  the  mat- 
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ter  more  nearly,  and  found,,  in  the  firfl;  place,  all  things 
to  confift  in  an  invilible  feed. — Therefore  the  remedy 
rcfpc(5ts  the  peace  and  quiet  of  Archceus  in  its  own  fira- 
plicity  ^ but,  by  extending  our  enquiries,  we  find  many- 
difeafes  cured  by  hanging  amulets  over  the  door -f.  ■ 

From  this  rhapfody,.  which  is  only  a fpecimen  of  the- 
folly,  enthufiafm,  ignorance,  fuperftition,  vanity,  and 
felf-concelt,  with  which  a- very  large  volume,  in  folio, 
is  crouded",  we  may^  judge  of  the  uu-etched  ftate  of  phyfic 
in  the  17th  century.  But  left  thcfe  opinions  fhould  be 
fiippoled  more  antient  or  lefs  prevalent  than  in  reality 
they  were,  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve,.  that  Van 
Helmont  did  not  apply  to  the  ftudy  of  phyfic,  as  appears, 
irom  his  owar  account,,  till  after,  the  year  X5'94.  It  is 
fomewhat  uncertain  when  his  works  were  firft  publifhed'y 
but  there  can-  be  no  doubt  concerning  the  republication 
of  them  in  1655  at  Leyden^  where  there  was  a great 
medical  fchool,  with  a preface  by.  his  fon,  who  ufes<the' 
fame  myftical  language.  They  were  then  received 
with  applaufe,  and  long  after  held  in  great  veneration. 
We  find  Van  Helmont  not  only  mentioned  with  appro-^ 
bation,  but  held  out  as  the  model  of  a perfecft  phyfician 
in  iht  Asia  Haffnientia*  a colledlion  made  by  the 
famous  Thomas  Bat'tholine.^  of  Denmark^  and  publifhed  in 

th® 


B.  Van  Helmont.  Opera. 
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the  year  1667;  and  in  the  fame  work  the  ufe  of 
amulets  is  recommended,  and  an  application  to  the 
difcovery  of  them  preferred  to  the  attempts  which  had 
been  made  to  introduce  a different  kind  of  practice 
But  his  authority  has  even  been  quoted  with  refpedt  in 
one  of  our  latefl:  academical  exercifes,  which  is  other- 
wife  not  without  merit. 

Mercurius  Van  Helmont^  his  fon,  carried  the  fpirit 
of  enthuhafm  ftill  higher  than  the  father.  Defpiiing 
all  hu  man  knowledge,  he  profeffed  to  draw  the  elements 
of  his  philofophy  from  the  fcripture ; and  in  the  effur- 
lions  of  his  bewildered  fancy,  many  of  the  abfurd 
tenets  are  to  be  traced,,  which  have  lince  been  adopted 
and  extended  by  modern  fedtaries.  He  was  extremely 
referved,  affefbed  a reclufe  and  abftemious  manner  of 
life,  a.  humble  deportment,  and  an  exceeding  plain 
drefs.  But  all  his  apparent  humility  and  felf-denial 
only  ferved  as  a veil  to  a fuperlative  degree  of  pride  and 
ambition  j and  when  he  had,  by  that  rigid  and  myfle- 
rious  behaviour,  acquired  the  reputation  of  difinterefled- 
nels,  fandlity,  and  univerfal  benevolence  he  made  ufe 
of  it  to  gratify  his  vanity,  in  obtaining  a patent  of 
nobility,,  which  he  oftentatioufly  promulgated  at  the 
end  of  fome  of,  his  abfurd  reveries,  dictated  to  an. 

Engiiflx’ 

* VoL  ,iii.  No.  Iviii.  by  Wedelius.^  3 . 
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EngUfJj  ftudent,  his  zealous  admirer,  who,  in  the  year 
1685,  publifhed  them  in  London  *. 

When  we  conlider  that  Sydcnham-i  at  this  very  time, 
had  finifhed  mofl  of  his  pradlical  obfervations,  inftead 
of  being  furprized  at  fome  defeats  or  imperfedtions,  how 
much  mufi;  we  admire  his  genius  and  abilities,  who,  in 
the  midft  of  error  and  obfcurity,  could  trace  fo  accu- 
rately the  genuine  appearances  of  difeafes,  and  point 
out  a rational  and  judicious  pradtice  ! But  from  hence 
we  may  alfo  conclude,  that  we  ought  not  to  reft  fatif- 
fied  with  the  improvements  which  were  made  by  that 
able  phyftcian,  nor  implicitly  rely  on  his  precepts,  ftnce 
it  would  be  abfurd  to  imagine  the  moft  confummate 
human  wifdom  and  diligence  capable  of  refcuing  the 
fcience  out  of  a moft  deplorable  ftate  of  barbarity,  and 
railing  it  at  once  to  the  higheft  degree  of  perfedlion. 

See  his  Preface  to  his  father’s  works,  publifhed  at  Leyden^  and  the 
paradoxical  Difcourfes  of  F.  M.  Van  Hehnont^  concerning  the  macrocofm 
and  microcofm,  or  the  greater  and  lelTer  world,  and  their  union.  Set 
down  in  writing,  and  publifhed  by  J,  B*  London^  1685. 
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CONTAINING 


A TRANSLATION 


OF  THE 


Prescriptions  in  the  preceding  Work. 


JrT*> 


[ 3^1  '] 


A Translation  of  the  Prescriptions  in 

the  preceding  Work. 


Prescriptions  in  the  Ileus ^ or  Inflammation  of  the 

Inteflines. 

I*  r H A K E of  Mint-water  fix  ounces, 

1 Magnefia  an  ounce, 

Rhubarb  in  powder  a dram. 
Syrup  of  marfhmallows  an  ounce. 
Mix  them  together. 

A table  fpoonful  of  the  mixture  may  be  taken  every 
half  hour,  till  two  or  three  ftools  are  procured. 

N®.  II.  Take  of  Camphor  a dram. 

Pure  nitre  half  a dram, 

Almonds  bruifed  half  an  ounce, 

Rue  water  eight  ounces. 

Make  an  emulhon. 

A table  fpoonful  may  be  taken  frequently  when  the 
pain  and  difficulty  in  making  water  are  urgent, 
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N°.  III.  Take  of  the  bitter  purging  falts  two  ounces^ 
Diffolve  them  in  a pound  and  a half  of  boil- 
ing water. 

Two  table  fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  every  hour,  or  every 
-half  hour,  till  two  or  three  flools  are  procured. 


Pr'ESCriptions  for  ObflruSiiom  in  the  Bowels^  occajioned 
by  the  Ileus,  or  Inflammation  of  the  Intejlines. 

N°.  IV.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon  water  an  ounce, 

Tindlure  of  ipecacuan  twenty-five 
drops, 

Syrup  of  fafFron  two  drams. 

Mix  them  together  for  a draught,  to  be 
taken  three  times  in  the  day. 

N°.  V.  Take  of  Aflafoetida, 

Galbanum,  each  a dram, 

Venice  foap, 

Salt  of  Tartar,  each  two  drams, 

Syrup  of  buckthorn,  enough  to  make  i 

them  into  a mafs,  which  is  to  be  made  into  pills  of 
of  five  grains. 

Six  of  thefe  pills  may  be  taken  at  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  and  at  five  in  the  afternoon,  drinking 
after  them  a cup  of  the  following  infufion. 


N°.  VI. 
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N°.  VI.  Take  of  Juniper  berries, 

Ginger,  each  two  drams ; 

Boiling  water  half  a pound. 

After  it  has  been  kept  one  night  in  a gentle  heat,  let  it 
.be  ftrained. 


N°.  VII.  Take  of  Afiafoetida  half  a dram, 

Succotrine  aloes  ten  grains, 

Balfamic  fyrup,  enough  to  make  them 
into  a mafs,  to  be  made  into  five  pills,  which  may  be- 
taken at  bed-time,  and  repeated  oecafionally. 


Prescrip.tions  for  the  Remitting  Fever,. 

N°.  VIII.  Take  of  Peruvian  bark  half  a dram, 

Virginian  fnake-root  ten  grains, 
Crude  fait  ammoniac  five  grains. 
Syrup  of  faffron,.  as  much  as  will 
make  them  into  a bolus,  to  be  taken  every  four  hours., 

N°.  IX.  Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark  a fcruple, 

Chamomile  flov/ers, 

Virginian  fnake-root,  each  tens 
grains  ;• 

Salt  of  wormwood. 

Crude  fait  ammoniac,  each  five 
grains. 

Make  them  into  a bolus,  to  be  taken  as  above.. 
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N”.  X.  Take  of  Gum  guaiac, 

Ven  ice  treacle,  half  a dram, 

Volatile  fait  ammoniac  five  grains, 
Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  will  make 
them  into  a bolus,  to  be  given  every  eight  hours,  drink- 
ing after  it  the  following  draught. 

N°.  XI.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon  water, 

Spirit  of  Mindererus^  each  two  drams, 
Common  fyrup  a dram. 

N°.  XII.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon  water, 

Spirit  of  Minder erus^  each  two  ounces ; 
Balfamic  fyrup  two  drams. 

Let  it  be  made  into  a julep. 

A table  fpoonful  to  be  given  every  two  hours. 

N°.  XIII.  Take  of  Rofe-water  fix  ounces, 

Dulcified  fpirit  of  vitriol  two  drams, 
or  as  much  as  will  make  it  agree- 
ably acid, 

Balfamic  fyrup  half  an  ounce. 

A table  fpoonful  may  be  taken  every  two  hours. 
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N°.  XIV.  Take  of  the  Decodlion  of  Virginian  fnake-root 

an  ounce, 

Venice  treacle  half  a dram, 
Simple  cinnamon- water  two  drams. 
Let  it  be  made  into  a draught. 

N°.  XV.  Take  of  the  Decoftion  of  the  bark  two  ounces, 

Elixir  of  vitriol  twenty  drops. 

Mix  them  for  a draught  to  be  taken  daily  at  noon,  and 
in  the  evening. 

N^.XVI.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon- water  four  ounces, 

Diafcordium  two  drams, 

Syrup  of  white  poppies  an  ounce. 

Two  table  fpoonfuls  may  be  taken  immediately,  and  re- 
peated frequently  when  the  purging  is  urgent. 

N°.  XVII.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon-water  an  ounce. 

Gum  guaiac, 

Venice  ti'eacle,  half  a dram. 

Volatile  fait  ammoniac  five  grains, 
Syrup  of  clove  July  flowers  a dram. 
Let  it  be  made  into  a draught  for  promoting  a diapho- 
refis. 
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N°.  XVIII.  Take  of  Gum  guaiac  eight  grains, 

Venice  treacle  half  a dram, 

Volatile  fait  of  amber  four  grains,. 
Balfamic  fyrup,  as  much  as  wilt 
make  them  into  a bolus..  For  the  fame  purpofe  as  the. 
l;aft  draught,  N°.  XVI L. 


Prescriptions  for  OhfruBions  and  Dropfcal  Suoellings-^^ 

occafioned  by  the  Remitting  Fever. 

«» 

N°.  XIX.  Take  of  Manna  two  ounces. 

Emetic  tartar  three  grains. 

Difiblve  them  in  eight  ounces  of  water., 

A table  fpo.onful  may  be  taken  every  half  hour  till  it 

has  purged  fufficiently.. 

N®.  XX..  Take  oF Syrup  of  buckthorn  four  ounces,, 

Emetic  tartar  lix  grains. 

Spirituous  cinnamon-water  two  ounces. 
A table  fpoonful  may  be  taken  every  two  hours  till  it- 
procures,  two  or,  three  ftools.. 
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Peescriptions  for  the  Dyfentery. 

N°.  XXL  Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark  an  ounce. 

Water  a pound, 

Boil  it  to  one  half,  and  ftrain  it. 


NT  XXII.  Take  of  the  above  Decodion  (N°.  XXL)  two 

ounces, 

Thebaic  tinilure  twenty- five  drops. 
Make  it  into  a draught  to  be  taken  every  eight  hours. 

N°.  XXIII.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon-water  an  ounce 

and  a half. 

Powder  of  crabs  claw^a  dram, 
Fine  fugar  a fcruple. 

N®.  XXIV.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon- water  an  ounce 

and  a half. 

Rhubarb  in  powder  five  grains, 
Common  flarch  twenty  grains, 
Thebaic  tincture  twenty  drops. 
Make  into  a draught,  to  be  taken  at  bed-time,  and  to 
be  repeated  occafionally. 


For 
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For  OhJlruSiions  and  Dropfical  Swellings^  occajloned  hy 

the  Remitting:  Fever. 

O 

N®.  XXV.  Take  of  MagneEa  half  a dram, 

Tartar  emetic  a grain, 

Crude  fait  ammoniac  fix  grains, 
Purified  nitre  fifteen  grains. 

Make  into  a powder,  to  be  taken  four  times  a day, 
drinking  after  it  a cup  of  the  following  infufion. 

N°.  XXVI.  Take  of  Peruvian  bark  in  grofs  powder  an 

ounce, 

Juniper  berries. 

Flag  root. 

Ginger,  each  two  drams, 

Boiling  water  a pint  and  a half. 
After  Handing  one  night  in  a gentle  heat  let  it  be 
Hrained. 

But  when  thefe  preferiptions  proved  ineffe<flual, 
the  complaints  have  been  removed  by  giving  the  fol- 
lowing powder  every  fix  hours,  omitting  the  rhubarb 
after  its  having  had  the  defired  effed. 


Take 
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Take  of  Peruvian  bark  one  dram, 

Rhubarb  ten  grains, 

Snake-root  five  grains 

Prescriptions  for  the  Rheumatifm. 

N°.  XXVII.  Take  of  Gum  guaiac  a fcruple. 

Opium  a grain. 

Salt  of  amber  fix  grains, 

Balfamic  lyrup,  enough  to  make  a 
bolus. 

To  be  taken  at  bed-time,  and  repeated  occafionally. 

N°.  XXVIII.  Take  of  oil  of  bays  an  ounce, 

Tindure  of  Spanifti  flies,  three  drams. 
Camphor  a dram. 

Volatile  faline  fpirit  as  much  as  is  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  a liniment.  A little  of  it  to  be  rubbed 
on  the  pained  parts  every  night  and  morning. 


* See  part  ii.  chap.  iv.  cafe  x.  p.  108.  and  chap.  x.  cafe  ii.  p.  307. 
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Prescriptions  in  the  Puerperal  Fever . 

N°.  XXIX.  Take  an  ounce  of  fimple  einnamon-water^ 

Thirty  drops  of  tindture  of  lead, 

One  dram  of  the  ftyptic  tindure  of  Hel- 
vetius, 

One  dram  of  fyrup  of  faffron. 

Let  them  be  made  into  a draught  to  be  given 

every  fix  hours. 

N°.  XXX.  Take  of  Simple  cinnamon-water  one  ounce, 

Mithridate  a fcruple, 

Salt  of  amber  fix  grains. 

Syrup  of  white  poppies  two  drams. 
Make  a draught  to  be  given,  when  going  to  reft. 

When  a violent  purging  is  to  be  reftrained,  twent)^ 
grains  of  fiarch,  and  thirty  drops  of  paregoric  elixir,, 

may  be  added. 
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GLOSSARY, 

Explaining  the  Terms  of  Art. 

R 

Abdomen,  the  beiiy. 

Abdominal^  relating  to  the  abdomen. 

Ah  errore  loci^  when  any  of  the  fluids,  the  red  blood  for  inflancc,  is,  fromi 
inflammation,  or  any  other  caufe,  forced  into  fuch  veflfels  as  do  nor^, 
in  a natural  flate,  carry  red  blood, 

Ahfcefs^  a prseternatural  morbid  cavity,  containing  matter,  . 

Acidities.,  lharp,  four,  or  acid  humours.. 

Acrimony.,  fharpnefs,  corroflveneft. 

Acute^  a difeafe  which  arrives  at  its  height  fpcedily; 

MftuationSy  ufed  improperly  to  exprefs  the  exacerbations  of  difeafes.  . 
Alcakfcence.,  partaking  of  the  nature  of  an  alkali,  having  a tendency  to» 
effervefce  with  acids. 

AleApharmic.,  antidotes  againfl:  poifon  were  formerly  called  fo,  but  now.^ 
this  term  is  applied  to  medicines  that  refiit  putrefadlion  and  pro^ 
mote  perfpiration. 

Alkalies^  faline  fubftances  which,  effervefce  with  acids. 

Amulets.,  remedies  commonly  hung  about  the  neck  for  preventing  or  curing; 
difeafes. 

Anodyne.,  medicines  that  eafe  pain. 

Anomalous.,  irregular. 

Antacids^  fubftances  of  an  oppoffte  nature  to  acids,  fucK  as  alkalies  and. 
abforbent  earths. 

Anthelmintic.,  medicines  againft  worms. 

Antihyfi erics.,  medicines  againft  the  hyfteric  difeafe. 

Antimonial.,  of  or  belonging  to  antimony. 

Antiphlogiftic.,  cooling,  that  which  leflens  or  removes  inflammation;. 
Antifcorhutic^  medicines  againft  the  fcurvy. 

Antifeptic.,  any  thing  that  prevents  putrefaction. 

Aphtha.,  the  thrulk;  fmall  round  fuperficial  ulcers,  occupying  the  mouth,, 
and  threat  Internally, 

Apyreuy;. 
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Apyrexy,  See  IntermiJJion. 

Arch^us,  a fpirit,  fuppofed,  in  the  times  of  ignorance,  to  prefide  over 
the  animal  oeconomy. 

Ardent.  See  Fever  ardent. 

Aromatic.,  fpicy. 

Articulation.,  the  joining  of  any  thing,  more  particularly  applied  to 
bones. 

Aftringent.,  medicines  which  flrengthen  the  habit  when  relaxed. 

Axillary.,  of  or  belonging  to  the  arm-pit. 

B 

Balfamic.,  foftening,  reftoring,  healing,  and  cleanfing  medicines. 

Benign.,  of  a good  kind,  of  a favourable  appearance,  not  malignant. 

Bile.,  gall. 

Bilious.,  of  or  belonging  to  bile. 

Bubo.,  a tumour,  or  boil  in  the  groin  or  arm-pit,  from  an  inflammation 
of  the  lymphatic  glands  feated  there. 

C 

Cadaverous.,  refembling  in  fomewhat  a dead  carcafe. 

'Calo7nel,  a preparation  of  mercury. 

Canula,  an  inftrument  ufed  to  draw  off  water  with,  in  dropfies. 

Capillary  Vejfels,  fo  called  becaufe  they  are  fmall  as  hairs. 

Carbuncle,  a peililential  fore,  beginning  in  form  of  a fmall  puflule,  which 
itches  and  reddens,  with  violent  heat  and  pain,  and  is  furronnded 
with  a large  red  circle,  inducing  an  ulcer  of  a livid  or  black  colour, 
as  if  burnt  with  a hot  iron. 

Cardialgia,  a pain  in  the  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach,  attended  com- 
monly with  heat  and  a four  belching. 

Carminatives,  medicines  ufed  for  expelling  wind. 

Catholicon,  an  univerfal  medicine,  one  that  cures  all  difeafes. 

Cataplafm,  a poultice. 

Cathartic,  a purging  medicine. 

Caufus.  See  Fever  ardent. 

Cellular  Subjlance,  a fine  membrane,  interfperfed  between  the  mufcles, 
running  between  their  fibres,  and  connefting  all  the  foft  parts  of  the 
body. 
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explaining  the  Terms  of  Art. 

Cephalics^  medicines  proper  in  diforders  of  the  head. 

Chemijiry.,  the  art  of  feparating  the  ufeful  parts  of  bodies  from  the  grofs 
and  lefs  ufeful. 

Gheft^  the  breaft. 

Chirurgical.,  furgical,  belonging  to  furgery. 

Chronic^  difeafes  of  long  duration  are  fo  called. 

Gircuitus^  a revolution. 

Glavicles.,  the  channel,  or  collar-bones. 

Glinicaly  relating  to  the  manner  of  vifiting  and  treating  fick  perfons  in. 
bed. 

Golliquation^  a melting  or  diflblution  of  the  fluid  and.  folid  parts  of  the: 
body,  commonly  arifing  from  a putrid  caufe. 

Golliquative.^  wafting,  diflblving. 

Goma.,  a conftant  drowfmefs,  or  inclination  to  fleep.. 

Gomatofe.,  drowfy,  inclining  to  fleep. 

Gonco5ledy  when  any  noxious  matter  in  the  blood  is  fo  altered,  as  to  be  fitted: 
for  expulfion. 

Gonjlipation^  a hardnefs  of  the  belly,  with  great  coftivenefs. 

Gonjiitutiony  the  ftate  or  habit  of  body  ^ alfo  a particular  difpofition  of  the 
air,  during  the  continuance  of  which  certain  difeafes  prevail,'  or  are: 
epidemic. 

Contagion.^  infedlion. 

Gontinual  Fever.  See  Fever,  continual: 

Gonvalefcent^  the  ftate  of  recovering  from  any  difeafe,. 

Goup  de  foleil^  when  any  acute  difeafe  is  brought  fuddenly  on  thofe^ 
who  are  expofed  to  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun  in  warm  climates. 

Gidjis.,  the  time  when  a difeafe  changes  fuddenly,  terminating  either  in: 
the  death  or  the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

Gritical Signs  and  Days.,  fymptoms  indicating  the  crifis  of  a difeafe;  and. 
the  days  on  which  the  crifis  commonlydappens  are  fo  called:  thefe, 
are  fuppofed  to  be  the  4th,  7th,  nth,  14th,  17th,  21ft,  &c. 

Grude^  not  concodbed..  Crude  vegetables  areduch  as  are  unprepared. 

D 

Deflagration^  is  when  nitre,  mixed  with  fulpHur,  is  applied  to  a certain^ 
degree  of  heat,  and  it  burfts  out  into  flame,  accompanied  with  a, 
hifling  noife;  it  has  alfo  been  improperly  ufed  to  denote  intermiflion  . 
indevers, 

Delirium^. 
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.Delirium^  a depravation  of  the  imagination,  a raving. 

Deohftruents^  medicines  removing  obftrudlions  fo  called. 

'Demulcents^  glutinous,  foftening,  mucilaginous  medicines. 

Defpumation^  a cleanfing  or  throwing  off  of  excrementitious  parts. 

Diagnofiic  Signs^  are  fuch  as  more  particularly  diftinguifh  one  difeafe  from 
another. 

Diaphorefis^  the  expulfion  of  the  humours  by  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  not 
only  by  fweat,  but  infenfible  perfpiration. 

Diaphragm^  the  midriff,  a ftrong  mufcular  membrane,  dividing  the  chcft: 
from  the  abdomen. 

Diarrhcea^  a purging,  or  frequent  and  copious  liquid  flools. 

Diluent^  fuch  things  as  thin  the  fluids. 

Diuretic^  whatfoever  promotes  urine. 

Diurnal^  daily. 

Dram,  the  eighth  part  of  an  ounce. 

Drajfic,  flrong  powerful  medicines. 

Dry  Belly-ach,  a violent  pain  of  the  belly,  from  convulfive  motions  of  the 
inteftines,  attended  with  frequent  vomiting  and  an  obflinate  coflive- 
nefs,  and  often  ending  in  a palfy  of  the  extremities. 

Dyfente?y,  commonly  called  a flux,  is  a frequent  excretion  of  (limy  flools, 
often  mixed  with  blood,  attended  with  violent  gripings,  and  a con- 
tinual defire  of  going  to  flool. 


E 

Ebullition,  or  boiling,  a violent  motion  of  the  parts  of  a fluid,  occafioned 
by  heat ; it  is  alfo  ufed  to  denote  effervefcence. 

Effervefcence,  a motion  arifing  from  the  mixture  of  certain  fluids,  attended 
with  frothing,  the  rifing  of  air-bubbles,  and  fometimes  fuch  a degree 
of  heat  as  to  produce  flame. 

Effluvia,  fmall  particles  exhaling  or  flying  off  from  bodies. 

Elajlic,  fpringy,  that  force  in  bodies  by  which  they  reflore  themfelves  to 
their  natural  figure  and  dimenfions,  upon  the  removal  of  fome  afling 
power  that  had  deprived  them  of  both. 

Embrocated,  rubbed  with  medicinal  liquors. 

Emenagogues,  medicines  which  promote  the  ufual  evacuations  in  women. 

Emetics,  medicines  that  occafion  vomiting. 

Empirical,  experimental,  relying  only  on  experience. 
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explaining  the  T’ertns  of  A^'t, 

Emulfwns^  mixtures  of  oily  and  refinous  bodies  with  water. 

Emun^ories^  thofe  parts  of  the  body  which  ferve  to  carry  off  whatever  is 
cxcrementitious. 

Endemic  Bifeafes^  fuch  as  are  peculiar  "to  certain  places. 

Epidemic^  fuch  difeafes  as  rage  during  a particular  conflitution  of  the 
air,  which  ceafing,  they  ceafe  alfo  ^ and  others,  to  which  the  con- 
flitution  is  favourable,  begin  to  rage,  or  become  epidemic. 

Eryfipelas^  St.  Anthony’s  fire,  a painful  and  inflammatory  tumour  of  the 
flcin,  with  a burning  heat,  commonly  attended  with  a fever. 

Erratic^  wandering,  changeable,  irregular. 

Erufiations^  belch ings. 

Evacuate^  to  difcharge  any  thing  from  the  body,  either  by  a natural  or 
artificial  outlet. 

Exacerbation^  the  augmented  force  or  feverity  of  a difeafe.  See  Paroxyfm. 

Excrementiticus^  whatever  is  thrown  out  as  ufelefs  by  any  of  the  natural 
outlets 

Exorhitations^  ufed  to  denote  the  increafing  violence  of  difeafes. 

Expebforation^  the  expulfion  of  matter  from  the  lungs  by  coughing. 

Exulceration^  an  ulceration,  erofion,  or  deftrudion  of  a part  from  corro- 
five  matter. 

Exundations^  overflowings,  as  haemorrhages,  eimptrons,  and  the  increafe 
of  any  of  the  natural  difcharges. 

F 

Falfe  Ribs,  the  five  lowermoft,  fo  called. 

Febrifuge,  medicines  that  remove  feVers,  fo  called. 

Fermentation,  a particular  motion  of  the  particles  of  certain  fluids,  by 
which  their  nature  is  changed. 

Fever,  by  this  is  commonly  underftood  an  increafe  of  heat,  a frequent 
pulfe,  and  a diflurbance  of  fome  of  the  animal  fundions  or  natural 
operations. 

ardent,  caufus,  or  burning  fever,  where  there  is  great  heat,  un- 
quenchable thirft,  and  a drynefs  of  the  flcin,  mouth,  and  tongue. 

— — continual,  one  in  which  there  are  no  diftind  remiffions,  or  whofe 
force  continues  nearly  the  fame  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
difeafe. 

he  flic,  a flow  fever,  increafing  after  eating,  and  towards  the  even- 
ing. 
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Fever  inflammatory^  this  has  a different  name,  according  to  the  part  af-e> 
fected  ; if  the  membranes  of  the  brain  are  inflamed,  it  is  called  a 
phrenzy  •,  if  the  lungs,  a peripneumony,  &c. 

intermittent^  an  ague  •,  here,  betwixt  the  febrile  fits,  there  is  a com- 
plete ceffation  of  the  fever. 

malignafit^  a fever  accompanied  with  violent  and  dangerous  fymp- 

toms. 

nervous^  in  which  the  nerves  and  brain  are  fuppofed  to  be  princi- 
pally affedled. 

peftilentialj  or  plague^  the  mofl:  malignant  and  acute  of  all  others. 

putrid^  a fever  attended  with  fymptoms  of  a putrefaction  of  the 

humours. 

nonan^  where  there  is  a paroxyfm  every  ninth  day. 

— quartan^  an  ague,  where  the  fit  returns  every  fourth  day. 

quintan^  where  there  is  a paroxyfm  every  fifth  day. 

quotidian^  an  ague,  where  the  fit  returns  every  day, 

— — remitting^  v^here  the  intermiffions  are  Irregular  and  imperfedt,  or 
where  the  force  of  the  fever  is  diminiflied  for  fome  time,  but  does 
not  entirely  leave  the  patient. 

femitertian^  an  ague  v/here  the  patient  has  two  fits  in  forty-eight 

hours,  but  one  more  fevere  than  the  other. 

f^ptirnan^  where  there  is  a paroxyfm  every  feventh  day. 

fcxtan^  where  the  fit  happens  every  fixth  day. 

tertian^  an  ague,  where  the  fit  returns  every  other  day ; but  if  wc 

reckon  from  the  beginning  of  the  firfl:  paroxyfm  to  the  end  of  the 
fecond,  as  is  commonly  done,  it  will  be  every  third  day  •,  if  the 
paroxyfm  continues  longer  than  twelve  hours,  it  is  called  a fpurious, 
or  falfe  tertian. 

double  tertian^  where  there  are  two  fits  and  two  intervals  within  the 

time  of  each  period. 

FihreSy  thofe  fmall  filaments,  or  threads,  conftituting  the  folid  parts  of 
animal  bodies. 

Filaments^  refembling  (lender  threads. 

Film^  a thin  pellicle,  or  (kin. 

Flatulent^  whatever  produces  wind  in  the  inteftincs. 

Flatus^  air,  wind  accumulated  in  the  inteftines. 
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explaining  the  ‘Terms  of  Art. 

Fcetid.^  finelling  ftrong  and  offenfive. 

Foment.^  to  apply  warm  medicated  decoftions  to  a part  by  means  of  flannel, 
linnen,  fponge,  or  a bladder. 


G 

Gall-Jtcknefs.,  a vomiting  of  bile. 

Gangrene^  a beginning  of  mortification  or  putrefadiion. 

Gelatinous^  refembling  a jelly. 

Glands^  organs  in  animal  bodies,  of  a particular  ftrufture,  ferving  to 
fecrete  or  feparate  certain  fluids  from  the  blood. 

Glandular^  having  or  partaking  of  the  nature  of  glands. 

Glutinous.^  vifcous,  tenacious. 

II 

Haemorrhage.,  a flux  of  blood  from  any  part  of  the  body. 

lleTiic.  See  Fever  heditc. 

Hepatic  Medicines.,  fuch  as  help  to  remove  difeafes  of  the  liver. 

Hepatitis,  an  inflammation  of  the  liver. 

Hereditary,  fuch  difeafes  as  are  received  from  the  parents. 

Heterogeneous,  containing  oppofite  or  dilTimilar  parts  j not  of  the  fame 
nature. 

Hofpital  Fever ^ See  Fever  Malignant, 

Hydraulics,  the  fcience  which  confiders  the  motion  of  fluids,  with  the 
application  thereof,  particularly  in  artificial  water-works. 

Hydromel,  a preparation  of  honey  and  water. 

‘ Hydroftatical,  relating  to  the  weighing  of  fluids. 

Hypochondria,  that  part  of  the  body  which  lies  immediately  under  the 
falfe  ribs  on  each  fide. 

Hypochondriac  Difeafe,  vulgarly  called  the  fpleen,  vapours,  hyp,  me- 
lancholy, and  in  females  the  hyfteric  difeafe ; is  a diforder, 
proceeding  from  a laxity  of  the  fibres,  or  flatulence,  exciting 
fpafms  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  and  a variety  of  other  fymp- 
toms. 

Hypothefis,  a fuppofition,  an  imaginary  fyftem. 

Hyfteric  Difeafe.  See  Hypochondriac. 

Hyfteric  Medicines.  See  Antihyfteric. 
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I 

Jail-fever.  See  Fever  malignant. 

Idiopathical  Difeafes.,  primary  difeafes,  fuch  as  do  not  arile  from  others. 
Ileus.,  the  iliac  pafTion,  or  inflammation  of  the  fmall  guts. 

Inaugural.,  inflalling-,  generally  applied  to  difeourfes  publiflied  at  taking. 

a degree  in  an  univerfity. 

Incrajfating.,  thickening. 

Intemperies.,  an  ill  habit  or  Hate  of  the  humours. 

Intercoftal  Mufcles^  portions  of  fleihy  fibres  filling  up  the  fpaces  betwixt  the 
ribs. 

Intermijfion.,  a total  ceffation  of  a feverifh  fit  or  paroxyfm,  as  happens  be- 
tween the  paroxyfms  in  intermittent  fevers  or  agues. 

Inteftines.,  the  fmall  and  great  guts  fo  called. 

Inftc eating.,  drying. 

Irritation,  a prickling^  or  vellication. 

Julepern  e creta,  chalk  julep. 

K 

Kaucrcr.  See  Caufus,  or  Fever  ardent. 

L 

Lateriticus,  refembling  brick-duft. 

Laxatives,  gentle  purgative  medicines. 

Laxity,  loofe,  not  tenfe. 

Lenient,  a medicine  whofe  operation  is  mild. 

Lethargy,  a dangerous  and  often  fatal  difeafe,  in  which  there  is  an  infu-- 
perable  propenfity  to  dofing. 

Lientery,  is  a flux  of  the  belly,  in  which  the  aliments  come  away  little 
altered. 

Lubricate,  fmoothing  the  pafiages  of  the  fluids  with  mucilaginous  me- 
dicines. 

Lumbago,,  a violent  pain  of  the  loins,  from  a rheumatic  affeclion., 

M 

Malignant,  of  a bad  kind. 

Mania,  depraved  imagination  and  judgment,  but  without  a fever* 
Maniac,  from  mania. 

Materia  Medica,  comprehends  the  hiftory  of  all  medicinal  fimples,  or 
medicines  in  their  natural  Hate,. 

Mediumy 
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M 

Medium.^  any  thing  intervening,  the  middle  place  or  degree ; fometimes' 
ufcd  to  fignify  a fubftanee,  by  means  of  which  two  bodies  are  com- 
pounded, which  naturally  refill  fuch  a conjun6lion. 

Mediaftinum^  a double  membrane,  dividing  the  chefl  internally;  it  k 
formed  by  a refledlion  of  the  pleura. 

Mefentery.^  a double  membrane,  to  which  the  intellines  are  connected. 

Miliary  eruptions.,  fmall  v/hite  or  red  puflules,  refembling  millet  feeds*. 

Mithridate^  confedion  of  Damocrates  or  Venice  treacle.. 

Morbid^  difeafed,  differing  from  a found  ftate. 

Mucilaginous^  fiimy,  vifeous,  tenacious. 

N 

Naufea^  a loathing  and  inclination  to  vomm 

Nitre^  falt-petre. 

NitrouSy  containing  falt-petre. 

‘Nonan.  See  Fever  nonan. 

Neftrumy  a.  quack  medicine,  the  compofition  of  which  is  kept  a fecret*. 

O 

OedematouSy  a cold,  lax,  foft,  wliitifh  tumour,  without  pain,  which  will, 
pit  when  preffed  upon  with  the  fingers,  and  retains  the  imprelTion  for 
fome  time. 

OleaginouSy  oily,  undluous. 

Oleum  Riciniy  vel  Oleum  Falm£  Chriftiy  a medicine  expreffed  from  a tree 
in  the  Weft-India  ifiands,  called  Ricinus,  or  Palma  Chrifti. 

Ofhthalmiay  an  inflammation  of  the  eye. 

Opiatesy  medicines  procuring  fleep,  anodyne. 

Os  facrumy  a bone,  of  a triangular  figure,  connedled  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  fpine,  or  back-bone,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called. 

Oxymel  fmpleuy  or  ftmple  oxymely  a preparation  of  honey  and  vinegar. 

P 

Falliatey  to  procure  a temporary  relief  by  alleviating  or  lelfening  the  force. 
of  a difeafe,  which  either  is  incurable,  or  which,  from  particular 
circumftances,  it  would  be  improper  to  remove. 

FanaceUy  the  fame  as  Catholicony  which  fee. 

Faralyticy  the  lofs  of  fenfe  and  motion  in  any  part  of  the  body. 

Farotiis^ 
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Parotids^  tumours  of  the  glands  behind  the  lower  jaw  and  under  the  ears, 
Paroxyfm^  a fit,  the  augmented  force  or  feverity  of  a difeafe. 

Pejfaries^  medicated  fubflances  introduced  into  the  vagina. 

FedloraU  medicines  appropriated  to  the  diforders  of  the  bread:  and  lungs. 
Period^  is  the  time  between  the  acceis  of  one  fit  or  paroxyfni  of  a difeafe, 
and  that  of  the  next,  including  the  entire  exacerbation,  decline,  and 
intermifiion  or  remifiion. 

• Periodical^  relating  to  periods  or  ftated  times. 

Feripneumony^  an  inflammation  of  the  lungs. 

Peripneumonia  notha^  or  haft ard  per ipneumony^  arifes  from  vifcid  fluids  ob- 
ftrudling  the  lungs. 

Periftaltic^  the  natural  motion  of  the  flomach  and  inteftines,  contradlino- 
from  above  gradually  downwards. 

Periton<£im^  a membrane  invefhing  the  belly  internally. 

Peruvian  Bark^  the  bark  fo  called,  becaufe  it  is  brought  from  Peru. 
PeftilentiaU  partaking  of  the  nature  of  peflilence. 

Petechia.,  fpots  on  the  fl<.in  that  come  out  in  malignant  fevers. 

Ph^nomena^  natural  appearances. 

Phrenitis^  a phrenzy,  or  inflammation  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain. 
Phthifis^  a confumption  of  the  lungs. 

Pilule  e Colocynthide^  pills  of  Colocynth  Coloquintida,  or  the  bitter  apple. 
Plethora^  a redundancy,  or  too  great  a quantity  of  the  blood  and  humours. 
Plethoric.,  having  a plethora. 

'Pleura.,  a membrane  invefting  the  bread  internally, 

Pr^ecordia.,  the  parts  about  the  heart.* 

Prim^e  Vi^e.,  the  firfl:  paflTages. 

Primary  Difeafes.  See  Idiopathic. 

Prognoftic^  fomething  foretold  to  happen  to  a patient  during  the  courfe  of 
a difeafe. 

' Puerperal.,  appertaining  to  women  in  child-bed. 

Pulvis  Contrayerv^e,  powder  of  Contrayerva. 

Pulvis  e Chelis,  powder  of  crab’s  claws. 

Pulvis  Stipticus,  fiiptic  powder. 

Pulvis  P eftaceous  Ceratus,  cerated  teftaceous  powder. 

Purulent,  confiding  of  pus  or  matter,  the  running  from  wounds. 
Putrefadlion,  corrupting. 
putrid,  corrupted,  rotten. 
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Stuart  an.  See  Fever  ^ art  an. 

^dntan.  See  Fever  Fluintan. 

Quotidian.  See  Fever  FF^Fdian. 

R 

Remijfton^  an  imperfe6l  irregular  intermiflion  in  fevers,  where  the  force  of 
the  difeafe  is  ieifened,  but  does  not  entirely  leave  the  patient. 
Remitting  Fever.  See  Fever  Remitting. 

Repletion.  See  Plethora,  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  fignify  a replenifliing. 
Refolution.,  is  the  removal  of  an  inflammation  by  difperfion,  without  oc- 
cafloning  fuppuration,  gangrene,  or  fchirrus, 

Reviilfion.,  h the  derivation  of  humours  from  any  part,  particularly  by 
making  an  evacuation  in  a diftant  part. 

Rigor.,  a convulfive  fhuddering,  attended  with  great  anxiety  about  the 
pr^Ecordia. 

Routine.,  rote. 

S 

Sal  Ammoniacum  Crudum,,  crude  fait  ammoniac. 

Sal  Catharticim  Amarum,  bitter  purging-falts,  or  Epfom  fait. 

Saline,,  partaking  of  the  nature  of  falts. 

Saline  Mixture,,  a folution  of  an  alkaline  fait,  with  an  acid  and  fome  fimple 
water  or  decodlion. 

Salivation,,  an  increafed  fecretion  of  the  faliva  or  fpittle. 

Sanious,  (from  Sanies)  fignifying  a thin,  ferous,  ill-digefted  matter.. 
Saponaceous,,  foapy,  having  the  properties  of  Ibap. 

Secretion,,  the  feparation  of  a liquor  by  means  of  glands. 

Semitertian.  See  Fever  Semitertian. 

Septic,,  v/hatever  promotes  putrefadlion  or  corruption. 

Septiman.  See  Fever  Septiman. 

Serpent  aria,,  fnake-root. 

Serum,,  the  thin  watery  part  of  the  blood, 

Schirrus,,  a hard,  unequal,  indolent  tumour  of  the  glands,  arifing  from  ob» 
flrudlions  occafioned  by  a thickening  of  the  humours, 

Scrophula.^ 
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Scrophula^  the  King’s  evil. 

Scruple^  twenty  grains,  or  the  third  part  of  a dram. 

Singultus^  the  hiccup. 

8izy^  ufed  to  denote  a vifcid,  glutinous,  yellov/ifli,  or  buff-coloured  coat 
fometimcs  obferved  on  the  blood. 

Spaf?ns^  priEternatural  contradions  of  the  membranous,  nervous,  mufcular, 
or  deffiy  fibres ; cramps. 

Specific^  an  antidote,  a medicine  Vvhich  cures  a difeafe  by  means  which 
phyficians  do  not  pretend  to  explain. 

Specific  Eruptions^  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to  particular  difeafes. 

Spirit  of  Minder erus^  is  fpirit  of  vinegar  faturated  with  the  volatile  fait 
ammoniac,  that  is,  till  it  has  neither  an  acid  or  alkaline  tafte  *,  fo 
called  from  Mindererus,  its  inventor. 

Spleen^  one  of  the  bowels  ; alfo  the  hypochondriac  difeafe  fo  called^ 

Sporadic  Difeafes^  fuch  as  occur  at  all  times  but  rarely. 

Stimulus^  irritation,  the  exciting  quick  fenfation, 

Stoynachics^  medicines  proper  in  diforders  of  the  fcomach. 

Stupor^  an  obtufe,  blunt  fenfation,  a numbnefs. 

Suhacid^  four  in  a fmall  degree. 

Suhintrant^  entering  into. 

Suhfultus  Eendinunty  boundings,  twitchings,  or  convulfive  motions  of  the 
tendons, 

2uv£;^y].  Vide  Synochus, 

Suppoftory\  a laxative  medicine  in  a folid  form,  that  is  introduced  in 
the  famie  manner  as  a clyfter. 

Suppuration^  the  formation  of  matter  by  inflammation. 

Sympathetic  Remedies  \ thefe  were  fuppofed  to  cure  by  fympathy. 

Symptomaiical  Difeafes^  fuch  as  arife  from  others,  as  convulfions  from 
worms  in  the  inteflines,  or  a head-ach  from  a diforder  of  the  fto- 
mach,  &c. 

Synochus*  See  Fever  Continual* 

T 

ddartar  Eynetic*,  a preparation  oi:  antimony  and  cryftals  of  tartar. 

tertian*  Fever  Eertian. 

F eft  ac  ecus  y 
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Tejlaceous^  compofed  of  Ihells  prepared. 

theoretical,^  fpeculative,  imaginary,  not  confirmed  by  experience. 
theriac,^  Venice  treacle. 
thorax,^  the  cavity  of  the  breaft. 

tinltura  Antyphthifica,^  antyphthifical  tinfture,  a preparation  of  lead. 
tin5fura  Helvetius,^  fiyptic  tincfturc,  or  tincture  of  Helvetius. 
tinEiura  thehaica,,  Thebaic  tindlure,  a tindture  of  opium. 
tone,^  that  ftate  of  the  fibres,  with  refpecfl  to  tenfion  and  laxity,  that  is 
neceflary  to  conftitute  health. 

topical,^  local  medicines,  that  are  immediately  or  direftly  applied  to  a 
difeafed  part,  fo  called. 
tremors,^  Ihiverings,  tremblings. 
tubercles,^  hard  fmall  tumours. 

tumour the  enlargement  of  any  part  beyond  its  natural  fize  or  dimenfions. 
^typCy  the  order  obferved  in  the  paroxyfm  and  remifiion  of  fevers. 

U 

Ureters^  two  long  (lender  canals,  or  pipes,  which  ferve  to  convey  the  urine 
from  the  kidneys  to  the  bladder. 

Uterine,,  of  or  belonging  to  the  womb. 

V 

Vegetable  Acids,,  acids  obtained  from  vegetables. 

Vernal  Agues,,  fuch  as  happen  from  the  2 2d  of  December  to  the  22d  of 
June  *,  thofe  that  occur  at  any  other  time  of  the  year  are  called 
autumnal. 

Vertigo,,  a giddinefs  or  fwimming  of  the  head. 

Vifeera,,  the  bowels,  the  heart,  liver,  fpleen,  lungs,  &c. 

Vifcidj  glutinous,  tenacious,  ropy,  adhefive. 

W 

Watching,,  wakefulnefs,  incapacity  of  fleeping. 
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